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A Note on the Editor 

Dr Wol fgang Bonss was born in 1 952,  s tudied social science and 
hi s tory at Munich and held a Research Fel lowshi p at the Max
Planck-Ins t i tu te for the Social Sciences at Starnberg. He is now at  
Bamberg Univers i ty  and worki ng in the fields of the sociology of 
knowledge and of pol i tica l  sociology. His mos t recent  publ ica tions 
include Die Einiibung des Tatsachenb licks ( 1 982) and , as co -edi tor, 
Sozia lforschung a ls Kritik. Zurn sozia lwissenschaftlichen Potentia l 
der Kritischen Theorie ( 1982 ) .  





WOLFGANG BONSS 

Critical Theory and Empirical Social 
Research: Some Observations 

On the occasion of the opening of the Frankfurt Psycho-Analytical 
Inst i tute in  February 1929 Erich Fromm gave a lecture , enti tled 'The 
Applica tion of Psycho-Analys is  to Sociology and Rel igious 
Knowledge ' in which he out l ined the basis for a rudimentary but far
reaching a ttempt at the in tegra tion of Freudian psychology and 
Marxist socia l  theory . He main tai ned tha t ,  wi th psycho-analys i s .  a 
scientific i nstrument had been created which made possible 'a 
comprehensive knowledge of man's psychic  apparatus'  ( ibid., 268 ) 
Wha t, gi ven the psycho-analytical paradigm, was now needed , was 
research into the q uestion : ' I n  what way has the mental apparatus 
had a causa l or de termin ing effect on social development or socia l 
forma tion ' ( i bid . ) .  Tha t this formulat ion was not put forward in  an 
abstract ,  programmatic manner ,  i s  evidenced by the presen t study 
(German Workers 1929-A Sumey, its Methods and Resu lts), 
which was begun a few months la ter under Fromm ' s  direction at  the 
by now almost legendary Frankfurt Inst i tute for Social Research , 1*' 
and which became the unknowing precursor for a whole series of 
empirica l  i nvestigat ions .  

The a im of  the survey planned by  Fromm, and la rgely ca rried out 
by Hilde Wei ss ,  was ' to gain an insight into the psych ic s tructure of 
manual and white-col lar workers ' ( I fS ,  1936, 239) . Wi th the aid of 
psycho-analytical theory , they were hoping to obtain evidence about 
the systematic connections between 'psychic make-up' and social 
development .  To in i tiate this ambi tious research programme, a 
comprehensive quest ionnaire wi th 271 i tems was designed and 
di stributed to 3 , 300 recipients; th i s  was to provide the primary data . 
By the end of 1 93 1 ,  Fromm and Hi lde Weiss  had recei ved back 1 , 1 00 

•Ifs for short (translator's note). 
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q ues tionnaires for analys i s .  As so often happens with thi s type of 
proj ect .  the analys i s  at f irst  proceeded ra ther slowly and was partly 
overtaken by new plans ,  especia l ly  by the s tart of the Studien uber 
A utoritat und Familie (Studies on A uthority and Fam ily) (HS , 1 936 ) .  
Bu t che  study suffered the grea tes t set-back through the  en forced 
em igra tion of the Insti tu te to the Uni ted Sta tes i n  1 933, in which 
many documen ts were los t ,  including practical ly  hal f  of those re
la ting to the s tudy: out of 1 , 1 00 completed ques t ionnaires on ly  584 
remained i n  1934 ,  and doub ts were rai sed whether there was any sense 
in proceeding w i th the analys is . 2  

Fromm ,  who had a lso under taken the co-ordina t ion of the 
em pirical  fol low-up proj ects , s tood firm ly  by  the survey, and a fi rs t  
report on the G erman Workers appeared wi thin the framework o f  the 
publ i cation of A uthority and Fami ly (HS , 1 936, 239ff ) .  Fromm wrote 
i n  the in troduction to Hilde Weiss ' s  summary that they were 
concerned with a project that 'had m ore of an experi ment a l  character 
than had la ter i nq uiries ' (ibid . .  231  ). Despi te th i s  'experiment a l  
character'. publica tion of the tota l  material was announced for 1 936 
(ibid . , 240) ,  which ,  however , never occurred . Al though an advisory 
worki ng party composed of Anna Hartoch , Herta Herzog, Ernst  
Schach tel , Erich Fromm and Paul  F .  Lazarsfeld undertook the 
translation and expansion of the original German analys i s ,  
dissension over the  con tent and rel iabi l i ty of the inquiry increased. 
Horkheimer and other members of the In s t i tu te voi ced strong 
misgivings , whi le  the arrival of Adorno in New York added to the 
tens ions ,  which became increas i ngly personal rather than being 
scien tifical ly motiva ted .3 When Fromm left the Inst i tu te in 1 9394 
the study was fina l ly withdrawn from publication s ince, as previous 
director of the soci al -psychological depar tment, Fromm took all  the 
relevant  documents wi th him and the In stitu te was unable to rea l i ze 
its publ i cation plans for the early 1 940s .5 

That the survey disappeared i n to Fromm 's desk drawer after 
these unpleasan t developmen ts , and was la ter al so partly deleted from 
the annals of the Ins t i tu te ,  is hardly surpri sing in the face of the 
mutual animosi ties it had aroused; and when publ ica tion took place 
forty years la ter. this  was only  possible because i t  no longer had 
anything to do with the previous disp utes . But the possibility of 
publication i n  no way i mpl ies i ts necess ity . Social  science research 
dates very quickly , and i ts resurrection usual l y  makes sense only 
in  the case of a document of rea l his torical or sci enti fic significance .  
In the presen t i ns tance both these criteria are sat i s fied . 

Firstly .  the sur\'ey i s  without  doubt a contempora ry historica l  
document o f  cons iderab le i mportance :  while there were one or two 
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invest iga tions i n to the objective si tua tion of workers in  the Weimar 
Republ ic ,  there were no analyses of their subjective perceptions in 
rela tion to social real i ty .  In this area there are in the main onl y 
biographical sources so tha t  the a t tempt by Fromm and his 
col labora tors to provide a scien tific examina tion of conscious 
a tti tudes in i tsel f adds to a clari fica tion of the h i s torical si tuation at 
the begi nning of the 1930s . 

Secondly ,  the s tudy is  of equal interest from the viewpoin t  of 
h i s tory of  science ;  as a prel imi nary work for the la ter Studies on 
Authority and Family, i t  i s  a fi rst expression of 'the broadest and mos t 
advanced effort in  the \Veimar Republic of German sociology to 
establ i sh . . .  empirical socia l  research ' (Schad , 1 972 ,  76 ) .  But the label 
'em pirica l '  needs to be defined , since the survey was not based on j ust  
any form of empirical research . In so far as i t  was int egra l ly  related to 
the p rogramme of the Frankfurt Inst i tu te , sometimes even described 
b y  Max Horkheimer as a central  work of tha t  Inst i tute (Horkheimer , 
1 93 l ,  43 ) ,  i t  was of grea t s igni ficance , despi te a l l  subsequent rej ections 
by those involved , for the developmen t of the in ter-di scipl inary 
ma teria l i sm envi saged in early 'cri tical theory' . 6 

Background and Preconceptions of the Inquiry 

Asked towards the end of his  l i fe to give the reasons which prevented 
the publication of the s tudy, Fromm continued to regard Horkheimer 
as the chief obstacle ; the la tter , he said ,  considered the inquiry as 'too 
Marxi s t '  and was always afraid that this wou ld have negative 
consequences for the Ins ti tu te .  7 While one may ques tion whether this 
real l y  was the decisive reason , what becomes clear from Fromm's 
reply i s  the thoroughly  Marxi s t  unders tanding underlying the 
survey ,  which was obl iga tory for practica l ly  a l l  members of the 
Ins t i tute tak ing part in the research . 8  Nevertheless , in i ts speci fic 
form, this unders tanding is by no means clear-cu t .  Scien ti fical ly and 
h i storica l ly  speaking, the survey can be seen , essen t ia l ly ,  as the 
expression of an his torical ly speci fic reformula tion of Marxist  social 
theory. which in  Fromm 's eyes , and not only h i s ,  was to be broadened 
by social-psychological concepts and tes ted by empirical analysis .  We 
wi l l  need briefly to define both the social-psychological and the 
empirical dimensions in order to be able to discuss the s igni ficance of 
an inquiry based on them as an empirical con tribu tion to a cri tical 
theory of socie ty. 
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Socia l-Psychology as a New Dimension of Materia list Theory
Formation 
If one looks at the development of materialist theory after 1918, one is 
struck by the growing emphasis given to social-psychological 

explanatory concepts, which was hardly to be found in Marx and his 
early followers. In the second half of the 1920s in particular, there 
were an increasing number of demands for a 'refinement of theory' 

which was orientated not only towards economics, but also psycho
logy. in order to be able to solve 'the incredibly increased range and 
quality of tasks of the labour movement' (Jenssen, 1926, 219). As this 
quotation makes dear, an explicitly practica l motivation points to a 
changed political situation in which the empirical content of 
materialist explanation and the faith in its prognostic ability had 
been shattered. Where the labour movement in the nineteenth century 
had, apparently, repeatedly confirmed the hypothesis that capitalism 
was crisis-prone and the victory of the proletariat inevitable, this 
empirica l certainty had become increasingly fragile since the legali
zation of Social Democracy: the failure of the November Revolution 

of 1918 finally made unmistakably dear that there was nothing 
inevitable about the outcome of the theoretically established contra
diction between the forces of production and the relations of 
production. Even if the economic function was now only viable with 
massive state support, the political potential for action of the labour 

movement had hardly developed in an adequate manner. Instead, 
parallel with the integration politics of the now 'incorporated' SPD. 
the proletariat appeared to have lost their role as the agents of social 

change.9 In this regard, rising fascist and nationalist tendencies, 
which also threatened to overtake the working class, increased the 
problem. Against this background, many lefl-wing intellectuals were 

confronted with the question as to how the manifest mismatch 
between being and consciousness or, more precisely. between the 
position of productive forces and consciousness of productive 

relations could be explained or overcome. 

At first sight, the answer to this question was easy. In so far as 
statements about the development of capitalism-that is, the 

'objective' side of Marxist economic theory-had in no way been 

falsified, the reasons for the relative ineffectiveness of socialist 

campaigns had necessarily to reside in the subjective field. This 

consideration led almost inevitably to taking recourse in 
psychological explanations.1° From the start, the psycho-analytical 
theory of Freud assumed a prominent place, next to the Adlerian 
school of individual psychology, in the relevant discussions. Freudian 

biologically-based 'psychology of the unconscious' appeared to offer 
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the mos t  useful poin t of departure . 11 Nevertheless , very diverse 
themes were presen ted as 'explanations of the los t  revolut ion ' ,  largely 
due to the diversi ty of the Left 's response to Freud. Marxis ts 
concerned with practical -pedagogical ques t ions ,  for example, had 
fewer problems with Freud than did pure theoreticians; orthodox 
Marxists unders tood Freud different ly from revisionists , and 'the 
front - l ines,  straightened only in the heads of ideologues , run along 
curious ly  criss -crossi ng paths ' (Sandkuhler, 1 970, 7 ) . But despite the 
lack of un i ty .  and a part from psychologizing cri tiques of Marx such as 
that by Kol nai ( 1 920) and de Man ( 1 926) , at leas t three s igni ficant 
responses can be iden tified-namely ,  the eclectic adaptation of Freud 
by the Social  Democra ts , the dogmatic dissociation from Freud of the 
Com munists ,  and the mediating positions of some practising psycho
analys ts , most of whom were not committed to a particu lar party . 

In the ran ks of the Social Democrats , psychological or pseudo
psychological explanations had already been gaining ground from 
the beginning of the cen tury, whereby a notion of psychology had 
been arrived a t .  via Berns tein and Kautsky, tha t sought to explain 
individual actions part ly  through 'economic motives ' and part ly  
through 'social drives ' (Kau tsky) .  I t  seemed that these relat ively hazy 
views , which derived less from independent reflection than from the 
infl uence of con temporary pseudo-biological ideas about  society, 
coul d  be given much greater precision once Freud had developed his 
theory on inst incts ,  and in the face of the growing defeat of the labour 
movement , educational i s ts and 'friends of the chi ldren of the 
proletariat' sought to integrate psycho-analysis as a new explanatory 
principle in to tradi t ional  concepts . Thus Anna Siemsen, for 
example , believed that wi thin the proletaria t 'a whole range of an ti
social drives' (Siemsen , 1 924, 392) were discernible which were being 
systematica l ly  encouraged by capita l i sm and which preven ted the 
advance of the sociali s t  movement. Similar argumen ts are to be found 
in the work of the aforemen tioned Otto Jenssen, who wanted to found 
a 'higher Marxism ' out of social psychology 'as a special branch of 
science . . .  between the conscious and the unconscious ' (Jenssen, 
1 926. 2 1 8 ) .  Thi s  a t tempt never advanced beyond pure  postula tion 
and his com men ts, a rising from a com parison of Kautsky and Freud 
in Psychology of the Masses (Jenssen ,  1 924 ) .  a re onl y  of in terest today 
in so far as ' the vulgariza tion of  Marxi sm and psycho-ana lys i s  is  
particu larly clear' (Burian , 1972, 1 2 ) in this instance. 

In confrontation with the Social Democratic reception of Freud, 
the KPD (German Communis t  Party) more or less adopted the Soviet 
interpreta tion ,  which was a lways regarded as a general  yards tick and 
which i tsel f changed radica l ly  between 1 9 1 9  and 1 925 . Because of i ts 
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implici t cri t icism of bourgeois sexual morali ty ,  psychoanalysis  was 
a t  fi rs t  very well received in  the revolu tionary period and, in so far c:ts i t  
was regarded a s  a praxis-orientated, material i s t  and social 
revol u tionary concept ,  i t  was credi ted by in tel lectuals  w i th 
revolut ionary functions .12 Bu t consolidation and petrificat ion after 
Lenin ' s  death ended th is  'period of tolerance and encouragement of 
psycho-analysi s '  (Dahmer, 1 973 , ' 284) .  The more Sovie t  Marxis t  
though t hardened in to a rigid and dogmatic world-view, the  less 
room there was for a subj ect-orien tated psycho-analyt ic  practi ce; 
indeed i t  was soon decried as ,  for example, in  Jurinetz ( 1 925 ) or 
Deborin ( 1 928) as 'Trotskyist ' and rej ected as a product of bou rgeois 
thinking. 13 Al though the German Communis t  Party could not make 
th i s  a t t i tude entirely obl iga tory amongst i t s  members , wi th  some of 
the younger ones in part icu lar referring to Freud in posi tive terms ,  14 i t  
was the Sovie t  version which was considered officially va l id .  In this  
context , the then leading theore tician of the KPD .  Augus t  
Thalheimer. took a part icularly memorable line. In I 926 . following 
in Jurinetz ' s  foots teps . he published a polemic directed in part 
against  Jenssen , which went much further than Jurinetz in i ts unin
formed and primi tive t i rades against 'anal -psychology' (Thalheimer. 
1 926 .  52 1 )  as the expression of the degenerate fan tasy of the bour
ge01s1e. 

Several psycho-analysts such as Siegfried Bernfeld , Otto Fenichel 
or Wil helm Reich15 who were commi t ted to Marxism. a l though not  
uncri t ically so, raised their  voice from t he m iddle of the I 920s against  
this sort of ideological denigrat ion;  they did so less from a party
poli t ical s tand-poin t  than from their experience wi th  practical 
therapy . The first poin ts were made by Siegfried Bernfeld. whose 
comments on Socia lism and Psycho -A n alysis (Bernfeld, 1 926) are 
among the most expert contributions of that  decade. For Bernfeld .  
who was  above a l l  concerned wi th  demonstrat ing the  cogn i tive 
compatibili ty of Marx and Freud, the dialect ical-materiali s t  nature of 
psycho-analysis consisted primarily in three factors: namely. i ts 
'genetic' or more exactly , i t s  concrete biographical orien tation ( ibid . ,  
1 2 ): i ts physiologica l base (ibid . ,  1 3 ); a n d  not  least  Freud ' s 'dialectica l '  
form o f  argument ,  which aimed 'at  comprehending psychic polar 
opposi tes as  identi t ies '  ( ibid. ,  1 5) .  Wi th  the aid of these analogies ,  
Bernfeld bel ieved he could deduce an  ' inner affin i ty '  ( ibid . ,  1 7 ) 
between Marxism and psycho-analysis which wou ld have both 
theoretical as well as practi cal consequences . In h i s  view . both 
theories , even if  autonomous in  that they were concerned wi th 
differen t areas of real i ty ,  were methodological ly compat ible and 
complemented each other. in  t ha t  'spiri tua l and socia l  l i fe are 
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dialectical processes and proper cogni tion consists in  the discovery of 
thi s  dialectic' (ibid . ) . 

With this argumen t Bernfeld raised the central question of the 
debate of the 1 920s, s ince psycho-analy si s ,  as a Marxis t  psychology . 
mean t fi rs t and foremost proving that Freudian theory was , in 
Bernfeld 's phrase, 'principally , exclusivel y and consi s tently material 
i s t' (i bid . ,  1 3) .  The form of this proof was i tself characterized by the 
ideological l ines along which divergent views confron ted each other : 
on the one hand ,  confined to the tradi tional ly  hypothesi zed j uxta
posi tion of materia l ism and ideal ism , psycho-analysts were working 
w i th a nega tively-charged concept of idealism,  which ,  i n  methodo
logical terms. was fla tly equated wi th the arts;16 some, on the other 
hand ,  were working wi th a s implified na tura l i s tic  understanding of 
material ism which had been established in Germany by Kautsky's 
orthodoxy and which later Soviet dogmatisations had confirmed.17 In 
these ci rcumstances , i t  was almost inevi table that the natural.science 
as pects of Freudian theory should become the cen tral argument for i ts 
material is t  character so tha t  psycho-analysis  was often presented , in 
Fenichel ' s  words ,  as a 'natural  science of the materia l i s t  history of 
man · (Fenichel. 1 934 , 240) ,  which had to be ' in tegrated wi th biology ' 
( ibid. , 232)  in  order ' to understand psychic processes as a matter of 
p rinciple  as s temming from material condi tions ' ( ibid . ,  233 ) .  

I f  thi s  natural science approach is  taken to  i ts logical concl usion , 
the ou tcome i s  precarious;  for , to put i t  bluntl y. psycho-analysis 
which i s  defined as biologically-orientated individual psychology 
would find i t  largely i mpossible to in tegrate both biological as well as 
non -biological factors , on the one hand , and individual as well as 
social factors , on the other .  But  this could hardly have been the aim of 
left-wing psycho-analys ts . After al l ,  they had set out to establ i sh a 
connection between psychology and social theory . Freud himself  had 
never conceived of h i s  theory in terms of social theory , but at the same 
time he was not a t all adverse to sociological extrapola tions . On the 
bas is  of an assumed parall el i sm between on to-genesis  and phylo
genesis ,  he frequen tly inferred social structures from psychic ones, 
and it was j ust  these analyses which aroused growing interest in  the 
1 920s. Thus  Freud analy sed the formation and effect of social 
inst i tutions in  term s of his ideas about individual super-ego 
development , in which he assumed a s tructural identi ty of the censure 
of insti nctual wishes by the super-ego with the prohibit ing and 
ideal izi ng functions of normative regulations.  In his anthropological 
specula tions which rested on the Darwinian myth of the 
primeval horde, he sough t to show that the s tructural elements of the 
socia l  supers tructure were 'phylogenetically acquired via the father 
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complex ' .  (Freud, 1 923, 265) . In this  view, the const i tu tion of human 
society i s  founded on the murder of the despo tic primal  father by his 
rebel l ious sons (Freud, 1 9 1 3, l 58f); the beginn ings of a cul tural super
ego are then created in the form of totems and taboos . This  im poses a 
res triction on immedia te ins tinctual grat i fica t ion and creates the pre
condi t ions for the development of complex normative ins t i tu t ions; 
societal evolu tion now presents i tsel f as gradual ly accu mulat ing 
abs ten tion together wi th the displacemen t of the origi nal ins t inctual 
goals :  only by such a diversion of psych ic energy in the form of 
subl imation is  i t  possi ble that 'higher forms of psychic activi ty
scientific, artistic and ideological -come to play such a s igni fican t 
role in cul tural l ife' ( Freud, 1930, 92) .  

Such hypotheses were rejec ted not  only  by the  Sovie t  Marxis t 
crit ics , but  also largely by the Social Democrats . 1 8  Nei ther of these 
groups actual ly  discussed the content of Freud ' s  speculations , bu t 
res tricted themselves to a general i sed reference to the basical ly  lower 
priori ty of the subj ective in relation to the obj ective : psychology ,  
concerned as i t  was wi th the inves tigation of subj ec tivi ty ,  referred 
'only to a secondary aspect of socia l  developmen t '  (Sapir, 1929-30. 
211), and its findings were therefore l egi t imate only in so far as they 
were compatible wi th the fixed pos i tions of Marxis t  orthodoxy. This  
statemen t moreover led the representat ives of Sovie t  orthodoxy to 
draw the conclusion that  the empirical discrepancies between 
obj ective existence and subj ective consciousness could  not  be 
analyzed in terms of the way in which the psyche worked them ou t, 
but  that ' in the s tudy of such a phenomenon we must  necessari ly 
move from the sphere of individual psychology to that of social 
processes' (Sapir, 1929-30. 208). Wi th thi s .  psychology was pushed 
aside and firmly separa ted from the social sciences : in p lace of any 
mediation between acting subj ect and social obj ec tivi ty,  the primacy 
of the la t ter was accorded the sta tus of natura l  law . 19 

Themselves formed by the orthodox view of materia l i sm .  
the  defenders of  Freudian theory wa tched th i s  deva lua tion 
of psychology both helplessly  and am bivalen t l y :  on the  one 
hand, they not only  made sys tema tic efforts to tone down Freud 's 
an thropological speculat ions , but they also regarded the individual  
focus of  psycho-analysis as being unaffected by  sociological 
impl ications.  On the o ther hand, they tried a t  the same time to defend 
it against  a tendency to cas t it i n to the role of an auxi l iary discipl ine 
which was neu tral wi th regard to social  theory: but they were unable 
Lo give su bstance to the basi s  of the des i red au tonomy of psycho
analysis . What remained was general ly  a 'superficial combination of 
two heterogeneous theories -one being abstract ly sociological , the 
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other being no less abstractly biologica l ,  between which they 
unknowingly vaci l lated '  (Dahmer, 1 97 1, 73) .  Typical of such 
vaci l la tion was , for ins tance, Wilh elm Reich ' s  idea which regarded 
psycho-analysis as 'a natural science' incapable of being reconci led 
with a Marxian conception of his tory (Reich, 1 929 , 1 39) ,  while his 
hypotheses on the function of the family or on a psycho-analytical 
characterology burs t the bounds of a natural -scient i fic individual 
psychology . 20 The ambivalence of such at t i tudes towards analys is  
did not ,  however , appear to be a problem either for Reich or for his  
col leagues , and this makes clear that  the discussion of the 1 920s did 
not so much offer a n ew dimension to the development of material ist 
theory .  i t  should ra ther be regarded as an attempt at b roadening the 
establ ished concept of material i sm which needed to be adapted to the 
changed situation of the labour movement . 

Th e  Pro letariat as the  Ob ject of Empirica l Research 
Al though the discussions about the relationship between 'subjective' 
and 'obj ective' factors within capital is t society arose out of very 
concrete problems, they appear somewhat abs tract today ; nor are 
they , in principle ,  more than speculations about a th eoretica lly con
ceivable connection between inst inctual drives and consciousness 
which , however.  was hardly ever tes ted empirica l ly. For example, 
there was often ta lk about an inst inctual ly  condit ioned 'imma turity 
of the proletaria t '  (Siemsen , 1 924 , 383 ) ;  hardly anyone asked in what 
form th i s  'i mmaturi ty '  actual ly  mani fested i tsel f and in  what manner 
it rela ted to existing condi tions of work and l i fe. That such a lack of 
empirical preci sion escaped cri ticism at the time, is due primari ly to 
the then current cl ima te of opin ion; for despite the structural changes 
which had already become visible within the working class ,  21 the pro
letariat had in no way lost i ts  tradi t ional po lit ica l connotations 
and there was therefore no necess i ty for an emp irica l differentia tion . 
This 'sof t '  unders tanding of empirica l  research which was pol i tica l ly  
motiva ted was  reinforced by the  general  underdevelopmen t of th is  
type of socia l research , as had been described by.  amongst others , 
Anthony Obersha l l  ( 1 965 ) and Suzanne Schad ( 1 972) :  not only were 
surveys of the s i tuat ion of workers undertaken rela tivel y la te in 
comparison wi th other coun tries ,  but f irs t  at tempts in th i s  direction 
a l so remained episodic , and were largely ignored by the labour 
movement ,  which regarded them as adminis tra tive exercises towards 
which it seemed appropriate to harbour  a heal thy mistrus t .  Al though 
Marx had , in 1 880 , in response to j ust th i s  sort of reserva tion , 
inst i tu ted his  own enq uete 01wriere, one of whose functions was the 
cri tical en l igh tenmen t of the workers , they did not respond to his  
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plan;  an in teres t  in the proletariat as an object of empirical enqu iry 

emerged en tirely from outs ide the labour movement .22 

This si tuation i s  somewhat paradoxical in tha t the deve lopment of 

empi rical social  research bears a close rela tionship to the rise of the 

so-cal led 'social ques tion ' .  Thi s  can be seen not only by lookihg a t  the 

example of England, where Parl iamen t ,  in the face of growing 

pauperi za tion . undertook earl y surveys i n to fac tory condi t ions 

(1833), hea l th i n  the towns (1840) and chi ld labour;23 i n  the same way 

German surveys. which began after 1870, were a l so pre-emi nentl y 

concerned wi th the abuses  and problems deriv ing from capi ta l i s t  

working organiza tion .24 Side-by-side wi th the official investiga tions 

there were those which were privately organi sed ei ther by regional 

bodies or through the Economics  Departmen ts of universi ties .  
Particu larl y active was the German Ferein fur Socia lpotitik ( Society 
for Social Policies ,  VfS ) ,  founded in 1872, which had , by 1890, 

publ ished several works on the situation of agricul tural workers 
(1887). on the housing shortage (1886). on usury in agricu l ture (1887) 

and on the cottage i ndustries (1889). These surveys .  u sual ly  
undertaken as 'hearing  of experts ' were , however .  s ti l l  very modest  in 
scope and execu tion , and as  the 'experts' who were i n teviewed were 
landowners , entrepreneurs ,  teachers ,  clerics or civi l  servants ,  thei r 
fi ndings frequent ly  offered less in formation abou t actual condi tions 
than about their own s trong and sta tu s -rela ted preconceptions .25 

Progress only began to be made w i th the second phase of surveys 
after 1890. Thi s  was the period of the changeover from di sparate 
' impressioni stic views of local l i fe ' (VfS,  1887, VI I I ) ,  publ i shed 
wi thout  commentary, to comprenehsive i nterpre ta tions carried ou t 
accordi ng to parti a l ly  standardi zed cri teria .  One of the fi rs t examples 
was the VfS ' s agr icul tural workers '  survey of 1892 which was ch iefly 
concerned wi th the 'condi t ion of the workers' and the objective 
si tua tion of particular 'ca tegories of workers ' .26 Earlier me thodo
logical del ibera tions notwi thstanding,27 data were s t i l l  col lected 
excl usi vely from employers and thi s  was j us ti fied wi th the argumen t 
that  ' the agricu l tural worker . . .  i s  usual ly  so l acki ng in  men tal 
development  a nd is so u ncertai n about  his own sel f-i n teres t ,  tha t a 
short i nterview would probably  have yielded l i ttle of significance and 
value '  (VfS, 1892, Vol . 1, XII ) .  

The 'pa triarchal ' a t ti tude which emerges from th i s  s ta tement , i s  
typical o f  a l l  the early surveys .  and i s  to be found even in  s tudies by 
ou tsiders who tried to reduce the distance be tween themsel ves  and 
the i r  subj ect through participant  observa tion . Thu s  a theology 
s tuden t,  Paul  Gohre , publ ished a much acclaimed s tudy e n ti tied Drei 
Monate a ls Fabrikarbeiter und Handwerksb ursche ( Three Mon ths as 
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Factory Worker a nd journeyman)  (Gohre , 1 89 1  ) , fol lowed two years 
later by the feminis t  Minna Wet ts tein -Adel l  wi th a similar project 
(Wettste in -Adel t ,  1 893 ) .  Both s tudies were not onl y  concerned wi th a 
presen ta tion of 'object ive '  fac ts such as age , income and l iving 
condi tion s ,  but speci fica l l y  wi th describing the sel f-images of 
workers . This  was in keeping wi th the then curren t fashion of 'moral 
s tat is t ics',28 to which end Gohre even published the verba tim records 
of some of his i n terviews . 29 

These surveys me t wi th a wide publ ic respon se probably beca use of 
wha t cou ld  he termed a mora l izing interest  in a 's trange world' :  
a fter a l l  wha t the workers though t and why they supported Social 
Democra tic dema nds .  in  con tras t  wi th the slowl y increasing body of 
information abou t their  'object ive '  si tuation , was largely  unknown. 
In addi tion , questions about at t i tudes or sel f -evalua tion were 
'directly in l ine wi th German socia l science ' which had a strong 
in terest  in e thical questions (Zeisel , 1933 ,  1 3 1  ) ; i t  had long been 
in teres ted in the 'mora l i mprovemen t '  of the workers , and had placed 
emphasis on subj ective psychological  fac tors regarding the workers ' 
ques tion , even i f  i t  was s t i l l  underdeveloped as far as the theore tical 
aspec ts of  thi s  ,,·ork were concerned . Max Weber may be taken as an 
example of an observer who. a l though not accepting as scien t i fic his  
col leagues '  eth ical motives. ye t s tated in his  con tribu tion to the 
agricu l tura l  workers' survey in 1892, tha t i t  was less  importan t for 
sociologica l  explana tions 'how high the workers ' earnings ac tua l ly  
were . . . than whe ther they and their employers were sa ti sfied 
subj ectively speaki ng and wha t the trend was of their a tti tudes ' ( VfS. 
1 892, Vol . 3.  6) .  

This overs ta ted hypothesis. in which the psychological and action
theory connotations can scarcely  be separa ted , was not  put to the tes t  
in actual research ; th is research was s ti l l  confined to descri ptions of  
condi tions on the basis of increas ingly exact techniques of da ta 
collection . In other words .  theoretical reflec tions and empirical 
practice had not ye t been uni fied in a way pos tula ted in the model of 
an empiricism which was informed by the formation of hypotheses . 
The function of the va rious surveys was  regarded , in  accordance 
wi th es tablished views , as tha t of ga thering as much information as 
poss ible and, prior to all theoretica l 'res trictions ' ,  of ge tting hold of 
'the fresh truth of actual utterances ' (S tieda , 1 909, 925) . This  
concep tion , which was particularly favoured by represen ta tives of  
his torically orien tated economics,-'1° was ref lected in inquiries such as 
Die sozia le Lage der arbeitenden Klassen in Berlin (The Socia l  
Position of the Work ing Classes in Berlin) ( Hirschberg ,  1897 ) ,  Die 
Lage der Bergarbeiter im Ruhrgebiet  (The Posit ion of the Miners in 
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the Ruhr) (Pieper. 1897), or Die Lage der weib lichen Dienstboten in 

Berlin ( The Position of Fema le Domestic Serva n ts in Berlin ) (Stillich. 

1902). which were on the increase towards the end of the century. 

These studies were always conceived in comprehensive terms in 

which everything that seemed to be of interest for the 'condition', 

from work and wages to the use of free time. was enumerated. there 

was a stress on aggregate data about lhe material and 'moral' situation 

of workers, but there were also comments on the subjective fate of 

individuals. This congolomeration presented. if nothing else, a 

colourful kaleidoscope of data which were quantitatively and 

qualitatively very varied, covering a field of enquiry that could be 

delineated only in terms of the locality. 

The transition from such 'reports on conditions' to a theory-led 
empiricism first manifested itself in the well-known pre-war project 
entitled Untersuchungen uber A uslese und A npassung (Berufswa h l  
und Berufsschicksa l) der A rbeiter in der Grossindustrie (Inquiry into  
th e Selection and A dapta tion of ll'orkers in  La rge-Sca le Industry. 
Occllpa tiona l Choice, and  Occupa tiona l  Fa te) (VfS, 1910, II). This 
survey, which was carried out under the direction of Heinrich 
Herkner, Gustav Schmoller and Alfred 'Veber and resumed in factory 
studies, was based on the theoretical sections in one of Max 'Veber's 
working papers (Weber, 1908) wherein he formulated two aims for 
such a survey: firstly. 'what effects does large-scale industry have on 
the personal character, occupational fate and non-occupational life 
style of its workforce' (ibid., I); secondly, 'how far is large-scale 
industry restricted in its development by given qualities, arising from 
tradition and living conditions, in its workforce' (ibid.). 'Veber 
proposed a two-pronged strategy of data collection which included 
an unspecified number of interviews as well as the evaluation of pay 
rolls and personal records. He worked out a detailed questionnaire for 
the workers' interviews. whose twenty-seven items were to be filled in 
jointly by interviewer and respondent. In accordance with 'Veber's 
theoretical interests, these questions were not confined to material 
concerns, but included questions relating to the respondents' 
'psychic qua Ii ties', i.e. their hopes, wishes and self-evaluations which 
were to be compared with the objective situation. However, this latter 
aspect remained largely underdeveloped when it came to the 
implementation of the survey, and while material about age, origin, 
wages and productivity was widely referred to in the ensuing eight 
monographs and even partly statistically correlated, the answers 
relating to psychology were 'no more than impressions' and 
represented 'at best a few quotations cited out of context' (Zeise I, 1933, 

132). 
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I n  view o f  the s trong interes t  in subj ect ive ' pyschologica l' factors , 
these lacunae may a t  first  seem puzzl ing; but  they are scarcel y 
surprising because of Weber ' s fai lure to d i s tinguish between the 
psychological  and action- theory dimensions in his  hypotheses ; thus 
they remained u nclear and ran in to di fficu l ties when they were to be 
opera tional ized . Similar di fficu l ties occurred in the firs t expl ici tly 
social -psychological enquiry in to the 'workers' question ' ,  which was 
inspired by Max Weber and publ ished by Adolf  Levenstein in 1 9 1 2. 
The theoretical  background to this  s tudy was the working paper 
already referred to ( Weber, 1 908 ) ;  but  in contrast  to the In quiry into 
th e Selection and A daptation,  Levenstein concentra ted exclusively 
on ' the  connection between technology and inner l i fe '  (Levens tein ,  
1 9 1 2, I); he s tarted from the assumption that  the rout inization and 
monotony of industrial work sys tematical ly increased the spiri tual 
impoverishment of the proletariat .  In order to tes t th i s  hypothesis he 
developed a ques tionnaire of twenty-six i tems based on Weber 's ,  
which was to be answered by the various occupational groups and 
which covered four themes :  the 'psychic rela tionsh ip '  to work and 
working condi tions . idea s on improvemen ts of the ma teria l s i tua tion , 
the rela tionsh ip to the 'socia l com muni ty '  and at t i tudes to 'non
occupa t iona l cu l tural and other problems ' ( ibid. ) .  

To carry o u t  the survey,  Levens tein-who, a s  a former worker, 
'had himsel f been pushed around in a prole tarian and proletaroid 
exis tence' (Weber, 1 909, 529)-used h i s  con tacts wi th h i s  old class 
comrades to address them directly or to dis tribute h i s  ques tionnaire 
wi th their help.  Even so,  he  met considerable di fficul ties, not least 
because of the distrus t  aroused by polemics in the Social Democratic 
press, so that his response rate of 63% must be seen as a significant 
achievement .  In his evaluation of the 5 ,000 replies he paid part icular 
atten tion tp poss ible differences between the occupa tional groups 
(metal , text i les , mining) .  Wi thi n  these 'workers ' ca tegories ' he 
d i s t inguished further be tween four so -ca l led 'psychologica l types '  
(Levens tein,  1 9 1 2, 1 1 ) .  label led the ' in tel lectual ' ,  the 'con templative' , 
the 'mis-educated' and the 'mass '  ( ibid . ) .  As these labels make clear, 
their designation as 'psychological ' could hardly be j us t i fied .  and 
Le�ens tein admi tted tha t they were ultima tely based 'on entirely 
subj ective convictions ' ( ibid . ) and were wi thout theoretical 
foundation.  Given these deficiencies the original claims were bound 
to remain lofty pos tulates :  there was rich descriptive material about 
the a t ti tudes of the various types in rela tion to their occupat ional 
s i tuation; but the decis ive question about ' the men tal and physical 
processes of class types ' ( ibid . ,  3) could not be conclus ively answered 
and re trea ted progressivel y in to the background of the analysis .  
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Nevertheless, Levenstein ' s  survey was in no way as 'naive' as i t  was 
j udged t� be by Zei sel , for ins tance (Zei sel , 1 933,  1 3 1 ) ; whi le  i t  was in  
keeping with the s tandards curren t a t  the t ime, i t  a lso offered a new 
analytical perspective which had not been seen so clearl y  before, even 
if it was not sufficien tly worked ou t .  The fact that  his work found no 
successors and was soon forgot ten is  certainly  due to the ou tbreak of 
the war which put any discussion abou t  the proletaria t  and the socia l 
ques tion i n to cold s torage . But even after 1 9 1 8  there was no 
resumption of this  type of survey ,  owing not  onl y  to a changed social  
con sciousness but  a l so to a change in  the preoccu pa tions of academ ic 
sociology i tself ,  which had actual ly  already s tarted before the war. 
One ma y poi n t  here to the origins of the German Society for 
Sociology whose orien ta tion �ad a l tered significan tly between i ts 
founda tion in  1 909 and the beginning of the war;3 1 i n  a l l  early 
discussions phi losophy and empirical in teres ts, while u nconnected, 
carried rela tively equal weigh t: two years later an arts -orien ta ted 
concept of sociology came to the fore which ca l led itse l f  'empirical ', 
but unders tood th is  in the Hege l ian sense of a world of phenomena 
which could onl y  be adequa tely in terpreted by 'pure ' sociology. 

In such a cl imate there was l i t t le incen t i ve for undertaking a 
di fferen tia ted s tudy of the work and l i ving condi tions of the 
proletaria t; worse. wi th Max \Veber's death in  1 920 and thus the loss 
of the mos t  important exponen t  of a theoretical  social -pol i t ica l  
orienta tion , an almost complete dearth o f  th is type o f  survey 
fol lowed.3 2 An increase in the l i tera ture occurred only in the second 
half  of the 1 920s . I t  came th i s  time not from academic. but from trade 
union circles and almos t en t irely  from whi te-col lar unions .  Usi ng as 
a base the occupa t iona l censuses . these ' new' unions bega n to gather 
toge ther i n forma tion about the i ncome a nd l iving  s tandards of thei r 
members in order to back up their arguments i n  negotiations about 
wage se t tlement s .  Thus the AF A League publ ished an  inquiry by 
O t to Suhr abou t Die Lebenslza ltung der Angestellten (Emplo)iees ' 
At titude to Life) (AFA. 1 928 ) ;  the German Na tiona l Associ a tion of 
Clerks commissioned F. Behringer's Herkwzft , Vorb ildzmg wzd 
Berufsausbildung der Kaufmannslelzrlinge (Origin, Educat ion and 
Professiona l Tra ining of Business Apprentices) (Behringer, 1 928) 
and the Union of Whi te-Col lar Employees examined Die 
w irtsclzaf t liclze wzd sozia le Lage der A ngestel l ten ( Th e  Eco zzomic and 
Socia l Posit ion of White-Co llar  Ernp loyees) ( 1 93 1 ) . These i nquiries 
remained purely descript i\'e and confined lo the 'object ive '  pos i t ion 
of the employees , s ince subjective at t i tudes and forms of behaviour 
were no longer of any interest in  empi rical research. 
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German Workers 1929-Critical Purpose in Social Research 

Appeari ng a t  a ti me when there was almost  no empi rical research in  
the  academic field , the  presen t s tudy marked a first step towards the 
redi scovery of  the proletaria t  as  an obj ect of empirical s tudy ,  s ince 
projec ts s imi lar  to that of the Frankfurt group were being planned in 
other places .  Mention must  be made of the survey a t  the Psychologica l 
Ins t i tu te in Vienna in to Die A rbeitslosen vo n Marientha l (The 
Unemp lo yed of Marienthal  (Lazarsfeld/Jahoda/Zeisel , 1 933), even 
though i t  was not begun unti l  1 930 and took a di fferen t pa th , 
conceptual ly  speaking.33 Whereas the Vienna group was strongly 
infl uenced by American work such as Robert and Helen Lynd' s  s tudy 
of Middletown ( Lynd/Lynd, 1929), Fromm and his  col labora tors 
s tood for the German tradi tion , as previously ou tl ined ,  which they 
tried to develop in three ways:  

Fi rs t ly ,  their research was to take place in a demanding 
theoretical and in ter-discipl inary context ,  s ince they bel ieved that 
' the working ou t of a theory of social development is decisively 
dependen t on a genera l increase in empirical knowledge ' (see p.  4 1 ). 
In  o ther words , empirical research was to make a con tribut ion to the 
theo ret ical s tudy of ma terial i sm which,  in  the face of the Weimar 
experience, had shown i t sel f to be deficien t  in an unders tanding of 
mani festa tions and consciousness . 

In contrast  to previous surveys ,  these mani festations would 
not be described in i sola tion , but a ttempts would be made to explain 
them on two level s; on the macro-level by comparing 'da ta on 
group-speci fic individual at t i tudes and personal i ty s tructures ' (see 
p.  4 1 )  wi th 'a range of objective data such as income, occupation ,  
mari tal s tatus' (HS, 1936, 239) and, o n  the micro-level , by a sys tematic 
s tructural  anal ysis of  individual cases . 

Methodologica l ly ,  th is wou ld signi fy a combi na tion of the 
q uant itat ive techniques of a wri t ten questionnaire wi th a psycho
analyt ical ly based q ualitat ive procedure, never before at tempted , in 
order to relate represen tative statements to the 'uncovering of 
personal i ty trai t s '  (see p .  53 ). 

Although i t  was not poss ible to real ize a l l  these poin ts as the s tudy 
developed, and al though the inquiry ul t imately remained fragmen
tary, it s t i l l  bears tes t imony to the a t tempt to ini tiate a new 'cri t ical 
purpose in social research ' whose speci fic form was wi thout  doubt 
unique at  the t ime. 

The In ter-discip linary Co tztext of the Study 

When Fromm and his  col labora tors began their survey. the Insti tute 



1 6  The Working Class in Weimar  Germany 

for Social Research was formal l y  under t he d i rect ion of Carl 
Grunberg, a l though most actual decis ion s were taken by members of 
the fut ure Frankfurt circle such as Friedrich Pol lock and Max 
Horkheimer; and since Grunberg was not in teres ted in social
psychological inquiries, the start  of t he s tudy i tsel f provides an 
indica tion of t he growing re-orien ta t ion,  which gai ned official 
sanct ion when Horkheimer was made Director two years la ter. 34 In 
his  speech of acceptance , Horkheimer presen ted a new program me 
based on a concept of in ter-discip linary material ism (Horkheimer, 
1 93 1 ), which cent ral ly  determined t he work of the Ins t i t u te un t i l  t he 
m id- 1 930s. This programme i s  of in terest  to us in  the presen t  con text.  
because i t  places the workers ' survey in to  a far wider con text  and 
makes clear t he meta- theore t ical viewpoin t  from which Fromm ' s  
s tudy was seen a t  t he t i me. 

The start ing poin t  of Horkheimer 's  argument ,  which was later 
elabora ted in several papers (Horkhei mer , 1 932a .  b; 1 933a , b ) ,  was a 
cri t ical diagnosis of con temporary science which was found to su ffer 
from a basic 'cont raction of rat ional i ty '  ( 1 932a, 4) .  The ou tward s igns 
of th is  ' inner cris is '  ( ibid. , 4)  were a 'chao t ic subject  special izat ion '  
( 1 93 1 ,  40) as wel l as a growing separat ion bet ween philosophy and 
science, revealed above all in the clash bet ween posi t ivism and 
metaphysics. Both forms of knowledge ,  accordi ng to I-:iorkheimer, 
were based on equal ly val id cogni tive concerns :  whereas the core of 
pos itivism lay in i t s  ins istence on empiri cal research methods,  
metaphysics, concentrated on reflect ions abou t t he basic ' for-what 
purpose '  quest ion of human existence 'which was too deeply  rooted 
in man ' s  psyche to ever to  set aside' ( 1 930. 70) .  In  t he degree to w hi ch 
each became absolu t i s t  in i ts claims, t hese two approaches were 
t ransformed i n to ideologi es ,  and once thus  confron t ing each o ther 
as closed ideologica l l y-based conceptual  systems they became se t i n to 
opposi te forms of sci en tific pract ice and a brake was pu t on the 
quanti ta t i ve and qual i ta t i ve developmental  poten t ial  of both  ( 1 932a , 
2 ); cogni tion of t he total  social  process was sys tema t ica l ly  paralysed . 

This di ssociat ion of t heory and empirical research was not seen as 
inevi table by Horkheimer , and in this connect ion he poin ted to t he 
Marxian analysis of capital i s t  socie t y  which to h im seemed to  offer an 
al ternative in  two ways : in  con t rast  to the metaphys ical social 
phi losophers, Marxism had a thoroughly  materia l i s t  orien tation; bu t 
i n  con tras t  to pos i tivi sm , t he decis ive s ignificance of i ts ' theory of 
mere data col lection ' ( 1933b,  1 95 )  had to be recogni sed . Through his 
specific coupling of theore t ica l construct ion and empirical research 
Marx had formula ted a 'uni fica t ion of phi losophy and science ' 
( 1 933a. 25) which, for Horkhei mer, resul ted i n  a 'qua l i ta t i ve 
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transforma tion of fundamen tal  ca tegories ' ( 1 934 ,  49 ) and l i fted 
'knowledge as such onto a higher plane'  ( 1 934 , 49 ) :  Marx 's 
conception overcame the mechanical materia l i sm of the eighteen th 
cen tury and freed the dia lec tica l construction of real i ty  from i ts 
metaphysical founda tions ,  since the spiri tua l principles of the 
idea l i s t  phi losophers were replaced by economica l l y-based mat
eria l i s t  pri nci ples of social evolution . This faci l i ta ted 'a moving away 
from metaphys ics to scien tific theory ' ( 1 932b, 1 32 )  wi th normative as 
wel l as  descriptive clai ms ;  i t was preci sel y in this double sense tha t the 
crit ique of pol i t ical economy offered 'a  formulation of his torical 
experience which accords with contemporary cogni tion ' ( 1 932b, 1 33 )  
and could serve as an exemplary model for a theoretical ly  based and 
empirical ly  differentiated analysis  of  social relations.  

But  Marxist theory was in no way a blank cheque for correct 
analysis : i f  i t  appeared 'as a universal means of cons truction in place 
of concrete invest igations ' ( 1 932b, 1 32) ,  the cri tique of poli tical 
economy would  i tsel f be transformed again in to a 'closed , dogma tic 
metaphysic '  ( ibid. ) ,  which was j us t  as ideological l y  suspect to 
Horkheimer as i ts bourgeois eq uivalen ts. The theory only  retained its 
model character when app lied in a reflective his torical manner and 
was i tself not exempted from this tes t ,  s ince Marx 's  laws of social 
developmen t were not laws in the sense of natural science; rather they 
indicated a l l -embracing s tructural and functional connections whose 
concrete forms were in every individual case to be recons tructed. In 
order to be able to comprehend society as an ' incomparable, 
constan t ly changing whole'  ( l 933a, 1 5 ) Horkheimer bel ieved that 
theoretical  and empirical  di fferen tiations  were necessary to account 
for concrete social problems and to guarantee the uni ty of philosophy 
and science that is the hal l mark of a rational explanation . 

Wi th this hypothesis ,  Horkheimer took up a posi tion against the 
tradi tional unders tandi ng of material ism which had been dominant 
in the Frankfurt Ins ti tu te during the Grunberg era : 3 5  i f  Marx ' s  
hypotheses about  the  development of  capi tal i s t  society were to re tain 
their val idi ty despite the massive defeats of the labour movement, 
then the material is t analysis could no longer be confined to the wel l 
known economic cri t ique. In view of the undeniable lack of  
s imul taneousness between base and supers tructure ,  addit ional 
perspec tives had to be admi t ted, and this was not only  a 
theoretical bu t above a l l  a scien ti fic-organ isational problem :  only  
when 'phi losop hers , sociologists ,  economists, historians , psycholo
gists . . .  were uni ted in a con stan t work-association ' ( 1 93 1 ,  4 1 )  would 
i t be possible systematica l l y  to throw l ight  on ' the connections be
tween economic l ife . . . . the psychic developmen t of the individual 
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and cultural change ' ( ibid. ) ,  wi thou t lapsing in to dogmatic pre

concept ions. According to the fundamental hypothesis of this  new 

programme, the val idity of Marxian theory could only be preserved if 

one were able ,  through special is t  research and bas ic  theory formation , 

' to pursue the large philosophical questions by the most refined 

scientif ic methods, to make more precise the questions in  the course 

of actual work on the project, to conceive new methods , and in a l l  this  

not to lose sight of the whole'  ( i bid . ) .  
Horkheimer pointed ou t the  numerous discipl ines which were to 

support the envisaged in ter-discipl inary material i sm,  in which 
philosophy ,  economics ,  social psychology and theory of cu l ture 
s tood in  the forefron t.  36 Psychology was of necess i ty awarded a special 
posi tion , and in the Frankfurt Ins t i tu te i t  became the pivot  of a 
modern Marxi sm.  One can see th i s  in t he research ques t ion which 
Horkheimer raised in  his inaugural address and in which he  sought 
to compress the general theme of fu ture work in to an empirical ly  
viable formula :  ' What relat ion ship can be es tabl i shed for a particu lar 
group . . .  between the role  of  this  group in  the economic process ,  the 
changes in the psychic  s tructure of i ts  individual members and the 
infl uence on i t  of ideas and at t i tudes ? '  ( 1 93 1 ,  44) .  I f  one replaces the 
word 'group'  with that of 'worker ' or 'whi te-col lar  em ployee ' .  one i s  
pre sen ted w i t h  t h e  themes o f  Fromm ' s  study ,  which was ci ted a s  an 
example of the rea l i za t ion of the proposed research progra m me.  Bu t 
for Horkehimer the project was on l y  a part ia l  answer for the 
problems a t hand and needed to be broadened ou t :  the connection 
between economic, psychic and cu l t ural  development was not only to 
be considered from a psychological poin t  of view. bu t was to be put 
in t o  the in ter-disci p l inary spectru m developed by the Ins t i tu te .  in 
which theoret ical reflect ion and empirica l  research were to carry 
equa l weight . 

Horkheimer saw methodological diversi ty  as a s ign of the desired 
in t er-d i scipl inary breadth and proposed to incl ude . next to the 
'various processes of inquiry'  ( ibid . ) ,  a wide range of techn iques of 
secondary analysis ,  ranging from an 'evaluation of the publ ished 
s ta t is t i cs . . .  i n  con nect ion wi th  t he ongoing ana lysis  of the economic 
s i tuat ion ' ( ibid. ) to sociological and psychological scru tiny of the 
'press and l i terary works '  ( ibid . ) .  The appl ication and refinemen t of 
these con ceptual ly  neutral methods was however to be derived from 
an overarching process which Horkhei mer formulated as  a co
ordinated three-pronged research s trategy comprising 'social 
phi losophy ' ,  ' social research ' and 'a theory of the course of h is tory' . 37 
According to t his model , which al so s t ands as  the qu in t essence of the 
foregoing social science cri t ique, social phi losophy mus t  first 
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formulate a 'general theoretical inten tion aiming a t  the general 
"essen tial s "  ' ( ibid . ,  4 1  ) .  This  represen ted the framework of problems 
for the j oint  research process. At the social research level , the task was 
to p ick up and re- formula te general questions according to the 
s tandards of the separate discip l ines and to find the answers through 
the empirical work.  The third s tep, arising from the combined effect 
of social phi losophy and social research , was to offer what was cal led 
a ' theory of the course of h i s tory in the presen t epoch ' ( l 932c, III ) ,  
namel y one which presen ted an in tegrated, material ist  analysi s  of the 
various separate scien tific perspectives , for the construction of which 
the workers' s tu dy was, in Horkheimer's eyes , an early and important 
foundation stone. 

A na ly t ica l  Socia l-Psych o logy as Theoretica l Background 
Al though the argument  outl ined above makes clear the  methodo
logical framework wi thin which Fromm's  study was placed within 
the Ins t i tu te ,  this  does not i ndicate how the survey was to be 
constructed and implemented:  the programme basical ly said no more 
than that empirical work should be undertaken, withou t specifying 
how i t  would actual ly proceed in l ine wi th 'cri t ical social research ' .  
However, this absence was by  no  means due to  an  overs ight ;  for 
Horkheimer, the cri t ical poten tial of empirical research lay less in the 
concrete research work than in  an independen t social phi losophy 
which had to j udge ex post facto the significance of these inherently 
neutral methods .38 His  methodological gu idel ines were therefore 
confined to encouraging methodological divers i ty ,  and his few 
additional remarks were exclus ively concerned with the problem of 
the social -phi losophical usefulness of procedures whose structure 
was already predetermined by tackl ing the workers' inquiry. Given 
th is  backgrou nd, i t  hardly seems possible, in con tras t to 
Horkheimer' s own presen tation ( 1 93 1 ,  44) to 'derive' the presen t 
study from the in ter-discipl inary programme.39 Al though i t  could 
have fi t ted into the programme and could  be related to i ts aims, the 
study 's  concrete form arose from other considerat ions which had 
arisen prior to and ou tside the Insti tute's programme and which , 
especia l ly  in  their theoretical aspects ,  were essentia l ly  those of Erich 
Fromm .  

Fromm 's  contribu tion t o  the developmen t of what i s  now cal led 
'early cri t ical theory '40 was certainly grea ter than is usual l y  a l lowed 
for in the rel evan t l i tera ture. Al though , as a 'scien tific loner ' , 4 1  Fromm 
apparently never belonged to Horkheimer 's  inner circl e,42 his 
conception of a material i s t  social psychology infl uenced the 
Inst i tute ' s  theory formation at l east as strongly as did the in ter-
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disciplinary programme i tself .  I f  one asks why i t  was Fromm and not 

some other psycho-analyst who was in tegrated in to the Ins t i tu te , 

then , apart from coincidences and personal factors , 43 Fromm 's  

double qual i fi ca tion as  a sociologis t  and psychologis t , by  which he  

was  d i s t ingui shed from mos t  of  his  col leagues, cer ta inly  played a 

part . In contras t  to Bernfeld or Reich , for example ,  h i s  in troduction 

to psychoanalys is  had not been · through medicine but through 

studies in sociology and phi losophy,  w i th h i s  main in terest  at firs t 

lying in sociology. Only  after his  Ph . D. thesis ,  en t i tled The Socio logy 

of Jew ish Law (Fromm, 1 922 ) and completed under Al fred \Veber,  did 

Fromm turn more s trongly to psychology and undertake a 
comprehensive psycho-analyt ical training through which he gained 
distance from Jewish orthodoxy.44  Al though cl inical psychology 
took up a considerable part  of his t ime, his in terest in sociologica l  and 
social  questions remained. He dedicated himself  to a con tinuation of  
the  work for his  Heidelberg disser tation on problems of the sociology 
of religion (Fromm,  1 927 ,  1 93 l a ) ,  made con tributions to a social 
psychological analysis of criminal  ju stice (Fromm , 1 930, 1 93 l b )  and, 
in paral le l  with these , publ i shed his au thori tative essays (Fromm .  
1 929, 1 932a) i n  which h e  presen ted the 'method and task o f  
analyt ical social  psychology ' .  

This concept , which was  uncondit ional ly  accepted by  most 
members of the Inst i tute ,  a t  leas t un t i l  1 937 ,  actual l y  consisted of two 
parts ;  the description of  the relat ionship of economic and psych ic 
factors was i tsel f based on a l engthy discussion concerning the 
compatibi l i ty of Freud and Marx which in i t ial ly proceeded along 
established l ines :  Fromm,  l i ke others ,  a lso saw the biological basis of 
Freudian theory as the essen tial  indirect proof for i ts materia l i s t  
character and reduced the  inst inctual world to 'a force of  na ture 
. . .  which l ike o thers, belongs directly to the base of the social process '  
( 1 932, 49) .  Such pseudo-biological connotations were not  always 
taken over uncri tica l ly .  however ; in  con trast to Reich , for example ,  
Fromm regarded ' the active and passive adaptation of the impulses to 
social real i ty . . . as the key concept of psycho-analysi s '  ( ibid . ,  3 1 ) , and 
even i f  the instinc tual apparatus had to be described primari l y  in 
biologica l terms. i t  had always appeared ' in  rea l i ty . . .  in a given 
speci fic form that had been changed by the social process ' ( ibid . , 45) .  
Wi th this , psycho-analysi s was being accorded social-scien t i fic 
quali t ies which on closer inspec tion remain ambivalent ,  however : 
a l though Fromm reacted specifica l ly  agains t  a purely natural -science 
interpretation of Freudian theory , the social determinat ion of  natural 
poten tials was not regarded by him as a problem re la  t i ng to the social  
cons ti tution of na ture, but  as a question of the social 'modifiabi l i ty 
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of the ins tinctual apparatus ' ( ibid. , 39) ,  so that the biological 
in terpretation was not  actual ly nul l i fied, bu t was overlaid by 
addi tional concep ts of a sociologica l kind.  

This tendency can also be seen in the conceptualization of the 
socia l -psychologica l  procedure i tself :  the s tarting-poin t  here was ,  as a 
matter of principle ,  ' the method . . . of classical Freudian 
psychoanalysi s '  ( ibid. , 54) ,  which needed not to be changed, but to be 
rigorously transferred ' to soci al phenomena' ( ibid. ) .  This is to be 
unders tood qui te l i teral ly s ince, unl ike in  the argumen ts of Reich and 
Sapir ,  the indiv idual -psychological orientation of Freudian theory 
was completel y retained. In other words , social psychology was for 
Fromm not a mass-or class-psychology,  but rather a form of 
extrapolated personal psychology which was grounded in the 'banal 
fact '  ( 1 929, 268) that society al ways consis ted of 'single, l iving 
individuals , who coul d  not be guided by any other psychic laws than 
those which psycho-analys i s  had discovered in  the individual ' ( 1 932, 
32) .  

Given such a view of a but marginal di fference between i ndivi dual 
psychology and social  psychology, the paradigmatic core of the 
psycho-analytica l explana tion of consciousness ari sing from the 
unconscious could  be incorporated without further ado. Paral lel to 
the Freudian equation : psychic s tructure = drive + repression or 
subl imation , Fromm thus developed an idea, bas ica l ly  taken from 
Freud, of the ' l ibidinous s tructure '  ( ibid. , 5 1 )  of a society as his  basic 
concept. As the 'product of the effect of socio-economic condit ions on 
instinctual tendencies ' ( ibid. , 53 ) ,  the l ibidinous s tructure is on the 
one hand supra-individual ;  on the other hand it is i tsel f anchored in 
the individual :  l ike the individual s tructure , i t  develops through the 
mechanisms of repress ion and sublimation; but these, representing a 
social-psychological con text ,  can only be deduced from the socio
economic condi tions of a given rea l - l i fe si tuation ,  and can be 
regarded as the cen tral factor in  the development of feel i ngs and 
consciousness wi th in  di fferen t s trata of society. 

What role does the l ibidinous structure play in  social processes , and 
what can be explained by it? In so far as changes in instinctual 
tendencies are dependent  on economic condi tions ,  the s tar ting-point ,  
according to  Fromm ,  is invariably that ' the l ib ido adapts to  the 
econom ic s tructure . . .  thus becoming a factor that s tabil izes class 
rela tionships ' ( l 932a, 5 1  ) .  Through sublimation and repression, 
specific displaced ideal transferences occur which ,  functioning 
through the ra tional ization of unconscious drives, hide the 
con tradictory nature of social relations and act as the necessary 
precondition for the main tenance of social  relations of dominance 
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and subordina tion . In so far as changes in  ins tinctual tendencies 
which manifest themselves in norm s and ideologies are a t  the same 
time to be seen as an exploi tation and in tegration of those drives , this 
s ign i fied for Fromm that l i bidinous forces were in themselves an 
essent ial  fac tor for cons t i tu t ing society . 45 They provided ' the mortar 
. . .  without which society could not hold together ' ( ibid . ,  50) ,  s ince 
' nei ther the external power apparatus nor ra tional in terests wou ld be 
sufficient on their own to safeguard the functioning of society 
wi thout man ' s  l ibidinous s trivings ' ( ibid . ) . Ul timately it is a l so from 
this tha t a theoretical possibi l i ty arises for the drives to become a force 
of socia l  change . On the a ssumption that con tradictions and 
repression grow, an original ly  posi t ive functional rela tionship 
between l ibidinous s tructure and economic organi sation cou ld be 
reversed, thus rel easing l ibidinous energies wi th explosive 
consequences. 

Anal ytical l y  speaking,  the concept of a l ibidinous  s tructure marked 
a first at tempt a t  explaining the genesi s  and efficacy of ideologies , 
which was ,  however.  s ti l l  relat ivel y abstract :  basica l l y .  Fromm had 
sta ted no more than that there existed a con nection be tween an 
in stinctual base and the formati on of ideology ; but  this hypothesis 
did not say anything about how and in  what ins tances this process 
opera ted in a way which was tangible in socia l -psychological terms . 
By reference to Freudian social izat ion theory ,  Fromm therefore 
expanded his  argumen t i n  two respects in a way which was a l so to 
faci l i ta te the transi t ion to empirical analysi s :  on the one hand,  as wi th 
Wi l helm Reich ( Reich , 1 929, 1 59) ,  the fami ly  was in troduced as the 
social locus through which 'society or a class impresses on the child 
and hence on the adul t a structure which i s  commensurate wi th i t '  
( l  932a . 35 ) .  From this  arose the research q uestion , deal t wi th at  l ength 
in Studies on  A u thority and  Fam ily ( US. 1 936 ) .  as to 'how far the 
fami ly  . . .  was the product of a particular socia l  form and how far a 
social l y  de term ined change of the fam i l y  . . .  cou ld have an infl uence 
on the psychic development of the i ndividua l ' ( 1 929 . 269 ) .  For the 
workers ' survey.  on the o ther hand , a di fferen t refinemen t .  taken from 
Karl Abraham ( 1 925 ) and derived from a reworking of Freudian 
charactero logy . was used from which were developed the 
psychologica l ' types · which were to be used to expla in the connection 
between ' persona l i ty  t ra i ts and pol i tica l a t ti tudes ' (Chap .  4; Fromm, 
l 932b .  1 936 ) .  The s tarti ng-poi n t  for th i s  concept of  various ' societal 
characters '-the term used by Fromm in  1 94 1 46-lay in  the psycho
ana ly tica l scheme of the s tages of indi vidual character format ion : in 
s tric t psycho-anal ytica l fashion .  Fromm descri bed the a tti tude 
disposi t ions which re la te co the ora l .  ana l ,  and phal l ic phases which 
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could in the course of development each sol idi fy i nt o  thei r own type , 
and hence in to di fferent character s tructures ( 1 932b,  252£) .  
Independen tly from thi s and a t  the sociologica l level . Fromm , wi th 
reference to Sombart , defined the 'character trai ts typical of the 
bourgeois  spiri t '  ( ibid. , 274) .  such as thri ft , orderl iness , sense of duty 
and competi t iveness .  Since ou twardly these fac tors accorded widely 
wi th those typical of the anal charac ter as previously analysed 
Fromm ,  in  'applying the psychoanalytical characterology to 
sociological problems' ( ibid . , 268) , came to the conclusion that  
' the typica l l i bidinous s tructure of man in bourgeois society i s  
charac terized by a reinforcement of  the  anal li bido posi t ion ' ( ibid. , 
274) .  The iden tifica tion of bourgeois a t t i tudes and anal character was 
further di fferent iated in an elabora tion of that argument ;  Fromm 
thought  tha t these character trai ts were 'more h indrance than help ' 
( ibid .) for the propert ied class under monopoly capi ta l ism.  An ana l 
fixa tion thus appeared to be typical only of the pe tty bourgeoisie;  but 
even here there were signs of a di fferent emphasis  in  that ' the 
characteri s tic  mixture in an anal a t t i tude of respect for paternal 
authori ty [and] a longing for di sci pline' appeared ' i n  s trange alliance 
wi th rebel l ion ' ( ibid .) .  As against  the anal fixa tion of the pet ty 
bourgeoisie .  there fina lly evolved an al terna tive psychological type , 
defined by a geni tal character structure ,  which Fromm promptly 
ascribed ,  on the basis  of the 'equivalence of psycho-sexua l and social 
development '  ( Dahmer , 1 973 ,  34 l ), to the proletaria t .  In con trast  wi th 
Reich ' s emphatic hypotheses (Reich , 1 933), Fromm ' s  elabora tions 
remai ned rel a tively vague on this poin t  and hardly wen t  beyond the 
s ta tement tha t ,  in the ideal case, the geni tal character had at i ts 
disposa l a s trong, unambivalent and loving ego. Thi s  vagueness was 
probably due to the results already emerging at  the t ime from his 
parallel empi rical s tudies ; for although anal trai ts  should have been 
'superfluous '  for the proletariat because of i t s posi tion in the 
production process the en qu�te ouvriere had made clear that the 
ra ther dari ng social - theoretical  cons truct of a geni tal  and 
revolutionary character was hardly widespread in real life. 

The Imp lemen ta tion and Eva lua tion of the Study 
If  one compares Fromm 's concept w i th the hypotheses of other 
representa tives of the Freudian Left it emerges tha t ,  whi le  there are 
differences of con ten t between them , the type of theory was ulti ma tel y 
the same , in tha t  they were all engaged to provide rela tively general 
explanatory model s; Fromm 's  work , l i ke tha t of Reich ,  for example ,  
con tai ned few statements which migh t  have presen ted a s tarting 
poin t  for empirical  veri ficat ion.  Or to put  i t  another way :  whereas 
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Fromm had i ndeed out l ined a research possibi l i ty ( the analysis  of 
ideologies and charac ter s t ructure of particular  groups in  the 
population ) ,  th i s  did not mean that  he had developed a 'design ' for an 
empirical enqui ry ,  and the question i s  how, given the connec tion 
between theory and empirici sm,  he arrived a t  the decision to 
undertake empirica l work . This question canp.ot be answered on the 
basis of Fromm 's theory alone. An analytic social  psychology could 
give guidance to em pirical work ,  but  such work was not the 
i nevi table consequence. One therefore needs to look for external 
fac tors which had nothing to  do wi th  theory ,  and here there were two 
reasons which seem to have been deci s ive .  The first precondi tion 
seems to have been Fromm 's  dual qual i fi ca tion in sociology a nd 
psychology. which enabled him . far more than Bemfeld or  Reich , to 
engage in  empirical social research .  At  least  as  importan t  was .  
secondl y, the  connection with the Frankfurt I ns t i tu te .  I t  not only  had 
the organiza t ional and financial means for the execu tion of a large 
proj ect .  bu t a l so employed a col laborator, Hilde \Vei ss , who was 
fami l iar wi th  inq uiries in  the then largel y forgotten Weberian 
t radi t ion and who was involved in  a revival of work of this na ture.47 

There fol lowed a division of labour in the conceptual i za tion and 
execution of the s tudy which to some extent repeated Horkheimer's  
model of the in teraction of social ph i losophy and social research , bu t 
thi s  t ime on the level of a single discip l ine ;  From m took on the 
ini tiating, directing role , while Hilde Weiss was en trusted wi th the 
actual execu tion .48  Which parts of the research des ign s tem from 
Fromm and which from Hilde Weiss can no longer be reconstructed , 
but  i f  one looks a t  the question naire and early in terpreta tions in  the 
Studies on A u thority and  Family it becomes clear that a deci sive 
infl uence on the eval ua t ion of i ts empirica l  working methods can be 
clearly traced to a qu i te speci fic precursor . namely to Adolf  
Levenstein . His  idea s a re not iceable in  many pl aces of the en q uete :  
differen tia t ions in the  a rea of a t ti t udes .  the division in to three 
' psychological types ' as wel l  as the ana lysis of repl ies to each ques t ion 
in  rela tion to economic posi t ion and pol i t ical orien ta tion (cf .  Chap . 3 )  

- a l l  had been ·pu t in to pract ice i n  rudi men tary form b y  Levenstei n 
before, so tha t the present s tudy can i n  some respects be described as  a 
second edi tion of h i s  inq uiry .  

Bu t in bo th i ts theoretical cla ims and i ts empi rical  programme the 
s tudy wen t fa r  beyond tha t of Levenstei n ;  its purpose was to gain as 
comprehen sive a picture as  possible of the 'opinions , a tt i t udes a nd 
ways of l i fe of workers ' (see p .  42) .  Indeed , the ques tionnaire, wi th i t s  
27 1 quest ion s .  exceeded a l l  previous l imi t s ,  and ,  even seen sole ly  a s  a 
purel y q uant i ta tive social research proj ect ,  i t  was not  entirel y 
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sa ti sfactory : the high number of non-replies to certain questions as 
wel l as the rela t ively low response ra te , which a t j us t  over 33% did not 
reach the level of Levenstein ' s ,  i s  a s ign tha t respondents were being 
'overtaxed ' .  The length of the  questionnai re was m isconceived both 
with regard to the s tudy' s  theoretical aims and to the practical i ties of 
the i nquiry :  out of the 271 ques tions ,  hardly  more than half-namely 
1 56 ( HS ,  1 936, 248 )-had anything to do wi th actual att i tudes ; but  
even within thi s  group many ques tions  were of only partial use for 
analysi s ,  given the time-sca le and framework of the i nquiry .49 

It would ,  however, be shortsighted to turn these technical 
deficiencies i n to fundamental obj ections to the s tudy as  such.  
Al though i t  i s  true tha t Fromm and his  col laborators were relat ively 
inexperienced in social research a t  the s tart of  the inquiry ,  this lack of 
experience also had i ts advan tages .  Since they did not  start off with a 
fixed set of tools ,  bu t had 'fi rs t to work out the right use of the 
questionnaire method ' ( IfS ,  1 936, 23 1 ) , they were in a posi tion to try 
ou t an experimen ta l form of inquiry , half forgotten today, which 
a imed a t  the possib i l i ty for crea tive developmen t and change ra ther 
than the most efficien t appl icat ion of known techniques.  In other 
words ,  they were concerned within the above-mentioned theoretical  
framework to tes t out the various empirical possibi l i ties ;  but in  so far 
as they were main ly  concerned with test ing the usefulness of a 
number of techniques for elici ting responses , in  wha t may have been 
a technica l ly  ' ineffecti ve ' procedure , this  was not only j us ti fied but 
even necessary . 

The work was not undertaken i n  a naive manner, as the prel iminary 
methodological del ibera tions showed: al though the separate 
methodologica l ana lyses were not publ ished unti l  later (Schachtel , 
1 93 7; Lazarsfeld , 1 937 ) ,  the discussion for and agains t  a wri tten 
ques tionnaire had early on reached a h igh standard for i ts time . 
Arguments were developed which remind one of today 's  cri tici sms of 
a tti tudinal research .50 In the circumstances , a decision i n  favour of 
in terviews of the psycho-analytic model could have been expected , 
s ince i t  was immedia te in teraction, i n  Fromm 's view , which offered 
the best possibi l i ty of reveal ing the respondents ' real a t ti tudes . Bu t 
s ince a t  the same time a representa ti ve i nquiry was considered 
essen tial , 5 1  the in terview method would have been too expensive ,  so 
tha t ul ti ma te ly  only a wri t ten ques tionnaire remained feasible.  Even 
so , an a ttempt was made to i nclude the advan tages of the in terview , as 
is shown in the discussion about 'closed versus open -ended 
questions ' .  The suggest ive nature of s tandardized pre-set answers as 
well as the loss of individual nuances of response were considered and 
led to most of the att i tudinal questions being posed in del iberately 
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'open -ended ' form,  the more so since individual nuances were of 
particular significance for the analysis .  

These considerations were not onl y  of in terest wi th in the Inst i tute 
for the en quete o uvriere , but were regarded as the basi s for further 
studies of 'critical social research ' .  They offered a s tarting-poin t for 
research which was both theoretical ly  wel l -founded as wel l as data 
responsive and  which thus  ful fi l l ed the condi tions that had been onl y  
vaguel y  out l ined in Horkheimer 's  program me :  a s  the work was 
largely founded on theoretica l ly-based questions and open-ended 
responses , the construction of the empirical obj ect did not depend 
exclusively on theore tical pre-conceptions, bu t  i ncl uded the 
respondents '  defin i tions of the problem. This  impl ied an important 
di fference from the then (as now) leading conception of an analyt ical 
deductive socia l  research ,52 since the empirica l  appropriation was no 
longer in one direction , from the theoretical -conceptual defini tion 
through i ts opera tional i zat ion , to the measureme n t .  I n s tead, there 
was a conceptual l y  unacceptable  'break ' between the theore tica l  
defin i t ion and the empirical materia l which . a t  least  poten t ia l ly .  
ensured the  necessary da ta -responsiveness and which was  only  to  be 
se t as ide a t  the evaluative s tage .  

The firs t s tep  in the direction of e l iminating the 'break '  consisted of 
'a s imple ,  descriptive account of the repl ies ' ( see p.  42) which 
attempted to classi fy the non-standardi zed, individual poin ts of v iew 
in order to be able to make comparisons .  Here Fromm dist inguished 
two types of class i fica tion , as did Lazarsfeld l a ter ( 1 937 ) , between the 
'descriptive' and the ' interpretative' . The 'descr ipt ive' classification 
included those answers which could al so be used as systematic 
categories,  whereas in  the in terpretative classi fication the repl ies had 
to be categorized in relat ion to over-riding theoretical considerations. 
This  di fferen tia tion , a l though on ly part ia l ,  faci l i tated the selection of 
particularly importan t questions for analysis ;  for u l timately i t  was 
only  those questions which were classi fied as in terpretative which 
were of in terest for the purposes of the inquiry.  The concept of an 
in terpre ta tive classification clearly had psycho-analytica l  con
nota tions; according to Fromm , the repl ies were to be ' analyzed in  the 
same way in which a psycho-analyst  l i s tens to his  pa tients '  free 
associa t ions '  . 5 3  Systematica l l y  speaking,  this  had two impl i 
cations: o n  the one hand, i t  meant  not to take expressed poin ts o f  view 
a t  their face-va lue, but a lways to seek out the d ifferences between 
manifest opinions and their la tent meaning. On the other hand, these 
d ifferences were not to be explained in j ust  any way , bu t according to 
the model of psycho-analy t ic interpretative techniques, s ince the aim 
of the interpre tative classification was ' to relate the original answers to 
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the underl ying personal i ty trai ts ' (see p.  53) .  
In actual practice ,  the category formation was onl y partial ly 

successful in  this respect : a l though Fromm and Schach tel ,  who had 
divided the \�ork of class i fica t ion be tween them,54 constant l y  referred 
to connections between opinions and their  possible psychological 
meaning.  the ca tegories themselves were not real ly psycho-analyt ical 
ones.  Ins tead , they represen ted themes abs tracted from the responses, 
whose conten t in no way corresponded wi th the s tructure which 
could have been expected from the theory. Opi nions were graded 
accordi ng to a rela t ively siinple Righ t -Left dichotomy. whose 
reference poin t s  were de term ined by the 'conserva tive ' ,  the ' l iberal ' 
and the 'social i s t '  theory (see p.  92) .  As a second s tep ,  this schema was 
then rela ted to  the above character types . in  which it was assumed tha t 
the authori tarian or the 'au thori tarian-masochis t i c  character' 
( Fromm , 1 936a . I I O )  would tend towards conservat i sm,  the 
ambivalen t  character towards l iberalism , and the geni tal -revolu
tionary character towards socialism . Without substantia t ing this in 
individual cases , social i st -revol u t ionary a t t i tudes were basica l ly  ra ted 
as pos i t ive. conservative-au thori tarian as nega t ive and. in so far as 
thi s  approach was appl ied to al l  questions . i t  resul ted in a 
hypothetica l  model of a tt i t ude structures revea l ing consis tent ly 'anti
authori tarian '  lef t is ts a t  one end and cons i s ten tl y 'au thori tarian ' 
righ t i s t s  a t  the other. 

This model wi th i ts polarized va lue-j udgmen t , which was applied 
a t  a l l  levels  and which the in termedia te group of the ambivalent 
persona li ty did l i ule to modify.  gave an undoubtedly dis torted 
pic ture of social  rea l i t y ;  furthermore , i ts evalua tion were not  a lways 
sufficient ly  substantiated . 55 But j us t  beca use it ul t imately mi rrored 
the sel f - image and ideology of the Wei mar Left . i t  paradoxical ly  
proved to be  high ly  frui tful for empirical analysis : methodologically 
speaking, the s tudy opened the way for a fals i fication analysi s .  
leading to resul ts which were both surpris ing and remarkable. 

The successive fals i fi cation of the model was first revealed in the 
correlations of the s tat is tics of the second s tage (Chap. 3) wh ich 
sys temati ca l ly  compared classified aui tudes wi th pol i ti cal  orien ta
t ion and occupa tional s ta tus (manua l/whi te-col lar worker) .  The 
com parison showed an unexpected divergence between the 
hypothetical Righ t-Left dichotomy and the actual posi tion , which 
not onl y  pu t in to ques tion the viabi l i ty of the construct , bu t also the 
view of real i ty of the Weimar Left : a l though the survey sample 
cons is ted basical ly  of workers with most ly  left-wing poli tical views, 
the percen tage of ' revolutionary ' repl ies was very low and, 
in teres tingly enough, was reduced precisely in  accordance wi th the 
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extent to which the ' pol i tica l '  content  of a question was not 
immediately apparent .  Th us most  respondents gave the expected 
' left-wing' answer to the ques tion about an i deal form of government,  
whereas the percen tage of responses to the question about the mos t  
important personal i t ies in his tory was already lower ;  and t o  the 
ques tion on corporal pun ishment sign ificant ly more authori tarian 
than anti -authori tarian replies were given . 

Analysis thus revealed that the maj ori ty of responden ts associated 
themselves with the (usually left-wing) s logans of their party, but  that 
their degreee of radicalism was considerably  reduced in more subtle, 
seemingly unpoli tical ques t ions .  This  finding seriously cal led in to 
quest ion the assumed uni ty ,  especia l ly  of social i s t-anti-au thori tarian 
att i tudes,  so that Fromm and his col laborators sought as a third s tep 
(Chap . 4)  to establ ish the consis tency , or otherwise, of at t i tude 
structures- more precisely .  Three atti tude complexes and their inter
relationship were selected for further analys is ,  namely 'pol i tica l '  
atti tudes, att i tudes towards 'authori ty ' , and att i tudes towards fel low 
human beings .  For each complex, s ingle ques tions were selected as 
indicators , a l though the original ly  planned wide range of indicators 
cou ld not be applied because of  a lack of suitable questions . But the 
resul ts of  the subsequen t correla tion wi th pol i tical and occupa tiona l 
characteristics under l ined the resu l ts  previously obtained: a l though a 
relat ively high level of consis tency exis ted for each separa te at t i tude 
'syndrome ' ,  there were profound divergences between the various 
complexes :  on ly 1 53 of the members of the KPD and SPD could  be 
cal led ' radica l '  in the terms of the classification model ,  wh i le 253 had 
to be described as tendentia l ly ,  or tota l ly ,  au thori tarian . 

In view of the smal l ,  and not entirely random , sample one could 
argue about the accuracy of these figures ; bu t th is  is not  rea l ly a t  i ssue 
for the a ims and eva l ua tion of the s tudy :  in  con tras t  to the usua l 
analytical-deductive s trategies , the techn ical precision of their resu l ts 
was a lways less importan t for Fromm and h i s  col laborators than the 
relationship of the resu l ts to the problem , which they saw as 
satis factory only  'if they succeeded in preserving their purposes from 
lapsing in to dogmatic rigidity or in to the mere empi rica l - technica l '  
(Horkheimer, 1 93 1 ,  45 ) .  S tat is t ical exacti tude was no t  the a im.  and 
Fromm several times s tressed that he did not want to offer ' proof' wi th 
his  figures , but only to show tendencies. The main tendency and 
therefore central resu l t  of the s tudy was the  discrepancy between 
manifest poli tical a t t i tudes and latent character structures , s ince,  
contrary to theore tical expectations , there were, empirica l ly  
speaking, very few purely 'au thori tarian ' ,  'ambivalent '  or  ' revo
lutionary ' characters : most responden ts were inconsisten t; they 
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showed au thori tarian at t i tudes in one atti tude syndrome, bu t 
ambivalen t or revolut ionary atti tudes in another. 

This resul t  shou ld have led to further theoretical di fferen tiation 
and developmen ts , but at this poin t  the work remained fragmen tary, 
and the psycho-analytical ly based characterology was not refined so 
as to incorporate the inconsistencies discovered. A re- in terpretation 
along these l ines was only proposed for the so-cal led rebel l ious 
character so that the original aim of relat ing theoretical  premises and 
empirical data was not real ised. 

This  deficiency . which would doubtless have been remedied in one 
form or another in the in tended cont inuation of the work, should not 
be oversta ted . However one may seek to explain the inconsistency, i ts 
exis tence is not in  dispu te , and this gives rise to an in terest ing new 
poin t which can help us to understand the smooth establ i shment of 
fascism after 1 933 :  the ou tward verbal radical ism of the Left was 
mis leading wi th regard to the actual an ti -fascis t  poten tial of the 
labour movemen t, and i f  one looks at the discrepancy between 
manifest opin ion and laten t atti tude, it seems that in many cases a 
left-wing ou tlook was neu tral ized or perverted by underlying 
personal i ty tra i ts .  Fromm's  conclusion was tha t despi te a l l  the 
electoral successes of the Weimar Left, i ts  mem bers were not in the 
pos i t ion , owing to their character s tructure, to preven t the victory of 
Na tional Social i sm .56 

NOTES 

I .  On the Ins t i tute of  Social Research,  see Schmid t ,  1 970; J ay,  1973 ;  Si:ill ner, 1976; 
Dubiel , 1 978 ,  

2. According lo Pollock these doubts  mainly  concerned the loss of ma terial 
which the representat iveness of the s tudy was no longeF assured ; but according 
to Fromm differences of opin ion were crucial  from the s tart (see Jay,  1978, 1 48) .  

3 .  The rela t ionship between Fromm and Adorno was already stra i ned in Frankfurt 
-apparent ly  the fa i l ure of  Adorno to en ter the Inst i tute at  that time was part ly 
connected wi th Horkheimer's refusal to dis tance h imself from From m and 
Lowen thal ( see von Haselberg. 1977 .  11 ). 

4 .  The final reason for leaving the Inst i tu te arose from i ts financial crisis in 
1938-39. S ince Fromm had a certain measure of financial security from his 
psycho-ana ly t ical pract ice Pollock , as business manager of  the Ins t i tute ,  
req ues ted him to give up his  salary , a t  least  temporarily .  In  the face of  this 
request ,  Fromm fel t  that the basis  for further co-operation had been finally 
des troyed , and after he had received compensa t ion of  $20,000 for his ten ured 
pos i tion , he broke off a l l  further con nect ions wi th the I nsti tu te  (conversation 
wi th Fromm , 22 February 1977 ) .  

5. See Jay, 1973,  1 47£. But contradicting Jay, Fromm remembered the last 
publ icat ion plans to have been made in  194 1 .  

6. These at tempts at dissociation wen t so far that the I nsti tu te played down 
Fromm's  participation in t he empirica l work of  t he enq u!ce, while Fromm 



30 

7. 

8. 

9. 

I O. 

I I .  

1 2. 

1 3 .  

1 4 . 

1 5 . 

1 6. 

1 7 . 

1 8. 

The Working Class in Weimar Germany 

disputed the participa t ion of other Inst i tute mem bers in  the  s tudy (conversa t ion 
w i th Fromm , 22 February 1 977 ) .  

Conversa tion wi th Fromm. 22 February 1 977 .  

Al though the in terpreta t ions of the material i sm concept were by no means 
iclentic� l even at  the start  of the Inst i tute (as has been shown above a l l  by Jay. 
I 973 )  increasingly sharper differences of opi n ion appeared on ly from the m iddle 
of the 1 930s; the discon tinuation of the St udien zur A u toritii t und Fam ilie ( IfS. 
1 936) marks the deci sive date in  th i s  respect.  

See Horkheimer, 1 926, I 22f. 

The a t t i tude behi nd this developmen t is made clear in  a s ta temen t by Paul F. 
Lazarsfeld from the early 1 920s: 'The start of a revolut ion must have econom ic 
condi tions on i ts side ( Marx ) ;  a victorious revolut ion needs engi neers a bove a l l  
else (Soviet l l nion ) ;  an unsuccessful revolution needs psychology'  (Lazars feld,  
1 968. 1 49 ) .  

I t  must  be  noted here that  unt i l  late i n  the  1 920s. psychoanalysis was  a system 
which 'was attacked and laughed at by nearly all " respected" experts  and 
academics '  ( From m .  1 970a . 206) and which could only set i t self  up as a 
subcul ture i n  opposi tion IO exist i ng i nsti t u t ions . 

This can be seen for instance in the psycho-analyt i cal ch i ldrens '  home 
labora tory of Wera Schm idt ( 1 92 1 -23 ) or in  the teach ing activi ty of Freud 's 
pupil Ferenczi . or of Bela Kun in Hungary (see Dahmer, 1 97 3 .  276f) .  

For th is  developmen t .  see Dahmer, 1 973 , 282f. This  shows that after the first 
wave of polem ics, an  at  l east partially more sober tone entered the discussion 
towards the end of the 1 920s (see Sapir.  1 929-30; S toljarov, 1 930) ;  however it  
always remained tied to the boundaries of a dogmatised Marxism that could  not 
deal adeq uately with the problem of ' subjective factors ' ,  as  raised by psycho
analysis .  

Thi s  a l so manifests i tsel f  i n  episodes l ike the Sexpol Movement as documented 
by Gente , 1 970, wh ich was i n i t ia ted by Wilhelm Reich .  

To this  group, wh ich was ma i n l y  concentra ted i n  t he psycho-analytica l 
ins t i tu tes i n  Vienna and Berl i n .  belonged , together w i th Bem feld .  Reich . 
Fenichel and Fromm . analysts such as Barbara La ntos . Edi th Jacobsen .  Ka the 
Misch , Ann i e  Angel ,  Edmund Bergler. Annie Reich and probably also Richard 
Sterba . These left-wing psycho-ana lysts were not able to advance beyond an 
informal orga n i sation : a l though ' t hey were agreed on the goal ( the i n tegra tion 
of psycho-ana l ysis  and Marxism)  their theoret ical and pol i tica l  di fferences were 
so gra ve that no academ ic co-opera t ion proved possible' (Dahmer,  1 973.  3 1 l ) . 

For a typical exam ple. see Fenichel , 1 934.  229. 

L en in ' s  polemic ag-a i mt idea l i sm already assumed 'dogma tical ly  tha t na tural 
science knowledge wa s the model for all knowledge '  ( Negt,  1 969, 4 1 ) ; th i s  
posi t ion became the 'authori sed version ' ( ibid . ,  3 3 )  in  the course o f  t h t>  ca non i -
1at ion o f  Marxi ,m.  The starti ng-poi n t  for th is  mon i s t ic construct was taken 
from Engels 's  'dialectic of na ture '  which is unders tood as a ma teria l i st base 
i ndependent  of man ( Deboun , 1 925. 94 ): a nd l i ke this  asocial dia lect ic of nature 
the 'd ialectic of his tory' is s imila rly  to be reconstructed as an object ive rela tion
ship of na t ure:  ' Na t ure i s  not organized , as  in Marx, as  a factor of h i s torical 
praxis , but  the reverse applies : his torical praxis  becomes part of the relationsh i p  
o f  na ture '  (Negt , 1 969 , 3 7 :  see also: Marcuse , 1 958 ,  1 34 ) . 

Thus,  for example, Jenssen cri t ici zed Freud 's trea tment of ' Totem and Tabu ' 
beca use i t  'was wi thou t a ny sociological  founda t i on ,  wi th  could be suppl ied 
precisely by a Marxis t  ethnology . Equa lly . psycho-analyt ical a t tem p ts to 
expla in  the r i se of capital i sm show where one may end up,  i f  one proceeds i n  a 
one-s.iclecl psycho-ana lyt ic  manner, wi thout con nect ing psycho-analys is  w i th 
sociology' (Jenssen,  1 926, 2 1 9) .  
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1 9 . Al though Sap i r  righ t l y  cri 1 ici1ed Freud for fa i l i n g  to reflect on the rel a t ionship 
bet ween i ndividual  psyche and class psyche as a problem . the sta ted discrepancy 
bet ween the t wo factors re mains  unconnected i n  his work also:  i ndividual 
psychology is  s i m pl y el im i na t ed i n  the sociologica l analysis of the concept of 
class psyche, and relega ted to the level of an asocial  d iscipl ine. wh ich does not 
a ffect h i s torica l -material is t explana tions and i s  hence also not  of i n terest 10 
them . 

20. See a l so Burian . 1 972. 

2 1 .  Here the d i sproportiona te grow th o f  whi te-coilar employees.  the decrease of 
those engaged in  t he im media te prod uction p rocess as well as a grea ter 
d i ffere11 1 ia t ion w i t h i n  the branches of industry must be men t ioned . wh ich were 
not  wi thout  con seq uen ce for the development  of con sciousness. (For the above 
s t ructur a l shif ts  see Lederer. 1 9 1 2. as wel l as Lederer/Marschak,  1 927. Further 
re ferences are to be found in  Fromm 's b i bl iogra phy, Append ix 3) . 

22. For the de\'elopme11 1 of em pirical socia l research , see Zeisel ,  1 933; Obershal l ,  
1 965 : Schad ,  1 972: Ma u s ,  1 973 ( who presents  the German developmen t wi thin 
the context of i n tern a t ional trends) ;  Kern , 1 982; Bonss, 1 982.  59ff. 

23.  For the orga n i za t ion and developmen t  of the English enq uetes, see C'.oh n ,  1 8 77 
and Maus, 1 973.  26f. 

24. Here t he i n i t i a t ive was taken by su rveys for the Reich Cha ncellor's Office 
(Reichskan::.lera m t ). 'abo u t  female and ch i ld labour in the factories ' ( RKA. 
l 87 7a )  and 'about  the condi tions for appren t i ces , j ourneymen and factory 
workers · ( R KA. 1 877b) ,  which were carried out in  the years 1 8 74-75. Al though 
these surveys covered up to 4 ,000 em ployers and 2,000 workers ( RKA . 1 8 77 B, 2) 
they were in Oberschall 's  view 'not a n  a m b i t ious undertaking'  (Oberschal l ,  
1 965, 1 9 ) :  nevert heless their s igni ficance for developmen t s  i n  t h e  years following 
should not be underes t i m a t ed ,  since through these adm i n i stra t i ve anal yses the 
proletari a t  beca me to some extent 'respectable '  as an object for empirical 
research .  

25. Goulieb Schnapper-Arn d t  wa s the first to express himself  cri t ica l l y  against  th is 
precarious proced u re ,  describing the enq uete mmriere in part icula r  as largel y  
u n scien t i fic a n d  seeking,  by reference to t he l a ten tly  an t i -sem i t ic tendency in the 
resu l ts .  10 show up the class - or persona l i t y-specific d i s tort ions i n  the report 
(Schna pper-Arn d t .  1 888) .  

26. Max Weber was i n vo l ved in  this  i n q u i ry for the fi rst  t i me and u ndertook a s t udy 
on ' the cond i tion of agricu l t ura l workers i n  the  East -Elbian parts of  German y '  
based o n  the pri mary m a teri a l  of  t h i s  i n q ui ry (VfS, 1 892 . Vol . 3 ) .  

27 .  See also Cohn .  1 877  and St ieda ,  1 877 .  particula rly also the essa y of von Ludlow. 
1 877 .  a bou t ' the credibi l i t y  of employers and workers as wi tnesses' which was 
discussed at the a n n ual  mee t i n g  of the Verein fiir Socia lpolit ik .  

28. For the develop men t o f  moral sta t is t ics.  see Boeh me , 1 972.  

29. This auempt to encourage the workers themselves to talk,  can a l so be seen in the 
publ ica t ion by G(ihre of workers ' biogra phies, wh ich appeared in someti mes 
large ed i tion s a f ter the turn of the cen t ury (see for instance . Fischer, 1 904 : 
Bromme.  1 905; Duld en , 1 9 1 0; Rehbei n ,  1 922. as wel l as the best -know n ,  the 
a utobiograp h y  of Augus t Be he l ,  1 9 1 0) .  

30 .  For the met hodologica l conceptions of t he his torical school of economists ,  some 
of whom spoke out expl ici t l y  against  standard i zed surveys and s tat is t ical 
eva l ua tive tech n i q ues,  see Schafer. 1 97 1 .  1 97ff;  Bonss, 1 982. l 04ff.  

3 1 .  See Hon igshe i m ,  1 959 as well as von Wiese , 1 959. 
32. One of  the last  i n q u i ries in the trad i t i on of Bebe I i s  the s tud y  by Duisberg, 1 92 1 . 

Although there were a few local s t ud ies in the years that fo llowed, particularly 
about  workers ' ho using condi t ions.  these did not  fol low i n  the sa me trad i t ion 
and r�mained i n  general w i thout sign ifica nce for research . 
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3 3 .  Conceplual differences a lone excl ude l h e  poss i bi l i ly of a reci pro�al  i n fl uence 
i n  lhe l wo �tudies ; a l though Fromm l a ter  drew on l.a1.a rsfe ld m respect of 
methodology. these l inks  had nothing to do with t he Ma rien thal  s t udy .

. 
�I is  

nevertheless of i n terest  that  both s t udies were based on a com pa ra ble po h ura l 
background , s i nce L.azarsfeld as wel l as Fromm and his  co l labora to�s s?w t�e i r  
aim as overcomi ng,  through educa tion,  t h e  g a p  between the econom IC s l lua uon 
and the lack of poten tial  for pol i l ira l  action . They hoped through enl igh ten 
men t ' to spread the spiri t of Socia l i s m '  ( l.azarsfeld , 1 968, 1 49) .  

34. For previous h i story . see Jay, 1 973', 25ff. 

35. Th us Oscar H. Swede com pla i ned i n  1 927 a bo u t  the 'hour-long ,  angry 

discussions in a Marxis t  I n s t i t u t e ,  in wh ich a younger genera tion abandoned 

i t se l f  to an orlhodox rel i gion and the venera tion of an iconogra phica l  l i tera ture '  

(ci ted i n  Jay , 1 97 3 .  30) .  

36. The fol lowing acted as personal represen ta t ives of these discipl ines :  
Phi losoph y :  Horkhei mer and Marcuse ; Economics: Grossman,  Pol lock and 
G umperz ;  Social  Psychology : From m :  Theory of Cu l t ure :  Adorno and 
Lowentha l .  See a l so IfS-Repor t ,  1 938,  3 ;  Bonn /Sch i ndler, 1 982, 50£. 

37. For this model of a ' Dia leclical Presenta lion and Research Orga n i sa t i on '  see 
a l so Du biel . 1 978,  1 70ff . :  Bonss/Schind ler, 1 982. 45ff.  

38. Thi i.  concept ,  whose nega live conseq uences becam e  a pparent  la ler in a grow ing 
revival  of an i n terest  i n  phi losoph y i n  the work of the I n s t i t u te ( see Dubiel . 1 978,  
66ff ) rem inds one of Hege l ' s  conception of e m pi ricism . s i nce 'separa te 
d i sci pl i nes o n l y  con tribule elemen ts for the theoret ica l con s t ruction of the 
course of history , and these do nol remain as  they were represen ted within these 
disci pl i nes ,  but are given new functiona l meani n gs which had not previou s l y  
been though t o f '  ( Horkheimer,  1 934,  22) .  

39. Th i s  'derivatio n '  of i nd i v i d ual  proj ects from research programmes is as 
legi timate as it is usual  in the presen tation of research lo the outs ide worl d :  bw i t  
would be wrong t o  iden t i fy s uch ex post facto descri ptions with  the actua! course 
of research procedure (as i s  i m pl ied in Dubiel , 1 978) ,  particu larly as the 
i nfl uence , observable a l so in the work of the Frankfurt I n s t i t u te ,  usua l l y  works 
in the opposi te d i rect ion . 

40. Against  a use of the concept wh ich is freq uen t l y  ra ther undi fferemia ted (a lso in 

.Ja y,  1 973 ) ,  i t  must  be poimed out  that the term 'cri t ical  theory ' f irs t  occurred in 
1 937 i n  con nect ion w i th the reviva l  of an imerest  in ph i l osoph y  i n  the 
program me of the Inst i lme and should not be rela led to any process of theory 
form ula tion which ma rked the pre- 1 93 7  period . See Bon s s ,  1 982 . 1 85ff.  

4 1 .  Con versa tion w i t h  Fromm , 22 February 1 97 7 .  

42. This is  s upported by t he fact that Fromm , desp i te his ten ured appoint men t ,  
rarely worked in t he I n s t i tule, an d accord ing to h i s  ow n tes t i m on y  h a d  fewer 
roots in the Frankfurt circle t han among the neo-analys ts . 

43 . Con tact wi th  lhe I ns t i t u te a rose firs tly out of t he rel a tionsh i p  with Leo 
Lowen thal ,  who be longed, as did Fromm, to the i n tel lectua l  circle around 
Rabbi Nobel and who had been acquainted w i t h  Horkheimer and Pol lock s i nce 
the beginning of the 1 920s.  

44.  The cont act with psycho-ana l y s i s  a l so gave rise to a growing pol i t iciza t ion , and 
Gershom Scholem reca l led t ha t  by 1 927 From m ,  from being a fol l ower of the 
jiidisches Leh rhaus, had developed into a convinced ' Trotzkyite '  (Scholem , 
1 97 7 ,  1 97 ) ,  who sympa t h i 1ed w i th Left-Social i s t  groups outs ide the SPD a nd 
K P D , wi thout however form i n g  any specif ic  pa rty-po l i t ical t ies.  

45.  Th i s  hypot hesis marks a l read y a deci s i ve d ifference from Horkhei mers ' 
recept ion of Freud:  whereas Fromm was q u i te prepared to assign a pos i t i ve 
socia l meaning to l i bid i nous energies and t h us equa ted social  psychology with 
socia l theory, socia l -psychological ana lyses were on l y  necessary for Horkheimer 
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'beca use the acti ons  of n umeri ca l l v i m por ta n t  s tra ta a re not de term i ned bv 
know ledge hut hy cl r i \'CS wh ich f;; Ji; i fy con sciousnes � ·  ( I Iorkheimer,  1 9321;, 
1 35 ) . In  con tras t  to From m ,  he rega rded t lw:;e dr ive� as a nega t i ve dement which 
fa lsi fied a n  i n s igh t in to  t he social  con tex t .  I n  \'iew of th is  i t  was on l y  cons is ten t 
t ha t  Horkheimer t hough t t h a t  ' t he h i storian needs to haw [ less ]  rernurM' to 
psycho log ica l exp la na t ion s , the more the h i stor ica l  actions of men and groups 
of men are act i vated by cogn i t ion ' ( i bi d . ) .  

46. The decis ive t u rn i ng-po i n t  here is marked by From m ' s  book Escape from 
Freedom ( Fromm , 1 94 l a ) which ,  a l th ough a log ica l developmen t from previous 
e:;sa ys in presen t ing a sociol ogi 1 ing of psycho-ana l ysi s .  was  percei ved by the 
I n s t i t u te as wel l a s  by a reviewers a s  a qua l i ta t i ve l y new beg_inn ing. ( For an 
i n terpreta t ion of social  chara cter,  particula t  l y  in  From m 's la te r work , s e e  Funk ,  
1 97 8 ) .  

4 7 .  To b e  seen i n  pub l ica t ion s such as Weiss . 1 932. 1 936;  Rigandias-Weiss,  1 936. 
48. See HS. 1 936, 239. 
49. Out of t he 1 56 q ues t ions used for the f irs t  s tage of  the eva lua t i on (Chap. 3)  on ly 

forty- th ree were se lec ted for furt her ana l ys i .;  ( see the foom ot<"S to Chap. 3 ) .  Thi!> 
number w a s  again reduced a t  the second stage (Chap.  4 ) .  beca i1se on l y ten 
ques t ion s  fu l f i l led a l l  the cond i t i on s  required to ser\'e as i ndica tors for the 
connect ion be tween persona l i ty t ra i t s  and po l i t ica l a t t i t ude . 

50. As a good i l l us t ra t i on see Berger ,  1 975.  However . i t  should be no ted tha t  t he 
cri t icism devel oped by Fromm and h is  col labora tor� had less to do wi t h  the 
re la t ionshi p  be t ween a t t i t udes and beha v iou r  than wi th the prob lem of an 
adequate  measuremen t of a l t i tudes .  

5 1 .  This  focus , wh i ch i nciden ta l l y marks a n  impor tan t d i fference from the i nq u i ry 
of Jahoda ! Lazarsfeld !Zei se I ,  may s tem from the examp le  of Levenstein ,  wh ich 
in th i s i ns tance was accepted w i t hou t fur ther ref lect ion .  

52. For t h i s  concept see, for exam p le , Mayri tz/Hol m / H uebner, 1 969, 9ff. Empirical  
socia l  research i s  seen as a three -s tep procedure . from concept ua l defi n i t ion , 10 
opera t i onal i za t ion th rough 1 0  measuremen t , a imed not at  a m u t ua l change of 
concep t and obj ec t , but as a me t hod which a lways  proceeds in an ana l y t irnl 
decl uc t ive manner,  i n one d i rec t i on -nanw l y from conceptua l  defi n i t ion to t he 
measuremen t  relevan t  to i t  (but  not necessa r i ly re leva n t  to the object ) . 

5 3. .Jay ,  1 973 ,  1 4 7.  From m used a s imilar form ulat ion i n  a conversa t ion , 22 Februa ry 
1 97 7 .  

5· l .  For the  divis ion o f work between From m and Schach tel , see a lso t he edi toria l  
com men ts on Cha p . 3.  

55. "CT1 i s  is most not icea ble in questions about cu l t ura l  and aes thet ic s tandards 
(Chap. 3c) where the cer ta in l y no t u n prob lema t ica l va l ue s tandards of t he 
We i mar left -w ing in te l lec t ua ls were s im pl y presen ted as genera l l y  socia l l y 

va l id . 
56. Marcuse recal led t ha t ,  w i t h i n  t he Ins t i t u te .  the pub l ica t ion of t hese resu l t s ,  

whet her correct or  not ,  was held 1 0  be un wise for politica l reason s , s ince t hey 
m igh t have given t he i m pression that  the German workers, despi te  or j us t  
beca use of the i r  socia l i s t  a t t i t udes , had a lways been fascis t a t  h ea r t  
(con versa tion with  Marcuse , 28 June 1 979). 
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CHAPTER I 

A ims and Methods 

a . Research Goa ls 

The fol lowing s tudy* was undertaken as a firs t a ttempt a t  
investigating the socia l  and  psychological at ti tudes o f  two large 
groups in  Germany-manual and whi te col lar workers . [Decis ive for 
th is  ven ture ]D was the conviction that the elabora tion of a theory of 
social  development  was cri tica l ly  dependent on a general increase in 
empirical knowledge , in par ticular on data concerning the group
specific a t ti tudes and personal i ty s tructure of individuals .  

American socia l  science has l ed  the way towards a comprehensive 
empirical approach , al though there were also a few a ttempts in this 
direction in  the German l i terature .  Here we would particularly 
men tion A.  Lewenstein ' s  social -psychological enquiry of 1 9 1 2  in to 
the workers ' question-the only s tudy which ,  l ike our own , used a 
ques tionnaire to cap ture social a tti tudes and behaviour outside the 
work si tua tion . Nevertheless , one does miss a theoretical 
in terpre tation of the da ta in Lewenstein ' s  work, whereas o ther 
au thors concerned themselves ei ther wi th isola ted aspects of the 
problem (e .g .  H. de Man ,  1 927) ,  or wi th res tricted groups (P. 
Lazarsf eld e t  a l . ,  1 933 ) , or wi th drew en ti rel y  from thorough empirical 
da ta col lection (S .  Kracauer, 1 930 ) .0** 

Na tural l y  �e did not expect tha t we would gain deep insigh ts in to 
the si tua tion of German workers simply through our survey; this  

WJ"his s tudy was carried ou t in conjunction with Anna Hartoch, Herta Herzog and 
Erns t Schach tel .  Hilde Weiss provided an additional important contribu tion. Paul F. 
Lazarsfeld kindly advised us over a l l  questions concerning statist ical analyses . 

""""TI1 i s  sign O . . .  0 ind ica u:·s a cha ngt' in t h r d ra ft man uscr i p t . while t h e  squa rt' brackrts  

mark the edi tor's addi tions. Cf. editorial comments in Appendix 4. 



42 The Working Class in Weimar Germany 

would hardly have been possible on the basis of 3 , 300 dis tribu ted 
question naires wi th an an ticipated l imi ted response rate . However, 
we thought that we would be able to proceed wi th our work on a 
broader basis and in  a be tter con text  by having the experience and 
prel iminary resu l ts as a background. OBut the pol i tical si tua tion in 
Germany brought the rea l i za t ion of these plans to nough t .O 

The purpose of our  questionnaire was t<,> col lect da ta about  the 
opinions , l i fe-s tyles and att i tudes of manual and white col lar workers .  
owe wan ted to form a picture of wha t books they read, how they 
furn i shed their homes , and what their favouri te plays and f i lms were . 
We were in terested in wha t and in whom they believed , in what  they 
had to say about topics such as women 's work , the upbringing of 
chi ldren and the rational iza tion of work in the workplace , and in how 
they regarded their col leagues and superiors . Final ly  we wan ted to 
know their a tti tude towards lending money to friends ,  their view of 
the German legal system , their opinion about  the actual distribution 
of power in  the s ta te-and their views on many o ther subjects , which 
wi l l  be presen ted in detai l  la ter .O 

The responden ts '  replies a l lowed us to reconstruct a relat ively 
comprehensive picture of the l i fe of a certain s tratum of the German 
population . Al though the actual sample was numerical l y  not very 
large , the picture has considerable his torical sign i ficance-the more 
so , since the responden ts were in general represen ta tive of their social 
groups (cf. Chap. 2e ) .  Despi te the lapse of time , the resul ts are worth 
publ ishing, because the years · ( 1 929-30 )  during which mos t of the 
ma terial was gathered, have emerged as a turning poi n t  in the hi s tory 
of the German labour movemen t .  

In  addi tion to  a s imple descriptive accoun t o f  the repl ies , the 
repl ies were also analyzed in rela tion to the responden ts ' economic 
s tatus and pol i tical orien ta tion . Specific di fferences be tween the 
different pol i tical and occupational groups were revealed. Further 
analysis sought to establ i sh the basis  for these di fferences in order tha t 
prelim inary conclusions could be drawn . OThis empha t ica l ly  does 
not imply that we wished to 'prove ' certa in hypotheses . Our material 
is both quan ti tati vely and qual i ta tively much too sparse to enable us 
to do this . We were much more concerned wi th drawing the most 
appropriate theoretical conclusions from the evidence and wi th 
offering a stim ulus for new empirica l and theore tica l  s tudies .O The 
anal ysis concen trated on bringing out  the rela t ion ship be tween the 
individual ' s  emotional make-up and hi s  pol i tica l opin ion s .  The 
events in Germany since the end of the upheaval s have shown how 
important  it is to ascertain how far respect ive poli tical bel iefs accord 
wi th the tota l personal i ty ,  s ince the triu mph of National  Social i sm 
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revealed a frigh tening lack of a wi l l  to res is t  among the German 
workers '  parties . in sharp con tras t to their numerical s trength as 
indica ted by the pol ls  and mass demonstra tions prior to 1 933. 

One might argue tha t  commi tmen t to pol i tical organizations has 
l i tt le to do wi th personali ty characteris tics but i s  ra ther exclusively 
determined by conven tion and by material in terests . But in this 
connection it must be remembered that the German parties . 
and particularly the Marxis t  press .  were usual ly  represen tative of 
particu lar world-views which wen t  far beyond pol i tical doctrine in 
the narrow sense. It  was therefore not  only ma terial in terests which 
ensured tha t some would join a left-wing party ,  but also that these 
parties offered sufficien t room for the expression of  individual 
charactnis tics . But this is on ly  one side of the problem . 

The strength and rel iabi l i ty of their members '  beliefs were also 
important  determining factors for the fa te of the poli tical parties 
themselves . For many adheren ts of left-wing parties there was a far
reaching accord between personal i ty  and party programme. These 
people wan ted freedom . equa l i ty and happiness for a l l : they hated 
war and sympathized wi th the oppressed . Their convictions and 
commi tmen t were passionate and s trong. Others showed a compar
able a ttitude bu t  their  emotiona l commi tment  was weaker ;  their main 
emotiona l i n terests were concentrated on family ,  work , hobbies or 
personal  goals .  They had never hesi ta ted in  their pol i tica l support of 
left -wing parties , but the s trength of  their convictions was ul timately 
weaker . They fol lowed their party leaders but rarely developed any 
personal in i tia tive ,  and tended to give up the figh t if i t  demanded 
personal risk or sacrifice . Final ly ,  there was a third type , whose 
poli tica l convictions-though s trong enough-were not rel iable. 
These people were fi l led wi th hate and anger agains t  everyone who 
had money and who appeared to enjoy l i fe . That part of the social is t  
platform which aimed at  the overthrow of the propertied classes 
s trongly appealed to them. On the other hand , i tems such as freedom 
and equal i ty had not  the sl ightest  a t traction for them,  since they 
wi l l ingly obeyed every powerful authori ty they admired; they l iked to 
con trol o thers . in so far as they had the power to do so. Their 
unrel iabi l i ty final ly  came in to the open at  the poi n t  when a 
programme such as tha t of the National Social is ts was offered to 
them . This  programme not  on ly  corresponded wi th the feel ings 
which had made the Social i s t  programme at tractive but  also appealed 
to tha t side of  their na ture which Social i sm had not  satisfied or had 
unconsciously  opposed . In such cases they were transformed from 
unrel iable lefti s ts in to con vinced Na tional Socia l i s ts .  

I n  the face o f  the rela tively large electoral success of  the parties of 
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the German left  in  the years 1 926-3 1 one could coun t on the fact  
tha t mos t  of the responden ts would be close to one or the o ther of these 
parties. The analysis  and in terpreta tion of thei r answers thus  has to 
take account of the basic bel iefs of the pol i tical left .  An examina tion 
of the basic personali ty trai t s  of the survey subj ects nevertheless 
revealed tha t  these often did not accord wi th their pol i tica l  bel iefs-a 
discrepancy which may have contribu ted substan tia l ly  to the 
col lapse of these parties . 

A further aim of our study was rela ted to the field of sociological 
methodology . In the face of the frequen t use of questionnaire 
methods in  recen t years , the conviction has grown that pure 
descript ion and s ta ti s tica l  evalua tion of responden ts '  overt repl ies 
does not l ead very far .  DAbove a l l ,  i f  the aim of the inquiry con si s ts i n  
finding ou t something abou t the personali ty of su bj ects ,  we regard i t  
a s  i l legi timate to present only the surface meaning of the answers to a 
ques tionnaire .  Here we relied on the basic ru le in  psychological work 
tha t the individual s '  sta temen ts  abou t their though ts and feel ings ,  
however subj ectively honest ,  can not  be taken l i tera l ly  bu t need to be 
in terpreted . Or to put  i t  more exactl y :  i t  is no t what  someone says 
which i s  important  but w hy he says i t . Therefore answers should not  
simply be recorded ; ins tead their  con ten t has to be i n terpre ted . A t  the 
same t ime we wished to be able to compare answers in  their pol i tical 
meaning, and it was the combination of qual i ta t ive and quan ti ta t ive 
s ta tements that  became the main methodological problem of the 
s tudy.D We were aware of the deficiencies of th i s  a t tempt at synthesi s .  
bu t on  the o ther hand we were convinced tha t .  as in  o ther sciences .  i t  
was better to break new ground.  even a t  the risk o f  making mis takes .  
than to reproduce what is a l ready known.  

b.  The Strnct u re of t he  Quest i0 1maire* 

Since our quest ion naire was concerned wi th the opm1ons .  
preferences and habi t s  of the people questioned .  the necessary 
informa tion could on ly  be secured by addressing the respondent s  
themselves .  Here , two procedures  were basica l ly  appl icable : the direc t  
in terview or the questionnaire .  

Compared wi th the questionnaire . the  in terview has one great 
advan tage : provided that i t  i s  conducted by someone who i s  fami l iar 
wi th the psychological  and social problems of the in terview 
si tua tion , it i s  possible,  from informa tion ga thered in this way .  to gain 
a sign ificant ly  more exact insigh t not only i n to the social si tua tion ,  

•TJw. completc  q uest i o n n a i re i s  reprod uced a s  Appen d i x  2 .  
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bu t a lso into the psychic s tructure of the respondent .  From the 
manner in which someone replies-intonation ,  confidence or lack of  
persuasive power,  social expression and gesture-a trained 
interviewer can , in a relatively short time, gain  a precise picture of  
their personal i ty . The 'how'  of a reply is thereby frequently more 
significant  than  the content ,  and i t  is precisely the 'how'  which easi ly 
gets lost  in the ques tionnaire .  In addition,  the in terview usual ly  
ensures a higher response ra te , since the in terviewer can adapt his 
questions to the specific s i tu ation of  the responden t and ask further 
questions , should this be necessary. 

Nevertheless . for  the present  inquiry these advantages were more 
than outweighed by the problems of the in terview.  In view of the 
highl y  confidential character of many ques tions regarding pol i tical 
opinions and activi ties as wel l  as personal rela tionships,  it was clear 
from the s tart that  many people would insist on guarantees of s trict 
anonymity .  Under these circumstances even the most insistent 
assurances a t  the s tart of a face- to-face conversa tion were hardly as 
reassuring as the possibi l i ty of sending an unidentifiable 
questionnaire back through the post .  A personal in terview would 
have been refused far more often for thi s  reason than would a wri t ten 
response to a questionnaire . Since we also needed information from a 
large number of people the survey would have required 
substantial ly  more in terviewers than t ime or money al lowed. For a l l  
these reasons we became convinced that the questionnaire method 
was bet ter sui ted to our purposes . 

Our firs t ,  re la tively simple, task consisted in establishing the 
object ive ci rcums tances- that  is, the concre te facts concerning the 
socio-economic s ta tus of the respondents .  The ques tions relevant to 
th is problem area concerned the occupational posi tion (education ,  
present  posi tion , type of en terprise , numerical proportion and 
poli tical orien ta tion of employees) ;  s tandard of l iving (income and 
expendi ture, l iving condi tions , expendi ture on clothing , food, 
tobacco , drink and entertainment ) ;  personal da ta (age , sex, mari tal 
s tatus ,  information about paren ts and sibl ings and their  social 
status ) ;  as wel l as da ta abou t wife and chi ldren (wi fe 's background, 
education , occupational prospects and chi ldrens '  s tate of heal th ) .  
The extensiveness of these questions was ul timate ly  determined by 
the degree of de tai l  with which we wished to register the concrete 
existential si tua tion of the respondents .  

Determining party membership,  voting behaviour, participation 
in trade unions and poli tica l  activi ty was also rela tively un
problematical . But the si tuation was different with regard to those 
questions concerned wi th Weltansc h a u u ng and poli tical orientation 
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as wel l as wi th the preferences and di sl ikes of the respondents .  
Different shades of mean ing were conceivable here, not only in  the 
formulat ion bu t also in the en tire complex of q uestions .  The choice 
of questions i tsel f  therefore had an experi mental character since 
their usefulness could onl y  be j udged by the resu l ts .  The theoretical 
considerations which de termi ned their selection wi i l  be brief ly  
ou tl ined in  Chapter 3 where the i temized questions are analyzed . In 
this  connection , psychological explanation s were the mos t 
signi fican t .  Since we were deal ing wi th a pol i ti ca l ly  commi t ted 
population wi th pronounced party ties , i t  was expected tha t  answers ,  
particularly to speci fic poli tical questions ,  would be given less 
accordi ng to the personal opinion of the respondents than to the 
current  party l ines, as  expounded in commentaries in the party press .  
But  the opposi te could a lso be  assumed : that fewer preconceived 
answers would be given to more personal questions wi th no apparen t 
connection wi th  pol i t i cs ;  the expression of opin ions ,  feel ings and 
at ti tudes which corresponded wi th an i ndividual 's  personal i ty 
s tructure was l ikely to be encouraged i n  such i nstances .  So , for 
example, one group of quest ions deal t wi th opinions about  the 
theatre , fi lms ,  l i tera ture ,  archi tecture , music and radio . The average 
responden t cer tain ly  knew tha t this  field was connected wi th poli tics 
to some exten t ,  but the questions nevertheless a l lowed for the 
present a tion of indi vidual  character trai ts to an exten t which should 
not be under-ra ted . The same was t rue of q uest ions concerning 
re lat ionships wi th col leagues , friends , spouses a nd chi ldren ,  about  
wishes and hobbies ,  as  wel l  as  the evalua tion of one 's own l i fe and i ts 
direct ion ; such quest ions often provoked answers tha t-in so far as  
they were not merely conventional-revealed s igni fican t ly more 
about a responden t ' s  character and were merely i ndirect ly  pol i t ical 
slogans .  

In order to prevent bias from the overa l l  context ,  the quest ions were 
not ordered accord i ng to the logic of the i nq uiry but  were del ibera tely 
s trewn th rough the whole q ues t ionnaire .  In  a wri t ten i nqu i ry which 
deals wi th the re la t ionshi p between pol i t ical at t i tudes ,  personal i ty 
s tructure and socia l  s ta tus , at t i tude scales and personal i ty tes ts are 
normal ly  used . Both techn iques claim to be able to measure att i tudes 
and personali ty trai t s ,  and wi th greater scien tific exactness  than al l 
other methods .  If this  were real ly  so , then i t  should be possible to 
compare the resu l t s  of the a tti tude test  wi th the personal i ty te st and to 
discover pos i tive correlations .  There are, however , specific problems 
involved which led us to decide in favour of the present  form of 
q uestionnaire (cf . also E.  Schachtel , 1 937) .  

Att i tude measures and personal i ty tests ,  which lead to a set  of  
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scales for adding up answers which have been given fi xed n umerical 
va lues ,  require homogeneous responses as a precondi tion ; these may 
not be open -ended ; i ns tead respondents must select their an swer from 
a l imi ted number of given replies .  The a l ternatives  on offer ei ther 
require ' Yes-No '  or ' More-Less '  an swers , depending on whether i t  
i s  the frequency o f  a particular form o f  behaviour o r  the gradations of 
a speci fic posi t ive or negative att i tude which are being sought.  
Thi s  res triction of the range of answers enables one to give each 
answer a s tandard value ,  wi th the possib i l i ty of achieving further 
refinemen ts by subtracting con tradictory responses or developing the 
quota .  The resu l t  of measurements arrived at by addi ng up the val ue 
of  each answer signi fies a far-reaching devalua tion of the 
individual responses . The same overal l  score for two responden ts can 
be derived from tota l ly  diverse answers , which lose their original 
signi ficance when torn from thei r con text and transformed in to 
numbers . What i s  being measured remains u l timately unclear and 
indefin i te ;  the i ndividual s tructure of the a tti tude or personal i ty tra i t  
i s  lost .  Another di sadvan tage of a tti tude measures l ies in the 
res triction of answers to a few fixed al ternati ves.  In most cases , a 
prescribed l i s t  wi l l  hardly  a l low for a l l  possible answers.  It puts words 
in to the respondent ' s  mou th which he only gives because he has to 
decide in favour of one of the al ternatives and which he migh t  never 
have arrived at by hi mself .  This  res triction would , for example,  have 
been very obvious  for Question 426, which a sks for a l i st of favouri te 
people  in his tory . By usi ng a mul tiple choice method i t  would have 
been impossible to presen t even the most frequen tly named 
individua l s  wi thou t bursting the bounds of the questionnaire. 

For many other questions concerned wi th opin ions and a tt i tudes i t  
appears q ui te possible that one could presen t a more o r  less complete 
se t of answer� . Bu t in so far as these questions were to assist in the 
analysis  of the personal i ty s tructure ,  two further objections arise. 
Consider for example the frequently used 'True-False '  att i tude tes ts  
in  which the respondent can tick a l i s t  of s ta tements  as ' true '  or ' false ' , 
and sometimes as 'not sure ' .  A 'naive ' responden t may select those 
s ta temen ts which correspond most closely wi th his actual atti tude , so 
tha t almost  the same opinion would be expressed as in  an 
un s truc tured reply .  For some of our questions such a 'naive '  lack of 
prej udice could be accepted as predominan t .  Bu t for pol i tica l  
questions ,  above al l ,  such an assumption wou ld not be  j us ti fied .  The 
maj ori ty of  respondents were pol i tica l ly  aware and would have 
selec ted from the given s tatemen ts those which corresponded wi th the 
current  party l ine .  However neu tra l l y the questions were phrased , 
they could s t i l l  in  this instance be suggeMive .  They might recal l 
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various party slogans or the theme of a recent newspaper article .  If the 
respondent  could phrase his  own answers , they were then more l ikely 
to correspond with his rea l a tti tude. 

The extent to which individual  answers are infl uenced by sugges

t ion depends on many things . TI1e 'a ttraction ' of a ques tion must be 

men tioned here , that  is the qual i ty of i ts relat ionship  to themes 

which , through external factors , usual l y  invoke a s tereotyped 

response . In addi tion there is the capaci ty of respondents to see 

through these connections and to give considered repl ies . A further 

external factor consists in the assessment  of the si tua tion by the 
responden t  which can induce h i m  to give 'correc t '  answers . Here the 
respondent ' s  fee l ings ,  when answering the questionnaire ( though ts 
about  i ts purpose , abou t the people who dis tr ibuted i t ,  e tc . ) , are j us t  as 
important as h i s  general socia l  s i tua tion . For ins tance . Ques tion 424 
asks : ' How,  in your opinion , can the world be improved? '  If the 
respondent had discovered the answer ' Social i sm · in a pre -set l i s t  of 
replies ,  probably most, i f  not al l ,  the adheren ts of left-wing parties 
would have ticked this al terna tive .  The surprising fact  tha t the 
answer ' Socia l i sm'  occurred relat ive ly  rare ly  when responden ts were 
given the opportuni ty for personal expression , wou ld thus have been 
completely lost .*  A l l  this  leads ,  in ques tionnaires w i th pre-set 
answers , to a cri tica l  res triction of the truth .  [A further obj ection to 
the use of a mul tiple-choice technique may be phrased as fol l ows : ]  
Apart from the unavoidable suppression of  possible repl ies and the 
problem of dis tortions of meani ng through the suggest ion of 
'correct '  sta temen ts ,  one a l so loses the individua l i t y  of certain 
unique forms of expression . But for a proper s ta temen t of personal i ty 
the individual form of expression i s  often more significant  than the 
answer i tsel f :  C 'est le ton q u i  fail la musiq ue.  Sometimes the actual 
con tent of an answer may be to ta l ly  unrevea l ing,  whereas the manner 
of i ts formulation may throw a sign i fican t  l ight on the character of 
the respondent . Someone wi th sufficient experience of psychological  
tes ts can recognize from s l igh t  nuances of expression tha t the 
responden t  may perhaps mean the opposi te of what he actual l y  says.  
The important  ques tion of whether a

· 
repl y onl y  re fl ects conven tion 

or whether it s tem s from an i nner conviction can hardly be decided on 
the basis of a check- l i s t ,  but can frequen tl y be decided by studying the 

•From t he methodologica l  poi nt of view an experi men ta l inves t i ga t ion of t lw declared 
d i fferences between answers to open and dosed q uestions wou ld  be h igh ly i n teres t i ng . 
Such an ex p e ri ment cou ld take the form of hav i n g  the same questions answered twice, 

once wi lh free and once with structured repl ies and once wi thout a l i st of an swers. 
Natura l l y  the t ime between the two i nterviews wou l d  have to be long enough to preven t 

the respondents from remem beri ng their answers to the first questions. 
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form of the response . One i s  denied this source of information , if one 
does not use open -ended questions .  

Our arguments against  a mul tiple-choice technique do not ,  of  
course, apply  to  a l l  types of questions .  Questions relating to  objective 
factors such as fami l y  status , number of chi ldren and housing 
condit ions do not allow for answers in  which the infl uence of 
personal i ty can be de tected . In such cases ,  check-l i s ts are to be 
preferred since t l ,e informa tion sought can ,  with their help ,  be asked 
in a consis tent manner . But  in  an inquiry which aims a t  uncovering 
individual personal i ty trai ts ,  check-l i sts become unproductive i f  the 
answers in any way con tain personal points of view or atti tudes , 
preferences and disl ikes . 

In some cases , the construction of the question s  was unclear or 
wrong, so tha t difficul ties arose in  answering them. Two basic 
mis takes must  be poin ted out. In the first , two questions or 
perspec L ives were condensed into one question (e.g. Question 3 1 8) . In 
the other, i t  was not always absol u te ly  clear if the quest ion ' Why '  or 
' For wha t reason ' referred onl y  to the i mmediately precedi ng 
question . or also to the quest ion before that (e .g. Ques tions 324/25 ) .  

c .  D istrib u t io n  a n d  Co m p le t io n  of t h e  Quest ion n a ires. 

The d i s tribu tion of  the questionnaires was carried out  by volunt eers 
who were, in their occupa tional capaci ty ,  in con tact wi th many 
workers. Our helpers worked in  communal and s tate wel fare 
organiza tions and were doctors , newspaper publi shers , teachers in 
further educa tion and members of co-operative organiza tions as  wel l  
as party and trade union official s .  On average , they were 
represen ta tive of a l l  the pol i tical and trade-union tendencies and 
were therefore in a pos i tion to secure the co-opera tion of members of 
these groups . The rela ti vely large n uml-er of members of left-wing 
parties in our sample therefore corresponded wi th the actual pol i t ical 
dis tribution of workers in urban centres at the t ime of the study. 

Every questionnaire that the d i s tributors were given contained a 
covering le t ter and s tamped envelope addressed to the Inst i tute for 
Social Research a t  the Universi ty of Frankfurt , where the research was 
carried out .  The le tter referred to the pure ly  scien ti fic nature of the 
inquiry as wel l as a request not to answer those questions whose 
meaning was not clear .  At the end of the questionnaire was a tear-off 
sl ip  for the name and address of respondents ,  only to be fi l led in by 
those prepared to take part  i n  a further survey. In order to guarantee 
anonymi ty here as wel l ,  the s l ips were to be separa ted from the 
questionnaires immediate ly  after they were received . The firs t 
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ques tionnaires were dis tributed in  1 929, others fol lowed a t  periodic 
in tervals ;  we received the last questionnaire back a t  the end of 1 93 1 .  

Th i s  type of survey was re la tively new in Germany a t  the time and 
gave rise to some opposi tion . As men tioned , there had in fac t a l ready 
been a n umber of empirical studies ,  but as in the case of the survey 
of sa laried employees of trade unions ( 1 93 1 ), these mainly  
concen tra ted on a description of economic circumstances . wi th 
hardly any further ana lysis .  The mi sgi vings aroused by our s tudy 
were directed ei ther agains t  the scien tific or the personal va l ue of such 
a survey or were of a direct pol i tical nature .  Thus ,  it was argued that 
an appropria te completion of the questionnaire was not assured s ince 
the target groups did not have the necessary in formation to an swer a l l  
the questions. The pol i tical parties adopted a more or less  negative 
a tti tude ; officia l ly  they obj ected tha t  the personal character as wel l  as 
the large number of questions would upse t thei r members .  but in 
real i ty they were very suspicious of the possibl e concl usion s of the 
s tudy. 

In the face of th i s  opposi tion i t  was to be expected tha t  the 
participants in  the survey would tend di sproportionate ly  towards a 
cri tical and independent a tti tude towards their party. But  since the 
official  rejection onl y became apparent  at a rela tively la te s tage in the 
inquiry,  we did not expect tha t  the representa tiveness of the whole 
had suffered excessive ly .  Nevertheless , our sam ple clearly shows 
certai n  di stortions.  Wi th their wi l l ingness to answer more than 200 
questions our participants represen ted a fairly ac tive and a lert type of 
person . They general ly  had a di st inct in terest  i n  the problems at i ssue 
and were courageous enough to undertake the risk of offering their 
repl ies . The survey certa in ly  d id not  reach those tota l ly  passive s tra ta 
who reacted to the socio-economic problems of their time in an 
unquestioning and uninterested manner. Equa l ly ,  the fearful and 
mis trustful did not participate .  But both types are h ardly  l ikely to 
have been representa t ive of the German worker in 1 93 1 .  

Addi tional comments ,  a t  the end or throughou t  the questionnaires ,  
give an in sigh t into the mot ives of the part ici pa nt s  and into their 
genera l  a t ti tude . One group was cri tica l of  the survey as such : the 
prac tica l  va lue of such s tudies  was questioned and it was poi nted out 
that even the most painstaki ng sun·ey wou ld not able to raise the l iving 
standard of the underprivi leged . Others queried the usefu lness of the 
questions or the rel iabi l i ty of  the answers. Al though absolute 
anonymi ty was assured , a rguments for refusing to repl y were put 
forward ,  and one man remarked a l  the end of a fa irl y complete 
questionnaire ,  tha t th i s  was 'an enormous i ndiscretion · .  

Some participants also presen ted cri tical suggestion s regarding 
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modifications i n ,  or addi tions to . the questionnaire.  This  re la ted 
chiefly to the unemployed and the single person who fel t  their 
specifi c  si tuation had not been taken in to account  and who demanded 
certa in a l terna ti ve questions ,  whereas the proposed extra q ues tions 
dea l t  wi th practica l ly  every conceivable theme (sexua l i ty ,  moral i ty.  
educa tion etc. ) .  A further group made lengthy comments about  socio
economic problems ,  and some respondents offered detai led 
sta temen ts abou t the ir  personal ci rcumstances . These s ta temen ts ,  
which cropped up bo th independently and in con nection with our 
questions ,  mostly exposed a dissa t isfaction wi th exis ti n g  circum
stances . The essen tial  motiva ti on for answeri ng the ques tionnaire 
seemed , on the one hand. to l ie  in the wish to articu late one 's opinions 
concerning importan t problems ,  in order perhaps to contribute 
towards im proving condi tions ,  and . on the other hand , in  a need to 
communicate onese l f  and one ' s  lonel iness to o thers . Some of the 
unemployed no t only recounted their personal di fficul t ies bu t  a l so 
asked di rectly for help ;  apparently they wrongly understood the name 
' Insti tute for Social Research ' to be that of a wel fare insti tution .  

d .  Meth ods of A na lysis 

As al ready indica ted , the questionnai re contai ned basica l ly  two types 
of questions :  the fi rst one rela ted to the obj ective circumstances or 
status of the responden ts ,  the other to their speci fic personal i ty 
structure . Questions of the first type sough t ,  on the basis of various 
characteri st ics . to ascertain obj ectively the si tuation of the responden t 
as a member of a social group. They included age ,  address , occupation , 
income,  l iving standard and mari tal s ta tus ,  as  wel l as membership of  
social ly  i nfl uential  association or organizations ,  such as ch urch or 
poli tica l  party . Our method of classi fication corresponded wi th the 
usual procedures here and needs no further clari fi ca tion .  
[Neverthe less ,  a t  some poin ts durin g the eva luation . in  order to 
di fferen tiate our analysi s .  certain classi fica tions were combined and 
indices crea ted ; for example.  in the grouping  of responden ts 
according to pol i tica l  at t i tude , whereby we drew on the typology 
suggested by Paul Lazarsfeld (cf . P. Lazarsfeld ,  1 937 ) . ] ( . . .  ) 

The range of possible answers to questions concerning habi ts .  
preferences , opin ions or a tti tudes was basical ly wider than that  for 
questions regarding sta tus .  This  increased the problems of 
classifi ca tion, which is signi ficant ly  more di fficul t wi th open -ended 
than with dosed questions .  In the latter case ,  s tandardized answers 
are gi ven which a l low for direct quanti fica tion on the basi s of thei r 
qua l i ta tive clarity .  Wi th open-ended questions ,  by con tras t ,  there i s  
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no such uniformity in  the repl ies ;  ra ther these vary from person to 
person ,  wi th some times onl y a few iden tica l  answers. Such variations 
would be no handicap i f  each questionnaire were onl y  to be analysed 
as a total i ty .  But if separate questions from al l  the questionnaires  
were to be compared s tat is tica l ly ,  a bas is  for comparison had to be 
crea ted . Despi te a l l  the di fferences of expression , the answers 
therefore needed to be reduced to a smal l number of s ta t i s tica l ly  
workable categories .  Whether one can thereby reta in  the advan tage 
offered by open -ended questionnaires of individual nuances of 
expression depends on the care with which these ca tegories are 
formed and the answers assigned to them.  

Descript ive Classifica tions. The approach towards classi fying 
answers i s  a lways condi tioned by the aim of the inquiry and the 
h ypothesi s l in ked to i t .  Of ten we are interested in opiHion s and 
at t i tudes whose s tructure i s  i mmediatel y clear from the answers . In 
such cases the answers can be grouped according to their i n tended 
meaning (cf . P. 1.azarsfeld,  1 937 ) ,  so that one can speak of a descriptive 
classifica tion . ( . . .  ) 

However, a descriptive classifica tion i s  sometimes not confined to a 
l ist ing of answers according to a particular perspective , but  incl udes 
an evalua tion at the same t ime.  For in stance in Question 242 ( 'How 
do you l i ke modern workers ' hous ing? ' ) ,  we di fferentiated be tween 
rejections of i ts substance and insubstan tial cri tici sms .  The 
answers were divided according to whe ther they cri ticized cen tra l 
elemen ts of modem archi tecture or rela ted onl y to de ta i l s .  However .  
one was s t i l l  deal ing wi th a descriptive classi fica tion . even when the 
ca tegories contained an  evaluative aspect . Al l the same . i t  i s  hardly  
possible to  draw a clear l ine be tween 'pure '  and 'va lue- laden ' 
descriptions :  through the selection of  certa in  a spects of the replies ,  
every classi fica l ion con ta ins  an  implici 1 val ue j udgement . The extent  
of th i s  wi l l ,  nevertheless , vary con sidera bly .  which is  why i t  i s  
importan t  to  keep th i s  point always in  m ind.  

For many questions  there i s  a l so more than one aspect to 
classif icat ion . A category of ten grows out  of a combina tion of 
characteristics which refer to di fferent classi fica tion system s .  Th us we 
found that wi th Question 3 1 9  ( ' How and where do you best l ike to 
spend 1he weekend? ' )  we needed to consider the nature of the act ivi ty 
and the place where the weekend was spen t as we l l  as the people 
involved . Few an swers covered a l l  th ree poi nt s ;  most mentioned two 
aspects- for example, the place ( ' a t home ' )  and (a lmost  a lways ) the 
fa mi ly  as the people involved . On th i s  pragmatic basi s ,  the category 
' a t  home wi th my fami ly '  was formed , which combined two 



A ims & Meth ods 53 

classi fica tory aspects . The logic o( such combi nations as wel l  as the 
use of 'pragmatic reduction ' has been described by Paul F. Lazarsfeld 
( 1 93 7 ) .  

In terpretatit1e C lass ifica t io n .  With a number of questions ,  we 
aimed at uncovering personal i ty tra i ts or a tti tudes which could not be 
got at directl y .  What  respondents regard as their motives for action are 
often ra tiona l i za tions under which their actua l  motives l ie buried . 
Bu t we did not  on l y  wan t to understand what someone thought or 
did, but a lso w h y .  Had we asked direct ly  for his reasons .  we would 
most ly have been given rational iza tions rather than the real motive. 
However,  cer tain forms of behaviour have in our view a 
' physiognomic'  character , which refers to deep-seated personal i ty 
trai ts tha t can be uncovered through careful interpre tation . In so far as 
we were i n teres ted in information which did not emerge directl y in 
ei ther the question or the answer, the classifica tion of repl ies was onl y  
possible after an  in terpretation of their  hidden meaning had been 
made. In contrast with a 'descriptive' approach , where the answers 
are grouped directl y according to their overt conten t,  this la tter 
method can be designated as in terp reta t ive classifica tion . 

An i n terpre ta tive categori zation must  translate the original 
answers in to the language of the underlying personal i ty tra i ts .  Here 
individual nuances of expression , disregarded in explanations of 
surface meanings, play a significan t role .  The drawback of this 
method l ies in the fact that the classifica tory categories are 
cons tructed from the in terpre ted answers , so tha t the reader i s  onl y  
indirect ly  in  touch wi th the ac tual data. An i n terpretative 
classifica tion i s  therefore less open to checking than a descriptive one. 
and the avoidance of  possible mis takes depends on the accuracy of the 
in terpre tation i tse lf .  The theoretical part of questionnaire ana lysis i s  
not  however res tricted to  the  prepara tion of  an appropriate 
classifica tion sys tem and i ts use ; the assigning of answers to the 
separa te ca tegories poses an importan t theoretica l task . 

Examples for an in terpre tative classifica tion are to be found above 
al l in  ques tions relat ing to cul tural themes (favouri te books , fi lms ,  
plays,  pictures ) .  In grouping the responses , we used the categories 
' individual ' and ' conven tiona l '  amongst others . as the basis of our 
theoretical considerations .  As a ru le , our responden ts repl ied with a 
tit le or a l i s t  of books ,  fi l ms or plays or of pic tures hanging in their 
homes . An i nquiry tha t was concerned wi th recording the 
distribution of particu l ar pictorial  forms could  divide the answers 
into ca tegories such as ' copy ' ,  ' reproduction ' and 'original ' .  or 
'genre ' ,  ' s t i l l - l i fe ' ,  ' l andscape ' ,  ' portra i t ' .  In contras t ,  we were 
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concerned with the connection be tween the pi ctures and thei r owners. 
In so far as this information offered ' phys iognomic '  data, we were 
not in terested in  the pictures as such but on ly  i n  them as  i ndica tors for 
the relat ionship of the responden t to certain cul tural themes . If one i s  
a lready fami l iar wi th the object  named a s  wel l  as wi th i ts speci fic 
socia l  signifi cance, one can infer the nature of thi s  rela t ionsh ip  from 
the ti tles or names given . 

The connection with cul tural themes was designa ted as 
' i ndividua l '  i f  the respondent d id not reply  according to h i s  
fash ions  b u t  obvi ous l y  made h i s  choice accord ing  t o  h i s 
own artis t ic  in terests ;  he had to show an unprej udiced att i tude , which 
had been formed by experience and was not merely an expression of 
conformi ty w i th a given s tandard .  A 'conven tiona l '  a t t i tude. by 
con trast ,  was free from any more personal in teres t and rel ied on 
stereotypes acquired at school or copied from Mr Smi th or Jones . Both 
the la ten t and ma n i fes t con t e n t  of  the answers enabled one to deduce 
whether a person ' s  stance was ' conven tiona l '  or ' i ndividua l ' ,  and 
wi th these categories we were able to describe a qual i ta t ive 
characteristic of the responden t ·  s persona l i ty .  

A further example of an in terpretative classi fication i s  the  category 
'em ployer ' s  viewpoin t ' ,  as appl i ed in Question 1 35 ( ' \Vhat  do you 
th ink about the rat iona l i zat ion measures? ' ) . Answers which came 
in to  th i s  category contained nei ther the word nor the concep t ,  
' employer's viewpoint ' and could indicate both acceptance or  
rejection . An answer such as :  ' Ra t iona l i za tion t ires the worker and 
makes h im unwi l l i ng to work ' i s  hardly to be d i s t ingu i shed, a t  the 
descri pt ive leve l ,  from the sta temen t that rational izat ion i s  
responsible for over- ti redness a n d  nervous tension . B u t  the use of the 
expression 'unwi l l ing  to work' indica tes that  the responden t v iews 
the harmful conseq uences of  ra tional i za tion from the point  of view of  
the employer . I f ,  on the other hand,  only the  fact i s  men tioned tha t  
rational izat ion means more stress  for the worker ,  then the effects are 
being viewed from the s tandpoin t  of the worker .  In regarding the firs t  
answer as employer-orien ta ted . we in terpreted i t  accordi ng to i ts 
d is t ingui shi ng a t t i tude to the production process ,  which may be 
described as one of i den ti fication wi th the employer ' s  poin t  of v iew.  

In th is  instance our in terpreta tion i s  not a t  odds with the conscious 
v iew of the responden t ,  bu t  the contrast  between the la tent  and 
man i fest mean ing of an answer can somet imes be a sharp one . In this 
connection , Quest ions 434/35 are i l lus tra tive ( 'Do you lend money or 
goods to friends? Yes-No ; Why (not )? ' ) . We wan ted , wi th this  
question , to ga in  an insigh t  i n to the rela tionshi p  of the respondents  
to thei r circle of  friends. A readiness to lend money or other th ings 
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indicated , in o�r view , tha t the desire to help was s tronger than the 
pleasure of possession or fear  of loss . One respondent  repl ied tha t he 
len t both money and goods si nce friends should help each other . In 
con trast ,  another was of the opinion that one should not lend money 
since th i s  would destroy the friendship .  In both instances the 
signi ficance of the friendship was stressed ; but whereas the firs t saw 
lending be tween friends a s  a duty ,  the second came to exactly the 
opposi te conclusion . If we took both answers l i teral ly ,  we could 
assign them to the ca tegory ' posit ive valuation of friendship ' . I t  does 
not however require grea t psychological competence to recogni ze 
tha t behind the refusal to lend something s tood not the fear of losing a 
friend ,  but  the fear of l oss of the loan .  The objective meaning of the 
answer is not changed by the fact that  the respondent actual ly  
bel ieves , or wishes us to  believe ,  the opposi te .  This i s  a l so a typical 
case of ra tional ization : wi th the hel p of a moral excuse something i s  
to be given sanction -or ra ther i s  to be h idden-which the 
respondent does not want  others , or himsel f ,  to acknowledge. We 
assigned this  type of answer to the ca tegory 'moral izing 
ra tional i zat ions ' .  

In  con tras t  to the above cases there were other responses to these 
questions where one could not be absol utel y sure whe ther they were 
ra tional iza tions or unal terable facts .  Th us one cannot simpl y assume 
from the answer tha t 'one cannot lend anyth ing because one does not 
have anyth ing oneself '  tha t the respondent does not wish to lend. Bu t 
the pover ty argumen t  was frequen tl y  a clear ra tional iza tion and, as 
we were able to estab l i sh ,  was u sed above al l  by respondents wi th 
higher incomes. 

A striking example of th i s  att i tude i s  to be seen in  Questionnaire 66. 
The respondent l ived in constant  fear that he could not inanage on h i s  
income and he  carried thrift  to exaggerated l imi ts .  The ra tionaliza
t ion tha t he had no money recurred constan tly .  His  i ncome ( techni
cian , married, one chi ld )  was RM 444 a month , which meant that  he 
came clearl y above the average of our highes t  income group . 

Despi te th is  he gave the fol lowing answers :  

Ques tion 3 1 9  ( 'Where do you best l ike to spend the weekend? ' )  
' O u t  of the question because the cost i s  too h igh · .  

Question 4 1 6  ( 'Why/Why not are you afraid of i l lness ? ' )  
' Il lness costs  money' . 

Question 4 1 9  ( 'Are you a tee total ler, a non -smoker, vege tarian?)  
' I  have no money for tobacco ' .  

Question 434  ( ' Do you lend money or goods to  friends? ' )  
' I  have noth ing to lend ' .  
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( ' What prevents you from being (more ) active in  
the union ? ' )  
' I t cos ts too much money ' .  

Al l the same, a deci si ve response was always possible so  that the 
answers were ul t imately more of ten worked on wi th a descriptive 
technique .  As was the case wi th many other questions ,  in terpretative 
and descriptive ca tegories supplemented each other. If one can gain the 
desired informa tion from responden ts wi thout difficu l ty ,  i n ter
pretat ive techniques are doubtless a l so unnecessary. Bu t they are 
often frui tful in  cases where the respondent  i s  ei ther not in  the 
posi tion to give the desi red information or where he resi s ts  giving a 
tru th ful answer . For example, the already defined categories 
' i ndividual ' and 'conven tiona l '  were necessary because responden ts 
were unable to reply s traigh tforwardly .  The in terpreta ti ve 
classi fica tion in  th is  case draws on atti tudes of which the responden ts 
were hardly aware and which they therefore could not articulate .  In 
other cases social taboos migh t  have been responsible for the fact that  
respondents repl ied evasively or not a t  al l . The fac t tha t  they had more 
or less repressed their real though ts or feel i ngs so tha t  they were 
hardly conscious of them any more was decis ive here . A mixture of 
resi stance and inabi l i ty was also shown by those respondents who 
jus tified thei r refusal to lend to friends on moral -ideologica l grounds .  
Some of  the responden ts bel ieved their own s tatemen ts and were no t 
conscious of  the ra tionalizing nature of their self-presen tation ; others 
knew throughout tha t  their s ta ted reasons hid their real mo tives , bu t 
they were not prepared to admi t this .  

An open-ended questionnaire ,  and in  particular in terpre ta tive 
classifications , require ,  as a precondi tion , an in timate knowledge of 
the research problems from the researcher. If .  for ins tance, he 
has to decide i f  a particular pai n ting or favouri te fi l m  indica tes an 
' individua l '  or a 'conven tional ' a t ti tude he has to know which 
pain tings or fi lms are the most popular amongs t the social group he 
is deal ing wi th ;  on ly in this way can he then decide how far a particular 
reply  reveals an i ndividual tas te .  He mus t a l so be fami l iar wi th the 
socia l - theoretica l concepts which i nfluence the responden ts '  
though t. Ques tions 442/43 ( 'Do you believe that  the individual i s  
responsible for h i s  own fate? Yes-No; Why (no t ) ?' ) ,  are a good 
example.  In Marxist  theory , wh ich has developed expl ici t s ta temen ts 
regarding th is  problem , the i ndividua l ' s  fa te is presen ted as social l y  
determined, b u t  a t  the same time i t  i s  s tressed tha t through pol i tica l  
ac tion the  individual  can change the posi tion of h i s  class and , wi th 
thi s ,  of h i s  own si tua tion .  We often came across the repl y :  ' No, the 
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individual can do nothing about his fate , since i t  is de termined by 
social conditions ' .  Al though one can see the infl uence of Marxis t  
theory here ,  i t  was select ively perceived since i t s  posi tive behavioural 
aspect  was ignored . Only  by reference to the total i ty of the theory was 
i t  possible to grasp the exac t s igni ficance of the answer and to classify 
i t  accordingl y .  

Fina l ly ,  one  needs a thorough knowledge of psychological 
in terpretations general ly  as wel l as a theore tical knowledge about 
specific mechanisms such as repression , rational i za tion and reaction
formation : together these form an essential part of the tools of 
psychological in terpreta tion . If the researcher can meet these 
demands , the use of in terpreta ti ve classification wil l  provide scarcely 
less obj ective resul ts than would purely descriptive techniques .  The 
relationship be tween these two corresponds wi th that of explanation 
and description , and only wi th an in terpreta tive method wi l l  i t  be 
possible to secure the information we are in teres ted in and to answer 
questions .  

e .  Correla tions 

Af ter classi fication,  the responses needed to be analyzed in rela tion 
to their  s ta tus characteris tics ,  tha t is, according to age , sex ,  mari tal 
s tatus , income , occupa tion and pol i tical orien ta tion . In this way a 
proportional di  vision of the answers was establ i shed which in  tum 
needed to be analyzed theoretical ly .  

The poin t  has a lready been made tha t nothing can be proved by our 
data .  But where the s tat is tical resul ts corresponded wi th our 
expectatiqns they len t them addi tional weight ,  and where this was not 
the case , they made our hypo thesis appear doubtful , even if  we were 
able to add explanatory variables or poin t  to methodological 
mis takes .  Each ca tegory of the various divisions wi thin groups was 
tes ted for rel iabi l i ty and declared sign ificant ,  if the resul ts were 
posi ti ve .  In those cases where a theoretical ly expected difference was 
not s ign ificant ,  but was grea ter than a simple s tandard devia tion , this 
was regarded as  at leas t  tenden tial confirmation of our expecta tions .  
This  occurred above a l l  when two or more differences existed be tween 
the same s ta tus groups which in themselves exhibi ted a logical 
consis tency. Such differences could be observed ei ther in single, or in 
a series of, quest ions .  A good example of this is  offered by the 
tendency of the Communis ts to answer pol i tica l  ques tions 
disproportionately more frequently  than the Social Democra ts . We 
also frequen tly succeeded in uncovering in terest ing trends as , for 
example,  tha t of a growing number of radical answers in relation to an 
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increasingly lefti st  orienta tion . If the differences between the 
extremes were s tatist ica l ly  s igni ficant ,  then such ' trends ' or 
' tendencies ' were themselves declared sign ifi cant in a broader sense. 
OBut even if differences in response between two status groups could 
be confi rmed as  rel iable , i f  for example the Social Democra ts held a 
particular att i tude signi fican tly more of ten than the Communis ts ,  
these differences were not au tomatica l ly  ascribed to their respective 
poli tical posi tions ,  since they could also have been dependen t  on age 
or occupa tion . Since one could not rule out the possib i l i ty  that 
differences between s ta tus groups res ted on such external factors , 
further tes ts were undertaken . If for example i t  was though t l ikely 
that  a particular response which was proportional ly  higher among 
the Social Democra ts was age-determined , then both the Social 
Democrats and the Communists  were divided in to different  age
groups . If wi thin the respective age-groups the same di fferences 
l ikewise manifested themselves , one could be sure that  these 
differences were due to pol i tical divi s ions .  

This  type of  addi tional analysis was carried ou t above a l l  in  two 
instances which occurred frequen tly :  fi rs t ly ,  when occupational as 
wel l as pol i tical  differences were shown in  answers to one and the 
same ques tion . In such cases these di fferences were onl y men tioned in  
the text ,  i f  the breakdown of  poli tica l types according to  economic 
sta tus showed that these were mutual ly  independen t .  In the second 
instance all signi fican t di fferences between Social Democrats and 
Communists ,  and between the answers of the unemployed and whi te
col lar workers ,  were checked against other occupa tional groups , s ince 
in our sample the Communists included more unemployed than the 
Social Democra ts , and the Socia l  Democrats more whi te -col lar 
workers . I t ,  therefore, al ways had to be de termined whether the 
' typica l '  answers of the Communists  or Social Democrats were not 
the consequence of the different occupational composi t i�n of these 
two groups, or whether conversely ,  the ' typica l '  answers of the 
unemployed or whi te-collar workers did not relate to the di fferent 
pol i tical composi t ion of these groups . ( . . .  ) .0  

The explanatory power of  the correla tions examined was variable : 
the leas t useful were those relat ing to repl ies about sex and income. 
We had very few ques tionnaires re turned from women (47 women 
compared wi th 537 men ) .  and their social and occupa tional s i tuation 
was hardly  comparable with tha t  of the men ; sex-specific di fferences 
were therefore hardly to be expected empirica l ly .  The examinations of 
characteris tic answers relating to income were in teresti ng in so fa� a·

s 
a lack of s ignificance seemed to poin t  to the s l igh t  degree 
by which the habi ts , opinions and personal i ty of the responden ts 
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were causal ly  determ ined by thei r income level .  
Correlations wi th mari ta l s ta tus also showed no surprising resul ts .  

The di fferences es tabl ished could partly be rela ted to the age 
variable,  s ince the lower average age of the unmarried was sufficien t 
to explain certain aspects of their repl ies . Other resul ts were so 
obvious tha t they cou ld be left to stand wi thout further explana tions . 
Thus the married more often undertook outings with their family  
than the unmarried and spent less time wi th friends or  in  cl ubs or 
unions (Ques tion 320) .  Bu t for many ques tions ,  age was a s trong 
de termi ning factor . In the Tables , we have not shown al l  the resul ts in 
re la tion to sex, income, mari tal status and age , but only those where 
these variables infl uenced the response i n  speci fic ways . 

[ On the basi s of our theore tical premises]  we expected a close 
rela tionship be tween economic s ta tus and possible types of response . 
While our expecta tion was me t for many ques tions , for an even 
greater number this  was not the case . This seems to be mainly  due to 
the quan ti ta tive and qual i ta tive l imi ts of our material . If , for 
example ,  one divides the category 'manual worker ' in to sub-groups 
such as ski l led, semi -ski l led and unskil led and again according to the 
respect ive size of the en terprise , the resu l ting uni ts become extremely  
small i n  comparison wi th the numerous categories of response . These 
di fficu l ties were further exacerbated because we had far fewer whi te
col lar workers in our sample than manual workers . Too narrow a 
represen ta tion of each group is  worth less for a s ta tis tical ly  
val id comparison . Converse ly ,  resu l ts which were based on the 
undi fferentiated ca tegory of 'worker ' were also unsati sfactory,  since 
thi s  term does not re fer to a unity in the social -psychologica l sense , 
and therefore the general value of  the various sub-categories of reply 
was u l tima tely wi thou t deeper significance . In some cases ,  for 
example , signi ficant  di fferences emerged between skil led workers in 
large- and smal l -scale en terprises which would have remained 
unobserved in an overal l  average; in such circumstances the mid 
point  would correspond wi th that which resul ts from a combina tion 
of employees '  responses , a l though these show significan t  differences 
as soon as they are divided in to sub-groups.  In order to reach a 
compromise ,  we subdivided occupational grades only so far that 
s ta ti s tica l ly  viable uni ts remained. Nevertheless , our theore tical 
expec ta tions were widel y confi rmed . The infl uence of economic 
s ta tus on personal i ty became even more apparent when we compared 
i t  wi th certain recurren t character types (cf . Chap . 4 ) .  

In fact ,  the connection between responses and party membership 
was even clearer . One reason for this l ies in  the fact tha t poli tical 
groupings form closed uni ts in the social -psychological sense which 
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do not need to be further differentia ted i n  order to identify speci fic 
quali ties . Even a most extensive sub-division of the ca tegories of 
respondents '  poli tical activi ty offered clearer, more unified resul ts 
than did the sub-divi s ion of occupa tional categories . The empirica l ly  
establi shed close connec tion be tween party membership (e .g . ,  level of 
poli tical activi ty) and at ti tudes runs in two directions . Firs t ly ,  the 
members of a particular party , as wel l as their actions , influence the 
opinions and a tti tudes of the i ndividual .  They adopt those lessons 
and ideas tha t their respective parties constant ly  propaga te . But there 
is  also another basis for the relationship be tween personal i ty fac tors 
and party membership .  At the time i t  was certainly cus tomary for a 
worker, whatever his  character trai ts ,  to belong to , or vo te for, one of 
the two workers ' parties . But  whether he belonged to the SPD or the 
KPD and how far he became poli tica l ly  active depended partly ,  if not 
whol l y, on his personali ty s tructure . Thus a s ingle a nswer can be 
assessed by party membership ,  and this i n  turn can be assessed b y  
character type a s  revealed i n  the response pattern.  Frequent ly  there is 
an in teraction between the two, and it is  hard ly  possib le to decide 
which is the cause and which the effec t .  Genera l ly  though , one can 
assume that  answers rela ti ng to these themes,  on which the parties 
offered s tandardized ideas in  their propaganda , were party
influenced. But in relation to problems not discussed by the party ,  
and which had more to do wi th personal 

·
a t ti tude, the responses 

tended to be expressions of character s truc ture which determi ned both 
party membership  and level of poli tical activi ty .  

f. Syndromes 

Up to now we have discussed the analys i s  of responses i ndependentl y 
from the context of the individual  q uestionnaire .  But i n  order to 
bring out cer ta in aspects of the personal i ty  of the responden t  which 
were to be considered in rela tion to his  poli tical and economic s tatus ,  
a method had to be found for trea ting each ques tionnaire as an 
integra ted whole .  The aim was to discover how meaningful poli tica l 
doctrines were for the respondent ,  and which personal i ty types 
accorded wi th which pol i tical and economic groups . 

Dlf  we proposed to take the whole q uestionnaire as the basis for 
unders tanding the personal i ty  of the respondent  this i n  no way 
implies tha t one can thereby gai n  a to tal pic ture of the personal i ty.  
Even if thi s  were possible through a wri tten ques tionnaire , the 
avai lable techniques for cons tructing and evaluating these are qui te 
inadequate ,  a nd our own q ues tionnaire above a l l  could in  no way 
meet the necessary cri teria . The purpose of our survey was 
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consequently m uch more modes t :  first of a l l  we wan ted to form a 
pic ture of certai n  personal i ty types which have been accorded an 
accepted place in  social psychology . The aspects of personali ty on 
which we concen tra ted were as fol lows : authori tarian versus non
authoritarian tendencies , individualis tic versus collectivist aspira tions 
and, not least ,  cons i s tency of an individua l ' s  poli tical  ideas .D ( . . .  ) 

[The fol lowing example makes clear tha t various att i tudes need not 
necessari ly  be consi s ten t wi th each other : ]  i f  a lef t -wing responden t 
answered Ques tion 424 ( ' How in  your opinion , can the world be 
improved? ' )  wi th:  'By smashing the ruling class ' ,  and Ques tions 
62 1 /22 ( Whether one could bring up chi ldren wi thout bea ting them ) 
wi th : ' No, chi ldren need to be beaten in  order to teach them respect ' ,  
one can deduce from these replies that the respondent ' s  hatred o f  the 
capi ta l i s ts hardly derives from an inner commi tmen t to freedom and 
equa l i ty ,  since these s tand in opposi tion to h i s  me thod and teaching 
chi ldren respect. I L  is more l ikely tha t they show a deep-seated anger 
against  a l l  those who are more powerful and happy, as well  as a wi sh 
to dominate a l l  those who are wea ker. If one were then to incorporate 
other answers in to the com bina tion of the two above , i t  is possible 
tha t one 's ear ly  conjectures might ,  through these larger con
figura tions ,  become a wel l -founded certa inty . 

[ In  order to gain  a picture of the various aspects of the respective 
personal i ties] ,  a technique was developed which enabled us to 
construct a 'syndrome'  of the att i tudes of each responden t which 
could then be compared wi th hi s  pol i tical posi tion . This technique 
wi l l  be described in detai l  la ter ,  Dbut at  this poin t  we wi l l  j ust  mention 
the basic a ims of syndrome formation . We were chiefly in terested to 
study the rela tionship between party membership and character 
structure in order that  we migh t form a picture of the depth and 
consis tency of the individual 's pol i tical opinions.  ( .  . . )  We 
unders tand by depth of pol i tica l  conviction the strength of i ts 
in fluence on a person's  behaviour. Thi s  is  s l ight if someone , while 
supporting a particular party a t  elections , jo ining in i ts  ga theri ngs 
and paying his dues , deserts his party the moment a real  sacrifice i s  
asked of him ; or i f  someone belongs to  a party as long as i t  i s  on the 
winning side ,  but i mmediately doubts i ts programme ,  if it is defeated. 
By con trast , pol i tical  conviction i s  reckoned s trong, i f  nothing can 
replace the fai th in the aims of one's  party. 

Be tween these two extremes l ies a broad band of a tti tudes marking 
numerous in -be tween posi tions . The weigh t of poli tical convictions 
becomes s tronger ei ther where the rea l iza tion of the pol i tical 
programme leads to an immedia te improvement in l iving condi tions 
or the greater the programme's  chances of success . But if it is a 
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ques tion of explana tions and promises which -al though appeal ing 
to self-in terest-clash w i th wha t i s ra tional ly though t to be righ t, 
then this wi l l  on ly infl uence those whose capacity for ra tional 
though t is  underdeveloped or has been paralyzed . On the other hand . 
the more rational the pol i tical a ims and explana tions ,  the more 
meaning the party l ine wi l l  have for i ts adherents .  But  i f  the si tuation 
is not hopeless to the poin t  where death seems preferable ,  poli tical 
convictions wi l l  on ly have grea t weigh t,  i f  they are also emotiona l l y  
grounded . The S tronger the emotional bonds,  and  the more direct ly 
the party programme appeals  to these , the more whole-heartedl y and 
energe tical ly  wi l l  individuals  s tand by their party and figh t for i ts 
goals .  On the other hand , the more ten uous the relationship be tween 
party programme and emotional needs . the rpore individuals  there 
wi l l  be of  the ' fair weather type' on whom one cannot rely in a cri s i s .  

Undoubtedly ,  pol i tical doctrines cannot always be reduced to both 
material and emotional needs . They can even s tand in open 
opposi tion to objective in teres ts , even if j udged advan tageous by 
some. A pol i tical doctrine can actual ly go against  a l l  common sense 
bu t, nevertheless ,  be of great s ign ificance because of i ts close ties wi th 
emotional needs .  Bu t in such cases there must be some fac tors which 
prove emotional ly  irresis tible , since the entire doctrine s tands in 
opposi tion to the individual 's immedia te in teres ts and , in i ts actua l 
con ten t ,  i s  apparently unable to convince h im on a rational level . 
Pol i tical doctrine then becomes ideology. whose effectiveness i s  
proportionate to the  exten t and in tensi ty of i ts emotional appeal and 
i ts capaci ty to replace ra tional th inking w i th rationa l iza tion . 

We have men tioned that the manner and effect of an individual ' s  
emotional needs in relat ion to  their personal i ty s tructure can di ffer. 
Thi s  does not mean however that character is formed by individual 
and chance circums tances; nor that this derives from a biological ly  
determined ' human nature ' .  No doubt there are personal i ty 
di fferences which are influenced by hereditary factors as wel l  as by 
di fferen t l i fe experiences .  But these experiences ,  al though in some 
respects acciden tal , a lways lie w i th in  a certain framework which is 
genera l ly de termined by the cul tura l  s tandard or developmen t and,  
especial ly ,  by class posi tion . Furthermore , particular emotional 
complexes are the resu l t  of h i s torical circumstances which tran sform 
the biological and physiological foundations of human nature in the 
course of time in to something new and changeable .  The social 
cons train ts underlying a group mould th� personal i ty structure of i ts 
members in such a man ner as to lend a certa in un i form i ty to the basic 
elemen ts of personal i ty wi thin a class .  

Thus , for example , the middle class in Europe i s  marked by  a 
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dist inct incl ina tion to accum u la te wea l th ,  by a glori fica tion of  
s trength and a denigra tion of weakness , hy a dis trus t  of 'a l l  things 
foreign · and by a fear tha t the priva te sphere of the individua l ' s 
exi s tence m igh t be disturbed through too close con tact  with others . 
By co ntras t ,  workers . particularly those in  large-sca le en terprises , l ive 
under tota l l y  di fferen t condi tions : here there is a necessary solidari ty 
ins tead of m u tua l  compe ti t ion ,  no opportuni ty to accumulate capi ta l 
and therefore no desire to save ,  and no compulsion to keep apart from 
o thers .  This  has led to a to tal ly di fferent  personal i ty  s tructure 
w i th differen t emotional needs and di fferen t forms of satisfaction.  
But  the discrepancy of the personal i ty s tructures be tween the classes 
i s ,  em pirical l y ,  not as clear as one migh t  assume. There is a 
rift  be tween the economic and psych ic development of the classes , 
the rea sons for which wou ld lead too far [from the theme of this  s tudy ] 
to be discussed here .  Our material clearly shows tha t  many workers 
exh ibi t persona l i ty tra i ts wh ich are more or less typical of the middle 
class and which therefore do not accord w i th their socialist  views .  
These correspond m uch more wi th s tructures tha t are on ly  to  be seen 
in the most advanced sections of the working class .D 

g. Refusa ls 

Al l questions el ici ted some refusa l s .  The lack of an answer is not 
merely  nega tive evidence which excl udes further in terpreta tion . I f  
the refusa l can be traced to subjective factors . thi s  in i tsel f  becomes an 
answer which i s  often as  meaningful as some more manifest reply .  
Objectivel y ,  the reason for a refusal may be tha t n o t  a l l  the 
questions are relevant  to the responden t or, sometimes ,  because they 
do no t have the necessary informa tion .  For instance , many questions 
were di rected only  at fami l ies wi th ch ildren (603 , 605, 608, 609 and 
o thers ) ;  a l so questions regarding one 's  fa ther- in- law 's job changes or 
the number of employee s in one's  firm needed precise knowledge �f 
one's environment. But  the instances where a question could 
obviously not be answered formed only a frac tion of the to tal number 
of non-repl ies .  

In many cases one cannot eas i ly  decide whether a ques tion is 
unanswered for obj ective or for subjective reasons .  Perhaps the 
responden t firmly bel ieved tha t he should not or need not answer the 
ques tion ; but. frequent ly  the true motive is l ikely to have been ei ther 
re luctance or a lack of In terest in the question .  This becomes 
qu i te clear when respondents i n  the same objective si tua tion 
make di fferen t decisions abou t whether a ques tion concerns them or 
whether they possess sufficen t in forma tion to answer i t . The 
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responses of the unemployed offer a good example of th i s  poin t :  

a minori ty left ou t  a series of questions concerning their work

place and work condi tions ( 1 08-40) because they were unemployed 

at the time of the inquiry.  But the maj ori ty did reply to these 

ques tions ,  relating them to their las t place of work. 
The s i tuation was somewhat di fferen t  regarding the high number 

of non-replies (in all groups) to Ques tions 62 1 122 ( 'Do you think one 
can bring up chi ldren wi thout corporal punishment ? ' )  and 624 
( 'What do you and your wife think about early sex education for 
chi ldren (birth , reproduction , sexual di seases ) ? ' ) .  These questions 
form a series in  which it was assumed that the respondents were married 
and had chi ldren (60 1 /620) .  But they were formula ted in  such a way 
that the unmarried and chi ldless could also answer them.  Reference 
to problems of corporal pun ishment and the sex education of 
chi ldren are very common, and an answer required no special 
pedagogic experience. A considerable number of the unmarried did 
express their opinion on the subject while many of the married did 
not. 

In  this connection we were firs tly in terested in  those among the 
unmarried who did not reply. To begin with ,  i t  i s  possible that, a fter a 
brief glance a t  Section VI of the questionnaire , these people decided 
that  it did not concern them, s ince al l  the ques tions had to do with 
problems regarding children and their upbringing. This assumption 
is  apparently qui te correct i f  the whole section is  skipped. However, 
in mos t cases the questionnaire was fi l led in more carefu l ly;  
consequen tly it  was not whole pages bu t only s ingle ques tions which 
were missed or crossed ou t or shown to be unanswerable i n  some other 
way. In this ins tance we could  be sure that the respondents had read 
al l the questions and had left some of  them out ,  not acciden tal ly ,  but 
on purpose. I f  an unmarried respondent  repl ied to these ques tions, 
thi s  indica ted tha t  he was in terested in them . By contras t ,  an unfi l led 
space showed ei ther a lack of in teres t or a refusal to give an 
opinion on the subj ect .  

Whe ther or not a respondent feels obliged to reply to a ques tion in  
no way depends on i ts wording or immediate relevance but  rather on 
his  level of interes t and his  res is tances . A s imilar problem occurs for 
the respondent when he has to decide whether he knows enough to 
answer a particular ques tion.  An exaggeratedly detailed way of  
thinking can often resul t  in  a non -reply,  i f ,  for example ,  he  cannot be 
a hundred per cen t  sure whether h is fi rm employs 500 or 5 10 people . 
This type of  at t i tude, which we a�tually observed very rarely ,  need not 
res t on a des ire for absolute correctness , but can be a rational ization of  
an unwil l ingness to reply .  
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The subj ective reason for a non-reply often res ts , in our opinion , in 
a lack of in terest .  But j us t  as in terests are a part of personal i ty, so a 
non-reply  to certain questions offers a significant indication of 
peculiari ties of the personal i ty structure .  In terest in questions 
concerning,  say , the possibi l i ty of s topping another world war, can 
hardly be compared wi th questions about whether one l ikes to l isten to 
jazz. Psychological ly  speaking, there i s  a big difference between the 
appeal of the latter ques tion and those which ask whether one would 
l ike to l ive long or how one would invest one ' s  money, if one had any. 
If we wan t to know something about the psychological meaning of an 
in terest or lack of in terest ,  we first have to look at the question i tself. 
Here one must  basical ly  di fferentiate between questions which relate 
to genera l poli tical or cul tural in teres ts and those which are solely 
concerned with the individual 's personal l i fe .  The relationship 
between an in teres t in private and in social problems may be seen as 
typical not only for single individuals but  for whole social groups. 

There is a further field of in teres t where one can establ ish 
individual di fferences . This has to do with al l  those questions which 
rela te to the individua l 's capaci ty for happiness and pleasure ;  tha t is ,  
questions relating to personal wishes, favouri te fi lms etc .  The type of 
person who is chiefly orien tated towards work, achievement, and doing 
his duty would often leave such ques tions unanswered, ei ther through 
lack of interes t or actual antipa thy .  A non-reply of thi s  nature can add 
reveal ing information to an unders tanding of his personal i ty 
s tructure .  

Fear and mistrus t  form a further complex of  subjective reasons for a 
non-reply .  One sometimes comes across an open fear of the adverse 
consequences which a response to certain ques tions might incur. 
Given the anonymity of our inquiry , there was actual ly  no real basis 
for such fears, so that these in themselves pointed to the diffident and 
anxious character of the responden t. But it was more often the case 
tha t  the responden t ,  despi te a wil l ingness to reply  in  principle, 
answered questions as shortly  and non-commi ttal ly  as possible 
because of his mistrus t  and reserve . Questions regarding assessments 
of the respective parties and trade unions ,  their leaders , pol i tics and 
organiza tional s tructure could final ly  be an addi tional reason for the 
large number of non-replies, out of loyal ty to the party or unions 
and the wish not to cri tici ze them vis-a-vis outsiders . 

All  in a l l ,  we consider tha t the non-repl ies should not be regarded 
as too great a loss of data; given an appropriate analytical technique, 
they can themselves be in terpreted . This  has consequences for the 
s ta tis tical treatment of such data. If one wants to give place and 
meaning to non-repl ies, one has the choice of two methods of 
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procedure which may. however and in certain cases , lead to mutua l ly  
exclusive resul ts .  The fi rst procedure a l lows non -repl ies to  be  trea ted 
as one of a number of ca tegories represen ting speci fic att i tudes . In this  
case non-replies appear as part of  the tota l wi thin a group of answers 
so that the percen tage figure of the actual answers is  correspondingly 
reduced. The second procedure totaliy ignores non -replies so tha t the 
percen tage for posi t ive answers correspond wi th the percen tages of 
actua l replies .  An example will  clarify the effec t of both methods:  
assume tha t we have two groups of 1 00 people each , one composed of 
those aged 20 and under ,  the other of those over 5 1 .  The ana lysis of the 
ques tion regarding favouri te f i lms shows tha t in the younger group 
five did not reply ,  while twen ty -five named Russian fi lms ;  the 
corresponding values for the older group were fifty -six  and ten . The 
distribution , expressed in percen tages . i s as fol lows : 

Table I . I  

No answer 
Russian fi lms 

20 Years and under 

5% 
25% 

51 Years and over 

65% 
1 0% 

I f  we leave non-repl ies out altogether and only take the percen tage 
answering 'Russian fi lms ' ,  the picture i s  total ly al tered: 

Table 1 .2  

20 Years and under 5 1  Years and over 

Russian f i lms 26.4  ( 25)% 28.6 ( 1 0)%  

The figures in brackets denote the absolute val ues. An analysis 
according to the second method gives the impression that Russian 
fi lms are �ore attractive for the old th�n for the young. Wi th the 
first me thod, which takes non-replies into account ,  the resul t  is the 
opposi te .  Which me thod i s  the 'correc t '  one , clearly depends on how 
one in terprets the mean ing of non-repl ies .  I f  one decides that a 
posi t ive reply i s  merely coinciden ta l ,  one is j us t i fied in  assuming that 
the various categories of posi t ive repl ies would have been 
proportionately increased , if the responden t had not ' forgot ten ' to 
reply . That is to say, the relative s trength of each group wou ld not be 
al tered by the addi tion of the non-replies .  In our example this wou ld 
mean that older people real ly do show a grea ter preference for 
Russian fi l ms than the young, s ince we firmly bel ieve that 28. 63 of 
the 65 non-responden ts in the o lder group would have decided in 
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favour of these fi l ms had they repl ied , as wou ld 26. 43 of non
responden ts in the younger group. 

Bu t i f  our star t i ng-point  is  the belief that a non -reply is  not 
accid�n tal bu t is  based instead on a lack of in teres t ,  such reason ing 
would lead lo to ta l l y  wrong concl usions .  In this  case one would 
assu me that ,  had the non-respondent s repl ied, they would have 
answered that they had no favouri te fi lms ,  that they did not go to the 
cinema or that they did no t kn ow what sort of fi l ms they preferred . If 
one bel ieves that  non -repl ies a lso lend themselves to in terpretation , 
one can onl y arri ve a t  a rel iable picture  of ac tual condi t ions , i f  
one trea ts these responses i n  the  same manner as  one treats other 
variables -that i s ,  as a category wi th i ts own speci fic mean ing. 
Accordingly ,  the resu l ts were in terpreted as sign i fying that the 
preference for Russian fi l ms was much stronger in  the younger than 
in  the older groups (253 against  1 03) , while an in teres t in films as 
such was s ign i fican t ly lower among the old than among the young. 

The choice of a sui table s tatis tical method depends on the 
in terpretation given to the fact of non -response. On the basis  of the 
reasons sketched ou t above as wel l as cer tain other research resu l ts ,  
we can s tart wi th some certain ty from the assumption that a non -repl y 
indicates speci fic motives in a lm?s t  al l  cases ; we have therefore 
treated them as one of a number of ca tegories of at ti tude towards 
cer tain themes . 





CHAPTER II 

The Socia l  and Po litica l Si tuation 
of the Responden ts 

O On the fol lowi ng pages a short overview of the personal , social , 
economic and pol i tica l  com posi tion of our sample wi l l  be given . In 
th i s  process , the characteri s tics regarding origin ,  rel igion , age , 
income , occupa tion , mari tal s tatus , standard of l iving and trade 
union organiza tion wi l l  be analysed . These wi l l  be followed by an 
examina tion of the distribution in to pol i tical groups and of their 
correla tions wi th the above-named characteri s tics .O 

a .  Persona l  Data 

Mos t of the 584 ques tionnaires ,  namely 7 1 3 ,  were from urban cen tres 
between Frankfurt and Berl in .  253 came from areas south of the River 
Main and from the Rhineland, whi le  the remaining 43 derived from 
al l  other regions i n  Germany,  wi th the exception of the rural east .  

In con tras t to the mainly Protes tant northern and central regions , 
the south and the Rhineland contained a predominantly Cathol ic  
popula tion . 1 1 3 .of the responden ts be longed to the Ca tholic church , 
and these groups mostly l ived in the las t-named areas.  253 were 
Protes tan t  and 73 belonged to rel i gious minori ties, including the 
Jews;  never theless ,  not less than 573 described themselves as athei sts .  

Th� responden ts l ived almos t exclusively in urban areas , even 
though 263 had been born in the country . Even the small group of 33 
of coun try-dwel lers worked ei ther in the towns or in large en terpri ses 
such as the s tate railways . Since 743 of the responden ts ' paren ts l ived 
in the towns , on ly  a smal l degree of loca l mobi l i ty be tween the 
genera tions can be iden ti fied . This is complemented by an equal ly  
minimal s tructural mobi l i ty ,  s ince in most  cases the  social s tatus of  
the responden ts corresponded with that of their paren ts .  Only  those 
or rural origin form an exception , s ince the move in to a town gener-
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ally a l so_ mean t a rise in s tatus .  Bu t greater social  advancement is 
predicted for the chi ldren of the respondents :  half  of them had 
completed some form of train ing which was genera l ly  associated 
wi th a higher social  posi tion than was the case for their paren ts .  

59% of the responden ts were married, 2% were widowed or divorced; 
the average marriage age was between 27 and 28 years . 38% described 
themselves as . s ingle and, as was to be expected, these were mostly the 
younger respondents .  All the under-20's were unmarried, whi le this  
was only  true for 3% of the over 40-year-olds.  Women presen ted a 
special case in  our data : on ly 7 out of 47 female responden ts were 
unmarried . Three -quarters of the married had been married for more 
than five years . Al though 1 7% of these marriages were chi ldless ,  the 
average number of chi ldren was l . 8. 

Among the married samples ,  66% of the wives  were in  employmen t 
and, apart from 6%, had worked continuously s ince the War . But  only 
3 1  % of responden ts stated that their  mother was or had been 
employed; however 58% had sisters who worked , and in no less than 
27% of cases al l the female members of the fami ly  were engaged in 
paid labour. 

b .  L iving Standards. 

The evidence available to us concerning the l i ving standards of the 
responden ts does not al low us to make s tat is tical ly re l iable 
comparisons between the various groups,  but  at  leas t enables us  to 
point  to a number of general characterist ics which can shed l ight  on 
social background. Living condi tions can basical ly be descri bed as 
poor . Only a third of the respondents had a room with a bed for each 
fam ily member , whi le  28% of households did not even possess a bed 
for each of i ts members.  Furnishings ,  however, were more luxuriou s  
than l iving condit ions would have l ed one t o  expect ;  presumably 
they s temmed from better t imes when larger accommodation could  
s ti l l  be  afforded. The u nemployed , for exam ple, had furnishings i n  
their cramped accommodation which had doubtless been acquired i n  
happier circumstances . Only 9 %  o f  responden ts  did not own more 
than basic furnishing necessit ies such as chairs ,  table ,  washs tand , 
cupboard and occasional ly a sewing machine or a clock . The great 
majori ty, however , al so possessed book cases , shelves and sometimes 
even a desk.  

About 1 03-of whom hal f were unemployed-stated that they ate 
meat on less than two days a week and that they cou ld not afford 
drink or cigaret tes . 57% of respondents - of whom the unemployed 
formed only a sixth - had meat five t imes a week and could spend a 
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moderate amoun t o n  drink and tobacco. Final ly ,  33% cou ld afford 
plenty of meat .  dr ink and tobacco; the proport ion of unemployed 
was reduced to one in eigh teen in this group. 

I f  one seeks to es tabl ish whether expenditure beyond basic 
necessi ties was devoted to pleasure or to further education , the resul t  
is as fol lows: 1 1  % clearly favoured pleasure and spen t their money 
main ly on alcohol or cigaret tes .  5 1  % decided in favour of education 
(books and lectures)  . .  while no clear trend was discernible for the 
remain ing 3�%. 

c . A ge, Inco me and O ccupa tion.  

Tables 2 . 1 ,  2 .2 and 2 .3  show the age and income distribution and 
occupational s tatus of the responden ts .  

Table 2. 1 Age 

Age in Years Number % 

llnder 2 1  34  6 
2 1 -30 237 4 1  

3 1 -50 260 54 
5 1  and over 48 8 
No reply 5 I 

584 1 00 

Table 2.2 I ncome 

Income ( R M  per month ) Number % 

Under 5 1  1 09 1 9  

5 1 - 1 00 36 6 

1 0 1 - 1 50 83 1 4  

1 5 1 -200 1 24 2 1  

201 -250 1 70 29 

25 1 -300 60 1 0  
No reply 2 1 

584 1 00 

The age distribution of  the sample ranged from less than 2 1 ( 6%) to 
over 60 years (3% ) .  The largest group was formed by the 2 1 -40 group, 
and the average age of the total sample was 3 1  years . 

I f  one disregards incomes under 5 1  RM.  the average income was 
l 97 RM per month .  But  the income dis tribution looks differen t when 
tabulated against  age or sex. The average income among the 2 1 -30-
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year o lds  was 1 72 RM. in the 3 1 -50 group i t  rose to  209 RM. to reach 
2 1 5  RM among the 5 1 -60-year-olds.  The average income of fu l ly  
employed women was 1 60 RM,  signi ficantly be low tha t  of their male 
col l eagues . 

Table 2.3 Occupational s tatus 

Occupa tional group Employed 

Ski l le d  m a n u a l  
l 1 n sk i l lc d  manua l  
Whi t e  col l a r 
Other 

No.  

264 
34 

1 54 
42 

494 

% 

15  
6 

26 
7 

84 

l lnemployed Total 

No. 3 No. % 

57 1 0  32 1 55 
20 3 54 9 
1 3  3 1 67 29 
0 0 42 7 

90 1 6  584 1 00 

The essen tial occupational groups in our inquiry were made up of 
whi te-col lar ,  ski l l ed manual and unski l led workers . The category 
'whi te-col lar '  included em ployees in both the publ i c  and priva te 
sector. Manual workers ( 643) formed the maj or i ty in our sample.  293 
of respondents were whi te-col lar workers . The remaining 73 
( 'other ' )  were made up of s tuden ts ,  housewives and small  traders .  
whose numbers were too smal l t o  form separate ca tegories. 1 63 of 
responden ts were unemployed. Every th ird semi-s ki l led, every s ixth 
ski l l ed but only every thirteen th whi te-col lar worker was without 
employmen t .  Publ ic  servan ts , who were most ly untouched by 
unemployment ,  were included in the whi te-col lar group. Bas ica l ly .  
manual workers were hi t  s igni fi cant ly more severe ly by  the  cri s i s .  
s ince 203 were unemployed in comparison wi th 1 63 among the 
sample as a whole. 

Most of the unemployed were entirely dependent on state support 
and therefore came in to the lowest  inc�me ca tegory of less than 5 1  
RM per month. Table 2 .4  shows the re la tionship between 
occupa tional s ta tus and income . 

Apart from the unemployed. unski l l ed workers had the lowes t 
incomes . The earnings of  ski l led workers were only s l ight ly below 
that of whi te-col lar  workers . It was not always clear from the replies ,  
however. whe ther or not  the earnings of al l members of the family 
were incl uded . 

The age dis tribu tion w i thin the occu pa tiona l  groups was re la tive ly  
s imilar;  only  the large number of unemployed aged under 30 i s  
s triking. 
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Table 2.4 Occupational groups and i ncome (%)  

I ncome U nski l led Sk i l led Wh i te l l n - Other Total 
in R M  col lar  employed 

Under 5 1  1 8  3 3 83 30 1 9  
5 1 - 1 00 1 2 5 6 I 20 6 
1 0 1 - 1 50 35 1 6  1 4 6 5 1 4 
1 5 1 -200 32 3 1  1 7  2 8 2 1  
20 1 -250 3 34 42  8 22 29 
25 1 -300 I O 1 8  1 5  I O  
No reply  I I 

1 00 1 00 1 00 I OO 1 00 1 00 

Table 2.5 Occupa tional groups and age (%) 

Unsk i l led Sk i l led W h i te Un- Other Total 
collar employed 

Under 2 1  6 7 5 6 3 6 
2 1 -30 4 1 38 33 60 45 4 1  
3 1 -50 44 44 52 33 40 44 
5 1 and over 9 9 9 l 1 2  8 
No reply 2 I I 

1 00 1 00 J OO 1 00 1 00 1 00 

1 6% of respondents worked in firms wi th less than l OO workers , 33% 
in those w i th 1 0- 1 00,  32% in factories wi th 1 00- 1 , 000 and, final ly  1 9% 
in large en terprises wi th more than 1 ,000 workers . The remain ing 
20% were ei ther s tuden ts , housewives , sel f-employed or, more often , 
the unemployed who did not offer information on the size of the fi rm 
where they were last employed . 

In a l l  en terprises and firms apart from the very small , there was a 
Works Council which was elected by the workers and which was seen 
as represen ting their  in teres ts . After subtracting the unemployed , self
em ployed and those employed in small businesses . there remained 
390 ques tionnaires of which only  three offered no information about 
the Works Counci l .  

45 1 o f  the 584 respondents were members o f  a trade union . 92% 
belonged to the 'Free Unions '  which were under Social Democrat 

con trol . In 62% of the en terprises the Works Counci l consis ted 

entirely of Social Democrats , but in 1 930 most Commun is ts were s ti l l  

members of Social Democra tic unions .  Only  4% of  responden ts 

men tioned pure ly  Communist  Works Counci l s ,  the only  three 

respondents were mem bers of the newly establ ished 'Revolutionary 
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Trade Union Opposi t ion ' .  A quar ter of the Works Counci l s  were 
made up from a number of groups:  Communists sat together with 
Social  Democrats next to members of the Hirsch-Duncker unions ,  
the Chri s tian as  wel l  as  the white-col lar unions .  One reason for the 
strength of the Social Democratic un ions lay in the loyal ty of their 
members :  20% of  Social Democrats among the responden ts had 
belonged to the un ion before 1 9 1 8 , and the average length of 
membership was roughly ten years . 

The un ions general ly  made heavy demands on the time of their 
members . Onl y  7% of  members in our survey were tota l ly  passive ;  
22% took part in  meetings or read union papers , whi le  the remaining 
7 1  % took an active part in union affairs ;  every th i rd un ion member 
held an official  posi tion i n  the union . 

d. Po li t ica l G roup ings. 

Answers to Question 442 ( 'Which party do you vote for ? ' )  served as a 
s tarting-point  for class i fying the responden ts into pol i t ical groups. 
These were cl assi fied into : Social Democrats , Communists ,  National 
Social is ts ,  B ilrger.l ic h e  and Non-voters . The category 'Bi irgerlich e ' 
included al l  organiza tions to the right o f  the Social Democrats , 
except for the National Social i s ts : the German People ' s  Party ,  the 
[Cathol ic]  Cen tre , the Swabian Peasants Party and others . This 
aggregation was necessary for methodological reasons ,  s ince the 
individual organiza tions were represented by very few responden ts .  It  
was also j ust i fied by the fact that the repl ies of these respondents were 
only to be used for comparative purposes. Al though the number of 
National Social ists was relatively low , they were formed in to an 
independen t ca tegory ; s ince the far Righ t were tryrng to gain power at 
the time, this smal l  group was mainly of his torical in terest to us . 

Inside the Social Democratic Party was a fair ly pronounced left 
wing,  which dist inguished i tself  from the core of the party by i ts 
in terpretation of social i s t  theory as wel l as over im mediate pol i tical 
strategy . On the basis of these di fferences the USPD [ Independent 
Social ists]  had previous ly spl i t  off and some t ime after the end of our 
inquiry the SAP [Sozia listische A rbeiterpartei] was founded as a new 
left-social i s t  party . The official Social Democratic Party concen tra ted 
in i ts pol i t ics on the preservation and defence of the democra tic 
republic against  reactionary attacks , while the Left Socia l ists  pressed 
more s trongly for a rapid transformation in to a social i s t  society . The 
answers to Ques tion 423 ( ' Wh ich type of government do yo u th ink is  
the bes t ? ' )  were used to divide the Social  Dem ocrats into two groups : 
wi thin Social Democracy, those who opted for a 'socia l i s t  republ ic '  or 
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even for a ' Soviet sys tem ' were designa ted Left Social is ts , si nce they 
expressed a marked divergence from the official party programme by 
these answers . ( . . .  ) 

Given the pol i ti cal convictions of German man ual and white
col lar workers , the Social Democrats and Communists undoubtedly 
formed the two largest pol i tical groupings at the time of our survey. 
Only these two samples wi thin our total sample were large enough to 
al low for fur ther sub-divisions in to degrees of pol i tical activi ty. 
Basical ly ,  pol i tical commi tment can be concentrated ei ther on the 
party or on the union.  In both cases we made a di s tinction between 
only two levels of comm itment, namely 'active' and ' inactive' ,  for 
quanti ta tive reasons.  All  officials were included here as 'active' ;  the 
res t of the party or union members as ' inactive ' ,  so that four possible 
combinations resul ted : 

Table 2.6 Possible  combinations 
(active/inactive ) 

Union 

Active Inactive 

Active 
Party 

Inactive 3 2 

Union and party work are natura l l y  not in terchangeable indicators 
for poli tical in terest ,  s ince the u nions were primari ly concerned wi th 
the i mprovemen t of l ivi ng condi tions and not directly wi th poli tical 
problems. The motives which caused someone to dedicate his free 
time to union work were not necessarily  an indication of poli tical 
activity .  I f, however, a respondent worked for a poli tical par ty ,  this 
was a clear indication of great poli t ical interest; the question of union 
work could in  this case be left aside. I f  someone was inactive in  both 
spheres , this was a sure s ign of a lack of pol i tical in teres t .  

For the purposes of evalua tion the four combina tions were reduced 
to three : 1 )  'Officials '  who were active i n  the party and possibly also in  
the union; 2) 'Supporters ' w ho were active in  nei ther and 3 ) 
'Undecided ' who, al though members of the union, were not active in  
the party . Table 2. 7 shows the subdivision wi thin the various groups .  

A good two-thirds of both wings of the Social Democratic Party 
were regis tered party members ,  whereas thi s was the case wi th less 
than half of the Communis t  supporters . On the other hand, the 
Communis ts had a s ignificantly h igher percen tage of officials 
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Table 2 .  7 Pol i t ica l  orientation and pol i tica l activity 

Communists (C) 
I )  Officials 
2 )  Supporters 
3) Undecided 
Left Socialists ( LS) 
Sodal Democrats (S)  
I )  Officials 
2) Supporters 
3) Undecided 
Bilrgerliche ( B )  
National Social ists (N )  
Non voters ( 0 )  

63 
78 

9 

6 1  
1 25 
76 

Number 3 

1 50 

45 
262 

43 
1 7  
67 

26 

8 
45 

7 
3 

I I  

584 1 00 

amongst their members , namely two- thirds in comparison with less 
than 50% among the Social Democrats .  As in  the case of their union 
organisations, the Social Democrats as a party also con tained a larger 
proportion of older members : 1 1  % of the KPD [Communists ] ,  which 
was founded in 1 9 1 8, had been members of the Social Democratic 
Party before the Revolution , whereas 1 8% of SPD members had 
already belonged to the party before 1 9 1 8. 

1 3% of Social Democrat supporters belonged to rel igious 
associations; every sixth person in thi s  group was also a regis tered 
party member. Only 2% of the Communists were also organized in  
church associations. The majori ty of Communists as  wel l as  the Social 
Democrats described themselves as athei s ts ,  of whom every n in th 
person belonged to an atheist association . In con trast ,  five-sixths of 
the burgerliche supporters were convinced adheren ts of a rel igious 
fai th , and there was not one atheis t  among them . The National 
Socialists amongst the respondents were most ly Protestants,  wi th the 
exception of two wi thout a rel igion . 

Table 2.8 Pol i tica l orien tation and age (%) 

s LS c N B 0 

Under 2 1  4 4 5 1 2  5 1 3  
2 1 -30 38 57 48 64 21 32 
3 1 -50 48 35 4 1  1 8  53 45 
Over 50 I O  4 5 6 2 1  5 
No reply I 5 

1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 
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The divis ion in to age groups for the various parties presen ts the 
fol lowing picture : 

The Bilrgerliche  had the h ighest  average age of 38 years , fol lowed 
by the Social Democrats wi th 32 years .  Then came the Communists 
and Left Socialists wi th 29 and 28 years, while  the NSDAP as the 
youngest party also showed the lowes t average age of  26 years . 

I f  one compares pol i tical orientation wi th occupational s tatus one 
arrives at the fol lowing in teres ting results : 

Table 2. 9 Poli tical orientation and occupational 
group (%) . 

s LS c N B 0 

Unskil led manual 6 6 8 4 1 
Skil led manual 52 52 45 1 7  35 35 

White-col lar 3 1  22 1 4  36 34 34 
Unemployed 6 1 8  25 1 7  1 6  26 
O ther 5 2 8 30 I I 4 

J OO J OO J OO J OO J OO J OO 

The National Socia l i s t  voters fa ll main ly  in to the category 'White
col lar '  as wel l as 'Other ' .  In  general ,  the relationship between manual 
workers and whi te-collar workers depended on the degree of l eft-wing 
orien tation of a pol i tical party : in the KPD the proportion of whi te
collar workers ( 1 4%) was at  i ts lowes t ,  growing to 36% in  the NSDAP 
on the extreme righ t .  

In  the left-wing parties the proportion of  manual workers was very 
s imilar ,  but the Communis ts con tained a high proportion of the 
unemployed . This  relationship between unemploymen t and 
poli tical orien tation held not only for the current unemployed , bu t 
also for those previous ly unemployed : thus 40% of the Social  
Democrats ,  but only 25% of the Communists had never been 
employed . 

A comparison be tween i ncome and poli tical orien ta tion was rather 
difficu l t ,  given the uneven dis tribution of the unemployed between 
the groups (see Table 2. 1 0). 

I f  one leaves aside the special problem of the umemployed , on ly 
minor wage differences appear between members of the differen t 
parties .  In so far as they were in employmen t, the Social Democra ts 
and Communi sts had comparable incomes; discernible income 
differen tial s could mostly be a t tribu ted to the grea ter proportion of 
unski l led workers among the Communists ( 1 5% compared wi th 7%) .  
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Table 2. I O  Pol i Lica l  orien Lalion and income (%) .  

s LS c N B 0 

Under 5 1  1 0  23 29 24 23 27 
5 1 - 1 00 4 4 8 1 7  5 I O  
1 0 1 - 1 50 1 5 7 1 6  1 6  1 9  
1 5 1 -200 28 23 1 6  1 8  1 2  l l 
20 1 -250 27 -34  28 35 30 29 
25 1 -300 1 6  9 3 6 1 2  3 
No reply 2 I 

1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 

e. R epresen tativeness of t h e  Survey 

In order to be able to j udge how far our sample can be seen as 
represen tat ive of the whole German population . an analys i s  of the 
general socio-economic s i tua tion in Germany at the time i s una
voidable. Even i f  we do not have the s ta ti s tical  material at  our 
disposal to tes t  the question of representativeness point  for poin t ,  
there i s  s t i l l  good reason to  suppose that  the r�spondents ,  w i th their 
s tructural characteris t ics ,  were w idely represen ta ti ve of their re
spective groups . At  leas t  the pol i tical orientation and i ts  distribution 
can be taken as typical for Germany at  the t ime.  79% of the 
responden ts voted for one of the two left-wing parties ; s imi lar fi gures 
are to be found in the stati s tics for the large German voting-dis tric ts .  
Al though the resul ts from agrarian East  Prussia or Ca thol ic Baden 
seem to contradict this comparison , these areas themse lves showed 
s tructural pecul iari ties . The Protes tan t and industrial dis tricts of  
Hesse-Nassau ( including Frankfurt )  and Saxony provided the 
characteris tic background for our responden ts .  In rela tion to the total 
number of manual and whi te-col lar  workers and civil servan ts , the 
proportion of Social Democratic and Communis t  votes in Hesse
Nassau was 79 .8% ,  in Saxony 73 . 9% ,  and these resu l ts are very close to 
our own figures . 

Our research sample contained 53 %  Social Democrats and 29% 
Communists .  In 1 930 these two parties provided 1 93 and 77 depu ties 
respec tively in the Reichstag. These figures make clear that the 
re lationship be tween the SPD and KPD amongst the respondents 
cl osel y paral leled their dis tribu tion in the nation . The insign i fican tly 
smal l number of National Social i sts in our data al so corresponds 
w i th the very s l igh t infl uence which this party had amongs t 
industrial workers , a t  least  in 1 930/3 1 .  

Furthermore ,  the h i s tory of the German labour movemen t shows 
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that Social Democa tic trade unions held the same predominance 
nationa l ly  as they had in our sample .  The same is  true of their 
predominance in the Works Counci l s  in Germany as a whole as wel l  
as in  our sample . 

The incom e  leve l of the responden t s  was somewhat higher than the 
national average for the releva n t  groups.  This is not ,  however, 
uncommon in studies such as ours s ince the re latively poor have a 
tendency to over- ra ther than under-s ta te their income . But  in our case 
the di fferences were smal ler  than is usual  and since the spread of 
incomes was not great ,  the rel iabi l i ty of our sample is  not put into 
question . 

The u n em p lo y m e n t  s ta t is t ics in  Germany are unfortunately not 
broken down in such a way that one can use them for compar;;ttive 
purposes.  Al though the proportion of 1 63 unemployed in our data 
was only  s l igh t ly  higher than the general average of 1 43 at the end of 
1 930, i t  would have been of in terest  for our survey to know 
whether the higher proportion of Communists amongst  the 
unemployed was representat ive for the whole country.  Even though 
there are no statistics concern ing the pol i tical orien tation of the 
unemployed , most experts on the German scene assume that these 
const i tu ted a rela tively large proportion of KPD supporters (cf. A. 
Rosenberg. 1 93 5 ) .  The various explanations for this general l y  
accep ted trend are not ,  however, agreed. Some observers sugges t that 
Communis t  workers were dismissed from their jobs because of their 
pol i tical be l iefs ,  others bel ieve that the Comm unists '  radical 
program me was at tractive to j us t  those workers who experienced 
great misery because of unemploymen t. Whatever the case,  there is no 
reason to suppose that the proportion of the unemployed amongs t 
the Communis t -orien tated responden ts was too high at 253. 

Practical l y  no data are avai lable regarding the ques tion of t he 

dis t rib u t io n  of occup a t io n a l  gro ups w it h in t h e  p o l it ica l part ies. 

There is  no s tat is t ical material about  the occu pational si tuation of 
KPD members .  On l y  the Social Democrats have at tempted something 
of the sort for themselves , but their s tatist ics do no t cover more than 
an eighth of thei r members and to ta l l y  ignore those who were on ly  
supporters . The larger proportion of whi te-col lar workers among the 
Social  Democrats in our s tudy nevertheless appears to correspond 
wi th the general observa tion tha t more whi te-col lar workers 
belonged to the SPD than to the KPD. Final ly ,  the very high 
proportion of whi te-col lar workers amongst  the National Social i sts 
con fi rms the opin ion of mos t observers that the N SDAP at  that t ime 
had hardl y any support amongs t the workers . 

It is not poss ible to compare t h e  age- d ist rib u t io n  of our sample 
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wi th that in the various part ies .  Relevan t data are only avai lable for 
members of the SPD,  by compari son wi th wh ich the Socia l  
Democra ts in  the sample had a lower average age than was eviden t  in  
the Party general ly .  The reason for th is  i s  probably tha t  the younger 
people were more in teres ted in the ques tionnaire than the older ones , 
and consequen tly more prepared to answer i t . Furthermore ,  i t  must  
be noted tha t  the SPD figures rela ted onl y  to actual members and not 
s imply to supporters . There are no data regarding the age 
dis tribution in the KPD, bu t a l l  those who are experts i n  thi s  area are 
agreed that  the Communi s ts had a larger proportion of younger 
members and supporters than the Social  Democrats .  The fact tha t  i n  
our data the National Socia l i s ts had the lowest average age i s  equal ly 
in  agreement wi th the unanimous opinion of  a l l  observers , a l though 
there are also no s tatis tics avai lable on thi s  poin t . 

Al l  in  al l ,  there i s  good reason for asser ting that our respondents 
were representative o f  German workers a t  the t ime of our survey . Even 
though s ta ti s tical  evidence was not always avai lable ,  what  evidence 
did exi s t  offered confirmation of thi s  poin t ,  especia l ly  w i th regard to 
pol i tical orientat ion.  Many other indica tors poin t  in the same 
di rection . There are doubtless certa in  devia tions from nat ional 
averages , but these are not serious .  Even though our s tudy was based 
on a small  sample ,  i t  indica ted certa in developmenta l  tendencies 
which were of grea t s igni ficance for German manual and wh i te
col lar workers of that period. 



CHAPTER I I I  

Political, Social and Cultural 
Attitudes 

[Once the most important social -s tructural  characteristics of our 
sample had been developed, we turned to the analysis of atti tudes. To 
this  end, large numbers of ques tions were evaluated which could  be 
grouped in rela tion to five problem areas : that of pol itical  opinions 
(3a) ,  of general world views (3b ) ,  cul tural  and aes thetic atti tudes (3c) ,  
a tti tudes towards women and chi ldren (3d) ,  as wel l as atti tudes 
towards others and towards oneself (3e) .  The aim of our work · was 
above al l to clari fy the influence of pol i tical orientation and 
economic s tatus on the respective atti tudes and opinion. Occasion
al ly  addi tional factors such as age and sex were a l so analyzed . ]  

a .  Questions on Po litica l Themes 

[ In order to document the a tti tudes of the respondents towards 
pol itics and social policy, we selected the fol lowing nine questions: 

Question 432:  

Ques tions 427 /28: 

Question 430 : 
Question 429 :  

Ques tion 43 1 :  

Ques tion 1 34/35 : 

Question 444:  

Who, in  your opinion , has the real power in the 
State today? 
Which form of government do you th ink is  the 
bes t? Why do you hold th is view? 
Wha t do you th ink of the German j udiciary? 
How,  in your opinio!l, can a new world war be 
preven ted? 
Who, in your opinion,  is responsible for the 
inflation? 
Has a rational iza tion programme been carried 
out at yqur place of work? What  do you think of 
i t?  
Wha t are your views on your party? 
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Seen sys tematica l ly ,  the fi rs t three ques tions are concerned wi th an 
assessmen t  of the general poli tical order, whi l e  the nex t  two rel ate to 
the mos t decisive pol i tical even ts s ince the beginning of the cen tury , 
namely the World War and the infla tion .  The qu

_
es tion regarding 

ra tional ization i s  aimed at  a trend which is often not regarded as a 
pol i tical mat ter but which is neverthel ess of great societal 
importance; the las t  ques tion , was designed to discover the 
respondents '  att i tudes towards official pol i tical posi tions in the 
Weimar Republ ic. ] 

Quest ion 432.  
Who, in your op in ion,  has the rea l power in t h e  S ta t e today ? 
According to Article 1 of the Wei mar Cons ti tution the power of the 
S tate res ided basicaHy in the people:  legis la tive au thori ty res ted with 
the commonly and freely elected Reichs tag, and the Pres iden t of the 
Reich was a lso elected through a direct vote. He appoin ted the 
Cabinet ,  wh ich in turn was dependent  on the confidence of the 
Reichstag and which was obl iged to res ign after a successful vote of 
no-confidence. At the time of our survey, however , there were 
considerable doubts in Germany as to whether the power of 
decision rea l ly  did res t wi th the people. I t  need h�rdly be s tressed how 
important  this question was for the s tabi l i ty of German democracy . A 
government which is though t to be powerless cannot hope to gain 
respect ,  and those who l ong for a s tronger a u thori ty wil l rej ect and 
insu l t  i t . 
. According to Marxist  theory and al so according to the propaganda 
of the l eft-wing parties to which many responden ts referred in their 
repl ies, the real source of power . even under a democra tic 

\consti tu tion , l ies in the economic sphere . It was not surpris ing. 
therefore , tha t suspicions abou t the workings of  parl iamentary 
democracy were cons tan tly bei ng voiced . Al though the workers ' 
parties formed the l argest faction wi thin the Reichs tag. a s trong sense 
of disi l lusionment prevailed in the working cl ass as to i ts actual 
potential for power. Repl ies in  which the economic sys tem in general 
was blamed for thi s ,  were ca tegorised as Capita l , cap italists,  

industry and ban ks. Answers referring to In dustry and banks were 
incl uded here since the respondents probabl y meant  to lay the blame 
on the capi tal i s t  sys tem in general .  The reply B o u rgeo isie, on the 
other hand , was not considered to be identical wi th the ca tegory 
Capita l :  firs t this concept has a much more aggressive connota tion in  
German than i t  has  in French or Engl ish;  moreover i t  refers more 
clearly to the propertied class and includes the m iddle-sized and small  
en trepreneurs . The ca tegory Large-sca le in dustria lists, a lone or 
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together wi th tha t  of Large esta te-owners has a particular meaning in 
relat ion to the answer Cap ita l. An attempt is being made here to 
establish gradations of power within capi tal i s t  society. The emphasis 
on large refers to monopolis t ic  tendencies in Germany and makes it 
clear that cri t icism i s  being directed only a t  the q uanti tatively small  
but power£ ul groups of  capi ta l ists .  Al l the same, i t was much easier 
for the average wage-earner to cri t icise big bus iness beyond his reach 
than to cri ticise the whole system including the smal l businessman. 
when i t  was the ambi tion of many to join the lat ter. The National 
Social is ts  cleverly exploi ted these feel ings and gained many fol lowers 
through their promise to break the power of the trus ts and to 
re-di stribute the large landed esta tes . 

The answer Banks, s tock exchange has also to be regarded 
separately ,  s ince it refers to a particular aspect of the capi tal is t  sys tem. 
Al though there were not many such repl ies ,  they are nevertheless 
important ,  s ince power was here being ascribed to just  those 
ins t i tu tions which were s trange and puzz l ing to mos t people. But 
respondents may have been partly influenced by Nazi propaganda 
here, s ince th is propaganda distinguished between 'cons tructive' 
(schaffenden) and 'rapacious ' (raffenden) capi tal , the latter being 
banks and speculators ( see Table 3 . 1 ) .  

The nature o f  the response with regard to  ques tions deal ing with 
the basis of pol i t ical power is h igh ly  in teres ting. The larges t 
con tingen t of refusals to reply  ( . . .  ) was among the bilrgerliche 
supporters ; at 30%, this was signi ficantly higher than among the 
Social Democrats . who in turn had more refusals than the Left 
Social is ts (5%) and the Com munists (4%) . An in teres t in ques tions 
concerning the possess ion of power in the s tate th us increased relative 
to the degree of pol i t ical radical ism . The National Socialists ,  only 6% 
of whom did not reply ,  came close to the Communis ts in this regard. 
Al though they looked at the problem from a totally di fferen t 
perspective, the ques tion about the actual distribu tion of power was 
also of v i tal s ign i ficance for them. 

More than hal f  of the answers , namely 56%. fel l  into the ca tegory 
Cap ita l ,  capita lis ts ,  and this opinion was to be found much more 
often among the Left than among the Burgerliche. This resul t  
corresponds with the Marxis t  doctrine tha t .  independently from the 
pol i tica l cons titu tions , actua l  power res ides wi th those who own or 
contro l  the means of production and dis tribution . The answer Large
sca le industria lists or esta te-owners was also given almost exclusively 
by fo l lowers of left -wing parties . more frequent ly by Communis ts 
than by Socia l  Democra ts . Those who opted for thi s reply tried i n  this 
way to characterize above all the mos t powerful capital is ts ; 
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frequently ,  however, it may have been a personal iza tion of s tructural 
fea tures which was being expressed. The answer Bourgeoisie with its 
aggress ive connotat ions against the propertied classes was 
exclusively used by the Left .  and the Communists chose this concept 
significantly more of  ten than the Social Democrats .  

Banks, stock exchange is a ca tegory which demons trates the need 
for a specific enemy who is less anonymous and more personified 
than is capital ism i n  general . Amongs t left-wing party fol lowers,  not 
a s ingle official  and only a few supporters gave thi s  reply .  To j udge by 
the na ture of the repl ies ,  banks and the stock exchange largely  seem to 
ful fi l l  the function of scapegoats .  The irrational choice of such 
scapegoa ts can bes t be seen by reference to the ca tegory ] ews, alone or 
with Freemasons and Jesu its, which was selected by 50% of the 
Na tional Social is ts .  

The widespread mistrus t  of the power potential of parliamentary 
democracy is shown by the fact that only 2% of answers could be 
assigned to the ca tegory Government, Parliamen t .  Equally, very few 
thought  that any of the pol itical parties possessed real power. 

The answer Fascis ts, militarists etc. was almost entirely confined 
to Communists ,  of whom 5% adhered to this view . During poli tical 
disturbances and also after gatherings and demons trations, the 
Communis ts frequently had violen t confron tations with the para
mi l i tary organiza tions of the extreme Right,  as wel l as with the 
regular forces of order. Apart from this ,  th� term fascist became for 
them a synonym for pol i tical reactionaries in the wider sense far 
earlier and more clearly than in the other parties. One, but only one 
respondent ,  who was a Social  Democrat ,  ment ioned Labour as the 
real power in the State, and only l % of Social Democrats and 
Communis ts accep ted as fact the cons titu tional principle that al l  
power resided in the people ,  or tha t i t  was fairly divided between 
labour a nd capita l . 

Finally ,  some respondents repl ied Nobody. This points, amongst 
other things , to a lack of knowledge of the developments which took 
place behind the parl iamen tary stage. On the other hand, this 
opinion can also have been arrived at as a resul t  of the endless 
deadlocks in parl iamentary proceedings .  Some non-voters , a few 
Social Democrat supporters and, s trangely enough , an official of the 
Left Social ists ,  chose this answer. 

Ques tions 427 /28: 
Wh ich form of government do you th in k  is the bes t  (Democrat ic 
Repub lic-Fascism -Monarchy -Soviet [Council] System)? Why do 
you h o ld t h is view ? 
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The search for the bes t  form of governmen t  played a cen tra l role in 
the programmes of the German parties in the twenties .  The 
responden ts '  repl ies thus chiefly clarified their pol i t ical orien tations 
so that we were able to use Quest ion 427 i t sel f as an aid towards the 
classification of pol i tical types .  

More reveal ing than the actual  decisions were the reasons given ,  
since these reflected less the official party l ine than the personal 
opinions and atti tudes of the respondents .  Thus 7% of responden ts 
did not reply to ei ther of the two parts of the question , and 1 6% gave 
no reasons for their opinion . The remain ing 77% did answer 
Question 428, and their att i tude regarding the reasons they gave can 
be ordered into seven over- lapping categories . Natural ly  the reasons 
given are of ten related to the di fferent forms of government .  S ince, 
however , the majori ty from among al l poli tical groups opted for one 
and the same model , it was possible to trea t reasons given and forms of 
governmen t separately in the analysis .  In this ins tance the group of 
non-voters had to be excluded, since too many factors relat ing to too 
small a group were involved . 

Most poli tical groups exhibited i ndependen t motivat ional 
s tructures in their choices . Thus Social Democrats chose democracy 
significantly more often , because this  mean t F;eedom and equality 
for each cit izen (26% as opposed to 4% from other parties) . The 
Communis ts also argued from the si tua tion of the ci t izen in giving 
their reasons  for the best form of governmen t ,  bu t they s tressed the 
socio-economic in terests of the work ing class more strongly than 
individual freedom, and 37% (as opposed to 1 2% in other pol i t ical 
groups) pointed to the si tuation of the under-privi leged members of 
society. In  a similarly sign ifican t manner they were more l ikely to 
choose the Soviet system as the only real iza tion of their poli t ical 
theory ( 1 7% compared with 4% in other groups) .  

The Left Social i s ts showed an a t ti tude which lay between that  of  
the Social Democrats and the Communists .  They agreed with the 
Communis ts as far as the argumen ts relat ing to the in terests of  the 
working class were concerned ; bu t they differen tiated themselves 
from Communist  respondents in  so far as they were not as convinced 
about  the practica l i ty of the Soviet system and favoured the ideal of a 
Socia list repub lic. 

The reasons given by the National Socia l i s ts mostly referred to 
the ir w orld-view . It is actual ly a tau to logy to retrea t in to personal  
convictions or  world-views-as most  of the  respondents correctly 
recogn ized-when asked about  the respective advantages and dis
advan tages of various forms of government. But  this may go to show 
that the National Social is ts  had no rational grounds for their 
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preference for fascis t  dictatorships as a governmental type. The 
at t i tude of the burgerliche supporters was not very di fferent from that 
of the National Social i s ts : they ei ther supported the democratic 
republic or the monarchy . 'Everything is going wel l ,  why should  we 
change i t ' , or :  'it was bet ter before, why not return to that' were the 
main argumen ts ,  in  so far as any were offered, and in both cases the 
reasons are basically conserva tive (see Table 3 . 2) .  

[ In order to clari fy the s tructure of the  repl ies we wish to  offer a few 
examples of the answers , consecut ively l i s ted according to the 
categories they were ass igned to by us . ]  

Examples o f  answers according t o  response category : 

2 )  'Democra t ic repu b lic. My wish is  that individuals  should  have 
the largest  measure of freedom . '  
'Democratic repu b lic. I n  a democracy everybody has a voice. 
M inori ties comply .  Dicta torships only produce violent coun ter
movements . ' 
'Democrat ic repub lic. Every nation decides on i ts own form of 
governmen t .  Who has the right to feel that they are better than the 
the next person? Everyone is born equal -al l sons  of a noble race . '  

3 )  'Council  system. The direct ly elected counci l s  which are respon
sible to their . voters and which can be recal led at  any t ime, are the 
most sui ted to secure the in teres ts of the workers . '  
'Soviet system. No exploi tation i n  this system . '  
'Democratic repub lic. Work gains a bi t more respect . ' 

4 )  'Monarchy.  We had more order then . '  
'Socia list democracy . The present s i tuation- the exploitation of 
the masses -is a poor offering. ' 
'Democrat ic republ ic. The behaviour of Wil l iam II and the 
World War. ' 
'Monarch. I t  offers more peace, poli tical ly .  I have come to the 
conclusion that one figh ts agains t the other in a republic,  and for 
th is  reason I bel ieve that a monarchy is better. There are too many 
parties . '  

6) 'Democrat ic repub lic. With this form o f  government,  a mature 
nation can govern i tself (U .S .A. ) . '  
'Soviet system. Against  grea t odds, this is  fight ing for a new form 
of economy, which wi l l  confront  Western Europe wi th decis ions 
of far-reaching impl ications . ' 
'Soviet system . We can see the progress that  Russia has made. No 
s ingle individual there can amass mi l l ions . '  
'Soviet system. A form o f  government which has endured and 
achieved great socia l advances,  despite twelve years of continuous 
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batt le against  enemies from ou tside; must  be good. ' 
'Monarchy. What we need is a monarchy again .  At  tha t time no
one needed to go hungry , and there was j us t ice for al l . '  

7 )  'Soviet  system . Coll ectiviza tion survives i ts fi rs t trials there .  I t  is 
the fi rs t step in  the direction of social ism . ' 
'Democra t ic repub lic. I am a Social  Democra t and consequen tl y 
think this i s  righ t . '  
'Soviet system.  The only way in  which the proletaria t can achieve 
socia l i sm is through the dictatorship of the proletariat .  The 
bourgeoisie unders tands this bet ter than the Social Democra ts ,  
who bel ieve tha t they can even tual ly achieve social ism through the 
ba l lot -box. The bourgeoisie wi l l  profi t from this  belief and wil l 
s trengthen their posi tion, i f  necessary behind a di fferen t mask 
( fasci sm) . '  

8)  'Democra t ic repub lic. I rej ect force on religious grounds . 
Violence al ways breeds violence. ' 
' My view of the world . ' 
'Democra t ic repub lic. My bel ief i n  humani ty and socia lism . '  
'Monarchy.  I t  corresponds wi th divine principles . ' 

Ques tion 430 :  
What  do you t h in k  of the German judiciary? 
A bel ief in  the impartial i ty and re l iabil i ty of the j udicial appara tus is  
basic to the mai ntenance of an orderly community .  But  at  the t ime of 
our i nquiry a genera l mis trus t of the law came to be voiced which was 
being widely discussed as a ' cri s i s  of confidence ' .  Our ques tion was 
therefore highly topical and the answers may be i n terpre ted as an 
indica ti on of the s ta bi l i ty of the socia l order. 

Only 4% of Comm uni s ts refused to answer thi s  q uestion, whereas 
the figures for Social Democra ts and burgerliche supporters were 
considerably higher ( 1 8% and 3 1  % ) .  The Left Social is ts (6% non
repl ies)  were as ready as the Communists to offer thei r opi nions. The 
high percen tage of non-repl ies among the Social Democra ts could 
poss ibly  be explained by the fact  tha t their own party participa ted in 
the government  of Prussia as wel l  as of the Reich. Cri ticism of the 
admi nis tra tion of the law would in this case have been a 
s imul taneous cri t icism of their party, which could onl y be avoided by 
not repl yi ng to the q ues tion.  The bilrgerliche supporters repl ied less 
often ,  proba bly because they were less in teres ted in the topic.  

Only 4% of responden ts decl ared themselves en tire ly satisfied wi th 
the adminis tration of j us t ice ;  their answers came in to the ca tegory 
Good. 57% though t the adminis tra tion of j us tice was basica l ly  Bad, 
1 1  % wi thout further commen tary , 46% descri-bing it as Po lit ica l ?y 
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distorted. A few responden ts offered detai led cri tici sms and thought 
that courts were s t i l l too monarchis t  or not humane enough i n  their 
j udgements; these answers were ca tegorized as Requiring reform, 
since j ustice was not to tal ly rej ected, but regarded as capable of being 
reformed. However , no l ess than 75% of respondents expressed 
themselves as cri tica l ,  in some way , of the existing lega l system . 
Wi thou t wishing to make inadmissable general izations , i t  can be 
es tablished that the German working class had largely lost confidence 
in the impartial i ty of  j ust ice in  this period (see Table 3 . 3 ) .  

The differences between pol i tical orien tations are made particu 
l arly clear in  the distribution of the category Bad, pol it ica l ly 
distorted: here th� response gamut  ran from 37% for Socia l  Democrats ,  
66% for Left Socia l ists to 74% among the Communists .  As expected, 
the biirgerliche supporters were tra i l ing behind with 1 9%. On the 
other hand, the National Socia l i s ts at 58% came ou t wi th a h igher 
percentage than the Social Democrats. The above-average pol i tical 
interest among the National Social i s ts as wel l as the fact that they 
were of ten in confli ct wi th the law explains their rej ection of the 
judicial administration which in their eyes was an insti tu tion of the 
hated Weimar Republic .  The Social Democrats , wi th 32%,  had the 
larges t proportion in the category Requiring reform , fol lowed by the 
Burgerliche with 24%. Only 1 1 % repl ied in this manner , whi le  the 
National Social is ts in our sample tota l ly  denied the possib i l i ty of 
reform . The resul ts correspond wi th officia l  party es ti mates :  whi le 
the Social Democrats bel ieved that the law could be improved and 
defici encies removed, nei ther the Communis ts nor the National 
Social is ts thought much of measures of reform. 

A signi fican t di fference emerged between the replies of whi te-col lar 
and ski l led manual workers . Ski l led manual workers replied more 
frequently ,  and a larger percentage of their answers came in to the 
category Bad, po lit ical ly distorted ; namely 55%, as  opposed to 3 1  %. 
This resul t  is further indirect evidence for the hyP.othesis that ski l l ed 
manual workers assumed more cri tical at t i tudes pol i t ical ly  than did 
whi te-col lar workers . 

Examples of answers according to response ca tegories : 

I )  'Not worse than elsewhere . '  
'They try to be  a s  j us t  a s  they can (certain ly  much better than in  
America ) . ' 

2) 'Not good. '  
' I  have n o  respect for i t  at  al l . '  
'One·sided and prej udiced. ' 

3)  ' Serves primari ly the middle-class . ' 



T
a

b
le

 3
.3

: 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

4
3

0
: 

W
h

at
 d

o 
yo

u
 t

h
in

k 
of

 G
er

m
an

 j
u

di
ci

ar
y?

 
A

ns
w

er
s 

ac
co

rd
in

g
 t

o 
po

li
tic

al
 o

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 (

%
) 

R
es

p
on

se
 c

at
eg

or
ie

s 
P

ol
it

ic
al

 o
ri

en
ta

ti
on

 
T

o
ta

l 

So
ci

al
 D

em
oc

ra
ts

 
L

ef
t 

C
om

m
un

is
ts

 
B

ur
ge

r-
N

at
io

na
l 

N
on

-
Soc

ia
l-

li
ch

e 
So

ci
al

-
vo

te
rs

 
1 

2 
3 

T
o

ta
l 

is
 ts

 
1 

2 
3 

T
o

ta
l 

is
 ts

 

I 
G

o
o

d
 

2 
2 

7 
4 

-
-

1 
-

1 
17

 
6 

8 
5 

B
ad

 

2 
W

it
ho

u
t c

om
m

en
t 

8 
12

 
7 

9 
13

 
6 

15
 

1
1

 
1

1 
7 

12
 

16
 

10
 

3 
Po

li
ti

ca
ll

y 
di

st
or

te
d 

44
 

3
3

 
3

7 
37

 
66

 
8

9
 

6
3 

7
8

 
7

4
 

19
 

5
8

 
18

 
4

6
 

B
ad

, 
to

ta
l 

52
 

4
5 

44
 

46
 

79
 

9
5 

7
8

 
8

9
 

8
5 

2
6

 
7

0
 

3
4 

5
6

 

In
 n

ee
d 

o
f 

re
fo

rm
 

4 
W

it
h

ou
t 

co
m

m
en

t 
8 

3 
12

 
7 

-
-

1 
-

1 
5 

-
3 

4 

5 
Spe

ci
fi

c 
ju

di
ci

al
 d

ef
ic

ie
nc

y 
18

 
19

 
4 

14
 

9 
-

10
 

-
5 

7 
-

10
 

10
 

6 
St

il
l 

m
on

ar
ch

is
t 

4 
2 

1
1

 
5 

2 
3 

1 
1

1 
3 

-
-

2 
3 

7 
N

o
t 

h
u

m
an

e 
en

ou
gh

 
-

4 
-

2 
2 

-
1 

-
1 

-
-

2 
1 

8 
O

th
er

 d
ef

ic
ie

n
cy

 
4 

2 
7 

4 
2 

-
-

-
-

12
 

-
3 

3 

In
 n

ee
d 

o
f 

re
fo

rm
, 

to
ta

l 
34

 
3

0
 

34
 

3
2

 
15

 
3 

13
 

1
1 

10
 

24
 

-
2

0 
2

1 

9 
T

oo
 m

an
y 

Je
w

s 
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
-

2 
12

 
-

1 

IO
 

N
o 

re
p

ly
 

12
 

2
3

 
15

 
1 8

 
6 

2 
8 

-
4 

3
1 

12
 

3
8

 
17

 

T
ot

al
 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0

 
10

0 

N
u

m
be

r 
of

 r
es

po
nd

en
ts

 
6

1 
12

5 
7

6
 

2 6
2 

4
5 

6
3 

78
 

9 
15

0 
43

 
17

 
6

7 
58

4 



92 The Work ing C lass in Weimar Germany 

'The proletariat always comes off badly wi th these judges . '  
4 )  'Needs a lot  o f  reform . '  
5 )  'There must be a change amongst the j udges : their training i s  of  

grea t significance . ' 
6) 'Too many j udges believe that  nothing has changed si nce the 

time of the Emperor . ' 
7)  'They don ' t  ye t know what a real ly  humane j ust ice is ;  too many 

bureaucrats . ' 
'Capi tal punishmen t should be abol ished . '  

8 )  'Everyone makes a mis take sometimes . '  
9) 'There are too many Jews amongst the j udges . '  

'We have Jewish ins tead o f  German laws . ' 

Question 429: 
How , in. your opinion , can a new world war be avoided? 
The phrasing of  this q uestion was rea l ly  rela ted to the experience of 
World War I ,  the consequences of which s t i l l  overshadowed l i fe in 
Germany at  the t ime of our survey . Most responden ts ,  however, 
unders tood the question in a wider sense, i . e . as one asking about  the 
possibil i ty of avoiding war in general and so invest igated our 
unspoken assumptions that it was basica l ly  possible to prevent  wars. 
Some rej ected this hypothesis ,  whi le  others expl ici t ly  agreed wi th i t . 
The answers were thus necessari ly  infl uenced by differen t views about 
the nature of war, as they emerged from the con text of the respective 
party programmes. Very general ly ,  three sorts of notions can be 
distinguished , namely the conservative, the l iberal and the social i s t  or 
Marxist theory . For the conservatives war i s  indeed an i ron necess i ty ,  
grounded in human natu re ,  the grea tes t  tes t of the s trength of  a nation 
and the u l t imate means to solve in ternational conflicts .  The 
conserva tive hypothesis that  war is unavoidable was adopted even 
more s t rongly by Na tional Social is ts  and Fascis ts ,  a l though in other 
areas there exis ted large ideological  di fferences bet;ween them and the 
con serva tives.  

Socia list .theory conceives of war a s  the necessary consequence of 
the capital ist organ iza tion of  society,  as the resu l t  of  the opposed 
in terests of strong economic groups which are in competi tion w i th 
one another. Seen from this point  of  view ,  war can on ly be avoided 
through a social order based on an in ternational ly  plan ned economy, 
and action by the workers , perhaps in  the form of a general strike, i s  
seen as a first s tep in  this  direction .  The libera l philosophy disagrees 
wi th  the Marxis ts that there is a necessary con nection between 
capi tal ism and war and views war as an atavi stic matter , a 
superfluous rel ic from the prehis tory of mankind.  Those taking this 
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position hope that  war can be preven ted by the spread of pacifist  
ideas ;  a t  the same time they bel ieve that a rational way of dealing wi th 
in ternational confl ic ts is possible, for example through inter
national courts , trea ties or the League of Na tions . Examples of thi s  
point  of view are answers such as  In terna tional  agreements, 
Conscien t ious objection , Paczjist educat ion or Mora l improvement 
of man . 

The above sketch i s  hardly a sufficien t description of the answers to 
the ques tion ; their form was in effect a l so condi tioned by the level of 
speci fici ty at which the question i tsel f was understood. As wi th 
Question 424 ( ' How . in your opinion , can the world be improved? ' ) ,  
the replies ranged from concre te ra tiona l views to vague hopes for a 
dis tan t fu ture wi thou t  any reference to the actual possibi l i ties for 
action . With in  those categories which can be ascribed to a l iberal 
position ,  the Mora l improvemen t of mank ind was the least concre te. 
On the other hand,  Internat iona l agreements was an answer which 
was more geared to real i ty ;  in i t  was reflected the widespread hope of 
the time when the League of Nations and the Hague Court of 
In ternationa l Justice as wel l as agreements such as the Kel logg Pact 
could preven t wars . Conscien tious object ion as a consistent pacifist 
a t t i tude showed the h ighest level of speci fici ty . This answer i s  not 
only a suggestion regarding individual behaviour, but s tands in 
opposi tion to the view that rhe avoidance of war is a purely 
governmental matter . 

For the social is ts ,  the ca tegory Genera l strike showed the same 
individual and concrete qual i ty as  the sta temen t Conscien t ious 
objection .  By comparison, answers such as Changing the presen t 
economic system and In ternat ionalism of the work ing class were less 
concrete ,  even if more decisive ,  sta temen ts than some of the l iberal 
ca tegories : they are bound up with detailed social theories and 
programmes,  whereas the Mora l improvement of mankind.  for 
example , has hardly any implica tion for a concrete s tra tegy of action. 

1 4% of the respondents did no t reply to thi s  question. The 
fol lowing picture emerges , when thi s  question is rela ted to 
the various poli tical posi tions ( see Table 3 .4  on the fol lowing 
page) .  

The number of  supporters not  in terested i n  th i s  question was 
significantly high . The radical groups on the Left and Righ t had a 
lower percentage of non-responden ts than had the parties in
between. On the Left ,  officials were basical ly  more in teres ted than 
were ordi nary voters : thus 9% of Socia l  Democra t officials  did not 
reply compared wi th 20% of supporters ,  while . the correspondi ng 
values among the Communis ts were 3% and 8%. Readiness to reply 
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Table 3 .4 :  Non-repl ies in relalion lo 
pol i l ical orien ta lion (%) 

Non -volers 
B"iirgerl iche 
Social Democrals 
Leh Social i s ls 
Comm unisls 
Nalional Social is ls 

No Repl y 

38 
1 4  
1 4  

7 
6 

appeared to depend on a radica l  pol i tical a t t i tude as wel l as on 
the degree of pol i tical  activ i ty .  

The answer Wars can not  be preven ted was given s ign i ficant ly more 
frequen t ly by National Social is ts  than by any others . But  the other 
right -wing groups,  namely the burger lich e supporters , expressed this  
opin ion much more often than did the three left-wing groups (see 
Table 3 . 5 ) .  

As  was to  be expected, answers corresponding wi th a socia l i s t  
a t ti tude were ma in ly  to  be  found on the Lef t .  The reply 
In ternat iona lism of the  work ing c lass was found in a lmos t  equa l 
proportion in  a l l  three groups;  bu t repl ies men tioning Changing the  
presen t economic system, Socia lism, Commun ism and Genera l s t rike 
as means of preven t ing war were disproportionately more of ten 
gi ven by Communis t s ,  wh i le the Social  Democra ts wi th  5% and 
43 gave this  reply surpris ingly rarel y .  At 37%, a Gen era l strike was 
preferred by the Communis ts above all o ther possib i l i ties , and 
sign i fican t ly more often by their officials  ( 5 1 % ) ,  than by their  
supporters (25%) .  The fact t ha t  the socia l i s t  theory of the ca uses of war 
and the s tra tegies to deal wi th these found few advoca tes among the 
Socia l  Democra t s  coincides wi th the resu l t s  of Ques t ion 424 ( ' How in 
your opinion can the world be improved? ' )  where as tonishingly few 
gave t he answer Socia l ism . Most SPD adherents among the 
responden ts showed a typica l  l ibera l  a t t i tude ,  probably because their 
party ' s  foreign pol icy su pported the League of  Nations .  The answers 
In ternat iona l  agreem en ts between go- uern men ts and Pacifis t 
educa t ion were given sign i ficant ly  more often than by the 
Communis t s  and even by the bi irge rliche  supporters ; equa l ly  the 
ca tegory Mora l  improvem en t was preferred to the answers 
Socia l ism or Genera l  s tr ike. The Left Socia l i s ts came close to  the 
Communis t  posi tion in  their clear  support  for the general s trike ( 3 1 % ) 
but  t hey di fferentia ted themselves , as  d id  the other pol i t ica l  types , 
from the Communists  by the i r  re la t i vely h igh percen tage w i th  a 
radical -paci fi s t  a t t i tude (conscien t ious obj ection ) ( 1 7%) .  Fina l ly  the 
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biirgerliche supporters were distributed between a lmost all response 
categories so tha t no particular trend could be distingu ished . 

Examples of answers according to response ca tegories : 

l )  'Uni ted Europe , reduction of armamen ts . A sensible col onial 
pol icy . '  

2 )  'Through the s trengthening of working-class parties in  the whole 
world . '  
'Through the organiza tion o f  workers in  basic industries , in  trade 
unions and parties everywhere . '  
'Through mutual help of a l l  proletarians . '  

3 )  ' I f  the capi tal i s ts cannot make a profi t from war . '  
'Through a revol u tion i n  every country . ' 

4)  'Only by firm resis tance (conscien tious objection,  sabotage ) by as 
many people as possible . ' 

5 )  ' I f  a l l  the workers ' parties and churches would get their members 
to swear an oath that they would never take up arms . '  

6 )  'Through the education o f  women and chi ldren t o  democratic 
atti tudes . '  
'Mutual unders tanding. ' 

7 )  'Through the enoblement of men, through a true Chris t ianity ,  
through a new division of the earth . '  

8 )  'By pu tting those who are gui l ty in to the firs t trench . '  
'By taking women into the governmen t. ' 

9 )  'Never, since social freedom must be preceded by national 
freedom. ' 
'Sometimes wars are not such a bad th ing. ' 

Ques tion 43 1 :  

Who in your opin ion was responsib le for the  infla t io n ?  
The infla tion o f  1 92 1 -23 was a ca tas trophe which affected almos t 
the en tire popula tion.  Even at  the end of  the decade , i t  remained a 
pol i tica l ly  topical issue . and a divers i ty of , factors were held 
responsible for it ,  depending on the responden t ' s pol i t ical outlook.  
Through their at tributions to one cause or another, the respondents 
revealed their general pol i t ical at t i tudes and gave express ion as to 
how far they were anti -democratic, ant i -capi ta l i s t , anti-semi tic  e tc .  
(see Table 3 .6 ) .  

42% of the Communists bel ieved Capita lism to be the cause, while a 
significan tly lower percen tage ( 2 1 %) of Social Democra ts shared this 
opinion.  Among Communists there was , however, a s ignificant 
difference be tween officia l s  and ordinary supporters, namely 56% as 
opposed to 28% .  In answers rela ting to specific capi tal i s t  groups such 
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as Large-sca le industry , Large estate-owners,  Banks and stock 
exchange, there was a signi ficant  di fference be tween Communis ts 
and Left Socia l i s ts in particular :  1 33 of the former as agains t  23 of the 
latter. 

A n umber of ca tegories were represen ted by only  a few answers and 
had to be lumped toge ther under the des igna tion O ther for the 
purpose of quan titative analysis .  -The most in teresting of these was 
the s tatement Monarch ist government .  This answer ,  which held the 
pre-revolutionary govern men t of Germany respon sible, is typical of a 
specific outl ook which at tempts firs t ly  to evade the q ues t ion by seeing 
i t as a purely pol i tical problem and then pu ts the blame on to a no 
longer exis tin g system. 

Apart from the Communists ,  the majori ty of respondents iden ti fied 
as  the cause of the i nfla tion nei ther the economic system nor powerful 
capi ta l is t or  pol i tical groups , but Foreign nations, the War, the fews 
or various individual s .  Noteworthy here is the compara tively large 
proportion of answers by the Social Democrats naming other nations 
(203 ) .  Such answers were signi ficant ly  lower among the Communis ts 
(83 ) .  In  con trast the proportion was 323 among the National 
Social i s ts .  Final ly ,  the Jews were blamed for the in flation by (03)  of  
the Communists ,  by 1 3  of the Social Democrats and by 253 
of the Na tiona l Socia l i s ts .  

Ques tions 1 34I 1 35 :  
Has rat ional iza tion been carried out in your p lace of w ork? What  do 
you think of i t?  
[In the twenties ,  ra tional ization pol icies were a widespread 
phenomenon affect ing  not on ly indus tria l  production bu t a l so office 
work . With this background] our questions were aimed a t  el ici t ing 
the atti tude of workers towards modern industr ia l  production 
methods and thei r effects on productiv i ty .  [But even a cursory glance 
a t  our da ta showed that an evaluation was more pwblema tical than 
original ly  assumed , ]  s ince the concept of rationa l i za tion was in ter
pre ted in several di fferen t ways amongst the participants in the 
survey: ( . . .  ) One approach was the purel y technica l  in terpretation 
whereby the problem of ra tional ization was discussed onl y  in  re lation 
to increasing productiv i ty .  Another perspective emerged if  the 
question of ra tional iza tion was unders tood as  rela ting to i ts 
concrete effects on the l ives of the respondents .  Final ly ,  answers could 
be given in terms of the re lat ionship be tween ra tionalizat ion and 
social order ;  in this case the q ues tion was unders tood to have an 
expl ici tly  pol i tical meaning. These di fferen t levels of perception them
selves corresponded wi th speci fic  forms of pol i t ical  and economic 
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th inking,  [which wi l l  be more precisely described in what fol lows . ]  In 
con trast  wi th the direct ly  pol i tical themes deal t wi th so far ,  it was to 
be expected tha t answers to the ra tionaliza tion ques tion would show 
a lower degree of party-pol i t ica l pre-forma tion .  Al though the 
problem of ra tional iza tion played an outstanding rol e in the pol i tical 
and economic discussions of the years 1 929-30, none of the parties 
had developed a consis ten t att i tude towards i t , with the exception of 
the Commun ists ,  who completely rejected rational i za tion under 
capi tal i s t  condi tions .  The other parties ei ther adopted changing 
viewpoints or did not commit  themselves a t  al l  in  any tangible way. 

Some respondents related the question on ly to concre te changes 
in their place of work. not to what they thought about the 
problem of ra tional i za tion in genera l .  At the same time there was a 
noticeable tendency ei ther to see onl y the characteris tics of previous 
work organiza tion or to think exclusively in general economic and 
poli tical terms .  Those who gave a personal ly formula ted answer 
probably rel a ted this  on ly  to the firs t Question , 1 34  ( ' Has 
rationa l izat ion been carried out in your place of work? ' ) ,  s ince 
Ques tion 1 35 asked 'What do you think of i t ? '  .. But  despi te this 
ambigui ty , most responden ts also gave their  views concerning the 
general economic and pol i tical  aspects of the problem in question . 

If one looks next a t  the refusals to repl y , two basic types can be 
distinguished : firs tl y those who repl ied to Ques tion 1 34 that no 
ra tional iza tion measures had been carried ou t at  thei r  place of work, 
and secondly those who ei ther did not repl y to Questions 1 34/ 1 35 at 
al l or who did not want to offer their own opinion,  after saying Yes 
to 1 34 .  The atti tude of the firs t  group does not necessari l y  indicate 
fear or lack of i n terest ,  s i nce the formulation of the question could be 
en tirely  respon sibl e for these non-rep l ies, which was unanswerable i f  
taken l i tera l ly .  H owever , th is  explanation does n o t  apply t o  the 
second group, who did not reply  ei ther because of a lack of in terest or 
for some other reason . 

The answers themselves were classi fied according to how the 
ques t ion had been unders tood . [ I f  one differen tiates between 
employer- and worker-orientated poin ts of view , then ] 343 of 
responden ts j udged rational i zation largely from the point  of view 
of the worker. Ye t this group was by no means homogeneous ,  bu t was 
in turn spl i t  in to various ca tegories . Most of the answers-namely 
23%-could be assigned to the category O n ly good for the emp loyer, 
disadvan tageous fo r the worker. In this case , ra tional ization measures 
were j udged only according to their  effect on the individual workers , 
whi l s t  their s truc tural  s igni ficance for the ecor.iomic sys tem was not 
though t through . The ca tegory Bad under cap ita lis t  condit ions 
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includes those answers which acknowledged the techn ical ad
van tages of rational izat ion , bu t which saw them as beneficial , in a 
capital is t society, only  to those who own and con trol the means  of 
production . From this poin t of view more efficien t technologies , 
which would have been accep ted under social i s t  condi tions ,  were 
rej ected. 

Those responden ts who repl ied- Shou ld be improved were equal l y  
aware tha t the advan tages o f  rationaliza tion within capital ism 
genera l l y  occurred at  the expense of the workers . But they also 
believed that, given certain reforms,  the working class cou ld share in 
these advan tages and that structural unemployment could be avoided . 
This  opinion corresponded with that held by many German unions, 
who started from the premise that technological ly and organi zational 
ly efficien t rational i za tion measures were in themselves a s tep in the 
general evolu tion to socialism. Those repl ies which fel l  in to the 
ca tegory Harmfu l cri ticized rational ization as a 'dehumanization ' of  
work. The cen tral argumen t here was that  the disadvan tages of 
mechaniza tion , including s tructural unemploymen t .  far ou tweighed 
the technical  advantages-an atti tude which corresponds wi th that of 
early-nineteen th-cen tury machine breakers . 

Answers under the rubric Emp loyers' viewpoint  were mos tly 
favourably disposed towards ra tional ization . Their common 
characteris tic was an apparen t obj ectivity or neu tra l i ty of argumen t: 
the repl ies gave the i mpression that the respondents were 
chiefly or exclusively concerned wi th the needs of a particu lar 
en terprise; not , however , wi th their own in terests as workers . This 
group could be said to represent the ideology of the 'works' 
communi ty '  as advocated by some sections of the National Socia l is t  
party as  wel l as  by those workers ' groups who voted for ' indu strial 
peace ' .  Cen tra l to this ideology was the in teres t o f  an en ter
prise as a whole, to which the needs of the employers and of the 
employees were equal l y  subordinated : there was no inquiry in to 
who actual ly  profi ted from such a commu nal organ ization . 

U nder the category Techn ica l standpoin t ,  those answers were 
included which j udged rationa l ization in terms of i ts feasibil i ty in the 
particu lar branch of indus try in which the responden t was employed . 
As was to be expected,  i t  was invariably argued in these cases tha t the 
techn ical characteris t ics of  the work wou ld not a l low for the 
implemen tation of ra tional i zation .  

Fina l ly ,  a separa te group was formed by those responden ts who 
described rational i za tion as Necessary ,  usefu l.  These answers were so 
general that they could hardly be ascribed to any of the prev ious 
ca tegories , bu t overal l  they seemed to derive ei ther from a technical  
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view o f  the questions or from the viewpoint  of the priva te 
en trepreneur. 

The correla tion be tween ca tegories of response and the economic 
status of the responden t showed that a high percen tage of the 
unemployed (66%) did not  reply to our questions. This may be due 
primarily to the mis leading formulation of the question : s ince many 
of the unemployed thought that the quest ion referred to 
ra tiona l iza tion at their  place of work , they did not think that it was 
addressed to them. Overal l ,  ski l led workers repl ied the most 
frequen tly and, as wi th other questions , this seems to show that this  
occupational group was the most  in teres ted and also the best 
informed about  pol i tical and economic problems (see Table 3 .  7) .  

The Employers '  viewpoin t was in  evidence disproportionately 
more of ten among white-col lar than among manual workers ,  which 
may be explained by their real or imagined closeness to smal l  
business . The same tendency can also be defined as showing tha t 
whi te-col lar workers j udged ra tional iza tion measures less often from 
the poin t  of view of the workers than did those directl y engaged in  
production; in  the two most inclusive ca tegories o f  the workers ' 
viewpoint  (On ly good for emp loyers; shou ld be improved) there 
were a significan tly h igher number of skil led workers than of whi te
col lar workers . 

As wi th a l l  questions of pol i t ical  or general in teres t ,  the 
Communists repl ied more of ten than the Social Democra ts and 
accordingly seemed to show more in teres t .  This became particularly 
clear after a closer analysis of those respondents who did not reply to 
Question 1 35 ( 'What do you thin k of i t ? ' ) because of a lack of 
rat ionaliza tion measures in  their place of employment .  Here the 1 3% 
of  Communists  represen ted a signifi can tly lower proportion than the 

22% of  Socia l  Democra ts. ( . . .  ) Compared wi th the Communists ,  the 

Social Democra ts also offered a significan tly h igher percentage of the 
answers which came in to the ca tegory Employers' viewpoin t. The an

swer Bad under capita list conditions, which also corresponded wi th 

the officia l  Com munis t  programme, was given almost exclusively by 

Communi sts .  The category Good for employers, bad for the workers 

is a sign of  resistance to ra tional iza tion . In  rela tion to poli t ical 

orien tation , this answer was most  often given by the National 

Social is ts ;  they were fol lowed by the Left Social i s ts and Communists 

(34% each ) ,  wi th s ign ificant ly few Social  Democra ts ( 1 9%) ,  and final ly 

by the Burgerliche ( 1 6%) .  Nevertheless, a surprising resu l t  was the 

cons iderable number of Socia l  Democrats who expressed themselves 

agains t  rat ional ization despite the favourable atti tude of their 

unions .  
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I f  one looks a t  the a t ti tude of  the Na tional Socia l i s ts ,  these al mos t 
total l y  rej ec ted ra tional iza tion :  473 were agains t  any form of 
ra tional iza tion while 353 sta ted that ra tional i za t ion  was a lmost  
excl us ivel y to the advan tage of  t he em ployers .  S ince the number o f  
National Social i s ts in  our  sampl e was  very s ma l l , they natura l l y  have 
l i t t le s tat is t ical s ign i ficance. They are , however,  noteworthy when 
considered i n  re la tion to Na tional Socia l is t  propaganda among 
workers and employers . S ince the NSDAP needed financial  support 
from indus try as wel l  as a s trong fol lowing a mong the workers , the 
ra tional iza tion ques tion was hard ly  a sui table propaganda theme
the opposi tion be tween Labour and Capi ta l  would have quick ly  
become apparen t in  con nection wi th th i s  concre te poin t of work 
organiza tion . Those workers who sympathized wi th ,  or belonged to, 
the NSDAP expressed , through their  negat ive a t ti tude towards 
ra tiona l i za tion measures , a basic hos ti l i ty towards capi ta l i s ts .  In the 
pol i tical sphere th is  ha tred was deflected a nd d iverted by Nazi 
propaganda onto specific  groups such as rapacious capita l ,  owners 
o f  department  stores or the Jews .  I f .  as i n  our q uestion , no clear-cut 
ideology was offered , a sense of the con tradict ions of socia l rel a tions 
could s ti l l be expressed re la tivel y open ly .  

Examples of answers according to  response ca tegories :  

1 )  ' I t  i s  the consequence o f  the mal icious pol i tics o f  l arge-scale 
capi ta l . '  

2 )  ' I  am against  capita list ra tiona l i za tion because i t  throws the 
proletariat in to the s treet . ' 
' I  am against  ra tional i za tion as  long as i t  i s  no t for the good of the 
whole people . '  

3 )  ' A  ra tional iza tion o f  working hours should go hand i n  hand wi th 
th i s . '  
' Technological advance is  t o  be welcomed uncondi tional l y .  Social 
advance , better social condi tions for each person , wh ich should be 
the onl y  a im of  tech nica l  advance , must  be fough t for through the 
s teadi ly  growing m igh t of the working class in a l l  fields-pa rty 
and union and coopera ti ves and cul tural  organiza tions. ' 

4 )  ' Man i s  reduced to a sou l less  m achine. ' 
'That i s  a re turn to s lavery . ' 

5 )  ' Seven to eigh t hours work would  be enough . '  
'Do ra tionalize ,  bu t i n  such a manner tha t m en can earn enough 
to provide for their fami l ies . ' 
' I  a m  in favour of ra tional iza tion,  bu t I find the way in which i t  i s  
carried out  at  presen t hard and one-sided . '  

6 )  'Too m uch o f  a burden for the workers .  One has to hurry a l l  the 
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t ime. People become very nervous.  bad-tempered and deve lop 
res is tance to their work . '  
'Rational i zation i s  good in  pursui t  o f  a particular goa l .  
Unfortuna te l y  German industria l ists are s imple tons, one and a l l . '  
' Partl y j usti fied, but ra tiona l i za tion experts do ra ther a lot of 
harm . '  

7 )  'Not  ye t possible in  my field o {  work . '  
' Impossible a t  my place of work . '  

8 )  ' Has been useful . '  
' Has a grea t effect where con trol b y  and cooperation wi th the 
works '  counci l i s  concerned. ' 
'Everyone has h is work,  even i f  lower wages . '  

9 )  ' Not ye t tota l ly  implemented , but  a lready seems tota l l y  wrong . '  
'A trend o f  the ti mes . ' 

Ques tion 444:  
What are your views on your party (pol i t ics , leadersh ip . 
organ izat ion)? 
The re la tionship be tween a party and i ts members is  an importan t 
problem tha t  a lways needs to be taken in to accoun t  in an 
investigation of pol i tical a tti tudes .  In near ly  al l answers rela ting to 
questions on pol i tics , we found di fferences between the party 
programme , on the one hand ,  and the s tand-point  of party merribers , 
on the other;  accordingly one ough t to have expected cons iderable 
cri tici sm of the parties themselves .  Th is  assu mption cou l d not be 
confirmed, however , because we encoun tered more refusa l s  to reply  
to  th is  than to  a l l  other pol i t ical  questions.  The average non-response 
for al l three pans of the ques tion averaged out at 49%. 

Table 3.8:  Non-replies in  rela tion to 
pol i t ical orientation (%)  

National  Social is ts  
Left Socia l is ts  
Communis ts 
Social Democrats  
Burgerl i che 

No answer 

30 
35 
48 
53 
64 

The in terpretation of non-repl ies i s  more di fficu l t  here than for 
mos t other questions ; they certa inl y have di fferen t meanings for the 
members of the various parties . Since uncri tica l  obedience was an 
essen tial characteri s tic of Na tional Socia l i s t  ideology . a re lat ive l y  
high response ra te was to  be  expected from i ts members , s ince even 
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missing out the ques tion could have aroused the suspicion that they 
were against  their leaders .  It is therefore not surpris ing tha t  the 
National Sociali sts repl ied the most often . The Left Socia l i st s  repl ied 
almost as frequently ,  but were moti vated by di fferent reasons : the 
Left Social i sts were not an i ndependent party ,  bu t an opposi tion 
faction wi thin the SPD and for thi s  reason alone were wi l l ingly 
prepared to offer their cri tici sm;' the more so s i nce freedom of 
expression was one of the basic principles of the Social is t  parties .  The 
very high number of refusals to reply  among the Social Democrats ,  
Communi sts and bi1rger lich.e supporters poin ts  to  a deep-sea ted 
reluctance to voice inner-party cri ticism . It i s  di fficul t to decide how 
far th i s  was the resu l t  of  party loyal ty  or how far i t  was due to an 
au thori ty- fixat ion which a l lowed for no cri ti cal  s tatements  against  
their party or leaders .  Whatever the reasons may be , i t  is i n terest i ng in 
the l ight of the la ter col lapse of the left-wing parties tha t abou t half  of  
the respondents avoided offering approval or cri tici sm and preferred 
to miss out  the question ( see Table 3 .9 ) .  

Of those who replie� , half  were approving,  hal f were cri tica l .  of  
thei r party .  Poin t s  of cri tici sm were mostly concerned with the 
in tegri ty of the leaders as wel l  as wi th pol i tical  and organizat ional 
efficiency . About  a quarter of the criticisms were offered w i t.hout 
further explana tion,  bu t  thi s  i s  probably to be explained by the fact 
tha t  the questionnaire al lowed l i t t le space for detai led answers. The 
fol lowing table shows.  for each pol i t ical group, the number of  cri tical 
repl ies  for each ten that voiced approval :  

Table 3. 10 :  

National Sociali s ts 2.4 
Biirgerl iche 7.8 
Communists 1 0.9  
Social Democrats 1 2.0 
Left Socialists 28.2 

I t  can be seen that a cri t ica l at t i tude was most w idespread among 
the Left Social i s ts ,  and was pract ica l ly  non-existent among the 
National Socialists .  In principle the lef t-wing parties displayed a 
grea ter tendency to be cri tical than the righ t-wing.  

In so far as  critici sms were expressed within each party , these were 
often concerned wi th di fferent  themes: the Social  Democrats  most ly  
took their leaders ,  and part icu larly the ir  'middle-class ' behaviour ,  to 
task . The policies of their party appeared to them to be equal ly 
middle-class ,  and they occasional ly  cri t ic i sed the i nefficiency of  the 
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organiza tion. This corresponds wi th the fact that the base of the party 
was often more radical than the leadership among the Social 
Democra ts , a phenomenon which is  hardly observable among the 
Communists .  

In a l l  the left-wing part ies there was a s triking difference between 
the a t ti tude of party official s  and of ordinary supporters : among the 
Communists as wel l as among the Social Democrats , ordinary 
supporters were rather more cri tica l than were official s .  This was to 
be expected, s ince the responsibi l i ty for pol itics and organization 
res ted largely with the offica l s  who were hardly l ikely to 'cri ticise 
themselves to the same extent  as were party supporters .  

b .  Weltanschauung and A t titudes to Life 

[After examining the various pol i tical att i tudes , our next step was to 
a ttempt to gain a picture of the world-views and general a tti tudes to 
l i fe of the respondents .  This complex of problems could not be 
approached directly but  could only be asked indirectly .  Four 
ques t ions above all proved to be i l luminating: 

Ques tions 422/23 : Do you bel ieve that the individual has only 
himself to blame for his own fate? Why (not)? 

Question 424 : How, in  your opinion , can the world be 
improved? 

Question 426: Which individuals do you think were the 
grea test  personali ties in his tory? In the presen t? 

As in the previous chapter we again analyzed the answers to each 
ques tion separa te ly ,  whereby the influence of occupa tional s ta tus and 
pol i tical orien tation was of the mos t i mmediate in terest .  The results 
were as fol lows : )  

Ques t ions 422/23 : 
Do you be liet>e that the individua l has on ly h imself to b lame for h is 

own fa te? Yes/No. Why (not)? 

Wi th this ques tion we tried to capture the general at t i tude to l i fe of 

the respondents , i nclusive of rational  convictions and personal 

feel ings which lay behind it. The doctrine of  the left-wing parties that 

the individual 's  fa te is determined by his socio-economic si tuation 

was apparent in many of the answers and, even if the personal i ty 

s tructure of the survey participan ts was highly variable, they appear 

to have been influenced by this axiom to a greater or lesser exten t. In 

so far as this a tti tude, formed by personal experience ,  had been carried 
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over in to j udgemen ts about the pol i tical or social si tua tion , i t  
represented i n  certain circumstances a n  i mportant  personal i ty
forming factor. On the other hand, it was a l so possible tha t i t  
operated only  as  a superficial slogan , withou t a n y  deeper connection 
with the person concerned, and his  actual l ife . The concept tha t the 
individual ' s fate i s  determined by the social and his torical s i tuation 
need not necessarily lead to fa tal ism, even though some of the answers 
could be taken as indirect evidence for such a feeling of powerlessness .  
Others, however, clearly showed tha t a conviction of individual 
weakness in the face of social forces does not necessarily lead to 
hopelessness and passivity, bu t rather may be accompanied by 
energetic a t tempts to bring about a change in  social condition s .  An 
activis t  a t ti tude can develop such s trength that pol i tical inactivi ty 
i tsel f is  viewed as a cause of  persist ing human misery , and the 
individual ' s  acceptance of responsibil i ty i s ,  in i ts turn , seen as a 
posi tive factor. 

In most cases , however, those answers which poin ted to individual 
sel f-responsibil i ty arose from a tota l ly  differen t a tti tude . This was 
characterized by feel ings of guil t ,  sel f-reproach and in ternal iza tion of 
all those norms and taboos whose di sregard mostly leads to 
punishment ,  censorship or repression a t  a particular  developmen tal 
s tage of the individual .  Often in paral lel with this was the Liberalis t  
conviction that everyone forges h i s  own luck and that the world 
belongs to the s tronges t . This reply natural ly  carried a total ly 
differen t meaning depending on whether i t  was held by a successful 
member of society or by someone withou t employment who had lost  
a l l  his  means  of support .  For the former, i t may be the expression of a 
Calvin is t  bel ief tha t divine selection (A userwah lthei t )  i s  reflected in 
economic and social success ; this i s  then a lso an easy and convenien t 
explana tion of the misery of o thers . I t  i s  differen t for the unemployed, 
in whom such an at t i tude is l ikely to be closely bound up wi th 
feel ings of guil t or despair  concerning their own capabil i ties. 

The way replies were phrased was often indica tive of typical 
a tt i tude formations; but  this was lost  as soon as answers were 
ca tegorized in an abstract way.  The ca tegory Depends on conditions 
was the leas t  useful for our analysis , s ince the repl ies which came in to 
thi s  ca tegory con tained no clearl y recognisable opinion about the 
s ign ificance of social or personal reasons for the fa te of the individual .  
Answers relega ted to  the ca tegories No, because one's fa te depends on 
the socia l order and No, because men are the product of their 
environment ,  their heredity, outside conditions were very s imilar and 
could sometimes only be differentia ted by the way in which they were 
phrased . Despite this ,  i t  i s  evident  in many cases tha t repl ies in  the 
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la tter ca tegory had a conven tional , s tereotyped character and 
produced only  banal cliche's .  In con trast ,  the answers in the first 
group often derived from a world-view of historical materialism, even 
if they did not  see possibi l i ties for active participation in changing 
society.  But  this cen tral aspect of his torical -material i s t  doctrine was 
s tressed in those answers assigned to the category No, because one 's 
fa te is determ ined by one 's class and can on ly be changed by 
changing the fate of th is c lass. 

The question was answered by 92% of the participan ts in our 
inquiry. 49% replied that the individual i s  not responsible for his own 
fate; 28% believed the opposi te ,  and 1 6% though t tha t this depended 
on condi tions .  These resul ts clear ly  show that the Liberal is t  bel ief in  
the i ndividual ' s  capaci ty for sel f-real iza tion is diminishing more and 
more; i t  would be in teres ting to know i f  a simi lar tendency exi sts in 
other coun tries which have not had the bi tter experience of 
financial catastrophe and high unemployment .  [If one next looks at  
the dis tribution of responses in relation to economic s tatus ,  the 
fol lowing picture emerges : ]  

Table 3. l l :  Answers according to economic status (%) 

Category of Unski l led Ski lled Whi te ·  Sel f· Un · Total 
response Manual Manual col lar employed employed 

Yes 38 25 25 32 32 28 

Depends on 
condi tions 3 1 5 2 1  1 8  7 1 5 

No 50 50 47 43 55 49 

No reply 9 I O  7 7 6 8 

Total 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 1 00 

There was hardly any di fference in the repl ies as between ski l led 
manua l and whi te-col lar  workers .  The unski l led and the 
unemployed, on the other hand, each had their own distinctive 
di s tribu tion . The repl y  Depends on conditions was given 
sign i ficant ly  less of ten by these groups. This ca tegory may be 
in terpreted as an expression of the view that con trol lable social as 
wel l  as  personal factors have an influence on one 's personal fa te . This 
indica tes a posi tion often replaced among the unskil led and un
employed by a more radical viewpoin t ,  presumably because of their 
economic depriva tion . But  the unskil led and the unemployed did not 
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exhibi t  a uniform att i tude as a whole ,  s ince a great number of 
nega tive as wel l  as posi tive answers were given.  There seemed to be 
two groups among the unemployed: some viewed unemploymen t 
and social depriva tion as al terable, and bel ieved tha t  improvemen t 
could on ly  be expected by a transforma tion of the existing economic 
system . Others had come to the concl usion tha t  they were incapable, 
worthless and responsible for their own cri tical si tua t ion . The 
difference may be rela ted to the type of unemploymen t,  s ince long
term unemploymen t is more s trongly demoral i sing and more l ikely 
to arouse sel f-reproach and feel ings of hel plessness in the individual 
( see Table 3 . 1 2 ) .  

[ Significant  differences be tween the various groups can be seen in  
the analysis of replies according to pol i tical orien ta tion . ]  Thus  the 
majori ty (59%) of National Social is ts bel ieved, in sign i fican t contrast 
to the left-wing parties , in  the sel f-responsibi l i ty of  the individual , 
they usual ly  further assumed that the unsuccessful had not used 
their innate capabi l i ties and had fai led to develop their  character 
(47% ) .  This a tti tude clearly shows the infl uence of National Socia l i s t  
ideology, which s ta ted that  in the 's truggle for surviva l '  i t  i s  the 
s trongest  who wins out whils t  the losers have revea led themselves as 
too weak.  There was a lso a re la tively high proportion of posi t ive 
answers among burgerliche supporters , who resembled the Na tiona l 
Social i s ts on th is  poin t .  Bu t there would seem to be differen t reasons 
for this  a tti tude: on the one hand,  re lating to their social s tatus and, 
on the other, rela t ing to the Liberal i s t  doctrine that in economic 
competi tion everyone has the same chance . Supporters of left-wing 
parties repl ied ' Yes '  signi ficantly  less often , in  accordance wi th their 
theoretica l pos i t ion :  [where they did , it was for total ly  di fferen t  
reasons ; ]  in  thei r eyes the individual i s  on ly responsible for h i s  
own fate to  the exten t that  he  can improve i t  th rough poli tica l 
activi ty . 

[A reverse dis tribu tion was found in the nega tive re plies : ]  the 
responsibi l i ty of the individual for his fa te was least  often queried by 
the Na tional Social i s ts and Burgerliche ,  more often by the Socia l  
Democra ts ,  and most of  ten by  the Communis ts and Left  Socia l i s t s .  
[ Here there were a l so considerable di fferences be tween the reasons 
given for these a t ti tudes, wi th left-wing adheren ts usua l ly  pointing to 
socio-economic cons tra in ts . ]  Whereas the National Socia l i s t s  argued 
that 'man is dependen t on higher powers " . This  att i tude can be 
in terpre ted as an expression of  a bel ief in 'Providence ' .  as frequently 
propagated in Na tiona l Socia l i s t  ideology. 

As in  a l l  ques tions wi th pol i tica l  implica tions ,  the Communis ts 
repl ied significant ly  more frequent ly  than the Socia l Democra ts . 
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Differences between pol i tica l types on the Left ,  as wel l  a s  between 
officia ls and ordinary supporters, become clearer if one divides the 
answers into two groups: firs t ly the Marxi st  group which incl uded 
the  fol lowing three categories :  Yes, because he is po litica l ly 
un interested/ph legmat ic; No, because his fa te is determined by h is 
class and can on ly be changed by a change in the  fate  of t h is class, and 
No, because h is fa te is dependen t  on the  socia l order (wi thout  
reference to  change) .  These answers ei ther showed an understanding 
of the social determi nants  of the individual ' s  fa te , or expressed the 
belief tha t on ly  a bet ter society could improve the fa te of the 
individua l .  The fol lowing answers in contrast came in to the 
authori tarian group: Yes ,  because he makes no use of h is capacit ies 
or he has not developed h is character; Yes, because he does not  live 
consciously ;  and No, because he is dependen t on h igher powers. 
These answers ignore all social  influences in  the fate of an individua l .  

Table 3. 13 :  Distribution of repl ies according to Marxist and au thori tarian 
groups (%) 

Party Social Democra ts Left C'..ommunists Burger- National Total 
Group I 2 3 Socia l - I 2 3 l i che Socia l -

i s  t s  i s  t s  

Marxist 23 2 l l  24 44 25 33 1 5  
Authori -
tarian 1 2 1 5  1 4  9 5 1 6  I I  26 82 • 1 7  

The significant  differences between the Communists and Social 
Democra ts shows the stronger Marxi st  infl uence on the a t ti tudes of 
the former; but a si mi larly significant  difference a l so exi s ted be tween 
the a tti tudes of party officials  and voters. The opposi te tendency 
could be observed in the au thori tarian group; this  could not however 
be ra ted as significant .  

Examples of a nswers according to response ca tegories :  

2 ) 'Yes,  man can improve his  own fate by adapting to the 
environmen t . '  
' Yes, l i fe i s  a game o f  chess , a bad move can obli tera te the effec t of 
ten good ones . '  
'Yes,  one should think and observe more sharply . '  
' I f one lacks inner va lues ,  one wi l l  be unable t o  master one ' s own 
l i fe . ' 
'Yes ,  people are too phlegmatic . ' 
'Yes ,  many people don ' t  know why they l ive, for l i fe i s  a ba t t le . '  
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' Yes ,  if the person would take more care and would do more to 
provide for his  l a ter l i fe ,  he could save himsel f a lot of trouble . ' 

3 )  ' Yes , through a profl iga te l i fe . ' 
' Yes , through carelessness . '  
' Yes ,  through though tlessness (early marriage etc. ) . ' 
' Yes , a few years ago I made grea t efforts to learn s tenography and 
gave up a l l  my free time to thi s .  I bel ieve tha t my presen t nervous 
dis turbances are a consequence of this . '  

4 )  ' Yes ,  because a person does not think i t  necessary to school himself  
pol i tica lly and to.  vote for those who wil l  figh t for him . '  

5 )  'Yes ,  people often turn their own l ife in to a hel l . '  
' Yes and no. I f  one behaves according to law , j us tice and mora l i ty, 
and the S ta te is one's h ighest priori ty ,  one will be financial ly  wel l  
off . ' 
' Yes , many people are their own worst enemies , but they bel ieve 
tha t it is the others who make mistakes . '  
' Yes .  We have to submi t to Na ture ' s  laws.  Any breach o f  these laws 
brings punishment . ' 

6) ' Yes , partly .  By the way , man wi l l  be less hard pressed by fa te in a 
new world order . '  
' Yes ,  partly .  I f  people would l i s ten to their parents etc. , they wou ld 
not firs t have to learn many things through their own experience. '  
' No. A proletarian can rarely con trol his  own fa te . He has nothing. 
But mora l ly  man can mas ter h is fa te . ' 
' Yes , if one l ives wi thou t though t for tomorrow. No, if one cannot 
find regular employmen t, no ma tter how hardworking one is . ' 
' Yes,  no . One can poison onesel f  with alcohol , or be ruined by the 
top ten thousand . An tidote : d icta torship of the proletaria t . ' 
' Yes and no.  Man as  a subj ect ,  yes . But  as an obj ect ,  his  fa te is too 
closel y bound up with tha t of h i s  class . '  
' Part ly .  Man i s  not respon sible for the environ men t in to which he 
is born , bu t  he can acquire the knowledge with which to infl uence 
the course of fa te . ' 
'Tha t depends . Lack of ski l l  (employmen t,  tra in ing e tc . )  a l so of 
character (roughness , indecis iveness ,  lack of love, character weak
nesses, unpunctua l i ty e tc . ) . '  

8 )  'No.  O n  our own w e  achieve noth ing, uni ted we can achieve 
any thing. ' 
' No. There i s  no individual fa te ;  i t  is a lways the fa te of a whole 
class, and on ly  the class can change i t . ' 

9) ' No. Within the presen t individua l is t-capi ta l ist  bounds only  the 
merciless can ge t on . '  
' No. Because a l l  the time more people are losing their j obs because 
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of ra tiona l iza tion . '  
'No .  Because one cannot defend onesel f o n  one ' s  own agains t  the 
presen t socia l order. '  
'No .  The middle class a lone i s  respon sible for the fa te of 
individuals . ' 
' No, social exis tence de termines the fa te of men . ' 

I O ) 'One i s  not responsible for being born in to th i s  world .  One ' s  
parents are respon sible .  I l l  people shou ld not have chi ldren . '  
'No, one i s  the product of the pas t . ' 
'No.  Everyone ' s  physique is differen t , and the individual hardly 
knows what is  bes t for h im . ' 

I l ) 'No .  Who is in teres ted in  one individual ? ' 
' No, an individual can never overcome a sys tem , and the masses  are 
too s tupid to do so . '  
' No.  Many people probably on ly  need to be ashamed for 
themselves , bu t  the grea t majori ty take th i ngs as they come. · 
' No .  I f  I could do as  I wan t , I would a lways  have work . ·  

1 2 ) ' No .  One should be ashamed , i f  one does not  make use o f  one ' s  
capabil i ties . In  other respects ,  man i s  the playth ing of  l i fe . '  
'No.  Everyone 's  pa ttern of fa te i s  fixed i n  advance . '  

1 3 ) 'No.  Others make your fa te for you . Not I .  bu t  certain other people 
de termine my fa te and that of others . ' 
' No.  The masses have too many righ ts and du ties . '  
' No.  One can ' t  do the righ t th ing .  Everything one does i s  wrong . '  
'No .  The individual can hardly be held respon sible for h i s  fa te . If 
the Social ism about  which we are told rea l ly existed , everypne 
would have considera tion for others and we wou ld all be happy . '  
' No.  I am j udged by m y  fa te . ' 
' No. When one is  old , one becomes a burden on others . '  

Question 424 :  
How ,  in  your opin ion , can the  world b e  improved? 
This  question can be understood as a poli tical , re l igious .  
philosophical or e thical  problem , depending on the individua l ' s  
world-view. Basica l ly ,  w e  hoped t o  b e  able t o  recogni ze from the way 
responden ts repl ied to th i s  question what importance they assigned 
to the problem in the first place. The spectrum of a tti tudes was very 
wide and ranged from vague day dreams and resigna tion to qui te 
concre te ideas abou t how the individua l  could help to real i se a be tter 
world. 

The most  frequen t type of answer, offered by 4 1 %  of responden ts ,  
presents some form of Socia lism as an a l terna tive form of social 
organization . However,  s ingle replies were highly  di fferen tia ted ; for 
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some socialism meant  doing away wi th the present  system; for others 
it meant  es tabl i shing a new social order . Dicta torship was mentioned 
in th is  connection , as was democracy , and armed struggle as wel l as 
s tep-by-s tep reform were named as stra tegies . But in whatever form, 
ei ther preparation for or achievement of. the various answers could 
al l  be su bsumed under the label Socia l ism . 

Eth ics and educa tion , covering 1 8% of answers , was the second 
larges t ca tegory . This  category a lso cove1�s a profusion of atti tudes;  
those promoting res traint ,  ju s tice, respect and less selfishness , also 
tru thfulness , duty,  uni ty ,  to lerance and helpfulness as well as the 
vague des ire for a bet ter education . These att i tudes di ffer from 
social i s t  ones not only in the choice of means ,  but in many cases also 
wi th regard to their rela tive meaning for the i ndividual . Responden ts 
holding such ' ideal i s t ic '  views were clearly not able  to formu late 
their world improvemen t schemes in terms of concrete notions ;  
otherwise these would not have been as unspeci fic as they were 
regarding educational measures to be taken for the improvement of 
man as an ethical being. Their in terest in the ques tion therefore 
poin ted ch iefl y to their wishes or dreams ,  wi thou t connection to the 
real world.  

The question was answered by al l  but 1 5% of the participants .  In 
th is connection , non -rep lies can probably be ascribed to lack of 
interest in the problem of  world improvement .  Since there were 
signi ficantly more non-repl ies from the pol i tical ly  uninterested 
groups, i t  seems that this  question was chiefl y unders tood as a 
pol i tical one. [When ordered accordi ng to frequency , the resu l ts for 
the individual group were as fol lows : ]  

Table 3. 1 4 :  Non-replies according lO 
pol i tical orien ta tion (%) 

Non-voters 
Burgerl iche 
Socia l  Democra ts 
Na tional Socia l i s ts 
Left Social i s ts 
Communists 

Non -repl ies 

40 
20 
1 6  
1 3  

8 
6 

The Communis ts once more confirmed thei r typical pol i tical 
commi tmen t where pol i tica l ly  tinged q ues tions were raised , whereas 
the Social Democra ts showed considerably less in terest and , as in 
many other instances , were closer here to the bilrgerliche supporters .  
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In  contrast ,  the National Social is ts  came closer to the Left Social i s ts 
and Communists in  their degree of pol i t ical awareness . This 
similari ty i s  hardly surprising; at  the t ime of our inquiry thi s  party 
was an opposi tional minori ty which appealed chiefly to people who 
were dissatisfied wi th prevai l ing condi tions (see Table 3 . 1 5  ) . 

The i nternal di fferentia tion of the heterogeneous ca tegory 
Socia lism is particu larl y  in terestin_g. If al l  the members of lef t -wing 
groups had repl ied in  accordance wi th the social is t  doctrines of their  
party, thi s  ca tegory would have i ncluded 783 ins tead of 4 1 3  of 
responden ts . That burgerliche supporters and Na tional Socia l i s ts 
saw no hope in  social ism i s  easi l y  understandable .  But  tha t  only 363 
of Social  Democrats answered Socia lism shows a large di screpancy 
between official  party doctrine and the personal bel iefs of i ts 
members. The Communists wi th 743 and the Left Social i s ts wi th 683 
had a significantly  higher proportion of answers in this ca tegory. 
Final ly .  officials gave Socia lism as a reply signifi can tly more often 
than supporters among the two Socia l  Democratic groups as wel l as 
among the Commun is ts .  

The reverse of this  picture i s  to  be found in  the category Ethics and 
education. Both the burgerliche supporters and the National 
Socia l i s ts had the largest  proportion a t  25%, closely fol lowed by the 
Socia l  Democrats wi th 223 , while the Communists were signi fican tly 
lower a t  73.  The relationship between officia ls and supporters i s  a lso 
the opposi te of that for the category Socia lism , wi th the proportion 
of officials  giving ' ideal i s tic '  answers fa l l ing somewhat below that of 
ordinary supporters . 

Answers in  the category Know ledge, though t ,  en ligh tenm en t  of the  
masses were numerical ly  very small  at  23 and thus wi thout 
sta�istical significance . 33 of the bilrgerliche  supporters affirmed tha t  
the u l ti ma te triumph o f  reason would bring about  a be tter world . I f  
one compares this resu l t  wi th the important  ro le tha t was given to 
reason i n  the period of the En l igh tenmen t- the epoch of the r ise of 
the middle class-this  shif t  of opinion is impressive. The fact tha t  no 
National Social i s t  put forward Know ledge etc. as a formula  for 
world improvement  proves nothing ,  but  i t  does no doubt mirror the 
rejection of intel lect and unders tandi ng in Na tional Socia l i sm.  
Among the quant i tatively important left-wing groups,  few repl ies 
were returned in this ca tegory ;  those left -wing responden ts who had 
not given Socia lism as a reply chose Eth ics and education 
s ignificant ly  more often than Know ledge. t hough t and en ligh ten 
ment .  

I f  one analyzes the responses in  rela tion to  the econom ic si tuation 
of the respondents , [ few differences be tween the occupational groups 
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emerge:  the distributi�n of ca tegories between the manua l  and whi te

col lar workers , and ski l led and unsk i l led, i s  rela tively s imi lar , ] so that 

one cannot regard the occupa tional si tua tion as an independen t 

variable . 
[More reveal ing] is a subdivis ion according to sex , where i t  becomes 

clear tha t  women consis ten tly reply  less frequen t ly  to world-view or 
pol i tical ques tions than do men . , Only  233 of women decided in 
favour of Socia l ism,  which is a s ign ificant ly  lower proportion than 
amongst men (443) .  On the other hand,  383 chose Ethics and 
education com pared wi th 1 63 of men-also a s ign i fican t di fference. 
These differences cannot  be as�ribed onl y  to pol i tica l infl uences : 683 
of women compared wi th 783 of men be longed to left-wing parties ,  
while 323 were Burgerliche,  National Socia l i s ts or non-voters . The 
proportion of men in these groups was 2 1 3 . The response of women 
all in all seemed to be express ive o f  a more conven tional middle-class 
poin t  of  view which coloured their repl ies throughout .  

Question 426: 
Who do you thin k  were the grea test persona lities in history ? In the 
present? 
This ques tion was not  concerned wi th discovering the populari ty of 
certain h i storica l  characters ; we were far more in teres ted i n

· 
the 

reasons why the participan ts chose particular people . Our 
assumption was that the principles according to which respondents 
selected their heroes would show up  individual and group di fferences 
in a tti tudes to socia l  grea tness . These differences can be condensed 
in to a few main types .  

There was firs t ly  an att i tude which one may term 'neutra l ' .  I n  s uch 
cases the person concerned had the same at t i tude towards a l l  forms of 
socia l  greatness and com prehens ion of the question accorded w i th 
that offered by a l ibera l  education . He remembered the names of  
poe ts ,  composers , pain ters , saints ,  pol i ticians ,  genera l s ,  rel igious 
founders , preachers , actors . scien t is ts etc. , wh ich he had been taugh t 
to regard as 'great '  a t  school .  These usua l ly  contained a patriotic 
element so that pol i tical and mi l i tary fame predominated . The 
a ttribution 'great '  was used here wi thout di fferen tiation or regard for 
the his torical s ign i ficance of the person selected; it thus became a 
va l ue per se. 

Another type admired power, as represen ted by s trong,  successfu l  
men , above a l l  by s ta tesmen , dicta tors , k ings and general s .  The 
di fference between the firs t and second type was less than might be 
supposed at fi rs t glance; the second type a lso fa i led to accord meaning 
to the actual achievemen ts of the powerful individual . Pol i ticians 
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and gen erals  were admired because they embodied power , s trength , 
iron wil l  and heroism ,  wi thou t regard to the ends for which these 
qual i ties were used. For this  type, national heroes had a more 
significan t place, because of the close ties with nationalism and 
mi l i tarism,  than for those wi th a neu tral l iberal a t ti tude. 

The disposi t ion typica l of left-wing groups was completely 
different  from the att i tudes described so far. In  accordance wi th the · 
ideals of  left-wing parties , significant figures were to be j udged for 
their contribu tion to·a specific his torical developmen t-the transfor
mation of  a capi ta l i s t  in to a social i s t  society . They did not recognize 
'great men ' as such, bu t measured a l l  human activity on a scale of 
values wherein efforts to create a better l i fe were given firs t place. 
Marxists  work wi th a theory which views the real iza tion of this goal 
as more or less independen t from the action of a s ingle important man 
and which regards changes in the socia l  s tructure as the deci sive 
factor . 

Differen t at t i tudes towards socia l greatness often correspond wi th 
d i fferent  degrees of authori ty fixa tion . Those who above a l l  admire 
successfu l . s trong and ruthless leaders , usual ly  have a sense of an 
unbridgeable gulf between themselves and the admired au thori ty. For 
them this is a sort of superman whom they would l ike to have guard 
and protect them. On the other side are those who do not admire 
s trong men, but  who ascribe social  grea tness to those personal i ties 
who have worked for the betterment of mankind and who are bound 
to thei r  idols  by an affini ty of aims and in teres ts . 

There were various forms of this a tti tude towards important 
personal i ties among the survey participants .  Pure types were not as 
frequent as combina tions and somewhat covert gradations.  The 
desire to exhi bi t one 's advanced leve l  of educa tion a lso played a part 
and led to l i s ts of names which ,  in the view of the respondent ,  were 
evidence of his  ' learn ing ' .  

In  a l l ,  1 60 different  characters were referred t o  in the replies .  Names 
which are celebra ted in  schools and school-books appeared relatively  
seldom.  

In order to  differen tia te between classica l and revo lutionary 
Socia lists, an in terpreta tive classifica tion was used. This  dif
ferentiation i s  important ,  s ince it was immediately apparent  in  many 
answers . Some respondents regarded social is t  l eaders of the pas t  in  the 
same way as l i terary classics : it  obviously did not occur to them to 
rela te these leaders ' U topian ideas to the level of rea l  poli tics ;  i . e . ,  to 
immedia te, concre te problems . Whenever thi s  a tti tude was 
discerni ble from the choice of names, the answer was categorized 
under Classica l Socia lists. I f, however, a responden t named a Social is t  
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leader because he bel ieved in the revolu tionary con ten t of h is message 
and i ts relevance for curren t pol i tical and economic problems, then 
the answer was assigned to the ca tegory Revo lut io nary Socia l ists. 
Thus one and the same name, tha t of Marx ,  for example,  could be 
c lassi fied in one answer as  that of a 'classica l ' ,  in another as tha t  of a 
' revolutionary '  Social i s t .  The combina tion of  names a mongst which 
his  appeared offered the key to an_ in terpre ta tion of the at t i tude of the 
respondent .  I f  the names of Social i s t  leaders occurred together wi th 
Bismarck or Hindenburg, i t  was decided from this type of 
combination tha t the respondent viewed the named Socia l i s ts as 
'classica l ' .  If ,  however , the names of early Socia l ists were coupled 
wi th contemporary ones such as Lenin , L iebknech t or Luxemburg, 
then they were classi fied as ' revolutionary ' .  In this manner, Marx, 
Engels ,  Lassa l le and Behel , for example ,  often figure as 'classica l ' ;  
whi le Marx and Engels often appeared as  ' revolu tionary ' i n  other 
contexts ,  but Lassal le  and Behel significan tly less often . I f  names l i ke 
Marx .  Engels ,  Lassa l le and Behel were offered w i thout addi tional 
o thers ,  then this  type of answer was ass igned , to some extent  
arb i trari ly ,  to the category Classica l Socia l is ts, s ince most 
respondents with clearly revol utionary tendencies would normal ly 
have added the names of Lenin ,  Liebknecht and other more recent 
leaders . Some answers were included under the heading R e
vofat ionary Socia lists, next to names of socia l i s t  leaders , s ince they 
mentioned scientists or artis ts who had in i tiated a scien tific 
revol ution ( for example Copernicus ,  Darwin ,  Einste in )  or w ho 
showed a revolutionary tendency in  the ir  work ( for example Ka the 
Kollwi tz or  George Grosz) . 

Under the heading Repub lican leaders resp.  Leaders of 
Repub lican parties , were ass igned those answers which men tioned 
pol i ticians from parties which actively supported the \Veirnar 
Republ ic ,  i .e .  the SPD and DDP in  particular,  as wel l as  the Cen tre 
Party . But  S treseman n and Briand , men tioned forty-eigh t and 
twen ty-eight t imes respective ly ,  were a l so class i fied as Rep u b lican 
leaders s ince the ir  populari ty was based on their  poli t ica l concept of 
cooperation be tween the Wei mar  Republ ic,  the Al l ies and the League 
of Nations . Napoleon , who appeared ninety-four times , was assigned 
to the category Famous nationa l  leaders ,  a l though many Social is ts 
and Communis ts mentioned h im as represen ting the l ibera l 
emancipation in Europe and as preparing the pa th for democratic 
ideas in  Germany . On the other hand, many responden ts from 
left-wing and r igh t-wing parties named h im as a s trong man , hero, 
genera l and dictator. In a more precise classification , the divis ion 
of answers according to these two a t ti tudes wou ld have been 
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unavoidable (see Table 3 . 1 6 � . 
The i n terpretation of the answers according to pol i tical  

orien tation revea ls in teresting relationships . 75% of the responden ts 
took up some sort of posi tion . and the various pol i tica l groups 
showed typical di fferences regarding the ex ten t of their replies .  The 
National Social i s ts al l replied wi thout  exception .  This is probabl y 
because one of the cen tral  theses of National Socia l i s t  propaganda 
held tha t  h is tory was made by great individua l s .  amongst whom 
dic ta tors and mi l i tary or pol i tical leaders had the grea tes t 
sign i ficance. In agreemen t wi th this bel ief ,  the majori ty of Na tiona l 
Socia l i s t  repl ies ( 76% )  came i n to the ca tegory Famous national  
leaders ,  this  being the larges t percen tage response wi thin any single 
ca tegory. There was a signi ficant di fference in non - rep lies between 
Communis ts ( 1 5% )  and Social Democrats ( 30% ) ,  which can be part ly 
ascribed to the typical l y  grea ter in terest among Communi s ts in  
pol i tical q uestions .  For them,  the ques tion clearl y had a pol i tical 
character,  and in  th is  they took a view opposi te to that of the 
bilrgerliche supporters for whom the pol i tical connotations 
were less important .  But  the ideology of the cadres could a l so have 
played a part in  the greater readiness to reply among the 
Communis ts .  

The category Revo lutionary Socia lists contained more Commu
nis t  repl ies (48% ) than from any other group. Wi th in th is group the 
di fference between officials  and ordinary supporters , at 65% and 37%,  
indica ted a considerab le di screpancy . I t  is  very astoni shing tha t  only 
5% of Social Democra ts offered pure ly  revol utionary Social i s ts as the 
grea tes t personal i ties in  his tory . Signi fican t ly more often than 
among the Communis ts ( 6% )  Socia l  Democra ts chose names which 
belonged to the ca tegory Classica l Socia l ists and repub lican leaders 
( 1 8% ) wi th the addi tion someti mes of the names of Bi smarck and 
Hi ndenburg . The nami ng of Hindenburg could in mos t cases have 
been an echo of the campaign for the Reich Presidency in  which the 
S PD had supported his  candidacy. The incl usion of Bismarck 
indicates than an his torical consciousness mediated through 
school was s tronger than that of the Social Democratic party 
tradi tion which had always regarded Bismarck ,  the father of the An ti
Social i s t  Laws, as the mos t  radical opponen t of the labour 
movemen t .  

In the ca tegory Revolut ionary Socia lists and famous nationa l  
leaders were those answers which coupled names l ike Marx and 
Len i n  with those of Mussol ini  and Napoleon . The Communists ,  
wi th 1 8% , were represen ted more s trongly here than the Social 
Democra ts , wi th on l y  8%.  As wi th the Na tional Socia l i s ts ,  many  of the 
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former had fa l len under the spe l l  of a ' s trong'  man , a ' leader '  and 
migh t ,  for example ,  name Mussolini  together wi th Sta l in .  

The answers in the category Revolut ionary Socia l is ts together wi th 
rel igious founders are numerica l ly  meaningless , bu t  their 
dis tribu tion is of signi ficance .  They were to be found a lmost 
exclus ively among Communists and Left Socia l i s ts .  This 
combina tion of revol u tionary figures wi th the founders of rel igious 
communi ties (usua l l y  Chris t )  incl udes an elemen t of Tols toyan 
idea l ism and fana ticism which was typical for some members of these 
grou ps.  As a l ready men tioned, 76% of the Na tional Social i s t  repl ies ,  
and 32% of the Bi1rgerliche-a substan tia l proportion-were to be 
found in the ca tegory Famous na tiona l leaders, a lone or with c lassica l 
figures in l iterature and science. The National Social i s ts mos tly 
men tioned national heroes ; the Bftrgerliche, in con trast ,  men tioned 
l i terary and scien ti fic figures .  However, bo th groups gave answ�rs of 
th is type significan t ly  more often than did supporters on the Left. 

Under the designa tions Famous figures of a l l  sorts were en tered a l l  
those answers which expressed a value-free obj ective admiration for 
'grea t '  personal i ties .  This  type of answer was given wi th significant  
frequency by Social Democra ts ( 1 4% ) .  Burgerliche supporters had a 
s l igh tly larger percen tage of replies here than did the Left Social is ts 
and Comm unis ts ,  whi le  the Na tional Social i s ts were not represen ted 
a t  a l l .  This type of reply expresses a democra tic tolerance for the goals  
as wel l as the fields of activi ty of grea t personali ties ,  whether these 
were of a pol i tica l , arti s tic ,  rel igious , scien tific or mi l i tary na ture .  

The classi fica tion of each an swer demanded a higher degree of 
subj ec ti ve j udgemen t  than i n  any other instance: hundreds of 
differen t combina tions had to be ordered in to rela tive ly  few 
ca tegories , and the Gesta lt of each combina tion had to be assessed 
wi th regard to i ts correspondence wi th the principles underl ying 
those ca tegories . For this reason , a tabular represen ta tion of the 
resu l ts seemed advisable ,  in which the frequency of the named 'grea t 
personal i ties ' was shown in rela tion to pol i tical orien ta tion (see 
Table 3 . 1 7 ) .  

These frequencies enable one to see which names were preferred 
according to pol i tical groupings.  If one l i s ts those names which 
occurred in 1 0% of the answers for each poli tical type , one arrives a t  
party-speci fic combina tions which confirm o u r  analysis o f  the 
response ca tegories (see Table 3 . 1 8 ) .  

The combina tions among the Social Democrats correspond wi th 
the resu l ts of previous ana lysi s .  The grea ter part  of Social Democra tic 
repl ies  ( 1 8%)  came in to the ca tegory C lassica l Socia lists, a lone or w ith 
Repub lican leaders and/ or B ismarck /Hindenburg. They a l so had a 
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Table 3. 18 :  Frequency of names men tioned by more than 1 0% 
of each pol i t ical type 

Social Democrats Marx , Napoleon, Lenin, Stresemann, Behel ,  
Bismarck , Ebert 

Left Social is ts  Marx , Len i n ,  Napoleon 

Communists Lenin,  Marx ,  Sta l in ,  Liebknecht ,  Napoleon, 
Engels 

National Socialis ts  Bismarck, Hi tler •, Mussolini , Frederick t he 
Grea t, Hindenbu rg, Napoleon, Luther 

Burgerliche Hi ndenburg, Bismarck, Luther ,  Chris t ,  
Napoleon , Frederick the Great,  Mussol in i ,  
Goethe 

•Hi tler does not appear in Table 3 . 1 7  since h i s  name was mentioned 
only eleven times. 
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rel a tivel y high proportion of answers (7%)  in Ca tegory 8 which 
incl uded famous na tional  ( Napoleon ) and Republ ican (Ebert)  
leaders , as wel l  as  Lenin .  A characteri s tic difference between the 
po l i tica l parties lay in the figure of the favouri te 'grea t man ' .  Marx 
and Napol eon , wi th 29% and 20% respecti ve ly ,  were mos t often 
men tioned by the Socia l  Democra ts . Lenin was men tioned by 64% of 
the Com munists ,  fol l owed by Marx wi th 26% and Sta l in  with 2 1 %. 
Bismarck and Hi tler ,  wi th 59% each , led among the Na tional 
Socia l i s ts ;  next came Mussol in i  wi th 53%;  Frederick the Grea t wi th 
35%,  and Napoleon , Hindenburg and Lu ther wi th 1 2% each . 

Communis ts and Na tional Social i sts were dis tinguished by the fact 
tha t they usual ly  men tioned very few names , often not more than two 
or three . No single figure among the Social Democra ts and 
b u rger liche supporters received such a h igh number of votes ;  ins tead 
their  replies were di s tributed more or l ess randomly  over a longer l i st  
of names . This discrepancy is  to be explained by the grea t importance 
which the idea of the leader had among the Na tiona l Socia l is ts and ,  to 
a lesser degree , among the Communis ts .  Another reason l ies in  the 
fac t tha t the i n tel lec tual and personal  l i fe of Na tional Socia l is ts ,  and 
even more of Communis ts ,  was a lmost en tire ly  de termined by 
pol i tica l ideas .  Among the other groups a democra tic a t ti tude as wel l 
as conven tiona l ideal s taken over from school led to a neu tra l ,  
to lera n t  ou tlook; o n  thi s basis highly differen t persona l i ties could be 
viewed as  'grea t ' .  

I n  con tras t ,  on ly  compara tive ly  few na mes were considered el igib le  
by the Na tiona l Socia l i s ts and Com munis ts ;  their favouri te 
persona l i ties had to sa ti sfy a number of qui te specific requiremen ts. 
The Nationa l Socia l i s t s ,  above a l l ,  admired au thori ty . success and 



1 26 The Work ing Class in Weimar Germany 

s trength as  well a s  a part icular sor t of leadership ;  the Communis t s ,  on 
the o ther hand , were guided by a clearly defined pol i tical outlook and 
by a particular a t ti tude to l i fe ;  they looked for acti vi t ies which were 
tota l ly  directed towards the rea l i zat ion of their theories .  The 
Communists formed the l argest group (48%) in the response category 
Revo lut ionary Socia lists. The classi ficat ion was confi rmed by the 
distribu tion frequency :  Marx and Len in were named sign i fi cant ly  
more often than among the Social  Democrat s .  32% of the  burgerliche 
supporters ' repl ies came imo the category Famous national  leaders, 
a lone or with classica l figures and 1 9% in the ca tegory Sain ts, 
re ligious founders and reformers. The frequency distribut ion a l so 
showed a dominance of nat ional leader figures , but  in con tras t  wi th 
the National Social i s t s ,  Chris t  and Goethe ,  bu t  never Hi tler ,  were 
named i n  addi t ion . The special role of Napoleon , which ha s a l ready 
been men ti oned , comes clearl y to the fore in  the frequency 
dis tribution ; his name was found in all poli t ical  groups .  on the Left 
as  well  a s  on the Righ t 

c. Cu ltural  and A esthetic S tandards , 

The third main field in  the evaluat ion of individual answers related 
to the cuhural and aesthetic au i mdes of th e responden ts ,  i . e .  to the 
ques t ion of their personal  preferences. In this connect ion we rel ied on 
the resul ts from ten questions : 

Question 240 :  
Question 24 1 :  

Questions 244/5 : 
Questions 308/9:  
Ques tion 338 :  
Questions 323/24 :  

Question 325 :  

How do you decora te you r home? 
Wha t  pictures and pho tographs have you hung 
u p? 
Do you have any favouri te books? 
Wha t are the t i t les  of your favouri te plays/fi l ms? 
Do you l ike. j azz? 
Do you like presen t -day female  fashion/bobbed 
hair (Bubikopf)? 
Do you l ike the use of powder, perfume and 
l ips t ick by women? 

A broad picture of the cu l tural s tandards regarding in teriors , fa sh ion , 
li tera ture ,  thea tre and music was revea led by t hese questions ;  in each 
case we tried to fi nd out  which group had which a tti tude; and how far 
the dis tribution of replies was determined by the responden t ' s 
occupa tional s i tua tion and by pol i t ica l  orien tation . ]  
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Ques tion 240 : 

How do you decorate you r  h ome? 

1 27 

How people furnish their dwel l ing depends above al l  on their 
income, i .e . , on the amount  avai labl e to them for furni ture and 
furnishings. But apart from this there are also differences in taste 
which are determi ned by personal as wel l as social  fac tors (see 
Table 3 . 1 9) .  

The formulation of this question was badly done and clearly a l so 
too vague for some responden ts. Many were probably not at a l l  aware 
of how they 'decora ted ' thei r dwel l ings. Others again ,  because of their 
constricted a nd impoverished s i tuation ,  were not in a posi tion to 
bother about such a secondary problem as the arrangemen t of their 
furnishings, whi le  some may have ignored the question because i t  
seemed to them t o  be poli tica l ly  unimportant .  Whichever was the 
deci sive reason . the resul t was tha t 33% of respondents did not offer 
any reply .  

The most  frequent ,  and at the same t ime,  l eas t reveal i ng answer, 
namely Flowers and p ictures, was given by 40% of respondents .  This 
response is  u nreveal ing chiefl y because one cannot know what sort of 
pictures and fl owers are mean t; these could have been chosen 
according to the average tas te of the lower middle-cl ass , bu t i t  is also 
poss i ble that they show a highl y cu l t iva ted sel ection. Since al l  those 
who had a concrete i ndividual at ti tude towards furnishing their 
dwel l ing general ly gave preci se information , we may assume that  the 
vague answers Flowers and p ictures is i tsel f an express ion of a 
rel at ively conventional taste . 

[The ca tegory Nippsachen (bric-a-brac) is less ambiguous . ]  Under 
th i s  heading were put a l l  repl ies which used the word Nippes or 
Nippsachen or which men tioned that ,  apart from pictures and 
flowers , there were handicrafts , rel iefs, calendars , mirrors , porcelain 
figures and other decora tive i tems .  The ca tegory covered 7% of al l 
repl i es .  In con tras t ,  3%  of the responden ts repl ied that they furnished 
their homes in accordance wi th the principles of the - New Realism 
(neue Sach l ich keit); they s tressed the quant i ta tive aspects of their 
furni shings less than the qual i tative, that is  form, colour and division 
of  space as wel l as the avoidance of useless furni ture . 

Some 1 3% of the total repl ies came under the heading No specia l 
decoration .  These repl ies were given by people who regarded 
decora tion of the home as something superfl uous and who bel ieved 
that cl ean l iness , simpl i ci ty and order were the bes t ornaments a 
dwel l ing could have .  . 

I f  one looks a t the ques tion in rela tion to the occupational 

s i tuat ion of the responden t ,  it becomes clear that whi te-collar workers 
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and others repl ied s ign i ficant ly more frequen tly than ski l led and 
unski l led workers. This  indicates that the dwel l ing basical ly has 
greater meaning in middle-class circles; it is  regarded to a certain 
exten t as  a property , as  a ci tadel of family l i fe .  Another indica tion for 
the importance of the dwel l ing for thi s  group is shown by the data on 
housing cos ts which reveal tha t  whi te-col lar workers general ly spen t 
more on ren t than did manual workers .  I t  was a l so noticeable that 
whi te -col lar  workers and others tended to name bric-a-brac 
more of ten than manual  workers . It is precisely in th is  that an indirect 
connection between the type of decora tion in the home and a typi 
cal middle-class character-type can be seen;  after al l ,  the tendency 
to co l lect decora tive obj ects is often based more on the joy of 
possession than on the beauty of the obj ects themselves (see Table 
3 . 20) .  

An examination of repl ies according to pol i tical orien tation shows 
a s imi lar distribution -on average 40%-of the conven tional category 
Flowers and p ictu res. The only exceptions here were the National 
Social i s ts ,  of whom 72%-thus representing a signi fican tly large 
proportion -repl ied in thi s  manner. Differences between pol i tical  
groupings became apparent when analysing the categories 
Sach lich keit and bric-a-brac. A significan t di fference exi sted here; 
fi rs tly between Social Democrats and Communis ts-where 1 0% of the 
former men tioned bric-a-brac, only 4% of the Communis ts did so. 
Among the Left Socia l i sts ,  thi s  reply was not found a t  a l l ;  here , more 
frequently than in  other groups,  Sachl ichkeit was given as  an 
answer. Fina l l y ,  a signi ficantly larger proportion of  Communists 
repl ied wi th no particu lar decora tion .  These differences can in 
general be traced to di fferences in the world-view of  the radica l  
parties . The wish to furnish the dwel l ing as  simply as possible 
corresponds wi th a certain ascetic tendency among the Communists 
not to concern themselves wi th such trivia l i ties so long as more 
importan t questions remained unresolved. In  contrast ,  the Left 
Social i s ts tended towards the opin ion tha t  an education was also 
desirable in cul tural matters . 

Examples of answers according to response categories : 

1 )  'Wi th flowers , landscape pain tings ,  woodcuts and paper cut
outs . '  
'Wi th pictures which I pain ted and framed mysel f. ' 

2 )  ' Calendars and bronze re l iefs. ' 
'Animals in porcelain ,  pictures . ' 
' Pictures of nature, cushions, tablecloths and embroideries . '  
'Wall  hangings . ' 
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3 )  'Sach lich keit ' .  

' Every piece of furn i ture should serve , through i ts functional 
form and harmoniou s colour,  to decorate the home. Artificial 
decoration is  then su perfluous ,  except for the occasional flower. ' 

4)  'Through cleanl iness ; I also l ike flowers . '  
'Through cleanl iness alone. ' 
'Ascetic ,  qu i te s imple. ' 

Ques tion 24 1 :  
Wha t pictures and photograp hs have you hung up? 
Although th is quest ion is  s imi lar to Question 240, i t  is  much more 
specific. I t  could mostly be a nswered directly ,  since i f  one was not 
immediately sure of the answer , one only needed to look around. No 
more than a si mple factual reply was required, ( . . .  ) whereas Ques tion 
240 demanded a general ization and s tructu ring of separate facts in 
order to be able to ascribe them to the various taste ca tegories . I t  is 
therefore not surprising that question 24 1 was answered signi ficantl y 
more often ,  in  8 1 3  of cases , compared to 673 for Question 240. 

Our classification was rela ted on the one hand to the object 
represen ted , for example the depicted person , and , on the other, to the 
nature of the relationship of the respondent to the picture.  The 
individua l or conven tional qual i ty of th is re lationship cou ld be 
decided from the pictures named ( . . .  ) .  In to the conven t ional category ,  
for example,  came picture pos tcards ,  mottoes , 'beauti fu l  sunsets ' ,  
represen tations wi th an  em otional appeal and the usual 'bedroom 
art ' ,  as wel l as 'original oi l  paint ings ' from department s tores
every thing which cou ld be cal led k i tsch . Those pictures designated 
individua l were mostly reproductions of old and modern masters 
and prin ts  as wel l as re la ted types of graphic art .  

In  those repl ies which could be classi fied according to the person 
represen ted ,  the rela tionship to the respondent  was based ei ther on 
fami ly  connections or on poli tical convictions.  In the category 
Family p ictures (a lone or toge ther w ith others), diplomas or 
honorary documen ts of family  members (usual ly  the father 's )  were 
inc1uded . The category Socia list  leaders, on the other hand, contained 
pictures of Marx , Lenin , Karl Liebknech t ,  Rosa Luxem burg, 
Lassa l le ,  Behel and Friedrich Ebert , bu t not a si ngle one of a l iving 
leader. Hindenberg, Ludendorff, Frederick the Great ,  the Great 
Elector , Mu ssol ini  and Hi tler were a l l  assigned to the category 
Dictators and genera ls. Most of the replies (4 1 3 ) came in to the 
ca tegory Fam ily pictures, which was rem iniscent  in i t s  implications 
of the Flowers and pictures answer in Ques tion 240,  which had been 

given in 403 of cases . Such a h igh percen tage of im precise repl ies 
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indica tes a certain retarda tion in cul tura l developmen t; but this  
fac tor , which also appl ied to play and fi l m  preferences , was not the 
on ly de terminan t .  O ther causes had more to do w i th strong ties w i th 
the fam i l y  and paren ts as wel l as  w i th es tab l i shed tradi t ions ( see . 
Table 3 . 2 1  ) .  

The divis ion of repl ies according to occupat iona l  types shows tha t 
whi te·col lar  workers not only responded more frequen tly than 
manual workers or the unemployed , bu t tha t they a l so more 
frequen tl y had a personal connection with the pictures ( . . .  ) .  This 
trend can equaJ.ly be seen in the ques t ion re lat ing to favouri te books 
and plays . As wi th their homes , white·col lar workers were also more 
in terested in cul tural matters in the rea lm of education (Bi ldung) 
than were manual workers-a conclus ion which accords wi th the 
resul ts of Ques tion 240. This phenomenon was confirmed in  other 
inves t iga tions by the fact that ,  in comparison wi th manual workers ,  
expendi ture on ren t and cu l tura l  needs p layed a re la t ively large role 
among whi te·col lar workers . Si nce , on average , they did not receive 
h igher wages than manual workers , one reason for this  di fference 
may have been tha t  manual workers needed more ,  and more 
expen sive, food beca use of thei r physica l ly  exacting work . On the 
other hand , it was a l so based on a feel ing, frequen t l y  to be found 
among whi tc·col lar  workers , of  ideological closeness to the m iddle 
class .  ( . . .  ) More than the (non ·exi s ting) h igh er income, a secondary 
education (m iddle and grammar school ) ,  as wel l as the B ildu ng 
thereby acqu ired,  offered the whi te·col lar  worker a basic cri terion for 
deeming h imsel f to be long to the 'be t ter '  sor t of people. At the 
same t ime th i s  ideology rea l ly  does lead to a grea ter unders tanding of 
l i tera ture and art and faci l i ta tes  a genuine  and spon taneous in terest  
in  these fields . The higher response ra te of whi te·col lar workers ( . . .  ) 
reflects their grea ter pride in Bildung as a symbol of 'h igher '  
ambi t ions ,  as wel l  as a more in tense i n teres t in cu l tural ques tions ;  the 
larger number of ' i ndividual ' answers given in this group is  an 
indica tion of real in teres t as wel l  as of pronounced cu l tural  needs (see 
Table 3 . 22 ) .  

As was expected , pictures o f  pol i t ical  leaders correlated wi th the 
pol i tica l affi l iation of the responden ts .  A com bina tion of both the 
ca tegories in which socia l i s t  l eaders were named-Socia l ist leaders 
as wel l as Socia list leaders and  fam ily pictu res- was fou nd 
s ign i ficant ly  more often among Commun is ts and Left Socia l i s ts than 
among Socia l Democra ts . In the firs t two groups pol i tical 
perceptions were more clo�el y bound up wi th everyday l i fe than 
among the Social Democra ts . This  was true above all of officials in 
the KPD and, to a lesser exten t ,  in  the SPD ,  who named pictures of 
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Socia l i s t  leaders s ignificantly more often than did supporters .  In 
accordance with their pol i tical orien tation , the repl ies of the 
Na tional Social i s ts s igni fican tly often fel l  in to the ca tegory Dicta tors, 
genera ls and family pictures (473 ) .  The Social  Democra ts named 
individual pictures much more frequent ly  than the Communists ,  
namely 1 73 compared wi th 83.  This resu l t  can be part ly  expla ined by 
the larger role  assu med by cu l tural questions i n  the organizational 
and educational work of the Social Democrats ,  whereas the 
Communists s tressed economic and pol i ti ca l  problems.  For those 
Social Democrats who were al so whi te-col lar workers ,  the ambi tions 
and att i tudes of the middle class could a l so have added to this  
difference. 

Questions 244/45 : 
Do you have any favourite books? Wh ich?  
Books are regarded as cul tural goods of the  first rank m uch more than 
are other obj ects in  the aes thetic field.  They serve as an establ i shed 
cu l tural inheri tance to wh ich much attention is given in school , 
wh ich adds its own specific emphasi s ;  some teachers  regard a 
knowledge of l i terature as the dis tinctive characteri s t ic of a 'cul tured' 
person . Thi s  view i s  shared by many people, especial l y  in the lower
middle-class , who have taken on the conven tional standards of 
school .  

S ince cu l ture has a h igh prestige value ,  there was a s trong i ncentive 
to communicate an in teres t  i n  books when answering this  question. 
One must be aware tha t many people cal l those books their favouri te 
which are conven tional ly  regarded as good i n  order to show that  they 
possess the 'righ t ' k ind of  cu l ture. But cu l tural interes t can transcend 
the level of school - transmi t ted norms and lead to an independen t 
judgemen t of l i terary val ues .  Such a relat ionship to l i terature may 
a lso sa ti sfy a desire for prestige; bu t in this case an in terest in books 
was to do mainly  wi th their con ten t .  In  such cases books do not 
fu nction as symbol s  of l i terary B i ldung, bu t as a means of extending 
knowledge or increasing ins igh t .  The dichotomy described above is  
natural l y  exaggera ted , s ince special i st knowledge can defin i tely be 
including Bildung. Nevertheless , we bel ieve that ,  on the whole,  the 
readers orien ta ted towards l i tera ture and those who are in teres ted in 
special i s t  topics represen t  two differen t psychological groups, each 
marked by specific att i tudes . The cri teria by which we categorized the 
repl ies were derived from these views . We regarded the nature of the 
in terest in accordance wi th which favouri te books were selected as the 
basic starting-point  for our ca tegoriza tion.  The responden ts were 
accordingly divided in to two main groups:  one,  chiefly in teres ted in  
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( l i terary ) Bi ldung; the other, concen tra ted on the specif ic conten t of 
the books. In to the fi rs t group came the so-cal led com1en t iona l rep l ies 
which were predominan tly concerned wi th ga in ing prestige through 
school - transmitted B ildung. The individual  repl ies were those wh ich 
indica ted an independent in teres t and a s tronger individua l l i terary 
preference ,  a l though this by no means ru led ou t an ini tia l concern for 
prestige .  The terms ' individual ' and ' conventiona l ' ,  which we a l so 
used for Question 308,  are certa in ly  ra ther si mpl i s t ic ;  bu t we adopted 
them part ly in order to avoid long sen tences . Bas ica l l y ,  these terms are 
not meant  to descr.ibe the qual i ty of a book.  but  the relat ionship of the 
respondent to i t ,  even if the two aspects are sometimes qu i te 
in separable .  But there are a l so many examples of  their mutual  
independence:  for example ,  classica l  l i tera ture was hardly produced 
out  of a conven tiona l a t t i tude , whereas many respondents who chose 
classical  l i tera ture had a to ta l ly  conven tional a t ti tude towards i t .  

Those repl ies ca tegori zed as Individua l were then divided in to 
those showing Interest in scien tific and tech n ica l books and those 
with an In terest in socia l  and poli t ica l prob lems. This las t  grou p was 
fu rther subdivided into Marxist literature, R eform ist l i terature, No

ve ls of socia l crit icism an d workers'  fict ion  and Nationa lis t ,  monar
chists, and r:rzilitarist literature.  The ca tegory Novels of socia l criticism 
mos tly con tained au thors l ike Zola ,  U pton Sincla i r, Jack London and 
Maxim Gorki .  These au thors were probably chosen by responden ts 
because they va lued thei r in terest in socia l  questions a nd cri t ica l  
represen tation of  modern society (see Table 3 .23 ) .  

I f  one analyzes the responses according to  the occupat ional 
s i tuation of the respondents ,  revea l ing di fferences be tween manual 
and whi te-col lar workers can be seen : the la tter not only repl ied more 
frequen tly ,  but a l so con tained a higher percen tage of indiuidua l 
answers . Compared wi th manual workers , cu l tura l  va l ues had a 
higher pres tige val ue for whi te-col lar workers , and this  carried a finer 
j udgement  and grea ter unders tanding of l i tera ture wi th i t . Another 
special  fea ture was that a signi fican tly higher percentage of the 
unemployed than of other occu pa tional groups were concerned wi th 
social and po li tica l  problems-a di fference which is probabl y due to 
the large numbers of Communists  among the u nemployed (see 
Table 3 . 24) . 

Apart from the non-vo ters ,  the Social  Democra ts repl ied least  of  ten 
among the politica l groups ,  being dist inguished in this respect from 
the Communists who had a significant ly  higher response rate.  There 
are many reasons why each po l i tica l  group showed a vary ing in teres t 
in books . Among the bi irgerliche supporters a predominant ly  
conven tional interest in Bildung was apparen t ;  they had a sign i fi -
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can t ly  h igh response rate in this category . Communists ,  Left 
Social is ts and National Social is ts were more concerned wi th social 
and pol i tica l  problems and provided a higher percentage of the 
repl ies in this ca tegory than the Social Democrats and the 
Bilrgerliche -reaching a sign ificant  level among the Communists 
and Left Socia l is ts ,  but indicating no more than a tendency among 
the National Social ists .  Compared with mere supporters , party 
mem bers were fundamen tal l y  more inte res ted in social themes . This 
appl ies to the Communis ts as wel l as the Social Democrats .  I t  is 
noteworthy that National Social i s t s ,  having a s trong in teres t in social 
proble!Ils ,  hardly  read books in the Nationa list e tc. category , but 
rather those which cri tici zed the social order from the left-wing 
s tandpoint  (303 as opposed to 63) .  This  makes it clear once again that 
ant i -capi tal i s t  tendencies-at leas t at th is  t ime-decidedl y  helped to 
s trengthen the support for the National Social i s ts (see Table 3 .25; and 
also compare wi th Question 1 35 ) .  

In teres ting correlations were derived from analyses relating to age. 
With increasing age ,  in terest in books decl ines sharply-which is 
on ly  part ly to be explained by the fact that older responden ts tended 
to move towards the burgerliche parties . The s tronges t in teres t in 
socia l  l i tera ture and the weakest in Bildung l i terature was shown in 
the younges t age -grou ps , which may be at tributed mainly to the 
infl uence of the Socialist youth movemen t which encouraged the 
reading of social cri ticism and pol i tica l  books . 

Examples of answers according to response categories : 

1 )  ' Dos toevsky, Traven , Anatole France ' .  
' Schopen hauer, Klabund ' .  
'B uddenb rooks, King Co le'. 
' Nietzsche, Zarathustra ;  Thomas Mann ,  Death in Ven ice, Disorder 
and Early Sorrow ' .  
'Buchner, Dan ton;  Masereel ,  The Passion of a Man ' .  

2 )  'Al l  classical authors ' .  
'Goe the, Schi l l er ,  Storm ' .  
'Boel sche, Hauptman n,  Lons,  Freytag' . 
'Anzengruber, Ganghofer , Zahn ' .  
'Classical  l i terature, but n o  novels or s imi lar rubbish ' .  

3 )  ' Karl Marx , Behel ,  Lassal le ,  Engels ' .  
' His torical material ism , economics ' .  
'The his tory o f  the German and Russian Revol utions ' .  
'Novel s :  Zola, Jack London , Sinclair ,  Barbusse ; Darwin ; Marx, 
Len in ' .  

4)  'The works o f  Social Democratic leaders ' .  
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'Trade union l i terature ' .  
'S inzheimer: labou r legislation ' .  
'Traven ' .  

5 )  'Jack London ' .  
'Gladkow' .  
' New Proletarian li terature ' .  

6) ' Books about  architecture ' .  
' Legal books ' .  
'About  the development o f  aeroplane construction ' .  
'Natural his tory, the Universe, Urania ' .  

Ques tions 308/09 : 

1 4 1  

Whai are your favourite p lays ca l led? What  are your favourite films 
ca lled?  
After the  end of  the  World War a s trong in teres t in  theatre and fi lm 
developed amongs t manual as  wel l  as  mos t whi te-collar workers . The 
inven tion of fi lms and thei r growing populari ty was a new 
phenomenon, whi le  theatre vi si ts up to the War had chiefly been a 
pas time of the wel l - to-do upper middle-class , in the same way that 
opera had previously only been accessible to court society . Access to 
plays and fi lms was impeded by two factors :  fi lms laboured under the 
handicap of not being considered an art form , an opinion supported 
by a large part in  the middle class .  Fi lms were regarded as 'cheap 
en tertainment '  and were not i ncluded in the realm of Bildung. Plays, 
on the o ther hand , were so encumbered by middle-class tradi tion and 
had become such an el i te concern tha t it was diffi cu l t  for many people 
ou ts ide the middle-class to develop a spontaneous rela tionship 
towards them . In these circums tances the development of a new 
a t ti tude towards the theatre requi red a capaci ty for open and 
independent  j udgemen t .  Whereas no cri teria for j udgement had ye t 
evolved for fi lm,  those for plays were wel l -es tabl ished and had 
become general ly  accepted. These obs tacles made a response to both 
ques tions difficu l t , and the problem was of ten avoided, or evaded , by 
resorting to cl iches .  To some extent these factors were counter
balanced by the posi tive i nfluence of the left-wing part ies whose 
trade unions and cu l tural  organizat ions were very concerned to 
spread an in teres t in the theatre and, partly , in fi lms.  For example, the 
Vo lksbuh n e  movement was supported by the Social  Democrats and , 
to a lesser exten t ,  by the Communists ;  through this the thea tre was 
supposed to be made accessible  to workers and to arouse thei r in teres t. 
Such organizations ,  which were ei ther purely proletarian or had a 
mi xed membership, were, however , only to be found in the larger 
towns .  
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The proportion of non-replies is ,  at 5 1  %, s igni ficantly higher than 
for the previous ques tion regarding favouri te books (433) ,  and this 
shows that concern with l i terature at that time had both a richer 
tradition and was more widespread. But one mus t also add that an 
in teres t in  theatre and fi lms decl ines with age , a factor that is 
confi rmed by the large number of non-replies in the older age-groups.  

Table 3.26: Non-replies according to  age (% )  

Under 2 1 2 1 -30 3 1 -50 5 1  and older Tota l 

Theatre 43 46 52 73 5 1  

Film 44 39 58 79 5 1  

This  resu l t  may b e  partly  explained b y  the fact that the growing 
in teres t in  theatre and fi lms was a relatively new phenomenon which 
had by-passed the older generation. As in  the question regarding 
favourite books , whi te-col lar workers preferred tradi tional forms of 
cu l ture above other occupational groups.  It  was not by chance tht 
they had the highes t response rate wi th regard to plays ,  whi le  at  the 
same t ime sharing the conven tional negative views on fi l m .  

Table 3.27: Non-replies according to occupation (%) 

unskil led ski l led white unemployed other Tota l 

manual manual collar 

Thea tre 64 56 42 49 45 5 1  

Film 64 50·  54 46 56 5 1  

There may be several reasons for the atti tude o f  whi te-col lar 
workers : they may have fel t  that showing an in terest in fi lms was 
frowned upon , and for this reason they tried to h ide i t ;  or they may 
have been afraid to offer an opinion , given the lack of es tabli shed 
cri tical s tandards for fi lm .  The same trend is to be seen in the group 
Other. On the other hand.  ski l led workers and the unemployed 
replied to the ques tion about favouri te fi lms more often than to 
q ues tions about plays.  

An analysis of non-replies according to pol i t ical orien tation 
presents the fol lowing picture : compared with the Social Democrats 
and burgerliche supporters , the Communists had a higher response 
rate in bo th cases so that one can ascribe a greater level of i n teres t to 
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them . Even more than the Left Social is ts ,  the Communists tended to 
reply more wi l l ingly to ques tions regarding fi lm than to ques tions 
concerning plays . At the same time , correlations wi th income 
distribution make clear that this resu l t  cannot be ascribed to the lower 
income of the Communists , but is apparently due to actual poli tical 
orientation . In con trast .  the b ilrgerl ich e and National Socia l is t  
supporters showed a stronger in teres t in  the theatre, which may be 
explained by the fact that they frequen tly belonged to the middle-class 
and were therefore to adopt a posi tive atti tude towards tradi tional 
values. The same factor, however , played a role among a large section 
of the Social  Democrats . Here the Volksbilhne movement led to a 
more marked preoccupation with theatre, whereas the Communists 
clearly favoured fi lms ,  particu larly Russian ones . These fi lms 
dramatica l ly  confirmed their party doctri nes and moved many people 
more than did the relativel y isolated experiments of revolu tionary 
theatre . 

As wi th answers abou t favourite books, repl ies relating to the 
theatre were classi fied accordi ng to the nature of the in teres t shown; 
i .e . ,  what type of plays did the respondent choose and what 
qual i tative relationships were being expressed? For many re
sponden ts ,  the left-wing tendency of a play was the cri terion on which 
they based their choice.  These repl ies were grouped together in to the 
category R evo lutionary tendency . Other respondents based their 
judgments on theatrica l  or l i terary values , and here we distingui shed 
between convent ional  and individua l atti tudes . Att i tudes designated 
as Conven tional  were those by which, for example, classical operas 
were selected , above a l l  those of Wagner , or dramas by Schi l ler and 
Goethe, or popular actors and opere ttas ,  such as the frequen tly 
named Three Musketeers. Al l  these works were ei ther known 
through school or were approved of by conventional taste. The 
Individua l category, however, included answers naming modern 
au thors such as Georg Kaiser, Klabund, Gerhart Hauptmann ,  
George Bernard Shaw and Strindberg , ei ther individually or  together 
wi th classical dramas. 

Answers naming plays wi th revolu tionary tendencies diminished 
wi th increasing age and disappeared completely among the over
fi fties . The in fluence of tradit ion mean t that there was no great 
in teres t in  the contemporary scene among the older generation; but ,  
in addi tion ,  i t  must  be noted that a large number of over-fi f ty-year
olds were bilrgerliche  supporters . 

The distribution of replies according to occupational type showed 
that i t  was whi te-col lar workers as a group who were most l i kely to 
value  tradi tional elemen ts, above a l l  as represen ted by the theatre. As 
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wi th the group Others, they had a tendency to reply more frequently 
than manual workers and the unemployed in  the ca tegories 
Conventional  and Individua l; but they were less l ikely  to be found 
in the category Revolutionary tendency . 

An analysis of repl ies according to pol i tical orien tation shows that 
conventiona l atti tudes increased from Left to Right .  They were to be 
found significan tly more often among National Socialists ,  
bilrgerliche supporters and Social Democrats than among Left 
Socialists and Communists .  But marked differences were found 
between officials and voters among the Communists, wi th voters 
giving conven tional answers significan tly more frequently than 
officials . Up to a certain point  the Social Democrats had adopted the 
conven tional view of theatre. National Socialists and Burgerliche had 
only  a sl ightly higher percen tage of conventiona l  replies .  In 
con trast ,  on l y  repl ies from left-wing groups appeared in the category 
Revolutionary tendency,  in which the Communist and Left 
Social is ts were represen ted signi ficantly more often than the Social 
Democrats .  Final ly ,  Individua l replies were distributed almos t 
equal ly between al l groups. 

Replies concerning favouri te fi lms were partly classi fied according 
to di fferen t cri teria ,  as the element of tradition was,  for al l practica l  
purposes . to tal ly  mi ssing. There were , however,  some parallel s ;  th us 
Russian fi lms migh t be compared wi th revolutionary plays . The 
category Conven tional  compromised the current mass-productions 
in the fi lm indus try; they are shor t-Ii ved and their populari ty depends 
on the populari ty of an individual actor or on simi lar factors. Into 
this  category came those answers which spoke of s tars l ike Henny 
Porten and Douglas Fairbanks and of fi lms l ike Wa ltz of Love, The 
jazz Singer or Flute Concerto of Sanssouci. Although not reveal ing 
a conventional atti tude towards classical cul ture in the sense of 
Ques tion 308, these replies were nevertheless similar in  type to those 
relating to the theatre which men tioned detective plays or operettas. 
But one could talk of an Individua l at ti tude, i f  great artistic 
achievements in fi lm,  above al l works by Chaplin or Rene Clair, 
were named. In our data, these works were mentioned almost 
exclusively at the same time as Russian fi lms .  Al though some of the 
early Russian fi lms may have been chosen because of their arti s tic 
con tent-particularly  the oft-named Batt lesh ip Potemkin-a de
cision could no t be made in every case whether the revolutionary 
tendency or the artist ic quali ty had been the decisive factor. For this 
reason ,  these replies were al l  grouped into the descriptive category 
Russian fi lms, a lone or together w ith other good fi lms. 

If one analyz.es the replies in relation to poli tical orien tation , the 
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left-w ing groups , as  expected , chose R ussian fi lms etc .  sign i ficant ly  
more of ten than the biirgerlich e and Na tiona l Socia l i s t  supporters .  
Wi th in the Left, these fi lms  were chosen s ign i ficant ly  more often by 
radical s ,  i . e . by Communists and Left Socia l ists ,  than by Social 
Democra ts .  For Convent ional  fi l ms this rank  order i s  partly 
reversed : National Social is ts  and Socia l  Democra ts named these 
significan tly more often , and bi1rgerliche supporters had a tendency 
to name these more often than did the Communists .  Di fferences were 
a l so to be foun d between officia l s  and supporters :  officia l s  of the 
SPD as wel l as the KPD preferred Russian fi lms  s l ight ly more often , 
and named Conven tional  fi lms sl igh tly less often , than did 
supporters . 

Examples of answers according to response ca tegories : 

Ques tion 308 : ( thea tre )  
1 )  'Lohengrin , Carmen , Mignon ' .  

'Peer Gynt ,  operas l ike Tiefland ' .  
'Operettas ' .  
' Comedies ' . 
'Egmont ,  Don Carlos, Freischutz, Undine, Carmen , Verdi ' s  
operas ' . 

2 )  ' Hauptmann,  Mol nar, Shaw , S trindberg' . 
' Schnitzler, Kaiser ' .  

3 )  'Brech t ,  Beggar's Opera ; Toller ,  Hopp la, w e  live; Rasputin , 
Paragraph 218 ' .  
' The Cat taro Sailors ' .  
'Paragraph 21 8 ,  Sacco & Vanzet t i, Mahoganny (Brech t ) ' . 

Question 309:  ( f i lm ) 
1 )  'Russian fi lms ,  Chapl i n ' . 

'Potemkin ,  Storm over A sia ' .  
'E i sens tein and Chapl i n ' . 
'Russian fi lms ,  Sous les Toi ts de Paris ' .  

2 ) ' Douglas Fa irbanks ' .  
'Ben Hur' . 

' The Jazz Singer, The S inging Fool ' .  

Question 338 :  
Do you like jazz? 

As with o ther questions ,  reactions to j azz were not en t irely determined 
by personal tas te or aes thetic s tandards;  they refl ected ideologica l 
factors a t least as much as a t ti tudes towards musical va lues.  The 
widespread cri ticism of j azz em.braced general commen ts such as 
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sou l less, u ndiscip lined, immoral, stra nge, negro music, decaden t 
and un-German .  The erotic s timulus  of j azz me t rej ection 
from those who were in favour of  a s trict sexual mora l i ty; this 
reject ion was partly reinforced by the fact that ,  despi te their apparen t 
disgust ,  such people were often u nconsciously attracted to j azz. 
Lovers of sen t imen tal and roman tic music attacked j azz because of i ts 
s trange character and sharp syncopation which offended their 
mus ical sens ibi l i ties .  The defenders of jazz mostly belonged to those 
circles in  the lower-middle-class who fol lowed fashion and wan ted to 
be au courant  or who thought of themselves as exclusive . Jazz became 
popu lar in workers ' circles through the work of composers such as 
Kurt Wei l l  and Hans Eis ler ,  and was used in  poli tical songs . The 
sharp cri t icism of jazz in reactionary circles led to a growing number 
of supporters amongst left-wing workers , bu t it was also supported by 
those who saw in j azz new poss ibi l i ties for musical expression (see 
Table 3 . 32) .  

403 of responden ts approved of jazz ,  503 rej ected i t ,  and 1 03 did  not 
reply .  A posi t ive correlation was establi shed in re lation to age :  those 
over 30 gave a negative answer significant ly  more often , and a pos i tive 
one sign i ficant ly less often . The main reason for this  seems to be that 
a genera tion which had grown up wi th conven tional wal tz  tunes and 
sent imenta l  opere ttas could hardly come to u nderstand the new style .  

In  relation to po li t ica l type the distribution of replies shows that 
Communis ts repl ied significant ly  more posi t ively ,  and less 
negatively ,  than did the Social Democrats and Burgerliche .  A further 
analysis  by age showed that th i s  difference was not overcome by 
varia tions in age .  Despi te official rej ection by their  party , the 
percen tage of National Social i s ts who approved qf j azz was nearly as 
great as tha t of the Communis ts ,  but because of the small number of 
National Social i s ts in our sample,  this difference from other pol i t ical 
parties cannot be regarded as val idated . 

Ques tions 323/24 :  
Do you l ike  present-day wo men 's fash ions (e .g .  short skirts, si lk 
stock ings?) Do you like short ha ir in women ? 
At the time of our inquiry short skirts ,  s i lk  s tockings and short hair 
(Bub ikopf) were widespread and largely accepted by the general 
popula tion.  This fashion was connected wi th genera l  a t tempts at 
female emancipa tion; a grea ter freedom of social pos i t ion as wel l  as of 
sexual  norms must  be noted here , together with greater participa tion 
in  sport and increasing freedom of action for women.  The fashions of 
the 1 920s di ffered from earl ier and later trends in several respects :  
conventional differences be tween men and women became as blurred 



T
a

b
le

 
3

.3
2

: 
Q

ue
st

io
n

 3
38

: D
o 

yo
u

 l
ik

e 
ja

zz
� 

A
n

sw
er

s  
a c

c o
rd

in
g

 t
o

 a
g

e
(%

) 

R
es

po
n

se
 c

a
te

g
o

ri
es

 
A

g
e 

U
n

d
er

 2
1 

l 
Y

es
 

41
 

2 
Y

es
, 

w
ith

 r
es

er
va

ti
o

n
s 

3 

3 
N

o
 

35
 

4 
N

o
 a

n
sw

er
 

2
1 

T
o

ta
l 

10
0 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
re

sp
o

n
d

en
ts

 
34

 

2
1-

30
 

45
 8 38
 9 

10
0 

23
8 

T
o

ta
l 

31
-5

0 
51

 a
n

d
 o

ve
r 

N
o

 a
g

e 
g

iv
en

 

26
 

20
 

40
 

34
 

5 
2 

-
6 

59
 

66
 

40
 

50
 

10
 

12
 

20
 

10
 

10
0 

10
0 

100
 

10
0 

25
8 

49
 

5 
58

4 



1 52 The Working C lass in TVeim a r  G ermany 

as di fferences between younger and older women, amount ing a l l  in  
a l l  to  the el imination of individual role differences as  wel l  as  of the 
tradi tional ideas tha t wen t with th is .  These a tti tudes were most 
clearly man ifested by short hair ,  to a lesser extent  by short skir ts ,  and 
hardly a t  all  by sil k s tockings , which were in any case an unatta i nable 
l uxury for many people.  

The answers did not in terest us �o much as showing an aesthetic 
response to fash ion as in relation to the responden t ' s  view of the 
values associated wi th this . S ince the fashionable image was 
independen t of general l y  accepted val ues , and was even regarded as 
conventional , an affirmative response could not, on i ts own,  be seen 
as evidence for a progressive a tti tude. On the other hand, it cannot be 
denied that a fundamental ly  negat ive a tti tude undoubted ly 
signified a rejection of a progressive poin t  of view ,  and was to be 
in terpreted as an expression of prudery or some si mi lar a t t i tude. 

The response rate to both questions was very h igh : 933 for women 's  
fashions , 953 for shor t hair .  The maj ori ty of responden ts gave posi 
tive answers, 783 to the fi rs t ques tion and 8 1 3 to the second . In some 
cases only s i lk  stockings were rej ected ,  but these replies were counted 
in wi th affirmative answers, s ince they did not refl ect  a progressive or 
conservative a tti tude . to women , but  were ra ther a protes t  agains t 
luxury .  In two cases , which were also counted in  wi th posi tive repl ies , 
the objection was only to short skirts (see Table 3 . 33 ) .  

An analysis o f  answers according t o  occupational groups showed 
that 463 of the unemployed were in favour of the current  women 's  
fashion. This proportion i s  smal ler than for any other group and 
signi fican tly lower than for ski l led manual and whi te-col lar  workers , 
each with 6 1 3 .  The negative answers were al so relativel y h igh in  this  
group: compared with 83 of skil led manual and 93 of  wh i te-col lar 
workers, 1 83 of the u nemployed declared themsel ves to be agains t  
women 's  fash ion ( see Table 3 .34 ) .  

In  contras t ,  the response to the question about  sh ort h a ir was not 
more nega tive than in  the other occupational groups .  The nega tive 
a tti tude to Question 323 migh t  therefore a l so be in terpre ted as a 
protest  against  the term fash ion ; for the unemployed fash io na b le 
objects were most ly  l uxury articles , and as such were firmly rej ected 
by people in their economic pos i tion .  Thi s  opposi tional a t t i tude 
became most apparen t in the ques tion about  si l k s tock ings , which 
was the most frequen tly cri ticised by the unemployed. A correlation of 
the repl ies with polit ica l orientat ion showed s imi lar di fferences for 
bo th q uestions ( see Table 3 . 35 and 3 . 36 ) .  

I n  contrast to  the  Righ t ,  members o( l eft-wing parties responded 
significan tly more often wi th Yes and sign i fican tl y less often wi th 
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No . Silk s lockings were probably rejecled by lhese groups because 
they were seen as l uxury anicles ,  whereas shon hair and skins were 
symbols of a progressive aui lude lowards lhe posi lion of women . 

There were no s la li s lical l y va l id di fferences wi lh regard to age . 
However, an exceplion is lo be noled in rela lion lo shon hair ,  since 
here lhere was a signi fican t trend lowards decreasing approval and 
increasing rejeclion , i f  rela ted lo age . Analysis according lo sex 
showed lhal  women rej ec led the current fashion more often lhan 
men . This indica les lhal  lhe feminine wish lo be dressed in  the newes l 
fash ion was h idden by ideologica l and olher cons idera lions . 

Examples of answers according lo response ca legories . 

Ques l ion 323 :  
Do y o l l  L ike p resen t-day w om en 's fash ion ? 
1 )  'Good , i l  is praclical . '  

'Why nol? ' 
' I t  is nol  a ques lion of l iking. I t  is praclical . '  
' Yes ,  bu l  nol because of i ls erolic elemenls ,  bu l because i l  is more 
hygienic. ' 
' I  am nol a prude. ' 
' Short skirts ,  yes . S i lk  s lockings ,  yes . With shor t skirts on� can see 
a woman 's bui ld (posi lion of lhe legs ) .  If we wish lo have a good 
choice for breeding, lhis is necessary . Good posi lioning of lhe legs 
indica les a good pe lvic bui ld . '  

4 )  ' In modera lion . ' 
' Yes ,  up lO lhe calf .  A l lows freedom of movement and doesn ' l  s l ir 
up dus l . ' 
' I t  doesn ' l  appeal lo me as fashion , bul i l  i s  praclical . '  
' Yes ,  as long as i l  i s  nol  unheal lhy. ' 
' Sum mer, comfor table ;  win ler, flu . ' 
' I t  could be a bi l  longer. ' 
' Every lhing can be exaggera led . '  

5 )  ' I  hale i l . '  
'Terrible . '  

6 )  ' I ts a ques lion of personal opinion . ' 
'Everyone should dress as  lhey l ike . ' 
' I  could answer wi lh regard lo a panicular fash ion , bul nol such a 
general queslion . '  
' De gust ib us e lc .  In an y case lhe presen t fash ion offers women 
more comfort , and is more hygienic . '  
'One can nol have any preferences here . ' 
' A  ques l ion of las te . ' 
' l l i s  di fficul l lo say, because loday lhere are short dresses , 
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tomorrow long dresses, and next year no dresses at a l l . '  
' I  a m  not concerned wi th this . ' 

Question 324: Do you l i ke short hair (Bub ikopf)? 
l )  ' Short hair, if wel l groomed, l ooks very good. '  

'Yes, i t leaves more room for individual tas te. ' 
'Yes. Short hair i s  an advance .on " the good old days" . '  

2 )  'No, long hair i s  the most beautiful adornment of a woman; take i t  
away,  and most of them look l i ke scarecrows . ' 
'No, a woman should make herse l f  beauti fu l  with tha t which 
na ture has given her. ' 
'No,  a man ' s  haircut i s  wi thout charm when worn by a woman . '  
'No,  because this  form o f  artificia l i ty spoil s  much which i s  simple 
and beau tiful about our women and girl s . '  

Question 325:  
Do you l ike the use of powder, perfume and lipst ick by a woman? 
Why / Why not ?  
Al though powder a n d  l ipstick became popular in Germany a t  abou t 
the same time as  short skirts and short hair, they were not  as widely 
accepted as in  the Uni ted States ,  for example .  Cosmetics were f irst  
used by the urban middle- and upper-c lass and then by sections of the 
workirig class .  The use of make-up, unl ike short skirts and short hair ,  
did not, however, function as a symbol of female emanci pa tion . 

The use of cosmetics were rejected on various grounds: they were 
declared immoral ,  un-German and unworthy of a decen t woman .  
Occasional l y  such mora l i zing and na tiona l i s tic a rguments were a l so 
used against  short skirts and hair-even if  in muted form-mainly by 
people from reactionary and na tional i s tic circles .  On the other hand,  
cosmetics were rejected as unhygienic ,  un-sporty or as an  expression 
of bourgeois decadence . In such cases ,  the argument  was not against  
the immora l ,  but agains t  the unna tura l  aspects of make-up, a l though 
the defini tions of ' natura l '  nearly a lways con ta ined unconcious 
mora l i zing elements .  For different rea sons ,  the rej ection of cosmetics 
occurred at  a l l  leve l s :  middle-class and na tiona l istic circles were in  
agreement here wi th large sections of the cla ss-conscious working 
class ,  a s  were members of the youth and sports movemen t, irrespective 
of whe ther these were na tional istic or socia l i s t .  Th is ex traordinari l y  
s trong rejection h a s  to be seen n o t  o n l y  as an expression of aggressive 
ideo logies ;  the sometimes wild den uncia tions a l so reveal a deep 
personal dis l ike .  The genera l l y  violent  reactions a l so show clearly 
how much emotion can be hidden beh ind an apparently marginal  
problem l ike cosmetics . This  provides a point  of departure for 
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poli tica l propagandists ,  who frequently seek to inflame such 
emotions further , in order to use them for their own purposes .  

The three objects concerned-face powder , perfume and l ipstick
were not a l l  a ttacked to the same degree : overwhelmingly, l ips tick 
came under a t tack ,  with powder in second place . Perfume was hardly 
reckoned to be in the same ca tegory: firs tly ,  i t  had long been in 
fashion before powder a nd l ipstick had come in to use; moreover, the 
arguments put  forward a gainst  make-up were hardly appropria te 
against  perfume. This i s  why those responden ts who were in favour of 
perfume or who accepted powder and l ipstick on rare occasions were 
put  amongst the No groups . 

A particu lar problem arose from the explanation tha t the use of 
cosmetics gave the face a mask-l ike expression; it was difficul t to 
decide here whether the responden t thought a mask concea led the 
ac tual face or if he was cri ticizing the immobi l i ty of i ts fea tures . In the 
firs t ins tance the answer would have been put  in to the ca tegory No, it 
is immora l, artific ia l, decept ive; in the second, into the ca tegory No, it 
is abhorrent ,  off-put t ing etc. The las t meaning seemed the over
riding one, and so a l l  such repl ies were put  in to the second ca tegory.  

Only very few respondents (5%)  did not answer the q uestion . Such a 
high response ra te points to a general in teres t in the q uestion: 
con trary to many pol i tical and personal q ues tions,  responden ts 
clearly perceived no obs tacles to offering their opinion in this 
instance. The proportion of nega tive repl ies was 84%; posi tive replies 
amounted to onl y 1 0% .  The largest  sub-group, which covered 33% of 
repl ies ,  argued for the ' un na tural ' nature of cosmetics; the second 
larges t group ( 1 2% ) presen ted directly mora l  objections.  

The correla tion of replies with sex showed tha t the use of cosmetics 
was significantly more often accepted by women than by men . The 
n umerica l  resu lts were 27% as opposed to 9%-a resul t which is in 
con tradiction to the a tti tude towards short skirts and hair .  Compared 
with cosmetics, a tti tudes towards dre'ss a nd hair were mainly 
de termined by the associa ted ideology. Men , who are genera l ly more 
progressive than women , were more incl ined to accept short hair and 
skirts .  In  con tra s t, the hope tha t the use of powder a nd l ips tick would 
increase their beau ty and a ttractiveness outweighed ideological 
principles among women . Final ly ,  i f  one looks a t  the age of the 
responden ts it appears , as  in Question 323 (women 's fashions ) ,  tha t 
thi s had l i t tle influence on repl ies .  

Examples of answers according to response ca tegories :  

1 )  ' Yes. I love l i fe .  Be tter to have a face wi th make-up than an ugly 

face (old  women excepted ) . '  
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'Yes.  Why not? ' 
2) 'Only where i t  is proper . ' 

' Powder prevents the skin from breathing; a di screet use of 
perfume is aesthetical ly  absolutely necessary to h ide body odours, 
s ince washing does not always help .  I am against  l ips tick because 
it smears . '  
'Yes, many women need i t  to ·hide deficiences . ' 
'Yes. A woman who needs to use them shou ld do so, bu t careful l y, 
so as not to cheat her husband.  A woman should always make 
hersel f  a ttractive only for her husband. ' 

3 )  ' Perfume etc. belongs in the dus tbi n . '  
'No. N o  comments needed . '  
'No. I am certainly not a Puri tan , but I a m  sure that women today 
go too far. ' 
'No. Only my personal opinion . ' 

4) ' I t  is l ike prostitution . '  
'No. Anyone i n  ful l  command of his  senses could not do anyth ing 
else but  abhor such unnatural , underhand practices .  After al l ,  we 
are not actors . ' 
'No, the articles referred to are superficial and appeal only to lus t, 
whereas a woman should attract a man through her mind and 
spiri t . ' 
'No, women should leave tha t  to those who need i t  for professional 
purposes . '  
'No, they are false since they hide faul ts ,  which has damaging 
consequences in a marriage .  Secondly ,  it i s  unheal thy . '  
' I  only love the truth. ' 
'A face is no shop·window . ' 
' No. Unaes thetic, pernicious , seductive, false . '  
' No trick can replace Nature . '  
'No. The use o f  every artificial cosmetic i s  a betrayal . Sensible ways 
of l iving and a heal thy diet do more for the beauty of a woman . '  
'No.  These things are certainly not German.  They may be alrigh t  
for French , I tal ian , Spanish and particularly Jewish women in 
order to hide their unpleasant smel l . ' 
'No. I t  is unworthy of a woman or mother . ' 
'No. The values of a German woman reside in her person . She has 
no need for the face·decorations of prim itive tribes . '  

5)  'Since i t  disfigures a person , they should show themselves a s  they 
are, and not make a carica ture out of themselves in order to be 
attractive . ' 
'No, every woman should try to increase her beau ty on a natural 
basi s . '  
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'No.  A girl or a woman should rely  on her natural beauty and not 
smear her face ful l . '  
' No .  Beauty cannot be s tuck , o r  pai nted , on; i t  res ts deep i n  the 
sou l .  And anyway ,  these methods are capi tal i st inventions . ' 
' No .  I t  i s  unnatural and disgusting. I t  i s  perhaps a rel ic of pre
h i s toric times or a relapse in to prehis toric vani ty. ' 
'No. A woman who uses powder, perfume and lipstick i s  not 
wor thy of becoming a wife ;  it i s  against  Nature and fi l l s  one wi th 
disgust . ' 
' I  despise such things. A married woman does not need to improve 
on nature ;  her goal -a husband-has been reached. ' 
' No. I t  appeals only to sexual i ty and destroys the naturalness of 
human and spiri tual relationships .  Why not be natural? '  

6) ' Unnecessary and harm ful ;  only poisons and clogs up the skin . '  
'No.  A freshly washed face i s  more hygienic than one which i s  
plastered wi th powder and make-up. ' 

7) ' I  am sati sfied , i f  a girl i s  clean and wel l -dressed . Powder etc. i s  a 
was te of time and money and i s  unhygienic. ' 
'No. If a woman l ives sensibly ,  does some sport , dresses wel l  and 
cares for her body, she does not need such thi ngs. ' 
'No,  a girl who washes herself  wel l does not need such rubbish.  
Perfume i s  mostly used to hide body odour. ' 
'No. A pret ty woman does not need technical aids to make her 
a t tractive. ' 
' No .  Needless waste of our national weal th . '  

8) 'A working class woman does not need this  and need not imi tate 
the habi ts of the bourgeoisie .  A woman i s  only at tractive i f  there i s  
nothing arti ficial about  her . '  
'No. The upper classes can d o  i t ;  the worker i s  beautifu l  enough 
wi thou t . '  
'No. I have a very s trong dis l ike o f  this form o f  pain ting. A 
worki ng-class woman can ' t  afford i t; i t  i s  actua l ly a sign of class 
di fference. ' 
'No. A woman has al l  the beau ty that she needs.  In any case i t  i s  
only bourgeois  nonsense to  di s tract women from their tasks. 
Insul ting to proletarians ,  i f  they wish to be proud of being 
proletarians . ' 

9) 'No.  I think i t  i s  terrible . ' 
'No.  Women made-up so artifici a l ly  disgust me. They only do i t  to 
arouse men . ' 

1 0) ' 1 leave i t  to the taste of my wife and female comrades (left-wi ng) . '  
'The maj ori ty o f  women have s o  much fi nesse and tact that men 
can only learn from them in th is respect . '  · 
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d . A t titu des to Women and Chi ldren 

[The fourth poin t  in which we were particularly in teres ted concerned 
the problem areas of  au thori ty ,  fami ly  and sexual i ty ;  the fo l lowing 
ques tions have been used as examples : 

Ques tion s 326/27 /28 :  Do you think i t  is right that women should 
have a job? Including married women? Why I 
Why not?  

Question s 62 1 122 :  Do you think one can bring up  chi ldren 
entirely wi thout corporal punishmen t?  
Reasons  for th is .  

Ques tion 624 : What do you and your wife th ink abou t early 
sex education for your children (birth, 
procreation ,  sexual diseases ) ?  

Ques tion 424 : What do you think about punishment for 
abortion? 

According to our theoretical conjectures , the family  in presen t-day 
society was the place where authoritarian tendencies were both l ikely  
and mos t  direct ly  expressed . The answers to the first two question s 
were accordingly to be used to clarify the state of pa triarchial or non 
patriarch ial  rela tionships .  An addi tional aspect ,  namely at t i tudes to 
sexual i ty,  was raised by the two other ques tions .  In both cases the 
re la tionship of a t ti tude and pol i tica l  orien tation are to be analyzed 
bu t ,  as in previous chapters , the main point  is  not to provide 
s tatis tica l ly  clear-cu t evidence ; the aim is rather to indica te possible 
rela tionships and tendencies . ]  

Questions 326/27/28 : 
Do you th in k  it is righ t that  women sho u ld have a job ?  Inc luding 
married w omen ? Why !  Why no t ? 
Since Marx and Engel s ,  the question of equal rights for women has 
played a dominan t role in Social is t  thought .  Thus Engels  had ear ly  in 
h i s  work drawn upon the most  importan t poin ts in  Morgan ' s  and 
Bachofen ' s  investigations of matriarch ial socie ties , whose im
por tance he  s t ressed repeatedly in his  s tudy on the origi ns  of property 
and the fami l y  (Cf. E .  Fromm,  1 934a ) .  Another example for the 
j ust ifica tion of equal rights be tween the sexes was given by August  
Behel in Die Frau und der Sozia lism us ( The Woman and Socia lism ) 
( 1 878) ;  in  this book,  which is among the mos t widely-read.works of  
German Social is t  l i tera ture , the  com plete emancipa tion of women 
was declared to be one of the most importan t a ims of Social i sm .  

The promotion of eq ual i ty and freedom for women is completely 
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in  accordance wi th the anti -authori tarian in tentions of Socia l i s t  
phi losophy , which constant ly  s tresses tha t no-one must be subj ect to 
the au thori ty of another person , nei ther pol i t ica l ly  nor economical ly . 
Accordingly women are i n  no way regarded as biological ly or 
otherwise inferior to men ; their 'weakness ' is the resu l t  of cen turies of 
oppression , which could be removed by ful l equali ty and freedom 
based on economic i ndependence. The analysis of  our data makes 
clear , however ,  that  a large number of Social i s ts and Communists did 
not  agree with these bas ic premises of their parties .  Economic as wel l  
a s  psychological factors may be responsible for th i s .  

On the  economic side, many workers , confron ted at the t ime of our 
survey wi th the feared or actual loss of their j obs ,  may have viewed 
women as dangerous competi tors , a l though they may have cont inued 
to adhere to the bel ief, independen t of actual economic pressures , that 
economic equal i ty of women in a future socia l i s t  society was possible .  
Given thi s  background-and indeed possibly for such reasons-the 
Social  Democratic Party had officia l ly  taken a far less radical pos i tion 
on the women 's ques tion than would in  effect have been j us ti fied by 
thei r basic phi losophy.  

On the other hand, responses may have been infl uenced by 
psychological fac tors , as many men exhibi t an au thori tarian tra i t  in  
their character . Deep down they have a strong wi sh to  have someone 
at their disposal who is weaker , who obeys and who admires them; 
th is  need not  surprise us  in  so far as an authori tarian character 
s tructure is  i tself the product of his tory. Al though at  the time of our 
inquiry ,  in  1 929 , the pures t and mos t extreme manifestations of the 
authori tarian persona li ty were to be found among members of the 
lower-middle-class .  they were also frequen t among workers.  The 
changing function of the family among the working class ,  as wel l  as 
the disappearance of a tradi tional personal relationship wi th sup
eriors in  large-sca le industry . had al tered atti tudes towards authori ty . 
Al though fee l ings of sol idari ty wi th one's  fel low-workers were de
veloping at the same ti me , the powerlessness of the individual i n  
society nevertheless meant  that the obedience of wife and child had an 
important  compensatory function which would not be  given up 
eas i ly .  

Starti ng from these theore tical premises , we hoped that  the  analysis 
of our material  would provide i mportant  cl ues concerning the more 
preci se s tructure of au thori tarian att i tudes .  The remarkably smal l  
number of  refusals i ndicated that  our  ques tion was general ly of grea t 
in teres t ;  most respondents had formed clear opinions which they 
expressed qui te freely .  If  one compares the repl i es to Ques tion 326 
with those to 327 and 328 which fol low, considerable di fferences 
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emerge . Th is led us to conclude that our general ques tion abou t 
women and work was not real ly  the decisi ve one, because at  th i s  point  
i t  was  possible for many respondents to  reach a compromise between 
the ph ilosophical posi tion of their party and their own fee l ings : they 
were of the opinion tha t women could work un ti l  marriage , bu t that 
they were to care for husband and chi ldren thereafter .  We therefore 
assumed that only those who ca tegorical ly  rej ected any form of f emale 
independence would reply No to the firs t question . I n  fact  673 
of responden ts were in favour of unmarried women working, whereas 
only 293 repl ied Yes to the more far-reach ing ques tion relat ing to 
married women . 

Age, occupation and income seemed to have no clearly defined 
infl uence on repl ies to Question 326. There was also no great 
difference between the employed and the unemployed ; both regarded 
the employment of women in a simi lar fashion , wi th the la tter even 
showing a s l igh t ly  l ess negati ve a tt i tude towards the employmen t of 
married women . This tendency i ndicates that the factor of economic 
competi tion, which one would have thought was of grea ter 
importance to the unemployed, did not  play a decisive role  (see Table 
3. 39). 

A di fferent picture emerges i f  one looks a t  the repl ies in  relation to 
the pol i tical orien ta tion of the respondents : here there were general l y 
signi ficant differences between left-wing and righ t-wing parties. The 
proportion of pos i tive repl ies ranged from 663 to 933 on the Left ,  
compared wi th 383 to 293 among the bi'trgerliche and National  
Social i s t  supporters . Wi thin the Left ,  the  Social Democrats were only  
s l igh tly below the Communists ;  a s ign i ficant ly  higher proportion of 
posi t ive answers was given by the Left Social ists .  Th is  shows once 
again that  these responden ts applied Social i s t  doctrines to their 
personal l ives much more consisten tly than did other l eft-wing 
groups.  At the other end of the scale were the supporters of the 
NSDAP with only 293 of posi t ive answers , a tes timony to their 
ex treme patriarchial and au thori tarian att i tude . 

These resul ts  were also confirmed by the analysis of the 
corresponding negative replies .  The Social Democra ts and 
Communists were roughly equal wi th 233 and 243 respectively ,  
whereas the proportion amongst the bilrgerliche and Na tional 
Social i s t  su pporters was signi ficantly  h igher (533 and 653) ;  the Left 
Social is ts had the lowest proportion : a mere 53. The posi tion of the 
Communists is noteworthy in  th is  connection .  In the face of the 
pos i tive at ti tude of the KPD,  it is as ton ishi ng that 233 of their 
supporters were against  the employment  of women;  nor were they 
incl ined towards com promise over thi s  question .  This finding 
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appears somewhat less ex treme ,  i f  a comparison between officia l s  and 
supporters i s  made. The former repl ied in  the affirmative consisten t l y  
more often than the latter, and  these differences were actua l l y  greater 
than the di fferences between the parties as  such (see Table 3. 40) .  

As expected, the analysis  of Questions 327 /28 presents a di fferen t 
picture: . . .  [ the absolute  as wel l as the relative posi tion of the poli tical 
groups i s  changed whereby] the So�ial Democra ts moved closer to the 
right-wing parties in their att i tudes . [Al though their proport ion of 
negative repl ies was cl earl y below that of the burgerliche and 
Nat ional Socia l i s t  supporters , in  no way did they achieve the 
proportions of the Left Socia l i s ts and Communists , ]  who repl ied 
Yes sign i ficantl y more often , and No sign i ficant ly  less  often than 
a l l  other groups ( . . .  ) .  The di fferent resul t s  for Questions 326 and 
327 /28 confirmed that i t  was the question about the employment of 
married women which was the deci sive test  of emotional at t i tudes to 
the problem of the independence of women. 

I n  pursuing our analysis  we were further interes ted to know 
whether the answers were influenced by the mari tal s tatus of the 
responden t or by the possible  employmen t of the mother. The 
fol lowing resul ts were obta ined regarding the la tter factor: 

Table 3.4 1 :  Answers according t o  employmen t  o f  mother (%) .  

Question 326 Ques tions 327128 

Response Mother in Mother no t  Mother in Mother not  
employmen t employed employmen t employed 

Yes 72 63 1 7  1 1  
No 23 29 63 73 

This Table makes clear that employmen t of the mother increased 
the proportion of affirmative answers to both ques t ions .  This 
pos i tive rela tionship needed further inves tigat ion ,  s ince i ts indirect 
dependence on economic factors could not be ru led out ;  i t  was not 
impossible that i t  might only have appl ied to responden ts from 
economica l l y  weaker backgrounds who had to rely  on addi tional 
earni ngs by the mother. But a comparison of occupational groups did 
not support this hypothesis ;  i t  thus appears more likely that the 
example of the mother was i tsel f to a certa in  ex tent  a pos i t ive 
infl uence. The answers a l so depended on whether or not the 
responden t was married ( see Table 3 . 42) .  

I t  can be seen that  in both i nstances , the unmarr ied gave 
signi fican tl y  more affi rma tive and fewer nega tive answers than the 
married. In an indirect way , these di fferences were certa inly  again 
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Table 3.42: Answers according to mari tal s ta tus (%). 

Ques tion 326 Questions 327 /28 

Response Unmarried Married Unmarried Married 

Yes 74 1 6  1 9  9 

No 1 8  23 58 74 

poli t ical ly  determined: i t  was noticeable  that most of the unmarried 
were to be found among the Communis ts,  who were the ones most 
s trongly to support the employment of women . 

But this  discrepancy cannot be whol ly explained by poli t ical 
factors ; independen tly of their pol i t ical orien tation , married men 
wi th patriarchial tendencies gain  a profound satisfaction from 
feel ing superior to their wives and therefore are more incl ined than 
the unmarried to rej ect female economic activ i ty. 

Examples of answers according to response ca tegories: 

2 )  ' Yes. Why should a woman use her capabi l i ties less than a man? '  
'Yes, gives women self-confidence. ' 
'Yes, unless she has many chi ldren or a large household to run .  
Employmen t makes women freer and broadens their horizons . '  

3 )  'Yes, i f  the man ' s  income i s  not  sufficien t. ' 
' Yes, i f  necessi tated by the family  s i tuation . '  

5 ) 'No. Doesn ' t  su i t  her female nature. ' 
' No. Is not her cal l ing. ' 

6) ' No. Women belong in the home. ' 
' No. E nough work at home. ' 
' No. The education of the chi ldren comes firs t . ' 

7 )  ' No .  Takes away men 's j obs . ' 
'No, there are enough unemployed men . '  
'No, i t  takes away men 's  employment and their independences . ' 

8)  'No ,  too much money is  spen t i f  there are two wage packets . '  
' No .  Double wage packe ts . '  

Ques tion 62 1 122 : 
Do you t h ink one can bring up children ent irely w ithou t corpora l 
pun ishment?  R easons for t h is. 
As wi th the employment  of married women,  th is  question was 
concerned wi th the respondents '  a t ti tude towards author i ty .  One may 
bas ical ly  assume that an an ti-au thori tarian att i tude, in which the 
freedom and independence of the individual is  the cen tral concern , 
would lead to a rej ection of corpora l  punishment.  The opposi te 
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tendency i s  expected from people wi th au thori tarian charac ter trai ts; 
the need for a disciplined upbringing is taken for granted, so that 
corporal puni shmen t is l ikely to be regarded as a posi tive thing. 

In  the 1 920s the question of a progressive education was a much 
discussed theme in parent associations and in the dai ly press .  
Progressive educa tional is ts were a t  that time decidedly against  
corporal punishment, and their views were taken over by both the 
l iberal and the left-wjng parties . In the face of this publici ty it could 
not be assumed that the answers bore an immediate relationship to 
the personal i ty of the respondents: especial ly in posit ive s tatemen ts 
wi thout further comment  we have to be prepared that these might  
simply be  repeti tions of  something picked up from the papers or 
educational journals .  E laborate repl ies which stressed that the child 
should be brought up to be free and independent were different; in 
such cases i t  seemed quite legi timate to interpret these comments as 
an indicat ion of a genuinely an ti-authori tarian at t i tude. 

The same considerations applied to those negative answers in 
w hich corporal punishment was viewed with favour: where this 
opinion was expressed by a supporter of the left-wing or l iberal 
parties, it actual ly contradicted the general atti tude of these parties so 
that it was possible to deduce particular character traits of the 
responden t from this contradiction . [But caut ion was necessary here, 
too . ] A negative reply did not necessari ly point  to an authori tarian 
character ,  but  could be the resul t  of practical considerations and 
experiences which did not necessari ly correspond wi th the 
personal i ty of the respondent ;  but where the need for strictness and 
authori ty was speci fically emphasized, the answer was probably 
motivated by an authori tarian att i tude. This led the responden t ,  in 
picking up the question about the parent/child rela tionship, to 
defend authori tarian behaviour. 

I f  one looks at  the distribution of non-rep lies, there appear to be no 
significant  di fferences between the pol i tical groups a t  firs t :  those re
sponden ts who did not reply were as a rule either unmarried or had no 
chi ldren . Condi tional repl ies were also largely distributed indepen
den tly of pol i tica l orien ta tion . This only becomes a visible influence 
when one turns to the analysis of those repl ies which takes a c lear 
s tand in favour of or against  corporal punishment (see Table 3 .43 ) .  

I t  was genera l ly tlie case that  supporters of left-wing parties agreed 
wi th our question significant ly more often and rej ected i t  less often 
than did burgerliche and National Socialist  supporters. The 
Socialists excel led here: compared with the Social  Democrats they 
answered Yes , significant ly  more often and. compared wi th the 
Communists ,  to reply Yes qui te often (. . . ) .  In the dis-
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tr ibut ion of clearly ant i-au thori tarian type answers ( s tress on 
freedom and independence) ,  which did not occur at al l among the 
National Social i s ts ,  the Left Social is ts were also in the forefron t: 
together wi th the Communists ,  they showed themselves as an ti
authori tarian sign ificant ly  more often than the bilrgerliche 
supporters or the Social Democrats .  The opposi te picture i s  presen ted 
in the pronounced authori tarian att i tude with i t s  typical s tress on the 
need for authority :  one finds such an at t i tude signi ficantly more often 
among the burger{iche than in the left-wing groups, and also more 
often among Social Democrats and Communists  than among Left 
Social i s t s . 

Al though affirmative answers formed the majori ty within the left
wing groups,  there were a number of Social Democrats and 
Communists who bel ieved , con trary to their official party 
programmes, that chi ldren could not be brough t up withou t corporal 
pun ishment .  The Left Social i s t s  clearly s tood apart from th i s  view: 
on ly  63 thought corporal pun ishment  was unavoidable and 503 
opposed i t .  

Examples  o f  answers according to  response ca tegories :  

l )  ' Yes.  One cannot st i mulate the m ind with blows . ' 
' Yes .  Beating i s  a rel ic of the bourgeois class . '  
' Yes .  I f  w e  are gen uine personal i t ies w e  have to be able t o  impose 
our wi l l  wi thout blows. To take no notice is bet ter than to beat . ' 
' Yes. Parents must  approach i t  in the r ight  manner. Man is 
basical ly  good . '  

2 )  ' Yes. I f  one beats a chi ld ,  one destroys h i s  sel f-respect . '  
' Yes .  Wi th blows one does not crea te sel f-confiden t people, but 
mere creatures . '  
' Yes.  Blows do not persuade, they lead to defiance and hypocrisy. 
Beatin gs destroy a ch i ld ' s  sel f-respect and sel f-confidence. The 
proletar iat needs con fiden t youths to achieve i ts goals . ' 

3 )  'No .  Unfortunately ,  a child i s  also spoi l t  by bad example. I f  a chi ld 
can grow up in an environment where fee l ings of duty, care of 
others and, in short ,  wisdom predominates , than I am sure that 
corporal pun ishmen t wi l l  not be necessary . ' 

4) ' N o. A child wi l l  al ways try to take advan tage of friendly ges tures . '  
5 )  'No .  Every ch i ld wishes to feel the physical superiori ty of the 

grown-ups. ' 
' N o. I t  accus toms chi ldren to subordination, a characteris tic 
which i s  necessary for the whole of one ' s  l i fe. ' 

Question 624: 
What do you and your w ife think about early sex educat ion for 



T
a

b
le

 3
.4

4
: 

Q
ue

st
io

n 
6

2
4

� 
W

ha
t 

do
 y

o
u

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

r 
w

if
e 

th
in

k
 a

bo
u

t 
ea

rl
y 

se
x 

ed
u

ca
ti

on
 f

or
 c

h
il

d
re

n
 (

bi
rt

h
, 

p
ro

cr
ea

ti
o

n
, 

se
xu

al
 d

is
eas

es
)?

 
A

ns
w

er
s 

ac
co

rd
in

g
 to

 p
ol

it
ic

al
 o

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 (

%
) 

R
es

po
n

se
 c

at
eg

or
ie

s 

l 2 3 4 5 6
 

Fo
r 

se
x 

ed
uc

at
io

n 

A
gr

ee
 

St
ro

ng
ly

 a
gr

ee
 

A
gr

ee
 t

ot
al

 

Co
n

d
it

io
na

l 
re

p
li

es
 

A
ga

in
st

 e
ar

ly
 s

ex
 e

du
ca

ti
on

 

O
th

er
 

N
o 

re
p

ly
 

T
ot

al
 

N
u

m
be

r 
o

f 
re

sp
on

de
nt

s 

(x
 =

va
lu

es
 n

o
t 

ca
lc

u
la

te
d

) 

P
ol

it
ic

al
 o

ri
en

ta
ti

on
 

Soc
ia

l 
De

m
oc

ra
ts

 

1 
2 

3 
T

o
ta

l 

11
 

14
 

16
 

14
 

9 
6 

8 
7 

20
 

20
 

24
 

21
 

2
8 

23
 

29
 

26
 

-
4 

1 
2 

2 
3 

2 
2 

50
 

50
 

44
 

49
 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

6
1 

12
5 

76
 

26
2 

L
ef

t 
Soc

ia
li

st
s 

19
 

11
 

30
 

29
 

- 2 39
 

10
0 45

 

T
o

ta
l 

Co
m

m
un

is
ts

 
B

ur
ge

r-
N

a t
io

na
l 

N
on

-
lic

he
 

Soc
ia

l-
vo

te
rs

 
1 

2 
3 

T
o

ta
l 

i s
 ts

 

33
 

22
 

10
 

2
5 

7 
12

 
x 

x 

8 
6 

10
 

8 
5 

-
x 

x 

4
1 

2
8 

2
0

 
33

 
12

 
12

 
2

1 
24

 

23
 

12
 

40
 

19
 

35
 

3
5

' 
14

 
2

3
 

-
1 

10
 

1 
11

 
6 

5 
3 

6 
2 

-
4 

9 
-

6 
4 

30
 

57
 

30
 

43
 

33
 

47
 

54
 

46
 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

10
0 

63
 

78
 

9 
15

0
 

4
3 

17
 

67
 

58
4 



Polit ica l, Socia l  & C u ltura l A t t it udes 1 75 

ch ildren (b irth ,  procreat ion ,  sexual  diseases)? 
[ In order to eva lua te a t ti tudes to women and chi ldren more fu l l y, the 
ana l ys is  of other questions such as those regarding at ti tudes to sex 
educa tion seemed to us usefu l ,  next to those on authori ty rela tion 
sh i ps within the fami ly . ]  Al though the question about  sex education 
was direc ted at a speci fic problem , i t  a lso had wider impl ica tions ,  
since the natu re of the replies a l lowed us  to draw conclusions about  
general  a t t i tudes towards sexual i ty :  th us respondents who saw noth 
ing  s inful  in sex could ,  as a rule . be expected to  favour early sex 
educa tion . The more negative the atti tude towards sex ,  the more 
l ikel y it became tha t  responden ts wou ld be opposed to such a practice . 
Bu t a t ti tudes to sex also offer importan t cl ues to the structure of the 
total  personal i ty :  a posi tive a tti tude is most often found in those 
whose general world -view is  characteri sed by a striving for happiness 
and sel f-fu l fi l lmen t ;  the opposi te a tti tude i s  mostly found in people 
whose l ives are determined by Protes tan t middle -class mora l s  based 
on the principles of duty .  work and subordination . 

\Vh i le an ana lysis  of the answers in relation to age and 
occupa t ion showed no signi fican t di fferences ,  analysis according to 
po litica l orien ta tion produced very in teresting resul t s .  In thi s  
connection i t  m u s t  be remembered that ,  a l though left-wing parties 

never included the demand for early sex education in their official 
programmes , they supported i t  indirect l y  by publ i shing the views of 
Social i s t  educational i s ts in their press and training material s .  
However, our data show that this sem i -official support had only a 
l imi ted success .  Above al l ,  the high n umber of  non-repl ies , which 
rose far above the proportion of unmarried responden ts , was 
as tonishing. We had original ly thought that at leas t some of the 
un married or chi ldless responden ts wou ld offer some sort of opin ion ; 
bu t the resu l ts showed that  these responden ts genera l ly  decided that 
the question did not concern them; so they rarely answered i t . 

[ I f  one divides the posi tive repl ies in to direct answers (wi thou t 
commen ts ) and strongly supportive answers , ]  the largest proportion 
of s traigh t affirmative repl ies were given by the Communists (253) .  
Their share was  a lmos t twice as large as  tha t of the Social  Democrats ,  
whose percen tage was 1 43 .  The lowes t percen tage occurred among 
the Biirgerl iche ( 73) ,  while the National Social i s ts emerged between 
the Bilrgerliclz e and Social  Democra ts wi th 1 23 .  It is a l so of in terest  
tha t  Commun is t  officials were more l ikely to give s tra igh t affirma tive 
repl ies ( 333) than were Communist  supporters (223) .  The oppos i te 
trend emerged for qual i fied answers : here the Social Democrats 
con tribu ted 253 of repl ies, the Communists on ly  1 93, whi le  the two 
righ t-wing P.arties , each wi th 353, held the highest proportions .  Only 
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1 23 of Communist  supporters repl ied in this way; 273 gave no answer 
at  a l l  so tha t i t  may be concluded that respondents in thi s  group 
preferred to refuse an answer rather than to off er a compromise reply. 

The number of s trongly supportive answers was very low in all 
pol itical groups ( Communists  83, Social Democrats 73, Left 
Socialists  1 1  %, Bilrgerliche 53, National Social is ts  03) .  B u t  the 
number who categorical ly rej ected sex educa tion was also very smal l ,  
and even lower than that giving s trongly  posi t ive answers 
(Communis ts 1 3, Social Democrats 23, Burger l ie he 1 1  %, National 
Social i s ts 63) .  These resul ts clearly show that, al though the great 
majori ty of respondents were in  favour of some form of sex education, 
in most  cases latent reservations were so great that u l timately only a 
smal l  group repl ied posi tively and uncondi tional ly .  Above a l l ,  the 
Social Democrats and Burger l ie he were frequen tly incl ined towards a 
compromise a tti tude; but the Communists ,  who usual ly  held very 
cons istent opinions about pol i t ical topics ,  also seemed to have 
di fficu l ty in  adopting a radical viewpoint .  

Question 425: 
What  do you th in k  about  punishmen t  for a bortion? 
According to medical estimates, the number of i l l egal abortions in  
Germany in  the late 1 920s was  bel ieved to  be  around one  mi l l ion .  
Over 1 0,000 women died annual ly  from the after-effects of abortions 
carried out by quacks ,  and even more contracted chronic diseases . For 
those who had the financial means ,  it was qu i te poss ible to find 
doctors who undertook abortions despi te legal sanctions ;  poorer 
people, on the other hand, had to resort to self-help or turn to 
midwives and charlatans .  Thus the question about  punishment for 
abortion had an exi s ten tial s ign i ficance for large sections of the 
population ,  and their opi nions on this  topic were influenced by a 
combination of poli tica l ,  moral and persona l fac tors . 

Apart from i ts signi ficance for the maintenance of population 
numbers , legal prohibi tion of abortion reflected an a t ti tude which 
was radical ly  opposed to the notion of people gaining pleasure from 
sexual rela tions :  pleasure was permissable only in marriage for the 
purpose of procreating chi ldren ; otherwise i t  was unj ust i fied as a 
matter of principle .  This  notion , which was speci fica l ly  emphasi zed 
in  the Corpus luris Canon ici  of the Catholic Church , i s  u sual ly  
superseded by demograph ic considera t ions ,  a s  far a s  the  law is  
concerned .  [Nevertheless ,  the reasoning of the an ti -abortionists was 
not based on demographic arguments , ]  but on the teach ings of the 
Ch urch which they fel t bound by.  . 

Punishment for abortion as set out  in  paragraph 2 1 8  [of the 
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German Civil  Code] was heatedly discussed and opposed by large 
sections of the l ibera l -minded middle-cla ss and by all  left-wing 
parties. The problem had become so urgen t after the War tha t
al though a new Criminal Code was in prepara tion-it was thought 
advisable to reduce by prior legi slation the severe penal ties contained 
in the existing Code. This  proposal was accepted in  1 926 after long 
parl iamentary deba tes and was largely a compromise between Social 
Democracy and the Ca thol ic Cen tre Party. The SPD had already 
reduced their deman.ds and were only asking for the legalization of 
abortion during the firs t  three months  of pregnancy, if heal th and the 
abil i ty to work were in j eopardy. But in order to achieve a reduction in  
the existing level s of  punishmen t, the  Social Democra ts had to 
wi thdraw even these demands during the negotiations for a revision 
of paragraph 2 1 8 , a tac tic a ttacked on two grounds by the 
Communist  press . which was less prepared to compromise .  On the 
one hand, the Communi s t  party programme demanded complete 
freedom to perform abor tions; beyond thi s, the KPD hoped, in view of 
the wide publ ic in teres t i n  the question, to gain pol i tical advantage 
from the difficu l t  negotiating posi tion of the Social Democrats .  

[The replies of the respondents have to be seen and j udged wi th this  
background in  mind . ]  The high response rate of 923 i s  s triking 
evidence of the strong publ ic i n terest in ,  and practical i mportance of, 
the problem. The majori ty rejected punishment for abortion (66%) ;  
but this resul t  is in certain  respects dis torted because Cathol ics were 
under-represen ted in our sample , so tha t the emphatic resistance of 
the Ca tholic Church could not be given adequa te expression .  After 
those wi th unmistakably nega tive views, there fol lowed a group of 
1 3% who gave qual i fied repl ies and who ,  whi le  not in  principle 
against  freedom from puni shment ,  would only accept i t  under certain 
condi tions. 53 of responden ts did not reply to the ques tion of 
punishment at al l ,  but evaded the problem by op ting, for example, for 
con traception ins tead of abortion . Only a small  minori ty of 63 were 
clearly in favour of punishment. 

The analys i s  of repl ies according to economic position showed no 
significan t differences : the various response ca tegories were 
dis tributed rela tively evenly,  and this  remained true even if one put al l  
qual i fied, evasive and affirmative responses in to one group (see Table 
3 .45 ) .  

Correlations of  replies with poli t ical orientation showed clear 
differences; however, they coincided only partly with the posi tions of 
the different parties. In principle the Communists and Left Social is ts 
were significan tly more often opposed to punishment than were the 
Social Democra ts , and these were significantly more often opposed 
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than burgerliche and National Socialist  supporters . The opposi te 
trend could  be seen i n  qualified and evasive replies which sought a 
compromise between opposing views . We also found a significantly 
higher proportion of Burgerliche and National  Social is ts in  favour of 
punishmen t when compared wi th the members of left-wing groups. 

The l arge number of Communists and Left Social ists who declared 
themselves against  punishmen t ta l l ied with the Communist  party 
programme, [which cal l ed for the comple te aboli tion of paragraph 
2 1 8 ] .  But  tha t rela tively many Social Democra ts shared this view is 
noteworthy,  in  view of the compromise which the SPD had formal l y  
endorsed. As was the case wi th some other questions, party members 
were more radical on th is poin t  than were their leaders and 
parl iamen tary represen ta tives . For the Social  Democratic rank-and
file ,  abortion was an immediate, even if not a crucial problem: the 
at ti tude of their leaders was based more on tactical and party-poli tical 
considerations ,  did not necessari ly  correspond with the wishes and 
in teres t of their supporters. A similar contrast between party 
programme and party members occurred among the National 
Social is ts ,  where 293 declared themselves against  punishment .  Bu t 
the Party had always supported heavy penal ties for abortion and had 
demanded the raising of the birthrate a t any price-an a tti tude which 
led to a radical isation of paragraph 2 1 8  after they had come to power. 
Examples of answers according to response ca tegory : 
4 )  ' My body belongs to me . '  ( female) 

'S ince everyone must decide for themselves abou t their own body, I 
am against  punishmen t. ' ( female) 

5) 'Against ,  in  cases of physical or economic necessi ty. ' 
6 )  ' Exceptions should be made in cases of need and i l lness . ' 

'No  punishment,  i f  done by a doctor . '  
8 )  ' Not advisable i n  many cases . '  

' Depends en tire ly  on  the individual case. ' 
9 )  ' Moral ly  speaking, one cannot let th is occur wi thout any 

cons tra ints . '  
'Al l  abor tions  are carried ou t a t  the cost o f  the men tal  and physical 
heal th of the mother. ' 
' In  i tsel f, abortion i s  to be despised, but i t  is often excusable . ' 

10) 'Birth con trol ,  but not abortion . '  
1 1 )  ' I  a m  for the presen t law, bu t i n  somewhat milder form. '  

' I t  i s  righ t. ' 

e. Socia l  and Persona l  A tt itudes 

(Apart from at ti tu tdes to wife and chi ldren,  the responden ts ' 
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a tti tudes towards o ther people and towards themsel ves were also of 

in terest  from the social-psychological viewpoin t. This area could not 

be inves tigated sys tema tica l ly .  bu t  only  on the basi s  of selected 

questions ;  we selected the fo l lowing ques tions for more de ta i led 

anal ysi s :  

Ques tions 1 36/37/ 
38: 

Ques tions 434/35:  

Ques tion 433 : 

Ques tions 2 1 3/ 1 4 : 

Ques tion 4 1 8 : 

What rela tionship do you have w i th your 
work? Wi th your immediate superiors ? Wi th 
those above them? 
Do you lend money or obj ects to friends? Why 
(not)?  
How would you inves t your money , i f  you were 
weal thy? 
Was your chi ldhood happy? Do you th ink  that  
your paren ts have a happy marriage? 
Do you s leep wel l ?  

The firs t two ques tions are closely rela ted t o  the previous ones , s ince 
they are concerned wi th the s tructure of social rela tions ou tside the 
fami ly .  In the third ques tion we wan ted to get hold of one aspect  of 
the respondents ' la ten t personal a t ti tudes ,  namel y their secret 
material wi shes and hopes which are not  in frequen tl y i n  confl ict w i th 
mani fes t pol i tical views .  The las t  two ques tions also refer to aspects of  
the at ti tude of  responden ts towards themselves ; but  this  was  marginal 
to the analysis of these ques tions ;  what we have to offer in th is  regard 
should not be seen as defini tive resul ts , but  ra ther as a s t imulus for 
further inquiry . ]  

Ques tions  1 36/37/38:  
What re lationsh ip do you have w ith your  co lleagues at  work? With 
your immediate superiors? With those above them? 
[ I f  one i s  deal ing wi th the analysis of in teractions] which occur in 
connection wi th work and the production process , the factors of 
sol idari ty and competi tion are of  prime impor tance. Whether a 
relationship i s  grounded in  solidari ty or competi tion i s  decisive for 
the qual i ty of this rela tionship;  the more s trongly  individuals  
compete w i th one another in  the worl<. process and experience the 
advan tage of one (e .g .  promotion ) as the disadvan tage of an o ther, the 
more their rela tionship wi l l  be a tense one. On the other hand, the 
greater the common in teres ts and the more widespread the 
consciousness of this communal i ty , the more personal relationships 
wi l l  be coloured by a feel ing of  sol idari ty .  

The evaluation of the answers [according to the cri teria of 
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competition and so lidarity ] met wi th two main  di fficul ties : firs t ,  
we cou ld no t be sure that  the formulation of the repl ies had one and 

the same meaning for the respondents ,  since wha t one of them 
described as a good re la tionsh ip may h

"
ave appeared as polite and 

resen1ed to another. A second problem . which a lso arose in other 
ques tions , had to do wi th the fact  tha t many respondents wanted to 
present themselves in a favourable l ight and that they therefore 
described their relationships as better and friendl ier than they 
actua l ly  were .  Both .di fficul ties could be partly overcome

-
if , over and 

above individual evaluation ,  one compared the answers to one of the 
three ques tions with the other two. 

I n  Question 1 36 ,  there were no significan t di fferences between the 
various [occu pational and poli tica l ]  groups concerning relat ionsh ips 
wi th workmates . More reveal ing were the repl ies to Questions 1 37 /38 
concerning rela tionships with superiors at a l l  l evels .  We had 
origina l ly  expected that a compari son of both questions would be 
interes ting, bu t this did not prove poss ible, since only relatively few 
respondents (443) repl ied on both occasions .  In  smal l en terprises 
there was only one superior, and in the larger factories the workers 
often had no con tact wi th the superiors higher up.  There were also 
severa l responden ts who refused to reply . * In the end only 1 03 made 
a d i s t inc t ion i n  thei r a tti tudes between i mmedia te superiors and 
superiors higher up .  Si nce th i s  was too smal l  a group for further 
independent analysis , we combined their repl ies in to the ca tegory 
Various. Al l other ca tegories , which ran from Very good to Bad, 
covered those cases where bo th re la tionships were described in the 
same terms , and those where only  one rela tionship  was described (see 
Tables 3 . 46 and 3 .47 ) .  

When the materia l  was analyzed in  relation to  Occupationa l 
situat ion there was a signif icantly lower percentage of replies from 
the u nemployed and 'others ' .  The former, who no longer had a place 
of work, eviden tly did not consider themselves addressed by th is 
quest ion.  Only a minori ty repl ied , and these presumably described 
the relationsh ip to superiors at their last  place of work. On the other 
hand, the low response rate among 'others '  had to do wi th the fact tha t 
these groups were made up of a number of housewives , s tudents and 
sel f-employed, i . e. of people who had no superiors . 

•The rela t ionship of employees to their superiors con tinues to be an importan t 

problem in social psychology ; in part icu l ar the structure of t he authori ty relat ionship 

with immediate superiors . under whose s upervision the work is done, should be 

compared wi th  that of the higher au thori tes wi th whom the employee has less con tact . 

However, the methods used i n  our q uest ionnaire were eviden tly too crude to provide 

res u l ts which would have a l lowed for an in terpretation in th is  direction. 
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Two important differences emerged between whi te-col lar and 
manual workers, wi th white-col lar workers recording good or very 
good relations with their superiors sign ifican tly more of ten , and bad 
relations signi fican t ly  less frequently,  than man ual workers. 
Whether or not these statements corresponded with rea l i ty or merely 
reflected wishful thinking, the s tress on good relations can in ei ther 
case be ascribed to the fact that chances for promotion depended on 
the wil l  of superiors and that such chances were actual ly somewha t 
greater for whi te-col lar than for manual workers. Even more decisive 
was the conviction among whi te-collar workers that they belonged 
not to the working- , but to the middle-class ;  for th is  reason they were 
also more s trongl y inclined to bel ieve in the possibi l i ty of upward 
mobi l i ty  and success . These hopes were not general ly shared by 
manual workers , particularly those· working in the larger factories ; 
consequen tly they did not consider good relations wi th their 
superiors as basica l ly  so importan t .  ( . . .  ) 

Some 373 of respondents s ta ted that there was in principle no 
difference between their relationship with col leagues and wi th 
superiors . People who describe their relat ions with such different  
social groups in one and the same terms are often more concern ed 
wi th adapting than are those who differen tiate ,  and th i s  may have 
appl ied above all in those cases where the reply was Good to both 
questions :  ' I f  my relation s  wi th everybody are the same, nobody can 
be offended' are the words which might  describe this atti tude; i t  is one 
which i s  charac teris tic of a general ly conven tional a t ti tude. 

The number of those for whom there was no difference in  the 
rela tionship with col leagues and with superiors was sign ifican t ly 
higher among whi te-col lar than among unskil l ed workers , and 
tenden tially higher than among ski l led workers. In  so far as a greater 
val ue i� placed on conven tions and pol i te forms of behaviour among 
the middle-class than among the workers , th i s  resul t can in i tse l f  be 
in terpreted as indirect evidence of the middle-class orien tation of 
whi te-col lar workers . In  this connection the comparison be tween 
these responden ts who got on better with their  col leagues, on the one 
hand, wi th those who were on bet ter terms with their superiors , on the 
other, is revealing. In  the first category ,  we found sign i fican tly more 
skilled, and tenden tial ly more unski l led, than whi te-collar ,  workers; 
the opposite held good for the second category; this i ndica tes that  
whi te -co l lar workers have .  overal l ,  a less  s lrong sense of sol idari ty 
than manual workers (see Tables 3 .48  and 3 . 49 ) . * 

•one ca n a s s u m e  bas ica l l y  tha t t he re la t i \'e lack of �ol idari l ) . wh ich leads to a fa r
reach i ng iso l a tion of the indi vidu a l , i s  not  on l y characteris t i c  of  whi te-collar workers, 
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I f  one examines the dis tribu tion of repl ies in rela tion to po lit ica l  
orien ta t ion, signi fi cant  differences are to  be  found here a s  wel l : ( . . .  ) 
the relationship to superiors worsens in the degree to which the 
responden ts '  pol i tica l  views become more radica l .  Thus ,  bilrgerliche 
supporters spoke of a good or very good relationship wi th their 
superiors signi fican tly more often than did any other group. Equal ly, 
the number of Social Democrats in  thi s  category was signi fi cantly 
h igher than that of Communists .  I n  comparison with Social 
Democrats , National Social is ts  and burgerliche supporters, the 
Communists  described their relationship with superiors signi ficantly 
more of ten as  Bad.  Wi thin the left-wing groups , moreover , the 
relationship with superiors seemed to depend on the degree of 
pol i tica l activism; we fou nd tha t in the SDP as wel l  as the KPD,  party 
members mentioned unsa tisfactory or bad relationships more often 
than did party supporters .  Two factors may be essen tia l ly  responsible 
for these resul ts :  on the one hand , employers and those in au thori ty 
tota l ly  rej ect a radical outlook among their workforce . But side by 
side wi th these obj ective reasons .  subjective ones are a l so operative ;  
the more radical the viewpoin t  o f  the worker the more l ikely wil l  he be 
to regard supervi sors or foremen as the 's lave-drivers ' in the service of 
(capi ta l i s t ]  exploi ta tion . 

Questions 434/35 :  
Do you Lend money or objects to your friends? Why / Why not? 
This question was of in terest to us  above all  because the repl ies could 
be taken as being rela tively independent of the respective poli tical 
opinions of the responden ts : there were after a l l  no guidel ines in the 
doctrines of the individual parties as to whether or not one should  
l end money or  obj ects to  friends. The responses [are therefore a lso less 
reflective of a possibly superficial  pol i tical view . ]  Rather they were 
de termi ned by factors which are deeply embedded in the personal i ty 
s tructure ,  such as ,  on the one hand , helpfu lness , pleasure in 
possessions ,  fear of loss , or a procl ivi ty towards sol i tariness or , on the 
other hand , sol idari ty. These charac teristics may certainly be 
con nected wi th the acceptance or rej ection of particular philo-

but  of  the middle -class as a whole. The tendency towards lower sol idari ty can a l so  be 
observed in repl ies to Ques tion 2 1 6  ( 'When you have problems, do you discuss them 
with your wife, or anyone else? ' ) .  The answers to this question were not analyzed 
separately ,  since they were not in themselves very revealing. There was however a weak 
but consisten t tendency for white-collar workers to discuss personal problems 
exclusively with their wives or paren ts and less often wi th friends , whereas skil led and 
unskil led manual workers more often discussed these with friends and did not confine 
themselves to the isolated family unit .  
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sophical  and pol i tica l a t ti tudes ; but equa l l y  the question may 
uncover inconsis tencies be tween a declared pol i tica l opinion and 
actual a t ti tudes ;  in  the doc trine of solidari ty ,  for example,  and a 
concurrent des ire for possessions.  

[The ca tegorization of replies was re la ti vel y difficu l t , and in  some 
cases no completely uni form categories coul d  be constructed. ] I t  
proved i mpossible to di fferentiate between two types of  reply ,  such as 
Yes , out of so lidarity and friendsh ip;  and because I wa n t  to he lp 
others and Yes, it is the right  th ing to do , and / trust m y  friends; for i t  
was only  i n  a few cases tha t the underlying a t ti tude could be clearly 
identified .  For th is reason bo th types of reply were pu t together under 
the heading Yes,  he lpfu lness .  However, the ca tegory Yes , h ope for 
reciproci ty could be seen as separate from the previous ca tegory . I t  
contained al l those posi tive repl ies i n  which i t  was pointed out that  i t  
should also be possible t o  borrow something onesel f. Under the 
heading of condi t ional answers came the category Money, n o; goods, 
yes-a s ta tement which was i tsel f very variousl y j us ti fied . The 
declared reasons ran , for example , a s  fol lows : I ha11e n o  money ;  books 
for education or  re laxation or One gets into difficu l ties wi th  th is. The 
a t tempt to con trive greater homogenei ty foundered because the 
number of repl ies in each group were too few to be s tat is t ical ly val id i f  
di fferentia ted further. ( . . .  ) 

Since a negative reply could have been unpleasant  on moral 
grounds, it is surpris ing that not less than 50% of respondents 
declared that they would lend nothing, nei ther money nor objects. 
Such an at ti tude offends both the princi ples of Chris tian neighbourly 
love as well  as the demand for sol idari ty propounded by the left-wing 
parties . One migh t  also have expected that  respondents would have 
preferred to evade the ques tion by refusing to reply ra ther than offer a 
negative answer. But  the replies may poss ibly show that the i dea of a 
moral righ t  of ownership ,  which is i tse l f  an exclus ive right ,  as wel l as 
a certain pride in possessions ,  are more deeply rooted than the 
wi l l ingness to help .  This explanation seems appropriate above a l l  in 
the case of those negative repl ies which were accompanied by 
moral is tic ra tional izations (as ,  for example , Makes a friend in to a foe; 
Has a harmfu l effec t )  and s imi larl y of  sta tements such as  We do not 

believe in t h is. 

All in a l l , the nega tive answers were more to the responden t ' s  credi t 
than the posit ive ones s ince , in  spi te of a rela tive ly  high ra te of repl ie s ,  
there no doubt  exi s ted a certain tendency to  h ide this not exactly 
pra iseworth y s ide of one 's  character .  An importan t ,  though 
ambiva len t ,  exception was the s ta tement .  No, we ourse lves do not  
h ave en ough , which , a t  28�. comprised the larges t  sub-category .  In so 



P o l it ica l ,  Socia l & C u lt u ra l  A t t it u des 1 89 

far as  i t  reflects rea l poverty this  reply revea ls nothing about  personal 
motives and a t ti tudes : but i t  could a lso have been offered as  an 
excuse for an unwil l ingness to  part with money or  obj ects .  This  
masking fu nction was made clear when a sub-division in to income 
groups was undertaken . [Thi s  showed that references to one ' s  own 
poverty had a tendency to i ncrease wi th risi ng income: ]  in the second 
highest income group ( 200-250 RM ), 30% replied in this way; in the 
groups 1 00- 1 50 a nd 1 50-200 RM only 27% did so , and in the lowest 
income grou p (up to 5 1  RM)  only 25% repl ied thus .  Conversely, the 
lowes t  income group ,  which had to �brvive on less than the basic 
minimum , contained the highest percen tage of affirma tive repl ies of 
the type Yes , no co m m e n ta ry and Yes , w il l ingness to h e lp .  For 
many people i t  appears tha t ownership i tsel f  stimula tes the pleasure 
in  ownership on which an atti tude of defending one ' s  goods and 
possessions against a l l  ou tside cla ims i s  founded . This  could be one 
reason why people in the lowes t income group, who can hardly spare 
anything and are themselves i n  need , are more wi l l ing to help  others 
than are those who l ive in better circumstances . On the other hand, 
one would a l so assume that people who need to borrow themselves 
would tend more s trongly to support the principle of borrowing. 
Al though di fferences  between the divergent  income groups were not 
s tati s tica l l y signi ficant ,  they do show that to mention ' lack of money ' 
as  the reason for a nega tive a tti tude had but  l i ttle to do wi th actual 
income leve l s  (see Table 3 .50 ) .  

A s  a next step w e  col lected a l l  the expressly negative repl ies 
together on one side (open refusal , moral izing rationalizations, fear 
of  loss  or damage )  and, on the other, a l l  the tota l ly  posi tive repl ies .  
The subdivision of these two groups according to the p o litica l 
orien ta t io n  of  the respondents brough t out considerable differences; 
for every ten posi tive repl ies the fol lowing number of nega tive repl ies 
occurred in each group:  

Table 3.5 1 :  

Left Social is ts  3 .4  
Communists 3 .6  
Burgerliche 7. 1 
Social Democrats 9.6 
Nationa l Social is ts I 0.9 

Despi te their low average income, the number of those not 
prepared to lend anything was at i ts lowest  amongst the Communists 
and Left Social is ts ,  whi le their replies a l so show tha t they tended 
more s trongly than the Social Democra ts to real i se the left-wing 
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parties '  ideal of sol idari ty i n  their dai ly  I i  ves .  

Examples of  answers according to response ca tegory: 

2) 'Yes .  I t  is s imply a duty to help one another wi th money or goods . '  
' I t  i s  a basic condi tion o f  friendship  general ly . ' 
'Yes .  I am a good comrade . ' 
'Yes . I regard mutual help as an e th ical duty. ' 
'Yes . My  convictions command tha t I help,  wherever I can . '  
'Yes . I t  helps t o  spread our point  of view; feel ing o f  solidari ty., '  
'Yes . It is  an act of sol idari ty tha t  I owe my pol i tical friends . ' 
'Yes . I t  i s  very difficult for me to say no. ' 

3 )  'Yes .  I t  i s  based o n  mutual i ty. ' 
'Yes . I have sometimes borrowed something myself . ' 

4 ) 'Yes .  Actual ly ,  not  money, because I do not have any. Books yes ,  
because in  this way I can recrui t  members for my pol i t ical party . '  
'Never money; books for instruction and relaxa ti on . ' 
' No.  I have no money to spare; I only lend objects to those who are 
careful with them . '  
' Books.  I �ant  t o  share the pleasure I have from them wi th 
everyone . '  

5) 'Yes . But only  in  emergencies or cases of absolute necessi ty . ' 
'Yes, if the objec ts are careful ly looked after. ' 
'Only excep ti onal ly ,  i f  the person is  worth i t . '  
'Yes , but  in these times only  as  much as I can afford . Books only  
after I have noted to  whom I have lent them. '  

7 )  'No .  M y  purse could i tsel f d o  with a refi l l . '  
' No.  I cannot spare a n y  money, and as far a s  objects are concerned, 
I possess onl y  what is absolu tely necessary . '  
' No .  I own nothing.  Bu t I would no t  do  i t ,  even i f  I had 
something. ' 
'No .  I have nothing which I could giv e  away. '  

8 )  ' No ,  I have n o  money, and as far a s  objects are concerned, they are 
bes t kept in my own hands. I lend books . '  
'No.  Money i s  rarel y  paid back and objects wil l  b e  returned 
damaged . '  
' No. I d o  not trust  anyone . '  

9 )  'No .  I t  makes enemies . I rarel y give anyth ing away. ' 
' No.  I n  each case one loses a friends . ' 
'No.  I t  i s  worse for me to ask for someth ing back than to say no in 
the f irs t  place . ' 
' No.  Perhaps if someone needs something very urgen tly.  I am 
firmly  against  making debts . '  
' No .  One loses one 's  money and one 's  friend . I only lend money to 
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people I don ' t  much care for . '  
1 0 )  'We don ' t  believe in that . ' 

' No .  Nobody asks me. ' 
' No .  I borrow from no one and therefore do not feel obliged to 
lend anyth ing. ' 
' No .  Everyone should buy what  they need for themselves . '  
'No.  I don ' t  borrow anything ·ei ther . '  

Ques tion 433 :  
Wou ld you in vest your money, if you were wea l thy?  
With this question we wan ted to bring to l igh t  something of the 
respondent 's  secre t hopes and wishes in order to get a few first  cl ues to 
his personal i ty .  In this connection , i t  should be remembered tha t .  
basical ly .  manual workers in Germany had less fai th in  the possibi l i ty 
of economic and social upward mobil i ty than did whi te-collar 
workers , al though the chances of the lat ter were in rea li ty only sl igh tly 
better. The reactions to our ques tion were accordingly varied , 
ranging from open anger to wil l ing acquiescence: some respondents 
regarded our question as unnecessary and useless ; o thers , having i n  
mind their curren t economic si tua tion , imagined how they would 
spend their money on personal needs .  A third group accepted our 
supposi tion and saw themselves in the role of investors .  

Some 23% of respondents refused to reply ,  some certainly for the 
same reason as those who posi t ively rej ected our question ,  and these 
were subsumed under the heading I can ' t  imagine t h is. 

[Among the positive rep lies there were the fol lowing classifica tory 
possibrl i ties : ]  in  the ca tegory Banks and savings ban ks ,  workers'  
ban ks or coopera tives could be taken out as a separate group,  since 
replies naming these genera l ly rela ted to inst i tu tions control led by 
the SPD or the closely connected Free Trades Unions .  Under the 
heading Rea l esta te there were [ two types of reply] ;  those who spoke 
about home ownership and others who wished to inves t their money 
in real esta te and mortgage bonds . Both answers had to be put  in to 
one ca tegory since i t  was often not clear which of the two types of 
investment  the respondent ac tual ly  had in mind.  

The category O ther investmen ts covered several investment 
possibil i ties ,  such as foreign or i ndustrial investment .  It would have 
been desirable to divide these replies in to two further groups, 
depending on whether the drive for securi ty or the drive for profi t was 
predominant .  There are no doubt important  social -psychologica l 
differences between these two types , but  unfortunately the repl ies 
were mostly not c lear or full enough for us to be able to make this 
further distinction . 
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When looking a t  the answers in relation to occupat iona l situat ion , 
there were only two ins tances of significan t differences , namely in  the 
negative answers and in  the non -replies :  in  the category I can 't 
imagine th is ,  the unemployed were the most strongly represen ted 
and were significan tly differen tia ted from whi te-col lar and ski l l ed 
workers ,  and tenden tia l ly  from unski l led workers. In con trast ,  non
replies were most frequen t among unski l led workers :  these were 
significan tly di fferent  from manual and whi te-col lar workers, 
al though manual workers replied significantl y  less often than did 
whi te-collar workers . Compared wi th whi te-collar workers , manual 
workers thought tha t our question was superfl uous ,  since they had 
l i t tle fai th in  the possibi l i ty of i ndividual upward mobi l i ty, b u t  were 
ins tead convinced of the need for col lec ti ve efforts to improve the 
si tuation of the working class .  It was therefore na tural tha t  they 
should skip the question,  whereas the unemployed, given their 
financial predicamen t , reacted on the whole more sharply .  namely 
wi th anger and open rej ection ( see Table 3 .53 ) .  

The most importan t  differences only appeared when we examined 
the replies in  rela tion to politica l orien tation; i t  became clear tha t  
Social Democrats .  National Social is ts and Burgerliche would  inves t  
their  possible weal th significantly  more often than would 
Communists and Left Social i s t  supporters . In so far as Burgerliche 
and National Social i s t  supporters viewed the capi ta l i s t  social  order in 
a posi tive l igh t, i t was hardly surpri sing tha t  they would respond to 
the stimulus provided by their question and put  themselves in the 
posi tion of investors . But the Social Democra ts reac ted in the same 
manner and accep ted, at least in their imagi nation , the role of a smal l  
capi tal i s t. Apart  from differences between the various parties ,  there 
were a lso i n ternal di fferences among the Communists ,  wi th officia l s  
choosing inves tment of any  k ind significan tly  less often than 
supporters-and indica tion of their grea ter resi s tance to taking on 
such a role .  

The categories No answer and I can ' t imagine th is show the 
reverse pic ture : here there were significant ly more Communis ts and 
Left Socialists than other party adheren ts .  and among the Commun
is ts significantly more offical s  than suppor ters . Both replies signi fied 
ei ther a taci t or open rej ection of the question or a lack of i n teres t  in i t . 
[ If one compares thei r d i s tribution here wi th that  undertaken 
according to occupationa l  groups , i t  becomes clear that  pol i tica l and 
economic factors could hardly be separa ted; ]

' 
there were both more 

unemployed and skil led as wel l  as unski l led workers among the 
Communists-i .e .  the two groups which most frequen tly rej ec ted the 
ques tion or at  leas t  replied to it less often .  ( . . .  ) 
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Social  Democrats  appeared under the heading Investmen t i n  
b a n ks a n d  sm1ings b a n ks significant ly  more often than Com m unis t s .  
Thi s  type of bank holding,  which was  widespread chiefly in  the  petty 
bourgeoisie ,  [enabled two in terests to be served: i t ]  reflects both the 
need for securi ty as  wel l  as the desi re for a smal l  but regular return on 
capital . The replies under the heading Workers '  ban k or coopera t ive 
must be regarded differently ;  investment  in  these organisa tions ,  
which had always been promoted by  the SPD and the trade unions ,  
had a poli tical signi ficance .  The opportun i ty for th i s  type of 
investment was used significan tly more frequen tly by Social 
Democra ts and Left Socia lists  than by Com m unis ts .  This di fference is  
not to be explained by the grea ter readiness of  the Social Democra ts to 
invest-a tendency not shared by the Left Social is ts  ei ther-but ra ther 
by the open pol i tica l  divisions between the SPD and KPD; as a rule 
Communists could not become members or credi tors of coopera tives 
or workers ' banks control led by the Social Democrats .  

(An interesting result  emerged in the ] ca tegory In ves t m e n t in rea l 
esta te : this reply was selected signi ficantly more frequen tly by 
Na tional Socialists than by any other group-a tendency which 
might be ascribed to their 'blood-and-soi l '  ideology . 

Fina l ly ,  under the heading O t h e r  im1est men t ,  there were 
signi ficant ly more replies from Social Democra ts ,  Bu rgerliche and 
National Sociali sts than from Left Social i s t s ,  and tendentia l ly  more 
than from Comm unists .  [This  dis trib ution , too , can be regarded as 
further indirect evidence of the cri tica l  att i tude towards inves tmen t 
adopted by the Left Socia l i s ts and Communi s ts . ]  

Theoretica l  considerations led us  to  expect a correlation between 
chosen forms of investment and leve l s  of i ncome, but this expecta tion 
could not be corroborated . A di fferent  distribution of replies was 
evident  only in the categories I ca n ' t im agin e t h is and Wou ld sp end 
the  m oney on a h igher sta n dard of l ivin g. 

Table 3.54: Answers in relation to 
i ncome (%) .  

Income 

Expendi ture < I SO RM >1 so RM 

For higher 
l iving standard 

Can ' t  imagi ne th is  

IO  3 

1 0 4 

In  both the first and second ca tegories , the proportion of 
respondents from low i ncome groups was significan tly higher than 
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among those in the higher income groups . I t  i s  easi ly  understandable 
tha t  the first group, wi th i ts low s tandard of l iving and pressed hard 
economical ly, should spend money ra ther than invest i t .  Equal ly  
unders tandable was the higher proportion refusing to answer our 
question ; this a l so accords wi th the findings on the unemployed who 
made up a substan tial proportion of the income group of 1 50 RM and 
under. 

An analysis of the replies according to age of the responden ts 
yielded only one noteworthy resul t :  the under-20-year-olds in  al l 
parties repl ied less frequently than the 3 1 -50-year-olds (4 1 % com
pared wi th 1 8% ) .  I t  i s  possible tha t our question was largely meaning
less to the youngest age group,  since i ts members were in part sti l l  
dependent on their paren ts ;  they were unable to do much wi th the 
notion tha t they were themselves wea l thy and hence did not consider 
i t  seriously .  

Examples of answers according to categories :  

4) ' In some German industrial en terpri se ' .  
' In machines . '  
' In a safe way . '  
' In a foreign country . ' 

5 )  'Underwear and clothes . '  
'Would buy clothes for the family . ' 
' I  would use the money to improve my l iving s tandard. ' 
' I  would create decent l iving condi tions for myself ,  and then I 
would open a factory run in accordance with true social i s t  
principles . '  
' I  would look after myself and m y  dependants . '  

6 )  'For m y  education,  and that of my German sisters . ' 
7 )  'I would give part of the money to homes for war inval ids . '  

' I n  works that are done in  the name o f  God. ' 
8 )  ' In cinemas showing proletarian fi lms and in proletarian 

l ibraries . '  
'For propaganda . '  
'Give i t  to the Communist  movement or to the USSR . '  

9 )  'Only wishful thinking . '  
'One needs a feeling for money in  order to  be able to invest ,  and 
only the capi tal i s ts have this . '  
'No. ' 
' I  would not have any s leepless nigh ts over this . ' 
' I  am not in terested in weal th . '  
' I  a m  not concerned wi th being rich . '  

I 0)  ' I n  personal assets . '  
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Questions 2 1 3/ 1 4 : 
Was your childhood happy? Do you thin k  that your paren ts had a 
happy marriage? 
[These two ques tions were as in teres ting as they were dangerous ; ]  we 
could cer tainly not rely for our analysis on a sufficien t obj ectivi ty of 
the replies .  Intensive s tudies of personali ty,  made possible above al l  
by psychoanalysis, have shown time and again how ques tionable 
many childhood memories may be : someone who had an unhappy 
childhood will  relate the complete opposi te having, over the years, 
bui l t  up the i l lusion of a happy childhood. Someone else may have 
been very unhappy as a child wi thout ever being able to admit  this to 
himself. He wil l  j us t  remember what was happy in his  childhood so 
that h is account is no more accura te than the first case . In short, i t  is 
impossible to decide how far s ta temen ts about chi ldhood and the 
paren tal home are objective descriptions . The  answers mus t 
therefore be unders tood as reflecting what responden ts bel ieve they 
have fel t in their childhood, irrespective of whether or not their 
memories are correct .  In general one can assume that positive answers 
contain more dis tortions of real i ty than do negative repl ies; for i t  is  
wel l known that people are more incl ined to glorify their chi ldhood 
than to see it in a bad l igh t . Viewed thus , the chi ldhood of the 
respondents as wel l as their paren ts ' marriage is  l ikely to have been , in 
principle ,  less happy than the answers suggest :  no less than 603 of 
respondents gave posi tive answers ; the n umber of negative replies 
was onl y  hal f  as large . As a rule ,  both questions were replied to . 
which may be due to the fact tha t the same subjective factors came in to 
play i n  both instances ( see Table  3 .55) .  

The causes �f the unusually high percen tage of posi tive answers are 
of in terest ,  both in  themselves and in  rela tion to the responden t's 
perception of l ife in  genera l .  In so far as childhood and marriage are ,  
in the conven tional view, supposed to be happy, individuals 
adhering to conventional ways of though t might be inclined to 
answer 'Yes ' ,  whatever the actual circumstances . Included here wi l l  
al so be those who no longer expect their si tua tion to improve and 
who idealize the past  for this reason . Once the i l lusion of a happy 
past ,  as i l lus trated by the phrase 'golden age of you th ' ,  is firmly  
es tabl ished, i t  exerts a s trong influence on a person 's views :  i f  he 
believes tha t  his parents ' marriage and his own childhood were 
happy, he wi l l  probably a lso believe tha t  chi ldhood and marriage 
m ust  always be happy; and should h is own marriage fai l ,  he wil l  be 
more incl ined to bl�me himse l f  than genera l  social  condi tions . 

On the o ther hand, nega tive rep lies are unl ikely to be the resul t  of 
conven tional ideas ,  bu t are more l ikel y  to come from people who are 
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on the whole cri tica l  of the social order.  In as much as the answers 
could equa l ly  be in terpre ted as  expressions of an overa l l  a t ti tude 
towards l i fe ,  the influence of the responden ts '  views on the pol i tica l  
order played a rela t ive ly  minor role-and i t  was precisel y th i s  that 
made the question of even greater in teres t to us .  

The l ow number of non-repl ies shows that  both q uestions were of 
general in terest and that opinions were freel y  expressed (see Table 
3 .55 ) .  

The answers became more differen tia ted , i f  rela ted to  polit ica l 
orientation : there was a s igni fican t trend among National Social i s ts, 
on the one hand, and Communists ,  on the other, towards increasingly 
nega tive and diminishingly posi tive replies ;  beyond th i s  there was a 
s igni fican t difference between officials  and supporters among the 
Communis ts which we have a l so wi tnessed wi th regard to many other 
questions (see Table  3 .56 ) .  

Table 3.56: Positive and negative answers according to pol i tical orienta tion(%) 

Ques 1 ion Na1 iona l Biir�er- Socia l  Leh Com m u - C.mnmu- Com mu-
Social i � l s  l iche Demo- Social i s l �  n i s t s  n i s 1  n i s l  \'O lt'TS 

na ls c lf f ic ia l s  

Yt•s 23 1  7 1  68 6 1  43 62 45 61 
2 1 4  82 72 63 54 47 40 52 

No 2 1 3  1 7  28 23 37 4 1  45 35 
2 1 4  1 8  24 24 28 38 45 45 

The trend emerging from the above Table can be explained in two 
ways :  on the one hand, one may be deal ing wi th  a real tendency
which is  to say that  people with an obj ectively unhappy chi ldhood are 
more often incl ined to adopt a radical pol i tical a t ti tude. But i t  may 
equal ly  be true that people who are more radical are also inclined to be 
more cri tica l ;  they therefore have fewer i l lusions about the past and 
presen t and wi l l  see their chi ldhood in a more real is tic l igh t. I f we did 
not know that  an unhappy chi ldhood often resu l ts in a gen tle,  submis-

sive and non-aggressive character , the firs t explanation would be 
al together sa ti s factory ; as it i s ,  we have to assume that the trend i tsel f 
indica tes a consti tu tional relationship between a growing radicalism 
and a lack of i l l usions ( see Table 3 .57 ) .  

There is  al so a signi fican t trend to  be  seen in  rela tion to  responses 
according to occupational  groups : the greates t  proportion of 
affirmative repl ies came from whi te-col lar workers and o thers , the 
lowest, on the other hand,  from unski l led workers .  The lowes t 
proportion of negative repl ies was given by whi te-col lar workers and 
others , the h ighes t by unski l led workers . 
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Table 3.58: Posi t ive and nega tive answers in rel a t ion to economic status (3 )  

Quest ion Other Whi te- Ski l led Un- Unski l l ed 
col lar  manua l  employed manua l 

Yes 2 1 3  73  69 58 46 35 
2 1 4  69 68 59 53  44 

No 2 1 3  1 8 23 28 39 4 7  
2 14  1 7  24 25 37 38  

A very difficu l t  economic s i tuation is wi thou t doubt more l i kel y to 
lead to an unhappy marriage and chi ldhood and causes, or i ncreases,  
confl icts which migh t have been avoided under better circumstances.  
Since the whi te-col lar workers and 'others ' usual ly  came from the 
better-off economic groups than did manual workers and the 
unemployed , *  differences in response could be partl y explained by 
their s trained economic si tuation during chi ldhood. On the o ther 
hand , one can hardly assume tha t the chi ldhood and homes of the 
unemployed and unskil led were rea l ly  so much unhappier than those 
of the skil led workers . I t  is therefore highly  l ikely  tha t presen t 
economic depriva tion has l ed,  amongst  the former, to a general 
disil lusionment .  Conversely ,  the h igh proportion of affirmative 
repl ies among wh i te-col lar workers and others can be part ly  ascribed 
to the tendency of these groups to main tain their i l lus ions and not to 
question conven tional ideas about the happiness of chi ldhood and 
marriage. 

Question 4 1 8 : 
Do you s leep w e l l ?  

In this  ques tion we wished to bring ou t a poss ible  l ink between a 
person ' s  nervous system, their  socio-economic s ta tus and their 
ideo logy. The h igh response ra te of 953 showed tha t responden ts 
had no i nhibitions about replying and thi s  was true even of the 
Communis ts who usual ly  disregarded such trivial ques tions 

Some 793 of responden ts [evidently had no sleeping difficu l ties] 
and repl ied in the affirmative.  It is common knowledge that length of 
s leep dec l ines wi th inc;:reasing age, and this  was confirmed once again 
by our da ta . An analysi·s of the repl ies according to occupat iona l 
s ta t us showed that the unemployed , as the finacial ly  wors t-off , a l so 

"'Th i '  i� a l so seen in the res u l t s  of Ques tion 2 1 5  ( ' I n  case of need , cou ld you turn to wel l 
nf f  f r iends or relat i ves? ) .  Affi rma tiYe replies were gi ven s ign i fi can t ly  �ore of ten by 
" h i te -col lar  workers ( 1 8%) a nd ' o t her� ' ( 22%) than by ski l led and unski l led workers 
( 1 0% and 2% respect ivel y )  or tht' un�m ployed (2%). TI1e opposi te trend i s  to be seen i n  
t h e  nl 'g-a t i  \'t' repl ies .  
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slept the worst: 22% answered ' No' , which was significantly higher 
than ski l led workers ( 1 2%) ,  whi te-collar workers ( 1 1 %) and 'others ' 
( 1 1  %) ,  who a l so had a higher proportion of affirmative repl ies. This 
resul t was independent  of the age variable,  since the average age of 
the unemployed was 28,  while that of manual workers was 3 1  to 32 
and of whi te-collar workers , 35.  

The above-mentioned rela tionship between poor sl�ep and low 
earnings can be seen even more clearly when one looks at the income 
ta b le: here,  the proportion of affirmative repl ies grows continual ly 
from 70% i n  the lowest to 85% in  the h ighest income group. The trend 
is in  the opposite direction for negative repl ies, which drop from 23% 
to 8%. These resul ts may hence be compressed into the hypothesis tha t 
nervous sleep disorders occur more frequen tl y  among poorer 
respondents than among the better-off .  

[ In relation to the politica l groups i t  may furthermore be concluded 

that ]  the proportion of negative repl ies was higher among the 
Communists than among the other groups , with the exception of 
biirgerliche supporters . This difference is not based solel y on the fac t 
tha t  there were more unemployed and low earners amongst them 
than in other groups; the age variable a l so has l i ttle bearing on this ,  
since the average age of the Communists (29 )  was below that of the 

whole sample .  It seems ra ther as though the Communists were 

bas ica l ly fu l ler of activist energy, an in terpreta tion confirmed by 

their higher response ra te for many of the questions .  





CHAPTER IV  

Persona li ty Types and Po li tica l 
A tti tudes 

Up to now . the a tti tudes of respondents had been assessed in relation 
to single or in ter-rela ted questions ,  and our s tatements were therefore 
concerned in  each case wi th average atti tudes towards various groups 
of problems .  In proceeding thus ,  the answers were abstracted from 
their context in the questionnaire so that their uni ty and also the 
personal i ty of  the respondent were los t .  We now wish to analyze 
personal i ty types according to those features which are typical of  
certain poli tical or economic groups. This means that we are no 
longer inquiring int<'.'> the atti tudes of all respondents towards a 
particular quest ion , but that we wi l l  be considering the overal l 
atti tude of o n e  respondent ,  as i t  emerges from the most important of 
his  answers. 

The fol lowing theoretical expectations u nderl ie this procedure: 
s ince the questionnaire is answered by one individual ,  the repl ies are 
bound to exhibit a s tructure which relates to the personal i ty of  the 
responden t .  In other words, the replies must amount  to more than a 
number of independent s tatements about th is  or that  problem; they 
represent a unity in which every single detai l is rela ted to the 
responding personali ty .  Nevertheless , each questionnaire may 
contain contradictory answers because the individua l ' s  personal i ty 
may be contradic tory . In ei ther case one must apprehend and explain 
these contradictions within the framework of a total spiri tual enti ty. 
The replies to a questionnaire are regarded as an expression of  the 
total personal i ty of the responden t, s imilar in this regard to any other 
series o f  connected s tatements ,  whether these are the total i ty of his  
behaviour in a particular period , a series of associa tions in 
connection wi th  the Rorschach test ,  or the flow of h is uncensored 
thoughts during a psychoanalytic session.  Whether, and in what 
degree, the repl ies are expressions of  personal i ty also depends on the 
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questionnaire itself .  Where it only contains questions along the l ines 
of our sta tus questions ,  na tura l l y  very l i tt le i s  revea led about the 
persona l i ty ,  even if  more i s  sometimes expressed through particular  
formula tions than migh t be supposed a t  fi rs t glance .  But  a 
questionnaire such as ours ,  which enquires in to at ti tudes ,  feel ings,  
habi ts and opinions wi thout confining responden ts to any particular 
form of reply ,  produces a grea t · deal of evidence which can be 
interpre ted as an  expression of the responden t 's  personal i ty .  
Certain l y  one can not expect to ach ieve from a questionnaire of th i s  
type-nor from any  questionnaire which adheres to  the technica l  
l imi ts o f  th is  me thod-an overal l picture of  the personal i ty .  But  we 
did expect to obtain an overa l l  picture of certain  personal i ty trai ts  and 
their inner connection wi th in  the individua l ,  especia l ly  those which 
provide evidence as to the weigh t and rel iabi l i ty of pol i tical 
convictions. 

I f  the questions are posed in such a manner that they al low for the 
expression of certain persona l i ty trai ts, the way i s  paved for the 
possibil i ty, though by no means the certain ty, that one will be given 
correspondingly reveal ing answers. Nevertheless, one cannot assume 
tha t  responden ts wil l  reply w i th objective honesty and wi thou t 
del ibera tel y  wishing to deceive us .  But even where responden ts make 
an effort to say what they th ink ,  they may be deceiving themselves and 
thus  may not give expression to their actual though ts and fee l ings. 
When one considers the degree to which people feel and th ink  tha t 
which they bel ieve they are expec ted to feel and th ink .  and how 
incapable they are of expressing themselves spon taneously.  one must  
assume tha t there are a grea t number of such pre-formed answers . But  
the chances of  arriving a t  posi t ive resul t s  are not  as remote as  they 
migh t a t  fi rs t appear .  Even a conven tional  and unspontaneous reply 
often conta ins  c lues ,  in the de tai l s  of how it i s  formulated .  as to wha t 
l ies hidden behind the conven tiona l mask , j ust  as  discrepancies or 
striking para l le l s  among the repl ies offer a key to understanding the 
respondent ' s personal i ty. 

The best way to approach th is  would be to focus on the wording of 
all the respondents '  replies , wi th a l l  their nuances ,  contradictions and 
peculiari ties . But th i s  was out of the question here on practica l  
grounds .  since reproducing the repl ies o f  584 six-page questionnaires 
would undoubtedl y have burst the bounds of this book . Moreover ,  i t  
would have been a sine  q u a  non o f  such an analysis t o  in troduce the 
reader to the necessary theoretical -psychological background which 
would again require a book in i tself. Al l the same , a few 
questionnaires are reproduced at the end of th i s  chapter which 
show that  the tota l i ty of repl ies -if the detai ls  are taken serious ly-
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give a richer picture of the personality than if one tries to subsume t he 
individual repl ies in to categories of  a more general nature. 

The purpose of our survey was not the psychological  analysis of a 
few indiv iduals,  but the discovery of typical traits and att i tudes in the 
various status groups.  Since we had to refrain from a detai led analys is  
of the wording of  each response in each questionnaire,  we faced the  
task of analyzing the material in  a way which would not  be  beyond 
our  technica l and theore tical means and would yet a l low for certa in 
insights into the personality s tructure of  individual responden t s .  For 
this purpose three main sets of questions (henceforth ca l led 
'complexes ' )  were selected for explora tion of the personali ty 
traits we were particularly in terested in .  These questions were 
concerned with general poli tical opinions,  emotional att i tudes to 
au thority and atti tudes towards col lective or individual istic 
approaches to l i fe .  The classification of personali ty trai ts, as 
expressed in the response to these three themes ,  was then undertaken 
with regard to their relationship to the posi tions of the various 
parties .  Before describing this  procedure in greater detai l ,  we wish to 
sketch in  briefly the theoretical background to the chosen themes 
which was used at the time. 

The first complex of answers was concerned wi th the divergent 
assessmen ts of genera l socio-po lit z'cal pro b lems, as reflected above al l  
in the con trast ing programmes of the parties of the Left and the 
Right .  Unl ike the platforms of American part ies, these party 
programmes did not generally overlap; rather each represen ted 
comprehensive and con trasting pol i. t ica l  doctrines amounting to a 
Weltanschauung. Thus ,  for example, an unqualified adherence to 
the programme of the workers ' parties meant that one accepted the 
totali ty of their views abou t the present and fu ture of  the working 
cla ss ,  of the German people , and of mankind. These views were 
concerned specifica l ly  wi th a cri tique of the present  suffering and 
inefficiencies consequent on capita l i s t  production and socia l 
organizat ion; the belief that mankind could live wi thou t wars . 
oppression or deprivation , i f  capitalism was done away wi th ; and that 
men as free indiv iduals cou ld achieve the greates t  happiness, i f  a 
Social is t  order were established through the coopera tive action of the 
workers. To this complex of views belonged such opinions as those 
which regarded German j ustice as partisan·class j ustice favouring the 
propertied ; the philosophical  conviction tha t  the fa te of i ndividua l s  
i s  de termined by  their  class ,  but tha t they can influence 
their fa te by figh ting for the vic tory of thei r class . However, 
there were differences between the two workers '  parties concerning 
th i s  complex of views. The right  wing of the Social Democrats 
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bel ieved in a gradual s low development towards Socialism and 
therefore j udged exist ing conditions in a more favourable l ight ;  they 
bel ieved that, by avoiding sharp confl ict ,  they could arrive at the 
Socia l i s t  goal through a series of reforms.  The Communis ts and left  
wing of  the Social is ts ,  on the other hand, did not believe in the 
poss ibi l i ty of a s low and s truggle- free transi t ion towards Socialism 
and cal l ed for the active s truggle of the working-class to achieve the 
Socialist  goal . 

The philosophy of the left-wing parties s tood in oppos i tion to that  
of the  ant i -Social ists .  The further to  the  right they were, the more 
pronounced was the con tras t. While there were a number of views 
simi lar to those of the Left among the part ies of the cen tre, a polari ty 
pure and s imple exis ted where the right-wi ng parties were concerned. 
The latter rejected a phi losophy concerned with the developmen t of 
the individual . Ins tead they preached the sacri fice and submission of 
the individual for the purpose of augment ing the glory of  the S ta te, 
whereby wars were described as something not only val uable but  
e ternal ly  necessary . Over specific issues-for example , the  causes of  
the  infla tion-they asserted tha t Social Democracy , foreign coun tries 
or certa in people were responsible ,  but not the economic system as 
such. Al though such opinions were not often official l y presen ted i n  
the programmes o f  the righ t-wing parties . they were dominan t i n  
thei r newspapers and public speeches a s  wel l  as  the beliefs o f  their 
supporters . 

The guidel ines for the classi fying of the repl ies to the selected 
ques tions emerged from such differences of social and pol i tical 
opinion as  were formula ted here in  an ideal - typica l way : the answers 
could be divided according to whether they corresponded most w i th 
the Social is t -Communis t ,  the l iberal -reformis t ,  or the anti - Social is t 
au thori tarian philosophy . Nevertheless ,  a l arge number of repl ies 
could  not be class i fied in this way ·because they were not clear and 
consi sten t ,  bu t indefin i te and expressed in a superficial  and 
conventional manner .  

Pol i tical doctrines cover no t  on ly  a number of a t ti tudes , bu t  al so 
appeal to speci fic emotions and passions-that is to say . to 
character s tructures and a tti tudes wherein these passions and 
emotions are dominan t .  One can describe the complex of at t i tudes 
and personality trai ts which go wi th the world-view of a part icular 
pol i tical doctrine ,  j us t  as one can describe the corresponding complex 
of opinions.  In such an event  the idea l - typical image of a particular 
psychic at t i tude wi l l  be constructed ou t of the total view of pol i tics by 
describing tha t i nner att i tude to which the pol i tical doctrine makes 
appeal .  This  atti tude is  not derived from the psychic make-up of the 
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persons who bel ieve in a particular doctrine. A poli tical 
psychological typology of  this  k ind does not , therefore , immedia te ly  
tel l  us anything about  the supporters of a poli tical doctrine .  On 
the con trary, this chapter wil l  show that the supporters of  left-wing 
parties frequen tly exhibi ted a psychic a tti tude which in no way 
corresponded with the ideal type ; indeed it was the exact opposi te. 

These findings must no t ,  however, be misunderstood, as though 
this idea l - typica l  a tti tude were a construct which did not correspond 
with real i ty. Just  as a poli tical doctrine is i tsel f an expression of 
in terests and wishes grounded in the material si tuation of particular 
social classes, so the emotional elements it con tains are l ikewise those 
which ·have arisen on the basis of  the his torical developmen t of the 
varrguard of these classes . The psychic s tructure of a class is an aspect 
of i ts obj ective si tuation . I ts Weltanschauung is partly determined 
by those psychic charac teris tics and emotional drives which evolve 
within a class in the course of the historical process and which, at  the 
same time, appeal to those drives and emotions .  But psychic change 
is slower than economic change ,  and while a class can develop in a 
rela tive ly  unified manner as regards the economic aspect, psychically 
i t  may be only the most advanced elements who exhibi t the psychic 
s tructure in a relatively pure form; the class as a whole meanwhile 
moving onl y  s l ightly and tenden tial ly .  Again ,  other class members 
can be very advanced in their poli tical views,  but very reactionary in 
their emotional a tti tudes . This dual i ty ,  which is of particular in terest 
to us, can bes t  be s tudied in the context of our second complex of 
questions concerning the at ti tude of the respondents to au thori ty.  

An at t itude to authority which corresponds with a left-wing
philosophical posi tion is to be recognised by a demand for freedom 
for onese l f  and for a l l  human beings; a freedom which a llows the 
individual to make his  own happiness and developmen t the first 
principle of his  l i fe ,  wi thout  thi s  deve lopmen t being in opposi tion to 
tha t  of  others ; on the contrary this s triving for freedom i s  to be made 
possible on the basis  of solidari ty with others . Other characteristics 
are a hatred of  a l l  powers which restrict the freedom of the individual 
for purposes external to that individual as wel l as a sympathetic 
iden ti fica tion with a l l  oppressed or weak people. All in al l ,  one is 
dealing wi th an a t ti tude which views the world cri tica l ly  and which 
does not see the past in terms of the unavoidable rule by superior 
forces ,  but as the result  of  particular socia l  relationships whose 
change can bring ou t al terations in the supposedly eternal and· 
indispen sable fea tures o f  the human condi tion . 

The authori tarian att i tude affirms, seeks out and enjoys the 
subj uga tion of men under a higher external power, whether this 
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power is  the state or a leader ,  natural law ,  the past or God . The s trong 
and powerfu l are simply admired and loved for these qual i ties , the 
weak and helpless hated and despised (cf. E .  Fromm, l 936a ) .  Sacrifice 
and duty, and not pleasure in  l i fe and happiness, are the guiding aims 
of the au thori tarian atti tude. 

Beside these two extreme atti tudes there i s  a third ,  reformis t  one. 
This  rej ects authori ty at the poin t  when it becomes too s tric t  or 
impinges too much on the individual ; bu t on the other hand it wi shes 
for authori ty a t  j ust those times when such quali ties are absent .  

The third complex of questions of in teres t  to  us were those 
concerned wi th at titudes towards fe l low h uman beings . The ideal ,  as 
it appears in the collectivis t  doctrines of Socialism and Communism, 
may be described as that of solidari ty and brotherhood. The aim to be 
achieved is not the private competi tive i ndividual who withdraws 
from others, bu t a person who is open to the world and who feels 
solidari ty with people,  above al l  wi th those of h i  s own class .  The i deal 
of the right-wing parties by con trast i s  of someone who has no regard 
for o thers , but  unscrupulously pursues his  own advan tage as reflected 
in the principle of h omo homin i  lupus est. There is also a mediating 
and compromise atti tude between the two extremes which we 
characterized as reformist. As in the group of questions regarding 
a tti tudes to authori ty, the replies concerning poli tical at ti tudes can be 
qual ified in the same manner: for each answer one can determine 
whether it i s  a consistent  s tatement in  the Social is t -Communist  
manner , the authori tarian manner, or  the reformist manner, or 
whether i t  does not  clearly correspond wi th any of these ideal - typical 
atti tudes .  
:. Methodological ly ,  we proceeded as fol lows : we selected those 
questions which appeared to be indicative of the general poli tical 
outlook, of the atti tude towards authori ty and of that towards o thers, 
and es tabl ished which answers clearly belonged to the Social is t
Communis t, to the anti-Social i s t  authori tarian or to the reformis t  
atti tude and which did n o t  consistently correspond t o  any o f  these. 
We designated the repl ies  in  the three main groups by letters ,  namely 
R for radical , A for authori tarian and C for a compromise-orientated 
reformist a t ti tude ; neutral replies which cou ld not be clearly 
categorised were label led with the letter N .  We tben establ i shed for 
each questionnaire how the respondent had repl ied to our chosen 
questions .  The next s tep was to determine the consistency of atti tude 
within each group of questions ;  we characterised the repl ies  to each 
group of questions by the le tter which corresponded with the majori ty 
of the replies . In thi s  way we arrived at  three groupings which were 
each assessed according to their poli tical tendency [Chap . 4a-c] .  The 
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third step fol lowed by assembling the three groupings . This gave us 
the final 'syndrome' of pol i tical atti tudes for each ques tionnaire and 
responden t [Chap.  4d] .  Natural ly  such syndromes do not offer one a 
comprehensive picture of the personal i ty, bu t their particular 
combinations do provide perspectives from which one can estimate 
the depth and consistency of pol i tical convictions .  The fourth and 
las t  s tep was concerned wi th a comparison of the most important 
types of syndrome with divergen t sta tus groups in order to examine 
the distribution of syndromes wi thin pol i tical and economic groups 
[Chap. 4e , f] .  ( . . .  ) 

a .  Politica l Opin ions 

The firs t grouping, concerned wi th general pol i tical opm1ons, 
consis ted of the fol lowing four questions :  

Question 424 :  

Question 426: 

Question 429 : 

Ques tion 43 1 :  

How, in your opinion, can the world be 
improved? 
Who do you think were the greates t  personali ties 
in history? In the presen t? 
How,  in your opinion, can a new world war be 
preven ted? 
Who, in  your opinion, is responsible for the 
infl a tion ? 

The selection of these ques tions does not require much 
explanation . We had original ly considered including others, but 
since the s lructure of answers was more or less the same as for the 
above q uestions, we res u:icted ourselves to the latter. The repl ies were 
classified as fol lows : 

Table 4 . 1 :  Question 424: How, in your opinion, can the world 
be improved? 

Response categories 

Social ism 

Better government 
Better leadership examples 
More Herrenmenschen 

Knowledge and enl ightenment 
In ternationalism 
Tax on weal th 
Ethics, education 

Other 

Classification 

R (radical )  

A (au thori tarian ) 

C (compromise-orientated) 

N (neu tra l )  
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I t  is clear that the answer Socia lism accords wi th Marxis t  doctrine , 
whereas the demand for a stronger governmen t can obviously be 
assigned to the ant i -Social i s t  standpoint .  Kn ow ledge etc . . In ter
nat io n a lism and Ta x o n  wea l t h  do not accord wi th Marxism, 
al though they were mentioned by some Social is ts .  These terms 
propose partial solu tions in the cu l tura l ,  pol i t ical or economic fields 
but not the radical solu tion of' replacing capi talist  society by a 
social i s t  one (see Table 4 .2 ) .  Those respondents who named Fam o us 
natio n a l  leaders t oget h er ·with Len in o r  o th e r  revo lu tionary 

socia l ists were characteri zed as au thori tarian , s ince i t  was clearly al l  
the same to them whether a strong leader fought for Social ism or for 
something else : it was the figure of a s trong leader which was decisive. 

Table 4 .2 :  Question 426: Who do you think are the  greatest 
persona lit ies in h istory? In the presen t? 

Response categories Classi fica tion 

Revolutionary Socialists ,  Revolutionary R 
Socialis ts with rel igious founders , 
revolutionaries, scien tists and artis ts 

Famous national leaders , famous national A 
leaders wi th Leni n  or other revolutionary 
Socialists 

Classical Socialists alone or with republican C 
leaders and/or Bismarck, Hindenburg; leaders 
of Republican parties; famous personali ties 
of all sorts 

Oilia N 

Where only c lassica l  Social i s t  leaders of the past . such as Marx, were 
mentioned , bu t no con temporary ones ,  there appeared to be a pos i tive 
att i tude towards Social ism, but a lso a lack of in terest  in  presen t -day 
poli tical issues . A s imilar a t t i tude was evident  when only pol i tical 
leaders of democratic parties, perhaps together wi th Bismarck and 
Hindenburg ,  were named . or other fa m o us m en of all sorts who had 
been regarded as 'grea t '  from the school days . Al l the replies were 
characteristics of conven tional types who held a conscious or an 
unspoken sympathy for the Republ ican government and who were 
classi fied under the heading C (compromise-orien tated ) .  

The repl ies l i s ted under R corresponded wi th  the slogans of left
wing groups current at the time, whereas the conception that wars 
were unavoidable was characteris tic of the figh t-wing parties ; the 
repl ies l i s ted under C have the same qual i ty as those which were 
described as co nven t io n a l - i n  the previous question . 
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Table 4 .3: Question 429: How , in your op i11 io1 1 ,  could 
a new w orld war be preven ted? 

Response category 

Change in existing economic 
system, Social ism, Communism, 
genera l strike 

War unavoida ble 

I n ternational understanding, 
paci fist education, ethical 
improvement & mankind 

Other 

'Classi fication 

R 

A 

c 

N 

Table 4.4: Question 43 1 :  Wh o, in your opin io n ,  is 
responsib le for the infla tion? 

Response ca tegories Classi fica tion 

Capital ists ,  capitalism R 

Foreign countries , peace trea ty, A 
Jews, Social Democra ts, individuals  

Monarchy C 

Other N 

2 1 3  

The Leh held capi ta l i sm responsible for the infla tion. Those with 
opposing views blamed the war-time enemies ,  the Jews , the 
Social is ts , or i ndividuals  such as Schach t ,  Hel fferich or Havens tein .  
The an swer Monarchy was judged lo  be  an indica tor for a reformist  

a l ti tude ,  s ince i t  was not the capi ta l i s t  system as such which was held 
responsible in this instance ,  but the old sta le whose deficiencies 
appeared lo have been made good by the sett ing-up of the Republic .  
The nex t  s tep  was  to  check the  internal consis tency of the pol i tical 
opinion s .  Single repl ies were held lo be consis ten t where R and A 
classi fica tions did nol appear a l  the same time in one individual 's  
answers . But  C repl ies were not regarded as contradictory wi th R or A 
classi fica tions ,  s ince th is  was a compromise poin t of view which 
could not  be assigned to any of the ex tremes.  The particular val ue of 
these repl ies was de termined i ns tead by the tota l con text  of the replies .  
They could basical ly only be described as having a quality of their 
own, if they did nol i ncl ude R or A classifications . The same was true 
of the repl ies classified as  indifferen t which could in no way be 
regarded as  being con tradictory lo the other categories . The 
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dis tribution of repl ies to the firs t  group of questions i s  as fol lows (see 

Table 4 . 5  ) : 
• 

Table 4.5 

Type of response 

l )  Radica l replies 
R for 4 ques tions 
R for 3 questions wi thout  any A's  
R for 2 questions wi thout  any A's 
R for l question without any A 

R for at least one question wi thout any A's 

2) A uthoritarian replies 
A for 4 ques tions 
A for 3 questions without any R's  
A for 2 questions wi thout any R's  
A for l question wi thout  any R's  

A for a t  leas t  one question without any R's  

3 )  Compromise-orien tated rep lies 
C for 4 ques tions 
C for 3 ques tions without any R's on A's  
C for 2 ques tions without any R's  on A's 
C for l question without any R's  or A's 

C for a t  least one question without any R's  or A's 

4) Con tradictory and neutra l replies 

No. of respondents 

20 
38 
72 

1 27 

257 

7 
7 

29 
57 

1 00 

l 
l l  
53 
49 

95 

R for 2 questions wi th A for one or two, and C for at least one 30 
R or A for l question, C or N for 3 questions 32 
N for 4 ques tions 7-0 

Contradictory or neu tral repl ies 1 32 

Seen as a whole,  the responses showed a relatively high degree of 
consis tency :  R and A did not appear together in 452 of the 
questionnaires ,  and only sixty-two responden ts were dist inguished 
by s triking con tradictions  in their  pol i tical opinion s .  However ,  
completely consis ten t repl ies  to al l  four questions were found in  onl y  
twenty-eigh t questionnaires . O n  the one hand , thi s  shows tha t the 
poli tical views of the great majori ty of respondents  were not at a l l  
con tradictory, but  fol lowed a distinct l ine .  On the other hand,  i t  i s  
clear that only a smal l  number of responden ts were so  s trongly 
conscious of their  parties '  doctrines tha t  they applied them to each 
question . 
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b .  A tt itudes to A u thority 

The second grouping,  concerned with att i tudes to au thori ty, 
cons i s ted of  the fol lowing seven questions :  

Ques tions 3 2 7  /28: D o  you think i t  righ t tha t married women 
should go ou t to work? Why (not ) ? 

Ques t ions  62 1 /22 : Do you th ink one can bring up children en tirely 
wi thout  corporal punishment?  Reason s . . . .  

Questions 422/23: Do you th ink  that the i ndividual is  responsible 
for his  own fate ? Why (not ) ?  

Question 424 :  How , i n  your opinion,  cou ld the world be 
i mproved? 

Even a brief glance at  these questions shows that they are qui te 
di fferent from those in  the fi rs t groupi ng. There in teres t was directed 
at the conscious pol i tical a tti tudes of respondents ,  and when they 
were classi fied as radical or au thori tarian , no at tempt was made to 
ascertain whe ther these atti tudes depended on an inner s tance or only 
on the pers i s tent in fl uence of party propaganda. In con tras t ,  the 
second and third groupings were made u p  of questions whose repl ies 
al lowed for an in terpretation of the respondents '  subliminal feel ings . 
Since responden ts we:i;e not  asked direct ly  abou t their att i tude to 
al_l thori ty or their feel i ngs for others, repl ies could not be classified 
direct ly .  This  only became possible after these had been in terpreted . 

Al though the questions in the second grouping deal t with very 
di fferen t problems , they a l l  had a connection wi th the theme of 
a u t hori ty .  Each ques tion i l luminated a di fferent  aspect of the 
problem. We have already mentioned that in the an ti -authori tarian 
atti tude which corresponds wi th Socia l i s t  and Communist  pol i tical 
doctri ne, the freedom and independence of the individual is the pri me 
goal , whereas the opposi te is true of the au thori tarian att i tude. Here, 
the i ndividual is subordi nate to a higher power and sees h imsel f as 
weak or a.s the tool of a h igher power . The au thori tarian att i tude is 
a lso charac teri zed by the tendency to dominate the weak and to keep 
them in  the same s tate of dependency that one feels  onese l f  to be in  vis
a -vis those who are s tronger. Both aspects of such an atti tude find 
sati sfaction in the h ierarchy of an au thori tarian system, in which 
everyone has someone superior to h im whom he must  obey and 
someone under him whom he can dominate. If  one looks at  the 
posi t ion of the average c i t i zen in present -day socie ty ,  who usual ly has 
no economic power, h i s  authori tarian tendencies are mos t l ikely to be 
acted out  in  his  private l i fe ,  i n  his  re lationsh i p  wi th his wife and 
chi ldren .  Where an au thori tarian at ti tude exis ts ,  it wi l l  show i tsel f in  
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the rej ection of economic independence for the wife as well  as in  the 
belief that  too l i ttle corporal punishmen t is bad for a chi ld .  Left-wing 
doctrines hold the opposi te view. 

The two questions regarding the responsibi l i ty of the individual 
for his own fa te and of the possibi l i ty for world improvemen t are 
directed a t  the other side of the authori ty problem , namely a t  the 
individual ' s  feeling of helplessness regarding h i s  own fa te and tha t of 
mankind:  the au thori tarian would stress h i s  helplessness, the anti 
au thori tarian h i s  bel ief tha t men can do  something to  improve their 
own lot and tha t of the world .  Al though Question 424 has been used 
in the previous group of questions ,  i t  was used again because i t  was 
not only fundamental for the individual ' s  poli tica l  bel iefs , but a l so 
nea tl y  describes h i s  a tti tude towards au thori ty. Bu t less weigh t was 
given to this question when classi fying a tti tudes to authori ty, 
considering tha t it had a lready played a cen tra l role in  the analysis  of 
the first complex of ques tions .  

Table 4.6: Queslions 327/28: D o  y o u  t h in k  i t  righ t tha t  
married women should go out  to work? Why (n ot)? 

Response calegories Classificalion 

Yes ,  no reason given R 
Yes , makes her independenl, confidem 

No, against female nature A 
No, enough work at home 
No, imer£eres wilh the man's  occupalion 

Conditional replies C 

Oiliff N 

Those who answered Yes to questions 327 /8 wi thout further ex
plana tions were classi fied as R This was j us ti fied not least because 
only a small number of respondents held such uncompromising 
views abou t the economic independence of women ; consequently a 
simple affirma tive reply could be judged as an expression of  a posi tive 
a tti tude . The nega tive repl ies wi thout further explana tion required 
differen t treatmen t; the view tha t married women should not work 
was so widespread in Germany tha t  thi s  did not necessari ly  imply a 
desire to keep women in  a suhordinate posi tion .  Simple nega tive 
replies were therefore classified a s  neu tra l .  If there were addi tional 
comments giving expl ici t reasons for this  a tti tude , they were regarded 
as something beyond mere conven tion and cla ssified under A. Those 
who s ta ted that  in general  women should work , bu t not married 



Persona lity Types & Po litica l A t t i tudes 2 1 7 

women (or only in cases of emergency) were seen as reformis t  and 
classified as C. 

Table 4 .7: Questions 62 1 /22: Do you think that one can bring 
up chi ldren en tirely w ithout corpora l punishment? 
R easons? 

Response categories Classifica tion 

Yes ,  because chi ldren should grow u p  free and R 
fearless 

No, because a chi ld needs to experience authori ty A 
No, because that is how I grew up 
No, because chi ldren take advantage of len iency 

Relative, depends on chi ld C 
Only,  if really necessary 
Yes , because one can manage without i n  practice 
Yes , because other punishment is more effective 

O� N 

In the analysis , only  those replies were classi fied as R,  A or C which 
offered reasons and thus showed tha t the respondent had real feel ings 
on this  point .  A simple Yes or No was regarded as a reflection of 
tradi tional  notions for or agains t  corporal  punishmen t and was 
therefore classified as neutral (see Table 4 .  7 ) .  

Table 4 . 8 :  Questions 422/23:  Do you think  the  individual has 
on ly h imself to b lame for h is fate? Why (not)? 

Response categories Classification 

Yes ,  because he i s  pol i tical ly passive and lazy R 
No, h is  fate is determi ned by his class; 
only the fate of the class can be changed 

Yes ,  because he does not l ive sensibly A 
No, because he is dependen t on h igher powers 

Condi tional answers C 

Other N 

As a lready shown in the analysis of this  question in  Chapter 3 ,  a 
large number of responden ts declared tha t  the fa te of men is  condi
tioned by their social pos i tion, but  gave no fur ther explanation for 
their views .  Al though this reply conforms wi th tradi tional  Social i s t  
though t, i t  neglects an  essen tial  poin t  of Marxis t  theory which s ta tes 
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tha t desp i te ,  or j ust because of,  h i s  dependence on social  posi tion , 

man can al ter his  fa te by pol i tica l ac tivi ty .  Onl y those answers wh ich 

s tressed thi s important  activi s t  e lemen t in Socia l i s t  doctrine were 

classified as Radica l ,  whi l e  repl ies which sim pl y  s ta ted tha t the fa te of 

man was dependen t on his environmen t ,  were regarded as neutra l .  
The au thori tarian viewpoint  was expressed in  two apparen tl y 

con tradictory types of reply .  One ·answer s ta ted tha t man was q u i te 
incapable of infl uencing h i s  own fa te. The other sta ted tha t a man 
m ust  be held responsib le  for his own fa te and fa i lure . But both 
opin ions derived from the bel ief  tha t man was dependent  on ou tside 
powers to whom he must  necessari l y  subj ect h imself :  the f i rs t type of 
repl y  s tressed helplessness and subordination ; the second assumed 
tha t one had to obey the commands of an in terna l i sed au thori ty; tha t 
one must  fol low the ca l l  of duty and of one ' s  consciousness.  

Table 4 .9:  Question 424:  How . i n  your opin io n ,  ca n the w orld b e  
improved? 

Response ca tegories 

Social ism 

Better governmen t 
Better example by leaders 
More Herrenmenschen 

Knowledge and enl igh ten men t 
I n ternational i sm 
Tax on weal th  
E th ics, education 

O ther 

Class i fica t ion 

R 

A 

c 

N 

The reasons for the classi fica tion of repl i es have a l ready been 
discussed above (cf. 4a ) .  

As  i n  the previous complex o f  q uestions ,  the que�tion s  concerning 
au thori ty were checked for cons is tency for each individual 
responden t .  But in  view of the in terpreta t ive classifica t ion of these 
repl ies a di fferen t k ind of weigh ting was necessary . Thi s  applied 
above a l l  to the firs t  two q uestions ,  for which there were n o  ready
made party-po l i tica l  repl ies .  The lef t -wing parties had no t  openly  
expressed a posi ti ve opin ion regarding the employment  of married 
women and . in  view of the economic s i tu a t ion . avoided taking up any 
posi t ion .  The q ues t ion about  the punishment  of chi l dren a l so lav 
ou tside the pol i tica l  sphere .  I t  cou ld not  therefore be assumed tha t a� 
R-repl y  was a straightforward repe ti t ion of the party view. I t  was 
much more l ike ly  to be the responden t ' s  own persona l opin ion . 
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Moreover,  the fi rst two ques tion s , i n  con trast  to the others , dea l t  wi th 
practical problems  which were of importance in the responden t ' s  
actual l ives .  In  order to  be  classified as  R-replies in th is  case , the 
respondent had to be radical both in theory and in his  practical da i ly  
ac ti vi ty ,  whereas R-replies to  the third and fourth q uestion might,  
under certain ci rcumstances ,  only i ndica te a subscri ption to left-wing 
phi losophies .  For the evaluation of the complex as a whole i t  
fol lowed that a n  R-reply to one o f  the firs t  two questions  poi n ted to 
an R-a tti tude , while an A-reply to any question indica ted an A
a tti tude . Seen agains t  thi s background , the dis tribution of repl ies was 
as fol lows ( see Table 4 . 1 0 ) .  

Table 4. 1 0  

Type of  response No. of respondents 

I )  Radica l rep lies 
R for Ques tions 327/28 and 62 1 /22 I O  
wi lhoul A for anolher queslion 
R for Queslions 327/28 o r  62 1 /22 1 02 
wi lhou l A for anolher queslion 

R for al  leasl  one of q ueslions 327/28, 62 1 122, 1 1 2 
wi lhou l A for anolher q ueslion 

2) A u th oritarian rep lies 
A for 4 q ueslions 2 
A for 3 q ues tions wi lhoul  R for anolher q uestion 1 0  
A for 2 q ueslions wi lhoul  R for anolher ques tion 77 
A for I queslion wi lhoul R for ano lher q uestion 1 39 

A for al leas l one q ueslion wi lhoul R for anolher queslion 228 

3)  Compromise-orie n ta ted rep lies 
C for 4 ques lions I 
C for 3 queslions wi lhou l  R or A for anolher question 4 
C for 2 queslions wi lhoul R or A for another queslion 2 1  
C for I q uestion wi lhout R or A for another q ues lion 1 7 

for at least  one queslion wi thout R or A for anolher queslion 43 

4)  Con tradictory or neu tra l  rep lies 
R for Question 62 1 /22, A for q ueslion 327/28 1 3  
R for Queslion 327128, A for q uestion 621 /22 0 
R for Questions 327/28 or 62 1 /22, A for Ques tions 422/23 or 424 6 
A for al leasl  one of lhe firs l  lwo queslions ,  R for at least one of  
the last lwo q uestions 1 33 
N for lhe two firs t q uestions , N or R for the lasl  lwo ques tions 49 

Con tradictory on neu lral replies 20 1  

There was a lso a high level of consistency in this complex of 
questions :  in  only thirteen instances did R-replies appear together 



220 The Working Class in Weimar Germany 

with A-replies to the two firs t questions; and in  only six cases did we 
find an R-reply to one of the firs t two questions as wel l as an A-reply 
to the other two questions .  It is of some in terest in this connection 
that R-repl ies to the problem of the employment of married women 
were never as�ociated wi th A-repl ies concerning corporal punish
ment , whereas the converse behaviour occurred thirteen times. This 
would seem to indicate tha t the firs t question went deeper and re
vealed more about the radicalism of the responden t than the latter. 
Apparen tly, all those who were in  agreement wi th the em ployment of 
women were consistent enough not to adopt an A-atti tude to the 

problem of corporal puni shment.  
An authori tarian a t ti tude to a t least one of the four questions, wi th 

no R-replies to the o ther questions,  was shown by 288 respondents .  
On the other hand , there were very few ques tionnaires showi ng an A
response to  a l l  four, or even to  three , questions . As  was the case 
regarding poli tical opinions,  there exi sts a marked con trast  be tween 
the rela tive and absol ute consistency of responses .  It mus t be noted , 
however , tha t six respondents replied i n  an au thori tarian manner to 
one of the first two questions and in a radical  manner to the las t  two. 
By con trast  we met wi th an unsolved combina tion in 1 33 cases ;  thi s  
resul t s trengthens our suppos i tion tha t  R-replies t o  the firs t  two 
questions were m uch more l ikely to be expressions of the personal i ty 
than were such replies to the last two. 

c.  A tt itudes towards Fel low Human Beings 

The third complex of questions relating to att i tudes of sol idari ty or of 
individual i sm towards others,  was covered by  five quest ions :  

Questions 1 36/37/38:  Wha t  i s  your relationsh ip  wi th your col 
leagues a t  work? Wi th your immedia te 
superiors? Wi th those above them? 

Ques tions 434/35 :  Do you lend money or obj ects to friends?  
Why/Why not?  

DConsidera te a tti tudes towards fel low human beings have a grea t 
infl uence on the depth and rel iabil i ty of Socia l i s t  convictions :  the 
Social i s t  programme would be unthi nkable without the sol idari ty of 
the working class , one of i ts cen tral a ims being to bring about a 
comprehensive solidari ty between a l l  human bei ngs . In order to 
grasp emotional a tti tudes on thi s  poin t ,  we chose two problems 
which seemed to us to be bes t sui ted to thi s ,  [namely the questions 
concerning rela tionships to workma tes and the readiness to lend 
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th ings to friends ] .  These two questions were classi fied as fol lows :O 

Table 4 . 1 1 :  Questions 1 36/38: What is your 
relationsh ip with your colleagues at 
work?  With your immediate 
superiors? With those above them? 

Response Categories Classi fica tion 

Colleagues bet ter than superiors R 
Superiors better than colleagues A 

c 
Other N 

The fac t  that a worker had a better relationship wi th his superior 
than wi th hi s  col leagues general ly indica ted a lack of sol idari ty with 
the la t ter as wel l  as  a marked career orien ta tion . Those responden ts 
who got on bet ter wi th thei r col leagues than wi th their superiors 
usual ly  had the opposi te at ti tude . But ,  as wi th the second complex of 
ques tions ,  further dis tinc tions had to be made here . We made the 
basic assumption tha t an R-reply  to the ques tion concerning a 
readiness to lend to friends would tel l  us more about the personal i ty 
than would an R-repl y to the ques tion about  rela tionships wi th 
col leagues and superiors .  In some cases the rela tionship wi th 
col l eagues was be tter  than wi th superiors ; thi s  could easi l y  have been 
due to a lack of opportun i ty to es tabl i sh con tact wi th superiors , so 
tha t an R-reply was not very mean ingful . However ,  those A-replies 
where the rela tionship wi th superiors was described as better were 
deemed to be clear-cut as a matter of principle ,  since they left no doub t 
tha t  those responden ts were in con tact wi th thei r  superiors and 
preferred them to their fel low-workers . 

Table 4. 12: Questions 434/35: Do you lend money or goods to friends? 
Wh y (not)? 

Response Categories Classifica tion 

Yes , wi th comments expressing helpful ness on sol idari ty R 
No, wi th moral-ideological and other comments A 
Condi tional answers C 
Other N 

DReadiness to lend things to friends can wi thout doubt be regarded 
as an i mportan t indicator of at ti tudes towards others . The answers 
al lowed concl usions  to be drawn about whether we were deal ing wi th 
a sel f-cen tred personal i ty for  whom a loving and giving atti tude 
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spel led da nger ,  or if the responden t en tertained posi tive fee l ings 

towards others and found sa tisfaction in helping them . D  
Onl y  those answers which clearl y indicated helpfulness and 

sol idari ty were classed as R-replies .  In con tras t ,  those answering  Yes 
without  further commen ts were though t to show a conven tional 
response ra ther than expressi ng posi t ive feel i ngs; hence they were 
classified as neu tra l .  Equal l y  only those answers were regarded as 
autho rita rian where the comments clearly showed that  their  No 
was based on principles .  Final ly ,  under heading C came those 
responden ts who were wi l l ing to lend on ly  where this was absolu tely 
necessary and the return assured . Very often we came across the 
answer tha t someone could lend nei ther money nor objec ts because he 
had nothi ng to lend ; where it could not be establ i shed whether this 
reply  was a ra tional ization or was true ,  we classi fied these cases as 
neu tra l .  The resul ts were as  fo l lows :  

Table 4. 1 3  

Response ca tegories No. of respondents 

1 )  Radica l answers 
R for Ques tion 434/35, witho u t  A for Ques t ion 1 3 6/38 87 

2)  A u t h oritarian a n s w e rs 
A for at least  one q uesti6n , without R for o thers 1 08 

3) Co mpromise-orien tated answers 
C for at least one q uestion ,  w i th R or A for o thers 1 6  

4)  Contradictory a nd neu tra l  answers 
A for one q uestion ,  R for the other 1 6  
N for both q uestions 3 5 7  

Since the th ird complex con tai ned on l y  two q uestions ,  i t  was 
poss i ble to establish a clear characterization of the answers in a very 
few questionna ires . This  const i tuted a basic di fference from the other 
sets of questions wi th four ques tions each.  There was a l l  the same a 
remarkable consis tency of response :  onl y  s ixteen quest ionnaires 
contained con t radictions be tween R- and A-repl ies .  

d .  Syn dromes and Sy ndrome Format ion  

The next s tep i n  the  research was to  form a syndrome for each 
questionnaire, derived from the final  characterization of the three sets 
of questions which have been dea l t  wi th separate ly  un ti l  now . The 
classification applied was briefly as fol lows :  in the fi rst se t the answers 
to the four questions were given equal weigh t .  The to ta l i ty  was 



Persona lity Types & Po li tica l A t t i tudes 223 

designated as R, i f  at l eas t one reply was class i fied as radical and none 
of the others displayed an au thori tarian at ti tude . An analogous 
procedure appl ied to A-att i tudes .  The le t ter C was given where a t  l east 
one rep ly  was compromise-orien tated and there were no R- or A
repl ies el sewhere .  Where al l ques tions were repl ied to neutral ly or not 
a t  al l ,  we noted thi s  with a dash (-) .  

For reasons already discussed , we  had decided tha t the firs t  two 
questions in the second complex had to be accorded greater 
overal l s ign i ficance with regard to a left -wing out look . The repl ies 
were accordingl y  classi fied as R if a radical a tti tude was shown to at 
leas t  one of the questions wi thou t an R-repl y to the other questions .  
Those responden ts who had been given at  least one A and no Rs  were 
classi fied as au thori tarian (A) .  I f  there were no R- or A-replies but  a t  
leas t one compromise-orien tated repl y ,  the  questionnaire was 
designated as C. In those cases where the repl ies were neu tra l or the 
questions were not  answered , a dash was used ; this practice was al so 
appl ied to those cases where the firs t two questions showed an 
au thori tarian , bu t the las t  two a radica l ,  a tti tude ( . . .  ) . 

When class ifying the th ird complex of questions , a questionnaire 
was designa ted as  R if  one reply  was radical and the other a t  least not 
au thori tarian . The opposi te held good for au thori tarian repl ies . 
Fina l ly ,  responden ts wi th one C-repl y and no R- or A-repl ies were 
taken to be compromise -orien ta ted . As for the other se ts of questions 
a dash indica ted neu tra l  or missing answers . 

The next s tep in the anal ysis was to select those ques tionnaires 
which showed con tradictions in  one or more of the groupings ,  s ince a 
defin i te assessmen t of the responden t was impossible in  such cases .  In 
this  way our material was reduced by eighty-nine questionnaires ;  a 
further nineteen had to be excl uded because they were designa ted as 
neu tral in all three complexes .  There remai ned 474 questionnaires , or 
8 1 %  of the total , for further ana lysis . 

In Table  4. 1 4  we have l i s ted the various combina tions of the three 
sets of q ues tions in order of frequency . In addi tion we give the 
percen tage dis tribu tion according to pol i tica l group,  as wel l  as the 
dis tribution between officia ls  and supporters among the Social 
Democra ts and Communists .  Theore tica l ly ,  any number of 
combinations of the three sets could have emerged . In fact ,  some did 
not  appear a t  a l l , others onl y seldom, and again others compara tive ly  
frequent ly .  This resul t enables one to  assume that  certain syndromes 
correspond wi th widespread psychological s tructures , whereas others 
mus t  be regarded as exceptions .  

Group R-- .  which was  the mos t  common , was made u p  of  
ques tionnai res  wherein the  firs t se t o f  quest ions was  answered in  
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accordance with left-wing doctrines , wh i le  the responses to the second 
and third sets were neutra l .  This atti tude characterized personal i ties 
whose pol i tical ideas conformed to those of left-wi ng parties , but 
whose emotional impulses devia ted from this . The s trength of their 
pol i tical convictions should not be ra ted very h ighly  since their 
opinions were not rooted in emotional needs which form a constant  
source of energy for the defence of  pol i tica l  ideas .  However,  in so far 
as  no authori tarian tendencies were revealed ,  one could ,  on the other 
hand, ascri be complete rel iabil i ty to their pol i tical opinions .  These 
individuals were probably true supporters of thei r party, but not 
ferven t  fighters ; they al ways needed clear and rousing leadersh ip , if  
they were not to relapse in to passivi ty. 

Whereas the combination R-- pointed to a personali ty of radical 
ideas ,  bu t of a ' lagging' though not contradictory psychic make-up , 
Groups RR- and AA- were distinguished by the far-reach ing 
correspondence be tween pol i tica l opinions and personal i ty structure .  
Group AA- was authori tarian ,  Group RR- Social i s t .  I f  one looked a t  
these groups in rela tion to  pol i tical orientat ion , one found that the 
largely consis ten tl y radical combina tion RR- incl uded only 5% 
Socia l  Democrats ,  but  23% Communists .  Nevertheless, there was a 
striking discrepancy between officials and supporters wi thi n  both 
parties; the syndrome RR- occurred three t imes more frequen tly 
among the former than among the latter .  There were a l so surprises in 
the opposi te Group AA- . Since this was undoubtedly an an t i 
Socia l i s t  group ,  one would not expec t to f ind any Social ists in i t ;  but  
to our astoni shment ,  i t  i ncluded 7% Social Democra ts ,  but on l y  1 %  
Communi sts and not a single Left -Social i st .  The next combination 
in our Table was the Group CA- , where an authori tarian a tti tude 
wen t  together wi th a tendency towards reformis t  pol i tical opinions.  
In con tras t ,  respondents scoring RA- were radical in  their opin ions, 
but  a l so au thori tarian in  their personal at t i tudes. Thi s  combination 
was of  particular in terest  to us ,  since it iden tified a personal i ty type 
which m ust be given a particu lar h i s torical signi ficance in Germany.  
(Cf. the more deta i led description in E .  Fromm , 1 936a ) .  Their repl ies 
made clear that  they were , impl ici tl y or expl ict ly ,  of the opinion tha t  
revo lutionary leaders were the  grea tes t  figures in  his tory; tha t  war 
could  be abol ished by a pro letarian revolution; that capi ta l i sm was to 
blame for the  infl ation and that Socialism would lead to a bet ter 
world .  At the same time their personal a tti tude betrayed the wish to 
submit  to a s trong leader and also a desire to dominate the weak. This 
a tti tude was often unconscious .  Had we asked : Wou ld you like to 
submit to a strong leader and to dominate others?,  many,  whose 
answers showed signs  of such a wish , would have repl ied No. 
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e.  A u thori ta ria n ,  Radica l a n d  Rebel lio us A tt i tudes 

What is the significance of the con nection between radical opinions 
and a consciously or unconsciously au thori tarian a t ti tude? The 
authori tarian character can in general be divided in to conservative
authori tarian and rebel l ious-authori tarian sub-groups.  People wi th 
a conservat ive-authoritarian  character basical l y  wish to submi t to 
authori ty and have no obj ections to the public au thori ties in their 
socie ty . The classica l  example of these were the monarch ist  middle 
classes or, specifica l ly, the monarchis t pet ty bourgeoisie, o� the 
Wilhelmine era . Members of this class loved authori ty wi th a l l  i ts 
splendour and symbol s of power ; they iden ti fied wi th i t  and gained 
securi ty and strength from this  iden tifica tion . Their l ives , even i f  not 
bri l l iant ,  were nevertheless fi rmly  ordered . They fel t economica l l y  
secure and  were in charge o f  their households ; whatever rebel l ious 
feel ings they may have had were deeply buried .  

However, this picture changed wi th changes i n  the economic and 
poli tical pos it ion of the pe tty bourgeoisie ,  whose savings were los t i n  
the infla tion o f  1 92 1 -23 .  The fai th in a once-admired monarchi s t  
au thori ty was los t ,  after i ts final col lapse and se l f-abol i tion .  
Previously repressed rebe l l ious impulses were s trongly  s t imulated 
and came in to the open as a resu l t  of thi s .  The petty bourgeoisie ,  and 
above all the younger genera tion , revealed rebel l ious-au thori tarian 
trai ts and rose agains t  the increasingl y hated au thori ties .  The more 
concil iatory and weak authori ty appeared , the more grew their hatred 
and disdain .  This emotional need , con stan t ly  fue l led by hel plessness 
and economic emergencies , was a la ten t one,  but  one which could be 
activated at any time by a pol i tical movemen t offering new au thori ty 
symbols  suggesting the sort of power which no t only the weak 
Republ ican , bu t  also the defea ted monarch is t ,  a ut hori ties l acked . 

In the post-war period such rebe l l ious-au th oritaria n  types of ten 
joined the Social is t  or Co mmunist  parties . The Left was at tractive to 
them, above al l  because it represen ted the figh t against  an authori ty 
which did no t ease the general crisis  and which showed i tse l f  as 
ex tremely weak against attacks by i ts  opponen ts . They were 
indifferent to other aims,  such as happiness .  freedom and equal i ty .  As 
long as the left-wing parties were the on ly ones which appealed to 
their rebe l l ious impu lses .  they wou ld support them en th usiastica l l y ;  
after a l l , i t  was ea sy  to  convince rebe l l ious-au thori tarian 
types that the des truction of capi talism and the setting-up of a 
Social i s t  society were necessary. National Social i s t  propaganda later 
star ted from the same basis : National Social i sm also offered an out let 
for rebel lious feel ings ;  the difference was. however , that the power 
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symbols and authori ties which it attacked were the Weimar Republ ic, 
finance capi tal and the Jews. At the same time, the new ideology 
es tabl ished new au thori ties : the Party, the radical com mu ni ty and the 
Fiihrer ,  whose s trength was underl ined by their bru tal i ty .  I n  this 
manner, the new ideology satisfied two needs at the same t ime
rebel l ious tendencies and the laten t longing for comprehensive 
submission . 

In  our data, the auth oritarian-rebel l ious type was ch iefl y to be 
found in  Group RA-.  The pol i tica l convict ions of these responden ts 
can be presumed to have been considerable and accompanied by 
s trong fee l ings ,  but  the s teadiness of thei r convictions has to be 
regarded as minimal .  Moreover, the Na tional Socia l i s t  idea must  have 
made a greater impact on them than the ideas of the Left. 
Consequen tly th i s  group represen ted precisely those peopl e who 
changed from being convinced Left ists in to equal ly convinced 
Na tional Socia l i s ts ei ther a t  the beginning of the 1 930s or short ly 
after the National Socia l i s t  sei zure of power. 

After the combi nation RA- . there fol low th ree groups in our Table 
whose members were consis tently authori tarian in  their behaviour 
and whose personal attitudes hardly differed from their pol i tical ones. 
The most unambiguous was the com bination AAA, which was 
authoritarian in al l three dimensions .  The syndrome CAA showed a 
tendency towards a reformist  pos i tion,  whi le  the tendency in  the 
syndrome - A- was neutra l . The Socia l i s ts were a lso represen ted in  
these three groups by 1 1 3 Social Democrats and 13  Communi sts .  

Al though we del i berately refrained from carrying out any 
stat ist ical  correlations for groups w i th less than twen ty re
presentat i ves we do wish to present  a breakdown of at least one 
combination,  namel y the syndrome RRR.  This com bination is  

ch iefly of in teres t [because the tabulated data show the actual 
s ign ificance of a consis ten tly radical posi tion among the l eft-wing 
parties ] .  While the com bination AAA contai ned 303 National 
Social is ts ,  but hardly any Left i s ts ,  the Group RRR was exclusively 
fi l led by members of the Left [ i .e .  by 23 Social Democrats ,  43 
Communis ts and 73 Left Socia l i s ts ] .  I t  may seem surpris ing that so 
few Social Democrats and Communists showed evidence of an 
absolutely consis ten t l eft -wing pos i tion; bu t one must  not forget that 
our cri teria were very exacting and that the th ird complex moreover 
contained only two quest ions .  If we put  together the Groups R RR 
and RR- .  both of which had a prereq u i si te a concordance between 
expressed opin ion and character s tru cture ,  there i s  an improvemen t 
of the picture ,  w i th 283 of a l l  Com muni sts and 73 of a l l  Social 
Democra ts belongi ng to these groups . 
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In the fol lowing Table,  the syndromes are grouped in  such a way 
tha t R-centred syndromes a re con trasted wi th A-cen tred ones. Both 
are further sub-di vided in to clear-cu t and various comb inat ions 
sub-groups.  The syndromes RRR and RR-,  as  wel l as AAA and AA
were designated as clear-cu l in thi s  connection ; the second heading 
included groups with a lower level of consis tency. In addi tion , we 
fina l ly  l i s ted R- and A-type questionnaires ;  the res t  was made up of 
the C-cen tred and neu tral groups (see Table 4. 1 5 ) .  

As we have stressed repeatedly, evidence which is  as l imi ted as  ours 
cannot be regarded as a sufficien t basis for an overall classi fication of 
German wage-earners and salaried employees . Moreover, our 
statements have bu t l imi ted validi ty in a methodological sense, s ince 
our procedures can hardly lay claim to being an exact j udgemen t wi th 
regard to each respondent.  Nevertheless, our resul ts are of val ue in 
providing indicators to several  broad and major  trends .  

Wi thout doubt, the most  important  resu lt  i s  the small  proportion 
of left-wingers who were in agreemen t in bo th though t and feeling 
wi th the Social is t  l ine. In cri tical t imes the courage, readiness for 
sacrifice and spontanei ty needed to rouse the less active and to 
overcome the enemy, could on ly be expected from a ra ther smal l  
group of 1 5%. Al though the Left had the poli t ical loyal ty and votes of 
the great majori ty of workers, i t  had by and large not succeeded in 
changing the personal i ty s tructure of i ts adheren ts in such a way that 
they could be rel ied upon in  cri tica l si tua tions .  On the other hand , a 
further 25% of Social Democrats and Communists were in broad 
though less fi rm agreement wi th their party and showed no s igns  of  
any personal i ty trai ts which would have con tradicted the ir  left-wing 
approach.  They could be counted on as rel iable, but not as fervent ,  
supporters . In view of this we are left with an ambiguous picture : on 
the one hand, the actual s trength of the left-wing parties appears to 
have been much less than one might have supposed at first glance, i f  
one looked a t  the numbers . O n  the o ther hand, there was nevertheless 
a hardcore of highly rel iable fighters which should have been large 
enough to pull the less mi l i tant  along in certain circumstances, i .e .  if  
a capable leadership and correct evaluation of the pol i tical posi tion 
had been at hand. 

One must al so not forge t that 20% of the supporters of the workers ' 
parties expressed, in their  opinions and feel ings ,  a clearly 
au thori tarian tendency. Only 5% were consisten tly au thori tarian;  1 5% 
displayed this at t i tude ra ther ambiguously. Beyond this ,  1 9% of Social 
Democrats and Communists tended towards the rebel l ious
authori tarian position wi th clear con tradictions between R- and A
repl ies. 5% of the Left had a compromise-orientated a tti tude,  and 1 6% 
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in al l  came into the neu tral syndrome ca tegory. 
The analysis of differences between the  SPD and the KPD was of 

particu lar in terest to us. Whi le 73 of Social  Democrats and 273 of 
Communi s ts were large ly  cons is ten t! y radical ( RRR, RR- ) ,  a general 
R-cen tredness was nevertheless shown by 283 of the former and 603 
of the la tter. A s imilar tendency was to be found in the distribu tion 
within the au thori tarian-cen tred groups , con taining 283 Social 
Democrats and 83 Communists .  These resu l ts make clear that the 
opinions and atti tudes of the Communis ts were in general more 
consis ten t than those of the Social Democrats ,  amongst whom a 
higher proportion of au thori tarian atti tudes was noticeable. 

The distribution of the con tradictory syndromes was di fferen t .  
Here the percen tage of Communis ts was j us t  as large as that of the 
Social Democrats, which seems to indicate that i t  was not the open ly  
au thori tarian , bu t the rebel l ious-au thori tarians who were rela tively 
widespread among the Commun ists .  Final ly ,  i f  one looks at  the C
cen tred, the Social Democrats (63) were three t imes as frequen tly 
incl ined towards a compromise-orientation than were the Commu
nis ts (23) ,  which was only  to  be  expected in  v iew of  the objective 
differences between the two parties . 

A further ana lysis of the  re lationsh ip of officia ls and supporters 
makes cl ear that i n  both left-wing parties , officia ls  ou t-n umbered 
supporters in the R-groups,  whereas supporters were more frequen t 
in the A-groups . Among the SPD almos t twice as many supporters as 
officials were represen ted in the A-cen tred syndrome, ris ing in the 
KPD to a proportion of l :  1 1 . This confirms the i mpression we had 
gained during the analys i s  of the separate questions that a larger 
difference between officials and supporters exis ted among the 
Communis ts than in  the comparable Social Democratic groups .  

f .  Occupa tion and Origin  

DSince we were able to  estab l i sh s trong correla tions be tween 
personal i ty type and pol i t ical orien ta tion , we wished to know 
whether there were com parable connections between persona lity type 
and economic or occupational  position .  For this purpose the 
responden ts were divided in to whi te-co l lar ,  sk i l led manual and 
unski l led manual groups.  Con trary to our procedure when analyzing 
s ingle ques tions ,  we did not separate out the group of the 
unemployed , s ince we were not at  this poi n t  concerned w i th 
opin ion s,  cus toms and att i tudes w hich might have been de termined 
or al tered by the experience of long- term unem ploymen t;  ins tead, we 
were concerned wi th the influence of the individual ' s  posi t ion in the 
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production process on thei r personal i ty .  For this question, a person 's 
normal occupation is of greater importance than their curren t 
employmen t pos i tion . The resul ts a re  shown in the fol lowing Table:D 

Table 4. 16 :  Response-syndromes and Occupational Groups (%) 

Response-syndrome White col lar Unskil led manual 

R-cen tred 29 43 
A-cen tred 46 34 
Other combinations 25 23 

Tota l  I OO 1 00 

Number 1 67 53 

Skil led manual 

39 
33 
28 

1 00 

323 

The above Table shows that 29% of whi te-col lar workers were R
centred and 46% were A-cen tred , whereas the trend for manual 
workers was in the oppos i te direction . 

In order to es tabl ish whether the s ize of a firm was a factor 
influencing personal i ty ,  sk i l led manual workers who were employed 
in firms wi th less than 1 00 employees were differen tia ted from those 
in factories wi th more than 1 00. The resu l ts were as fol lows : 

Table 4 . 1 7: Response syndromes and size of factory, ski l led workers only (%) 

Response syndrome Firms with Firms with 
up to 1 00 employees over 1 00 employees 

R-centred 34 45 
A-cen tred 38 26 
Other combinations 28 29 

Total I OO J OO 

Nu mber 1 75 1 48 

The Table makes clear that in firms with up to l OO employees , ski l led 
workers tended towards R-centred syndromes,  whereas in larger 
en terprises there were a lmos t twice as many R-centred as A-cen tred 
responses . This trend can be seen even more clearly ,  if the respective 
percen tages of consis ten t R- and A-repl ies are compared ( RRR resp.  
RR-.  AAA resp. AA- ) :  
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Table 4 . 1 8: A- and R-cen tredness ,  among ski l led workers in  la rge & small  firms (%) 

Response syndrome 

Strongly R-centred 
Strongly A-centred 

Firms wi th 
up to 1 00 employees 

9 
9 

Firms wi th 
over 1 00 employees 

1 7  
5 

In  firms wi th more than 1 00 workers there were three times as many 
R-cen tred as A-cen tred responses . If one looks at the effects of the 
individual ' s  role in  the production process on the personal i ty of the 
respondent ,  it appears as if manual workers are moulded m uch more 
in the direc tion of left-wing phi losophy than wh i te-col lar workers .  
These resul ts correspond wi th general theoretica l expecta tions .  

The di fference between skil led workers in large or smal l  firms was 
mos t s triking. In large en terpri ses ,  the individual  worker has far less 
con tact wi th managemen t or the owner than in a small factory . It is 
therefore much less l ikely that workers in large-scale works wi l l  
develop emotional ties wi th their  superiors . For th i s  reason ,  there wi l l  
a lso be  no place for a pa triarchial -authori tarian a t ti tude which i s  
characteri zed by the wish to be  loved and valued by the 'bos s '  ( Chef) 
and the desire to avoid this disapproval . Where these emotional 
factors are lacking, chances for the developmen t of a genera l ly  cri tical 
and independen t a t ti tude are significan tly improved : the lack of 
compet i tion for the boss 's favour as wel l  as the con tact wi th many 
h undreds or thousands of simi larly placed workers s trengthens 
fee l ings of solidari ty and the readiness to act on the basis  of these 
feel ings . 

The final factor tha t  we tes ted for was the regiona l  origin of 
the respondent .  We expected tha t  thi s  factor would also have an 
infl uence on the shaping of the persona l i ty ,  since it makes a 
difference whether a person comes from a town or the country. 
Responden ts who were s trongly R- and A-cen tred were grouped 
according to their regional origin ,  wi th the fol lowing resul ts :  

Table 4 . 1 9: R- and A-cen tred syndromes and origin of respondent (%) 

R-cen tred A-centred 
Urban origin 67 3 7  
Rura l  origin l l 22 
No information 22 4 1  

Tota l 1 00 1 00 

Number 70 60 
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67% of respondents from urban backgrounds, but only I I% from 
rura l  backgrounds ,  showed a s trong R-cen tred syndrome; a radical 
a t ti tude appeared six times as frequen tly in the towns as in the 
country .  The picture for A-centred syndromes was differen t :  here the 
relevant  figures were 37% and 22%, indicating that those born in the 
coun try were almos t twice as  l ikely to have authori tarian tendencies 
as those born in the town .  These resul ts support the view that ,  apart 
from the factor of working in a la rge-sca le enterprise , urban origin is 
an important  pre-condi tion of a personal i ty which is  consistently 
radica l -cen tred. 

g. Examples 

[ In order to clarify to what exten t the various syndromes influe�ced 
the flavour of the whole questionnaire ,  we presen t below five 
examples of the three main syndromes . While  the ques tionnaires 
cannot be reproduced in their entire ty, we have tried to list the 
answers to the most important ques tions . ]  

1 .  A uthorita rian persona lity type 

Question 

1 06 
(occupation ) 

508 
( income) 

1 44 
(how long unemployed) 

1 50 
(previous occupation ) 

1 54 
(favourite al terna tive occupation ) 

Questionnaire 
No: 
59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 

Administrative assistant in government 
statis tical department, age 38. 
Tax official . age 40. 
Proof-reader, age 6 1 .  
Pump attendant ,  age 3 7 .  
Pol iceman , age 33 . 

RM 282-monthly 
RM 350-monthly 
RM 76-weekly 
RM 300-monthly  
RM 230-monthly 

1 4  months 

Printer 
Labourer on a landed estate .  
Typeset ter 
Worker, sailor 
I was a gen tleman's  servant. 

Business man. I am best sui ted for this .  
I am satisfied with my occupation.  
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2 1 6  
( in whom can confide) 

230/3 1  
(al lotmen t, pets) 

233 
(desires for furnishings )  

24 1  
(pictures hanging up) 

242 
(modern suburban houses ) 

244 
( favouri te books)  

248 
(newspapers ) 

254 
(harmful books ) 

The Work ing C lass in We imar Germany 

8 1 35 Sai lor; who can do something abou t tha t .  
9027 Hunter or wa i ter. Hunter, because I love 

nature, wai ter because they earn wel l .  

59 1 8 
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 3 3  
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33  
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 

5933 
8 1 35 

9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 

5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
593 3  

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33  

In wife 
Priest 
Friend (al though married ) 
Wife and pries t 

No; none 
Yes. Chickens.  
No. A dog. 
Yes , chickens, rabbi ts . 

Wri ting desk. 

No wishes. 

Wri ting desk , flower s tand, k i tchen 
furn i ture . 

Enlarged photo of in-laws; bedroom 
picture 'Mother happiness ' 'Parting and 
Re-union '  own poker-work pictures. 
2 of parents ,  2 war pictures, 2 from my 
mi l i tary service period . 
Only a few pictures. 
Pictures of Hamburg, paren ts ,  ch i ldren , 
and the ship on wh ich I served . 
l large s ti l l - l i fe :  roses in  a vase, some 
smal l  pictures, a photograph of my wife 
when she was five, and antlers .  

Good 

They should be better buil t .  

Books on ancient his tory such as Th e 
Last Days of Pom peii.  
The World War. (owns): Memoirs of the 
Kaiser , Bible, Bismarck . 
No. (owns ) :  c. 1 00 books; various .  I read 
7 hours a day a t  work , tha t ' s  enough . 
I have none ,  my  son has al l  the more .  
Lons ,  Fri tz Reu ter and some war books. 

Local paper , broadcasts, Reichsb_eso l
d ungsb latt .  
Loca l paper. 
Local paper ,  correspondence ,  house 
owner gazet te. 
/llo rgenpost . 
The provincia l paper. 

We read l i t tle enough , but believe tha t 
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303 
(Co-operative society ) 

308/09 
( favouri te plays and fi lms)  

3 1 1  
(playing of musical ) 
instrument)  

3 1 8/ 1 9  
(evenings and 
weekends ) 

322 
(conversational 
themes ) 

323/25 
(women's fashions )  

328 
(employment  of married 
women ) 

33 1 
(sport) 

5833 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 

5933 

8 1 35 

9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 

socialist books are harmfu l .  

No 
How could I buy at my enemy 's . 
No, I have other obligations.  
No. German-na tional .  

Lohengrin , Peer Gyn t ,  King Lea r, light 
opere ttas . 
Classical. Wilhelm Tell, Siegfried. 
Classical  
Detective 
Classical for my wife ,  classical and 
modern for me . 

Wife : piano. 
Wife :  piano. 
No one . 
Son :  viol in .  

At home doing jobs in  the house, reading 
and talking. 
Wi th my wife ,  on my plot of land. 
At home , after a walk, 
I go fishing ;  ditto . 
At home . 

Everything, as long as pol i tics remains 
excluded. 
Polit ics 
Poli tics , ques tions of the day . 
About fishing. 
Abou t impending salary cu t .  

No. 
I t is vu lgar. Prosti tutes use such means,  
but not German women. 
I th ink present fashions are very healthy, 
perfume and powder dispensable . 
No: a women who thinks something of 
hersel f  doesn ' t  need such things . 

No. Because i t  deprives men of j obs . 
It reduces the number of marriages and 
births and the sense of family life gets lost .  
Woman belongs in the home. 
Woman belongs in the home. 
No; there isn ' t  even enough work for 
men. 

9027 No, woman belongs in the household. 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 3 3  

None 

Gymnastics 
Fishing 
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334/37 
(societies/ games ) 

34 1 
(rel igious affilia tion ) 

348 
(anything particularly 
proud of) 

349 
(decisive event )  

423 
(responsibil i ty  for fate) 

424 
(world improvement )  

425 
(punishment for 
abortion ) 

The Working C lass in Weimar Germany 

9027 None 

59 1 8  

8 1 3 3  
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 33 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 

Cards, chess (collects) flags from Massary 
cigarette factory. 
Veterans'  association, money, lo ttery. 
Cards for en tertainmen t. 
Anglers Society. 
None. Cards, Prussian lot tery. 

· Evangelical 
Christian 
Evangelical 
Christian 
Evangelica l  

Iron Cross , l s t Class. 
l am proud of my independence,  tha t I 
owe nothing to a nyone, can move as a free 
man and look everyone in the face, 
whoever it may be. 
Two prizes for angling. 
German technology, and that I am a 
German. 

My wife. 
Yes ; long years of nigh t  work on a 
newspaper, where I was able to save; 
1 895- 1 906. 

9027 No. 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 

5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

No. Part ly  for accidents , since agi l i ty ,  
physical characteristics and mental 
abili ties play a part .  
No. God guides our paths .  
Yes . Many people have bad l uck , are 
frequently unemployed.  Many of the 
employed do not take care of their heal th ; 
they do not remember the saying: save 
up in good t ime etc. 
Yes . One makes the bed one must l ie on.  

Tha t  the world should return to God and 
the Kaiser. 
This  question cannot be answered in a 
few words . 
I don ' t  know. 

Unauthorised abortion should be 
punished. 
I t  right ly  exists . 
I consider i t  a crime against one's own 
body. 
I t  is unjus t ,  if abortion is induced by need . 
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426 
(personali ties ) 

429 
(prevention of world war) 

430 
(German j ustice) 

434/35 
(lending of money or goods)  

436 
(party membership)  

466 
(Trade Union ) 

6 1 6  
(occupational training 
under better 
circumstances) 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 

Frederick the Great, Napoleon,  Bis
marck, Hindenburg. 
Bismarck, Hindenburg. 
Napoleon I, Bismarck, Mussolini in  his 
way. 

8 1 35 Luther, Bismarck, Hindenburg .  
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 

One can never prevent a war. 
Not. 
Through recogni tion on the part of the 
nations that peace nourishes , war de-
stroys . 

8 1 35 Not at al l .  
9027 

59 1 8  

8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 

9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 

8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 

5933 
8 1 35 

9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 
9027 

The foundations are good. The restra int  
shown recently by the judiciary should 
only be practised , i f  i t  really promises 
resul ts .  
I t  i s  just .  
Not a patch on old German justice. 
Condi tional discharges and the mild 
punishments for fraud are bad. 
As long as men judge, there will  also be 
miscarriages of j ustice. 

No , because I do not have any money. 
No, I have had bad experiences. 
No. I f  you lend money to a friend, you 
wil l  easi ly gain an enemy. I would rather 
give something. 
Yes ; I have borrowed things mysel f .  
Yes; not money, but other goods. 

None 
German National People's Party (since 
1 9 1 9) .  (Before the War I was a member of 
the Socialist Party . In and after the war I 
changed my views and my atti tude to 
God. In this ,  my wife played the grea test 
part. 
None. 
German National People's Party (since 
1 920) .  
None, because in my view a pol iceman 
must not be partisan .  

Civi l Service Union . 
Sta h lhelm 
German Printers Union (since 1 895).  
Sta h lh elm Self-Help. 
Police Federation . 
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62 1 
(upbringing without 
corporal puni shmen t) 

624 
(sex education ) 
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59 1 8  
8 1 33 
5933 
8 1 35 

9027 

No 

No 
No, because a woman cannot devote 
herse l f  only to the chi ldren . 
No 

59 1 8  
8 1 33 ' -
593 3 
8 1 35 
9027 

Never spent any thoughts on th i s . 
My wife is in favour of early sex 
education , I th ink it is be tter for one 
child, not for the other . 

2.  Radica l (Revo lutionary) personality type 

Question 

1 06 
(occupa tion ) 

508 
( income) 

1 44 
(How long unemployed ) 

1 50 
(previous occupat ion ) 

1 54 
( favouri te a l ternative 
occupa tion)  

2 1 6  
( in  whom can confide ) 

230/3 1  

Questionnaire 
No: 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5 792 

Lorry driver, age 3 7 .  
Machine seuer, age 35 .  
Level -crossing guard ,  age 40. 
Typesetter, age 26. 
Glove cu uer , age 35. 

RM. 66.50 week ly .  
RM.  1 00 weekly .  
RM.  1 50 mon th l y .  
R M .  6 7  weekly .  
RM.  5 1  weekl y (Wife ,  RM 1 5 ) .  

1 8  months .  
7 months .  
No 
1 6  months .  
6 months.  

Locksmi th ,  car repair .  
Ou tfi tter , domestic servan t. 
Labourer 
Machine worker , bui lding worker,  
porter . 

768 1 Building trade . 

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  
5792 

7 68 1  

5057 
9307 
63 1 2 
5792 

768 1 

5057 

Gardener . i f  modera tely  wel l -paid ;  heal th 
(nerves ! )  fresh air ,  pl easure in nature. 
Market gardening, for preference. 
Librarian or reporter ,  because more 
stimulating and in teresting demands.  

I di scuss everything wi ch my compan ion . 
No ,  nobody . 
In my wife .  
In my wife and comrades (where 
particu larly  friend ly) .  
Wife ,  col leagues. 

Yes -
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(Al lotmen t ,  pets ) 

233 
(desires for 
furn ishings) 

24 1 
(pictures hanging up) 

242 
(modern suburban houses ) 

244 
( favouri te books )  

248 
(newspapers ) 

254 
(harmful books )  

303 
(Co-opera tive Society) 

9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

5057 

9307 
63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  

5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

5057 

9307 

63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 

Yes -
Yes . None. 
Yes -
No . A dog. 

Dining-room. 
None, on ly  what is absolu tely necessary . 
Beds , chairs ,  cupboards , a sideboard. 
More comforta ble and practical furn 
i ture .  
l sideboard, 1 wri ting desk .  

Len in ,  Liebknech t, Luxemburg, 1 en 
graving of Friederike, 1 water nymph. 
5 fami ly  pictures, 1 drawing. 
Landscape prin ts .  
Heinrich Vogeler (Worpswede) ,  picture 
by Kol lwitz, Lenin . 
Lenin , picture of fa ther when young. 

Fla t-roofed single family  house. 
Gropius (fla t-roof bu ilding) i s  good.  
Good. One needn ' t  repair  anything, one 
l ives along. Rents not higher than 
elsewhere.  
Good, but  too expensive and far from 
workplace. 
Very good. 

Marx-Engels-Lenin .  
Encyclopaedia,  trave l ,  pol i tics ,  h i s tory . 
No . 
Yes . Gorki ,  Jack London , Sinclair, 
de Cos ter. 
Party l i tera ture. 

Workers' paper, lnprekorr, Interna tiona l 
Unity 
Red Flag, Workers'  Illustra ted Paper, 
Universum Libra ry .  
Wo rkers ' Paper, Workers' Illustra ted . 
Aga inst the Stream ,  People 's R igh ts ,  
Workers '  Po lit ics, Prin ters' Correspon
dence. 
Figh ter, Workers '  Illustra ted Paper. 

Bourgeois trashy novels .  
Na tional istic and war books are harmfu l .  

Trash and  mendacious and tenden tious 
novels ( rel igious ,  pol i tical ) .  

Yes 
No, my · wife doesn ' t  wan t to jo in ,  
a l though her mother was a member . 
Service? 

63 1 2  Yes , si nce i t  i s  a workers '  organisa tion 
and pays benefi ts. 

5792 Yes , because of poli tical a t ti tude. 
768 1 Yes . 
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308/09 
(favouri le play and 
fi lms) 

3 1 1  
(play musical 
instrument)  

3 1 8/ 1 9  
(evenings and 
weekends ) 

322 
(conversational themes) 

323/25 
(women 's fashions) 

328 
(employment of married 
women) 

3 3 1  
(sport ) 
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5057 

9307 

63 1 2  

5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2 
5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 

9307 

63 1 2 

5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  

5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  

Cry out ,  Ch ina; Revo lt in Approved 
Schoo l ;  Russian f i lms.  
Poli tica l ,  scient i fic and revolutionary 
fi lms . 
Modem plays ,  Chaplin , Pa t and Pa ta 
chon. 
Cry out  China; Revo lt in Approved 
School ;  Russian fi lms , Chaplin .  

• In terna tiona l, Kater La mpe, Red Sa ilors, 
March Night ,  Po tem kin, Men in the lee , 
Dea th Ba rge, Ivan the Terrib le. 

Nobody 
Wife: lu te .  

Poli tical activi ties;  wi th the family . 
At home and at gatherings and lectures .  
At home , on a l lotmen t  in  summer. 
At home wi th comrades. In coun try , i f  I 
have no duties wi th organi sa tions. 
Wi th party members , at home . 

Poli tics 
Memories of the 1 9 1 8  Revolution , 
workers' battles, s tandard of living. 
Gardening, economic crisis .  
Poli tics , l i terature , ph i losophy.  
World-poli tical views . 

Yes . I think the latter (perfume , powder , 
l ipstick) is unnecessary for a proletarian 
woman;  I would consider clean liness and 
natural appearance as righ t and proper. 
Yes . (Powder e tc . )  no , nonsense , a healthy 
appearance from sport, swimming, gym
nastics, washi ng ,  is good enough . 
Yes . (Powder etc . )  No. Too expensive. 
Could be used, if there is enough money . 
Yes. (Powder, l ipstick : )  No. Imi tation of 
bourgeois decadence and falsi ty; wi th the 
exception of perfume to counteract the 
possible smell of sweat .  
Yes. (Powder, perfume , l ipstick . )  Un
hygienic.  

Yes . 
No, only if on own ,  husband un
employed. 
No: as long as there are enough men ,  
these should be used. 
Yes , so that the home does not become the 
whole world. 
No, since there is enough work a t  home. 

No time because of poli tical activi ties .  
Gymnastics , ju-j i tsu.  
No. 



Persona lity Types & Polit ica l A tt itudes 24 1 

334/37 
(societies, games) 

3 4 1  
(rel igious affil iat ion) 

348 
(anyth ing particularly 
proud of) 

349 
(decisive event)  

423 
(responsibi l i ty for fate) 

424 
(world 
improvement) 

5 792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  

Cycling. 

No time because of polit ical activities . 
Never 
No, cards for money . 

Free-thinker. 
None 
Evangel ical 
None 
None 

Our fatherland, ' the Soviet Union ' . 
Yes, battles in 1 9 1 8- 1 9  against pol ice 
( Eichhorn ) .  

5792 When I can with success help to 
revolutionise the workers, which is 
unfortunately difficul t  and rare (and 
above all not very visible). 

768 1 Communist party. Russian Revolution. 

5057 

9307 

63 1 2  

5792 
768 1 

5057 

9307 

5792 

768 1 

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  
5792 

768 1 

The war opened my eyes as a Social 
Democrat to real ising that my true fate 
l ies with the Communist International.  
No, nothing can shake me, although I 
deserted in France in 1 9 1 7 . 
The early death of my father and the War 
(serious war inj ury) .  
What is 'fate'? Too metaphysical .  
The War. 

No; 1 )  through wrong education by par
ents and 2) through one-sided education 
at school in the capitalis t  state ,  where 
workers' chi ldren only learn as much as 
is needed to exploit them as workers. 
No, man is the product of current  power 
relations between capital and labour and 
upbringing. 
Insofar as the individual does not suffer 
from a genetic disease or is somehow 
abnormal,  his being is determined by his 
environmen t. 
Yes. Lack of self-discipline. 

Through the Communist social order . 
Through a Socialist economy, compre
hensive schools ,  education for commu
ni ty enl ightenment, bu t only after the 
seizure of power by the workers. 
Through Social ism. 
Socialism. As a first stage through the 
dictatorship of the proletariat under a 
Marx ist, revolu tionary leader. 
Overthrow of capitalism. Establ ishment 
of a Socialist  s tate. 
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425 
(punishment for abortion ) 

426 
(personal i t ies)  

429 
(prevention of world 
war) 

430 
(German j us tice) 

434/35 
( lending of money or 
goods ) 

436 
(party membership) 

446 
( trade union) 
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5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5 792 
768 1 

Rescinding of paragraph 2 1 8. 
Against abortion, bu t for contraception. 
No 
Against 
Hostile. 

5057 Marx , Engel s ,  Lenin ,  Stal in,  Rykow. 
9307 Marx , Engels , Las salle, Lenin ,  Liebk

63 1 2  
5792 

768 1  

5057 

9307 

63 1 2  
5792 
768 1  

5057 

9307 
63 1 2  

5792 

768 1  

5057 
9307 

63 1 2  
5792. 

768 1 

5057 

9307 

63 1 2 

5792 
7 68 1  

505 7 
9307 
63 1 2 
5792 

- necht (with the exception of wars also 
Napoleon) ,  Singer, Behel ;  (at  present : )  
no-one discovered yet, perhaps Stal in .  
Lenin ,  Liebknech t, Luxemburg. 
Marx , Lenin for Social ism; Mussol ini  
for the bourgeoisie; al l  of these for the 
workers. 
Lenin ,  Karl Marx, Stal in.  

Through the working class ,  whereby they 
turn the coming war against  the Soviet 
Union in to a civil war against  the 
exploi ters . 
Take up arms and figh t agains t  all the 
oppressors in one ' s  own country. 
Through the action of the workers . 
Conquest of power by the proletariat . 
Through s t ri kes, mass mobil isation of 
the international worki ng class .  

One-sided class  j ustice, worse than a t  the 
t ime of Bismarck. 
Class justice. 
Class j us tice. I t  always depends on who it 
is who is to be sentenced. 
One of the best function ing apparatuses 
of power of the rul i ng class and of the 
capi tal i s t  s tate apparatus.  
Class j us tice. 

I haven ' t  any money-obj ects ,  yes .  
No, those who love their things, don ' t  
lend them. Lose money-or lose a friend. 
Yes . To hel p. 
Yes . Money only .  if there is any, and the 
person taking it has a decen t face. 
No, because I am wi thout means.  

German Commu nist  Party (since its 
foundation) .  
German Communist  Party since 1 926. 
before that German Social Democratic 
Party. 
No , in order not to be disadvantaged at  
work (Voting: Communis t ) .  
German Communist Party (Opposition ) .  
German Communis t  Party ,  s ince 1 9 1 9 . 

German Transport Associat ion.  
Union of German printers, s ince 1 9 1 3 . 
Union of Railwaymen. 
Printers ' Union. 
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6 1 6  
(occupa tional training 
under bet ter 
circums tances) 

62 1 
(upbringing wi thout 
corporal punishmen t) 

624 
(sex educa tion ) 

768 1  German Tex tile Workers ' Un ion Op-

5057 
9307 
63 1 2  
5792 
768 1 

5057 

9307 

63 1 2  

5792 

position. 

Out of the ques tion. 
H igh school (according to abi l i ty). 
High school .  

Yes . Because one achieves more with 
sensible words than with blows . 
Yes , by example, sometimes strict atti
tude. 
Yes .  Because children of proletarians get 
beaten enough as it i s .  
No .  Lack the educational qualification to 
correct a child without resort to these 
means .  

768 1  One achieves one's goal better with 
children through kindness and love. 

5057 

9307 
63 1 2  

We both bel ieve w e  should enl ighten our 
children before they leave school .  
Very necessary. 
It is right. Children are then protected 
from i l lness and misfortune. 

5792 Necessary, to coun teract dangers and 
exaggera ted fan tasies and to s trengthen a 
sense of responsibi l i ty. 

768 1 It is very important  to en l ighten children 
about sex in good time. 

3. A mbiva len t persona lity type 

Question 

1 06 
(occupation)  

508 
( income) 

1 44 
(how long 
unemployed) 

1 50 
(previous occupation ) 

Ques tionnaire 
No: 

5774 
5720 
7 252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7 252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

Typecas ter, age 46. 
Typesetter , age 60. 
Shop ass is tan t, age 32 .  
Locksmith,  age 3 7 .  
Pri nter, age 29. 

RM 90, weekly. 
RM 80, weekly. 
RM 1 80,  monthly .  
RM 60, weekly. 
RM 65, weekly. 

Yes , 4 months 
5 mon ths 
1 4  months 

Mechanic 
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1 54 
( favouri te al ternative 
occupation) 

2 1 6  
(in whom ca n  con fide) 

230/3 1 
(allotment,  pets) 

233 
(desire for 
furnishings) 

24 1 
(pictures hanging up) 

242 
(modern suburban 
houses) 

244 
( favouri te books)  

248 
(newspapers) 
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5774 

5720 
7252 

5750 

7804 ' 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 

7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5720 

7804 

5774 

5720 

7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 

7252 

5750 
7804 

Employmen t by State, because en ti tled to 
a pension . 
None 
Kindergarten teacher, I l ike children very 
much , so that this profession would fully 
sati sfy me. 
Businessman,  more possibi l i ties for up
ward mobil i ty.  

In  wife. 
In wife. 
In mother and girl -friend. 
Above all  in wife or colleagues . 
Only in wife. 

No -
No -
Yes. A dog. 
No . A cat.  
No . 

Piano and wri ting desk. 

Piano 
C.o mplete bedroom and sitt ing-room. 

Pictures 
Souvenirs ,  diplomas, pictures of paren ts 
and chi ldren . 
2 pri n ts by Bocklin ,  1 etching, 2 
silhouette pictures. 
Family pictures and pictures of nature. 
2 prin ts of oil  paintings . 

Partly whi te good, only beyond reach . 
Good, because necessary. 
Partly good. 
Not up to much ,  but better than houses 
in old town centres. 
Very good. 

From far-away con tinen ts , classica l ,  
antiquity. 
Scheffel; (owns: )  Classics, encyclopaedia, 
li terary stories . 
Jorn Uhl von Frenssen and books by 
Fel izi tas Rose. 
No. 
Travel logs. 

Reading group. 
SPD paper, Printers ' Correspondence , 
Workers' Gymnast ics Paper. 
Party paper (R hein ische Zeitung) , trade 
union paper, Ulls tein's B lat t  der Haus
frau .  
Frankfurter Genera lanzeiger 
None. 
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254 
(harmful books) 

303 
(Co-operative society) 

308/09 
(favourite plays and 
films)  

3 1 1 
(play m usical 
instrument)  

3 1 8/ 1 9  
(evenings and 
weekends) 

322 
(conversat ional themes) 

323/25 
(women 's  fashions)  

5774 
5720 

7252 
5750 

Yes ,  mass-produced books . 
Trashy and serialised novels, because 
they present the young with an im
possible fan tasy world. 

7804 Romances (Sittenromane), which in our 
view do a lot of harm. 

5774 
5720 
7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 

No. 
Yes . 
Yes , because it is alleged to be a 
Socialist undertaking. 
Yes. 
No. 

Carmen, Tannhiiuser, Lohengrin, 
Fidelio, Tosca ,  The Jewess; nature 
pho tographs. 

7252 Tit!fland, Cha lk Circle , Tria l of Mary 
Duggan , House of Three Girls. 

5750 Carmen, Peer Gyn t, Freischiitz, Russian 
films.  

7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 

7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 
1)720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 

7252 

5750 

7804 

Lohengrin , A ida . 

Brother : gui tar 
Nobody 
I play the mandol in . 

At home 
In l ike-minded company. Woods and 
fields. 
At home, outdoors in good weather; 
partly al home, partly on hikes. 
At home with family.  Excursions . 
With family.  

Depends on time. 
Pol i tical and union mauers of the day. 
Matters of the day, and travel experiences. 
Art, sport ,  local even ts. 
The good old days. 

Yes.  No. Bubikopf is practical and 
hygienic;  powder and lips tick is  un
natural ,  resp. damnable. 
No. Al l artifice in this regard is bad ,  
particularly damnable are court shoes 
(wi th high heels ) .  
Yes , if not  exaggerated; (powder: )  no ,  I 
th ink it is unhygienic and ugly to presen t  
a pain ted face t o  the world. I can 
understand that one uses perfume. 
No . Perfume is alright,  but not powder 
and l ipstick. A women who uses these 
thin gs does appear tarty. 
No . No . 
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328 
(employment of married 
women ) 

33 1 
(sport) 

334/37 
(societies, games ) 

34 1 
(rel igious affi l iation) 

348 
(anything particularly 
proud of) 

349 
(deci s ive event )  

423 
(responsibi l i ty for 
fa te) 
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5774 
5720 

7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 

7252 

No, belongs in the home. 
No . To look after household is more 
important .  
No, a woman cannot be a complete 
mother and housewife, i f  she i s  also 
employed in a job. 
No. The household suffers . 
No. A married woman belongs m the 
home. 

Hiking. 
Gymnastics .  
Hiking. 
Swimming. 

-; chess . 
Choral society; -
No; no. 
Choral society. Cards . Hamburg lottery. 

Free 
None 

Evangelical 
Evangel ica l  

Wife and child, and that I can give my 
chi ld  a bet ter chi ldhood than I had. 
Founding member and 35 years of  service 
as official in the workers ' gymnastics 
movement ,  42-year membership of trade 
un10n . 

5750 That I have worked hones tly and fa irl y 
for a quarter of a century from morning 
to night, and have achieved noth ing. 

7804 When I was the only boy at school who 
was given a book on 1 5 . 6. 1 9 1 3 , on the 
occasion of the 25th Jubilee of Kaiser 
Wilhelm II and with the dedica tion : 
given by the school as a distinction.  

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 

7804 

My youngest brother died in April 1 9 1 1 ,  
my father died in June, and three months 
la ter my e ldes t brother died. 

5774 Yes : through onesel f: no; because of 
economic condi tions. 

5720 Partly,  but paren tal upbringing, edu
cation and economic crises can have a 
detrimental  inf! uence. 

7252 No , circumstances are s tronger than the 
individual ,  he usua l ly  has to adapt 
against  his  wil l .  
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424 
(world improvemen t) 

425 
(pun ishment for 
abortion 

426 
(personali ties ) 

429 
(preven tion of world 
war) 

430 
(German jus tice ) 

434/35 
( lending money or 
goods ) 

436 
(party membership) 

5750 Partl y ,  yes . All the same, as a worker I can 
do l i t t le abou t this . 

7804 Yes . Some people ru n headlong and 
consciously towards ruin ,  and have to 
suffer for it for the rest of their lives. 

5774 Through Socialism ;  which wan ts to unite 
capi tal and labour and thus put men on 
an equal footing. 

5720 Through the actual and honest en
l ightenmen t of the masses . 

7252 First of all men must be dutiful and 
idealis tic, withou t greed or sel fishness. 

5750 An end to an economy based on profi t 
ins tead of one based on need. 

7804 

5774 

5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 

To be rejected, if  done for profi t ;  to 
be supported, if done by doctor. 

I am against punishment. 
After the third chi ld, abortion should be 
a llowed through a doctor. 

Workers ' leaders of the trade unions. 
Dr Martin Luther. Briand. 
Goethe, Marx, Behel ,  Bismarck, Gandhi .  
Bismarck, Liebknecht, Edison . 

Through ra ising the masses, and under
standing. 
See Question 424, and heavy punishmen t 
of a l l  warmongers , fra tern isa tion of 
nations. 

7252 Through a policy of in ternational 
unders tanding. 

5750 Unifica tion of world proletariat. 
7804 Not to be avoided ,  as long as one nation 

is maligned by another (occurs al ready 
at school ) .  

5774 
5720 
7252 

5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 
5720 

7252 

Not much 
Do not think much of i t .  
Not  a lways fair. S t i l l  influenced by the 
dus t of the Kaiser s tate. 
Not just .  Class difference. Man is man. 
Good. 

No. Have nothing.  
No. Destroys the friendship . 
No . I have nothing to lend. 
No. On principle. 
No . Am myself in bad circu mstances 
financial ly  because of being unemployed. 

German Social Democra tic Party. 
German Social Democratic Party (for 40 
years ) .  
German Social Democratic Party. 
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446 
( trade union) 

6 1 6  
(occupational training 
under better 
circumstances) 

62 1  
(upbringing wi thout 
corporal punishment)  

624 
( sex education) 
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5750 None . Am in favour of works ' organi
sation. 

7804 

5774 
5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 
7252 
5750 

7804 

5774 

5720 
7252 
5750 
7804 

5774 

5720 
7252 

Printers ' Union. 
Printers ' Union since 1 888. 
Central Union of German Employees. 
Left the Metal Workers ' Union. 
Union of German Printers . 

High school, to j oin Marines as wireless 
operator. 

High school to enter business. Do not 
have the financial means to real ise this 
wish for my child. 
(Are still too small ) .  

No. Up t o  a certain age, and not at every 
opportuni ty. 
Yes. 

Yes . Discipl inary punishments are better. 
Yes. I have observed that a good word 
achieves more than a beating. 

Not much, since i t  is not the child 's  
desire for knowledge which is  satisfied 
but the desire to enter even more deeply 
i nto that secret world, and that is 
harmfu l .  

5750 When a child leaves school i t  should have 
been fully enl ightened. 

7804 We think early enlightenment is good. 



Appendix I 

ERNST SCHACHTEL 

Literary Style and Personality 
Traits 

The psychological analys is  of  l i terary s tyle can prove a frui tfu l  
approach , when one is conducting a wri t ten inquiry wi th the a im of 
obtaining information on the personali ty of responden ts .  In the 
presen t  s tudy, we made some use of this  technique so as to be in a 
better posi tion to put individual answers in to the respective 
categories of our in terpretation. On occasion , the wording of a reply 
may be psychological ly more informative than the con tent .  But the 
analysis of l i terary style i s  most meaningful when undertaken not in 
relation to single questions but in relation to the whole 
questionnaire; i t  is only in such cases that one can hope to gain 
information about the personal i ty structure of a respondent.  

I t  is generally accepted that a relationsh ip exists between 
persona lity and literary sty le , that an individual 's  style is in some 
ways characteristic of him alone. * In  French, thi s  is expressed i n  the 

•See F. H .  Al lport, L .  Walker, E.  Lathers, 1 934 .  In this study about Written 
Composition and Characteristics of Persona lity, two of the authors-Walker and 
Lathers-undertook a comparative analysis of 630 s tuden t essays, in which they sought  
to  assign each essay correctly to i t s  au thor. Whi le probabi l i ty theory predicted an 
expected val ue of 1 . 6  for a correct assigning, and the highes t poss ible value was 8,  
Walker/Lathers achieved a value of 4 .  Starting from the question as to how far the 
essays could be correctly iden ti fied or assigned, the study was above all concerned with 
the possible criteria for such an identi fica tion . The fol lowing characteri s tics were seen 
as promising in this regard: personal i ty tra i ts ,  the con ten t of the essay , j udgment abou t 
i ts  style (e.g. express ive, good, developed , or l i terary s tyle) ,  the external form of the 
essay ,  type of mistakes , and the at t i tude of the wri ter towards the essay or i ts subj ect. 
The authors came to the conclus ion that ' the precise nature of the characteris tic upon 
the basis of which iden ti fica tion is made, is very elus ive '  (ibid. p. 24) and 'too elusive to 
be stated adequately in language' ( ibid. , p .69). Another attempt to gain information 
about personality from essays derives from Martin Keilhacker ( 1 936) who analysed 
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phrase 'Le sty le ,  c 'est l 'homme'  and we can often ac tua l ly  identify a 
writer or a friend by his style.  With this in mind, our purpose was to 
try and establ ish how far the relationship between the individual 
and his l i terary style could  be fru i tfu l l y  brought to bear on the 
assessment of his  personal i ty .  We thus wanted to di scover the 
psychological connection between style and wri ter and to find ou t 
which personal i ty traits were 'reflected in  particu lar s ty l i st ic 
pecul iari ties . 

There seem to be basical l y  two ways in which style migh t tel l us  
something about a person: one may find cons tant ly recurring 
pecul iari ties of expression which give a piece of prose i ts respective 
unique colouring; or a particular emotion may be brought out by an 
individual remark at  a particu lar point wi thin the treatment of a 
given theme. Al though the wri ter is probably not conscious of this 
emotion , he is stimulated by i t  in such a way that i t  finds expression in 
an unpleasant  tone ,  a s l ip of the pen or something similar.  In 
thi s way, an individua l ' s  general style can be examined in  paral lel 
with this general a tti tude, whi l e  the special features of an individual 
statement correspond to his  a t ti tude wi thin a specific si tua tion ; for 
in general each si tuation acts to release certain emotions which may 
be reflected in spoken or wri t ten expression .  

Normal ly ,  personal i ty is  more clearly revealed in  speech than in 
wri tten prose. The differing value of the spoken and the wri t ten word 
for an assessment of personali ty is largely based on the fact that the 
relationship between what a person wri tes and how he/she phrases i t  
i s  usual l y  less direct than the l ink between a talking person and the 
expressions used by him/her. • There are more people who speak than 
w ho write in  a natural and spontaneous manner. \Vri t ing is an 
unfami l iar activity for many people ,  and for even more of them i t  i s  
l ikely to appear as a kind of set  task needing to be wel l mas tered. 
No doubt these factors have a considerable i nfl uence on the manner 
in which a person wri tes .  For a scientific assess ment ,  however, a piece 

numerous essa y s ,  mostly by fi n a l -year h i gh sd10ol � tuden t s ,  in h i �  C h a ra k te ro logiscli e 

A ufsa tzun tersuchungen (Ch ara cter A n a lyszs fro m  Essays) .  Kei lhacker concentrated 
mainly on the content  of the essays and only analyzed the ' l i nguis t ic aspect '  from th� 
viewpoin t  as to how far the wri ter is in  command of language as a form of express ion,  
and i f  language was a factor which hindered or hel ped i n tel l ectual production and in to 
which direction language tended to push this  product ion. 
11This is only t r u e  on average , s i nee t here are cases w here this d i fference does not exis t  or 
where even the opposi te can be observed . In cases of serious nervous disorder, for 
example ,  oral expression may be so inhi bi ted tha t apart from this fact ,  one can deduce 

nothing abo u t  the personal i ty  from the spoken word. In such cases wri t ing may be a 
' freer' form of express ion : the lack of direct personal con tact may release the wri ter from 
many of the inhibi t ions  aris i ng from such an i n teraction . 
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of wri ting has a techn ical advan tage : i t  i s  eas i ly  access ible and 
represen ts a completely obj ective record. A s imilar record of the 
spoken word is much more cost ly to produce and necessitates the use 
of complicated technical equipmen t .  

When analyzing  a person ' s  l i terary style ,  the consideration of those 
fac tors which influence the expression of personal i ty ,  i .e .  which 
con tribute to what we cal l  the writ ing situation,  is of primary 
importance . ( . . . ) These social and individual factors vary according to 
the purpose of the writing: when a pupil composes an essay, or a 
person wri tes  to a superior,  or  for a j ob ,  or h urriedly to a friend ,  or 
when he repl ies to a questionnaire-his l i terary style wi l l  vary 
according to each particular circumstance .  Even in the si tuation in 
which we are particularly in teres ted-namely ,  fi l l ing in a 
ques tionnaire- the psychological meaning of th i s  for the individual 
i s  by no means clear-cut :  the ins ti tutions which are to receive the 
questionnaire and their significance for the responden t, the purpose 
of the q uestionnaire and i ts subj ective meaning as well  as the degree 
of anonymi ty-al l  th is makes for high ly  diverse si tuations as far as 
the responden ts are concerned. Moreover, a ques tionnaire concerned 
with a general social inquiry places the respondent in qui te a 
differen t posi tion than would,  for example,  an i n te l l igence tes t  which 
crea tes an examination s i tua tion . 

In addi tion to the above-men tioned fac tors one mus t take in to 
accoun t tha t  the wri ting si tuations are socia l ly different iated. 
Especia l ly  in a ques tionnaire such as our own, wri ting ski l l s  and 
fami l iari ty wi th the topic of the investiga tion are of the greates t 
importance .  A journal i s t  who wri tes dai l y  about subjec ts similar to 
those posed by us i s in a very differen t posi tion to the peasan t who 
seldom wri tes and who is  far less famil iar wi th the problems they refer 
to . A clerica l  worker or lower civil  servan t wil l perhaps take the same 
a t ti tude towards fi l l ing in the questionnaire as they have when fi l l ing 
in a form-they wil l  offer no answers to matters they are not sure 
about  and wil l  aim at  mathematical exacti tude in their s ta tements. 
Fi nal ly ,  the wel l -informed urban worker may be famil iar wi th the 
ques tionnaire topics but wi l l  usual ly  have difficul ty in formulating a 
wri t ten reply .  

Only  when one has  taken these si tua tional factors- the purpose of  
the  wri ting and the social posi tion of the wri ter-sufficien tly in to 
accoun t can one move on to an ana lys is  of the persona l factors of the  
writing situat ion of each individua l .  Thus,  for example,  a shy 
person who is afraid each time he answers a question that he has 
repl ied incorrectly and worries about whether what he has wri t ten 
could be used against  h im,  experiences the wri ting si tuation qui te 
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di fferently to someone who has never given such matters any thought ,  
but who i s  perhaps p leased to be able to offer his  opin ions .  

In many instances , i t  i s  preci sely because of the pecul iari ty of the 
wri ting si tuation that personali ty trai ts and the psychic mechani sms 
connected wi th 'one 's  feel ings about  onese l f '  (Selbstgefilh l )  are 
made particularly clear through the wri ting process . By Se lbst
gefi"th l  (and wi thout  wi shing to gi ve a com ple te defin i tion of thi s 
very complicated concept)  we mean the particular manner i n  which a 
person evaluates hi msel f in  relation to others. Thi s  self-evaluation 
can range from the completely conscious to the complete ly 
unconscious . Conscious and unconscious sel f-eval uations can even 
exi st  s ide by side and in opposi tion to one another : for instance, i t  is 
possib le for a consci ous anxious modesty to conceal an unconscious 
imaginary sense of greatness ;  or by contrast  to conscious arrogance to 
hide an unconscious feel i ng of extraordinary weakness. Sometimes,  
the Selbstgefuh l  seeks to compensate for an existi ng lack of 
confidence; occasi onal ly  an actual insecuri ty may also be mirrored in 
feeli ngs of insigni ficance , inferiori ty and helplessness. The specific 
means which an i ndividual uses to maintain or increase h i s  
Se lbstgefilh l  are c losely connected wi th his  personal i ty .  Se lbstgefu lz l 
thus in  turn points to numerous psychic mechanisms which go i n to 
moulding the overal l personal i ty s tructure. 

Normally self-eva lua tion is based on a compari son wi th o thers- a 
process which , bei ng the essen t ia l  basis  of Selbstgefiih l , can take 
di fferent forms.  It may take the course of ap active comparison wi th 
others ; but it may a lso assume pass ive f�rms.  In the la t ter case , a 
person's  Selbstgefuh l  wi l l  be influenced by h i s  knowledge or h i s  
assumptions about what  others think or  migh t  th ink  of h im .  Because 
Se lbstgefii.h l  is u l timately based on a compari son wi th others , 
si tuations where a person comes in to contact wi th others have a 
particu lar in fluence on thi s  Selbstgefu h l  and i ts defence mechani sms.  
This  influence i s  particularly importan t in s i tuations where the 
person seeks to make a particular impression. Thus .  one respondent 
migh t seek to impress the reader with his erudi tion when answering a 
questionnaire, whi le  another might  regard i t  as a form of tes t and 
therefore try to avoid making 'mis takes ' .  

According to the role which Selbstgefil ll l plays in  the response
a tti tude , we can di fferent ia te between object-orien tated and se lf
orientated types of expression .  I f  int eres t and purpose is tota l ly  
concentrated on the object  wi th wh ich he is  concerned , the form of  
expression wil l  also be object-centred: in such cases , the s tyle of  
wri ting is  to be characterised as object-orien ta ted , which does not 
however mean tha t i t  i s  not  coloured by the i ndividual manner of 



E. Schachtel: L iterary Style & Persona lity Tra its 253 

seeing and thinking about things.  On the other hand , a sel f
orien tated form of expression does not imply egoism , but an att i tude 
which i s  more concerned with sel f-evaluation than with the obj ect
even the choice of words may in this case be determined by the defence 
mechanisms of the Selbstgefuh l . We can find many examples of 
purely object-cen tred forms of expression , but hardly any of purely 
sel f-cen tred forms;  the purpose of both spoken and written expression 
is to communicate something, so that sel f-centredness is only 
secondari ly reflected in the specific choice of words.  But j ust as a 
subj ective presenta tion of the sel f can be formulated in  an object
cen tred manner wi thout regard to Selbstgefuh l ,  an object ive and 
neutral fac t can al so be expressed in a strongly sel f-cen tred form. Al l 
in al l ,  therefore , we must expect many trans i tional forms and 
combinations between a sel f-cen tred and an object-centred style. 

Perhaps the most usual form of a sel f-centred style is that in which 
the writer attempts to enhance h i s  self-estimation through the val ue 
and importance of the words he selects. The way in which these 
words are used probably depends on the writer ' s  social  position as 
wel l as on his personal preferences:  where one person may seek to 
express h imsel f in 'cu l tured' terms, another may adopt a 'mannered' 
style, whi le  a third wi l l  give his opinions in  as profound and involved 
a manner as possible .  O thers wi l l  choose words which sound s ti l ted in 
order to develop a pompous style in this way . Particularly 'poetic '  or 
sensi t ive forms of expression can also help to strengthen the 
Selbs tgefu h l. Final ly ,  there are a l so people who seek to demonstrate 
their 'cul turedness '  by using as many quotat ions as possible .  Al l these 
forms of sel f-cen tred expression can be subsumed under the notion of 
a narcissis t ic s ty le. 

The different  variations of the narcissistic style may be 
characterised as meaning that the speaker or wri ter, in adopting a 
certa in formulation,  i s ,  so to speak, also hearing himsel f :  a 
narcissist ic person more or less consciously registers what effect his  
words have on himself ,  and i s  less  concerned with the subject he is 
discussing than wi th a choice of words which might serve to presen t 
him in  a good l ight .  In the fol lowing, we shal l select some examples 
of the sel f-cen tred style from our data. Several examples from each 
questionnaire wi l l  be given in order to show how specific psychic 
tendencies are repeated irrespective of the subject under discussion . 

Questionnaire 309 i s  a good example of a s tyle which aims to 
impress the reader and to enhance the wri ter ' s  Selbstgefuh l  through 
the choice of particu larly 'cu l tured ' and st i l ted words : 

Question 1 40 :  How do you spend your annual  ho lidays? 
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Response : 

Ques tion 1 54 : 
Response : 

Ques tion 232:  
Response: 

Question 3 1 8 : 

Response:  

Ques tion 336:  
Response :  

Question 348 : 

Response : 

Ques tion 424 : 
Response : 

Appendix I 

'All  alone in the deep peace of the mountains or the 
fores ts . ' 

Which occupation wou ld you like best?  
'My in teres t l ies  in hort icu lture [Garten baukunst ] . ' 
( ins tead of saying 'gardening' he says 'horticul ture ' 
in order to show that he has 'higher'  in teres ts . ) 

What furn iture do you have? 
' . . .  Divan ' .  (The more common word 'couch '  would 
not be  refined enough. ) 

Where and how do you best like to spend the 
even ing? 
'At home w i th my spouse [Gatt in ] . '  ( Ins tead of the 
usual 'at home'  or 'a t home wi th my wife ' . )  

What  do you th in k  about t he great increase i n  sports? 
'Am a lover of sport . '  (A 'mannered expression for 
'am in favour' or ' think i t  i s  right ' . As wi th the word 
'horticul ture ' this serves h i s  need to e levate his  
activi ties . ) 

ls there any thing in your l ife of w h ich you are 
particu larly proud? 

'In my opi n ion ,  paren ts and one's heal th are the 
grea tes t things that man as man [der Mensch a ls 
Mensch ]  can possess . '  (The meaningless repeti tion 
'man as man ' i s  meant to make a special impression . )  

How in your opinion can t he wo rld b e  improved? 
'The world can be improved through the general 
good of in ternational world economic transactions 
[ Weltw irtschafthandels] . ' (A meaningless combina
ation of ca tchwords taken from the newspapers : he 
probably thinks they are particu larly high-sounding 
words . )  

Ques tions 427 I What  form of governm en t  do you th in k  is the 
28: best? 

Response : ' Personally experienced consequences of  the War 
have taugh t me : to be human [Mensch ] means being 
a democratic republic . ' (Again a grammatical ly  
i mposs ible and meaningless sen tence which was 
probably meant to impress by i ts proverb-l ike 
character . )  

Another respondent ( Questionnaire 600) tried to mcrease the 
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significance of his  words by inserting a dash in front of them. I ts 
purpose was apparen tly to prepare the reader for a surprise or 
paradox which ,  however ,  never came; on the con trary, i t  was usually 
fol lowed by a most banal reply : 

Question 328:  

Response: 

Quest ion 349: 

Response : 

Question 33 1 :  
Response:  

Question 622 :  

Response : 

Question 64 1 :  
Response : 

Do you t h in k  it is righ t that  married women should 
have a jo b? 
' She belongs-in the home. ' 

Was there an event in your life-w hether good or 
bad-w h ich was decisive for your fate? 
'The-nature of man : in addi tion , the World War . '  
( I t  can be  seen that the respondent also shows 
preference for a 'mannered' style. ) 

What sports do you do? 
' Collecting my thoughts, on long walks . '  

D o  y o u  t h ink  t h a t  o n e  can bring up ch ildren ent irely 
w ithout  corpora l pun ishmen t ?  
'Opinions are no t  always comprehended j ust  
psychically . ' 

Last occupation of your mother-in- law? 
'Spouse of the owner of  a gardening centre . ' 

A further group of  styl ist ic phenomena can be traced to the particular 
at ti tude of the respondent towards authori ty : here the wri ter attempts 
to adapt h i s  prose to that of an authority-whether i t  be an individual 
or an ins t i tu tion . Ins t i tu tional au thori ties such as schools ,  public 
offices and the mi l i tary are the source for a school-master- l ike style, 
for specifically bureaucratic language and for terse mi l i tary forms of 
expression . The fol lowing answers from Questionnaires 390 and 4 1 8  
are examples o f  identi fication with the au thority of schools or the 
s ta te bureaucracy : 

Question 1 40 :  
Response : 

Question 3 1 7 :  

How do you spend your  annual  ho lidays? 
'For years I have used what  are termed 'holidays ' 
[ F erien]  for my trade-union courses. '  (This  
formulation i s  typical bureaucratic German , and i t  i s  
therefore not surprising that the responden t would 
most l ike to be a 'middle-grade officia l in the 
Prussian S tate service ' (Question 1 54 ) . )  

A re the  radio programmes to your  lik ing? 
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Response: 

Question 324:  
Response: 

Question 327 : 

Response: 

Question 428 :  
Response :  

Question 43 1 :  
Response: 

Appendix 1 

' In  the evening hours I wish to see the cul tivation of 
the German language. ' 

Do you l ike short hair (Bubikopf )?  
'Remain as Nature made you , wear your hair short 
for heal th reasons. ' (Schoolmaster- l ike ,  proverb- l ike 
character.. ) 

Do you t h in k  it right that married women sh o u ld 
have a jo b? 
'The mother belongs to her chi ld. ' (The same tone in  
a 'poetic '  version. )  

What  form of government do you th in k  is t h e  best?  
'No radical government wi l l  be in a posi tion to 
main tain i tsel f  unless  i t  has the numerical s trength 
of the voters behind i t . '  (Artificial , bureaucratic 
style. ) 

Who in your opin ion is responsib le for the  infla t io n ?  
'The crime o f  capi ta l . '  (Once again ,  schoolmaster
and proverb l ike . ) 

In the last  two questionnaires the wri ters adopted a schoolmaster
l ike bureaucratic s tyle ,  in w hich they iden tified wi th those authori ties 
that they had once feared, and perhaps s t i l l  feared, but which they 
admired at the same t ime. Psychoanalytical ly  speaking, one can s tart 
from the assumption in such cases that school and bureaucratic 
authori ties have helped to build up their super-ego and to main tain 
it .  The style is  also l argely influenced by a specific at ti tude towards 
authori ty in  the fol lowing ques tionnaires . We are not deal ing here 
with an att i tude of ident i fi cation ,  but wi th  a particular form of 
submission to authori ty and i ts rules; the responden t bel ieves that his  
value as wel l as his  security are increased by obedience and that he w i l l  
thus rank above those w ho are less du t i fu l .  

Question 1 22 :  
Response : 

Question 1 29 :  
Response :  

Are yo u sat isfied w ith your Works Counci l?  
'Whatever they do i s  for the good of a l l  the workers , 
in a way which none of the gen tlemen had done 
before. ' (The s tyle of this j udgement on the \Vorks 
Counci l i s  that of a good chi ld ,  when speaking of 
God or i t s  parents . ) 

Do you like t h e  J"1orks paper? 

' I t i s  ful l  of  in formative things.  Main ly  s tories 
which s t imulate the in tel lect . ' (A sen tence which 
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Question 1 47 : 
Response: 

makes the impression as i f  wri tten to please the 
teacher. ) 

What occupat ional  exams have you taken? 
' None. I had only the bes t reports . '  (Again , the pride 
of a model pupil . )  

Ques tions 25 1 /  D o  you read regu larly ? Why not? (too t ired, too litt le 
52:  t ime, not  enough peace and quiet). 

Response : ' I  make time for this . ' 

Ques tion 306: 
Response : 

Ques tion 307 : 
Response : 

Ques tion 427 :  
Response : 

Ques tion 443 : 

Response : 

Wh ich museums (exhib itions etc. ) do you visit? 
' I  have been to them al l . '  

Do you prefer classical or modern p lays? 
'I l i ke something old ! '  (The last  three repl ies do not 
show any preference for anything specific, on ly an 
in teres t in things in tel lectual ,  for which the 
responden t may have been prai sed in school ( 'al l '  
museums ,  'something old ' ) . )  

Wh ich form of government d o  y o u  th in k  is the best? 
'S ince I am a woman, I know very l i t tl e about these 
things, and would rather not say anything. ' (This 
t imid,  modes t re trea t reminds one of the rule learn t at 
school . taceat mu lier in ecclesia . The same appl ies to 
the fol lowing reply . ) 

What  prevents you from being (more) polit ica lly 
active? 
' I t  is not appropriate for a woman . '  

However differen t the wri ting styles indicated above may be, they have 
in common the attempt at a defence against  uncertain ty ,  anxiety, and 
any threat to personal status .  An ex(\ggerated sel f-centredness as wel l  
a s  the various au thori ty-orien ta ted at t i tudes both con tribute to  a 
defensive a t ti tude. But  other psychic mechan isms can be brought in to 
play ,  as for example an uncommit ted or dissociated att itude. An 
uncommitted person who never wan ts to take a firm position always 
hopes by this to evade any poss ibly threaten ing dangers . Those, on 
the other hand, who keep their distance are guided by the precept :  ' I f  
one does not al low onesel f to become involved, there is nothing one 
can lose . ' Such a person bel ieves that  as a neu tra l ,  disin teres ted 
observer he s tands 'above th ings ' and that  in looking at th ings from 
an obj ective poin t  of view he is l ess vulnerable.  A person who never 
offers a firm opinion and who keeps his distance can never be proved 
ac tua l ly  wrong and , should he ever make a mistake , is not so strongly 
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affected as  if he had been more committed. As the fol lowing 
examples show, these processes are often reflected in specific forms of 
response: their form is condi tional and subject ive. 

Ques tion 424:  
Response : 

Ques tion 429: 

Response : 

Question 43 1 :  
Response :  

Question 622 : 

Response : 

Ques tion 1 39 :  
Response : 

Question 423 : 

Response :  

Ques tion 425 : 
Response : 

Question 427 : 
Response : 

Ques tion 430 : 
Response : 

How in your opin ion can the world be improved? 

'Everyone should adapt themselves to the world 

order . '  

How in your opin ion can a new world war be 
preven ted?  
'Only i f  the wil l  to  prevent  war would fin d  general 
acceptance. ' 

Who in your opin ion is responsib le for the  infla t ion ? 
'No single individual can be made responsible for i t . ' 

Do you th in k  one can bring up ch ildren en t irely 
w ithout  corpora l punishmen t ?  
'The science of education without corporal pun ish
ment mus t  firs t become accepted by al l nations . '  
(This respondent hid behind every word that he wrote 
and so protected himself against defeat .  The repl ies in 
Questionnaire 454 are a lso examples of thi s  style . )  
( . . .  ) . 

How long are your annual  ho lidays ? 
'Commensurate wi th my s tation . '  

Do you th in k  the individua l is respons ib le for h is 
own fate? 
' I t  depends on the si tuation . '  

What d o  you t h in k  abou t pun is h m ent  for a bortions? 
' Paragraph 2 1 8  is a calamity for the lower classes . '  

What form of government do you th in k  is best?  
'Within the bounds of the possible ,  the Republic i s  
the most  su itable . '  

What do you t h in k  of the  Germ an judiciary ? 
'Everything has i ts negative s ide. · 

This responden t  commented a t  the end of the ques tionnaire on the 
desti tu tions of the working class : . . .  no t  to ment ion that  of the 
unemployed and w h ite-co lla r workers; th ese un beara b le conditions 
ultima te ly lead to the  regrettab le stree t disorders; and in the same 
comment , he remarked about his  wi fe :  She is a sta te w ith in a state.  
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The ques tionnaire of this  responden t i s  characterized by a mixture of 
a l l  the styles we have noted so far : in the repl ies to Ques tions 423, 428 
and 430 we fi nd a careful di fferen t iating,  non-commital form of 
expression , bu t  these are also infla ted phrases serving to s trengthen 
the Selbstgefii. h l  as ,  for example , commensurate w ith my station in 
Question 1 39, or the phrase a sta te w ithin a sta te. Through his non 
commi tta l  formulations ,  the responden t tries to cons truct a secure 
posi tion for h imsel f so that ,  when he talks about  regrettab le street  
d isorders ,  he can di s tance himsel f  from the object of his pi ty . His 
s tance as a neu tral objective observer provides him wi th a feel ing of 
superiori ty , wh ich becomes clear when , for example ,  he di stances 
hi msel f from the lower c lasses who suffer under the ca lamity of 
paragraph 218 .  ( I t i s  i n teresting, inciden tal l y ,  that thi s responden t 
was a union ized leather worker . )  

A di fferen t s tyl i s t ic phenomenon may be descri bed a s  w ord
parsimony [ Wortkargheit ] :  for the relevan t person , words are objects 
which one m ust  use as sparingly as gold ,  feel ings and used wrapping 
paper . The most noticeable trai t of monosyl labism is  tha t  al l 
comm unica tion must  be kept as short as possible ;  there i s  a lso 
a particular deficiency in those elemen ts of speech which con tribute 
towards an emotional bond wi th others . This style poin ts to a 
wi thdrawal from the outside world and a sys tematic tendency towards 
i solation as wel l  as the avoidance of a l l  emotional  contacts which are 
regarded as dangerous or superfluous .  This characteristi c  may be 
connected wi th an exaggerated exacti tude of expression as wi th a 
narci ssist ic s tyle.  In the lat ter case , Wortkargheit does not only 
s igni fy a tendency to retreat .  The wri ter assumes that a laconic form of 
expression wi l l  i ncrease his  prominence more than a communicative 
style and so enhance h i s  own importance.  A good example of 
monosyl labism combined wi th a narci ssis tic form of expression can 
be seen in Questionnaire 257 ,  the repl ies to which we analyzed more 
thoroughly  and which we shal l make the basis for a personal i ty s tudy 
of a res pondent .  

An im portan t s ty l is tic fea ture , f inal ly ,  i s  a co lourless fomi of 
expression, a l though thi s  i s  of l im i ted use in the diagnosis of par
ticular charac ter trai ts .  Such colourlessness ,  which i s  not to be 
equa ted with coldness, can also be described as a convent iona l  s tyle .  Its 
origins  can probably  be traced to the fact tha t the wri ter is  tryi ng to 
achieve a 'good' s tyle in a school - l ike or a socia l ly  con ven tional sense. 
In the a ttempt to adapt to conven tional standards , as taught in schools 
and universi ties , the wri ter loses his uninhibited direct forms of 
expression , wi th all thei r faul ts ,  but  also wi th thei r individual 
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colouring and l ivel iness . • This is supported by an in teres ting 
s tatis tica l  finding in the previously ci ted s tudy by F. H .  Al lport e t  al .  
( 1 934) .  Al lport es tablished that there is no rela tionship between 
'academic meri t (grade) of wri ting' and the expressive force of an 
individual 's writing which enables one to iden tify the author through 
his  style (op. ci t . , p .34) .  He correctly deduces from th is tha t  
individualistic forms of expression are not  encouraged in  school ,  
neither are they a sign of 'good' wri ting in  the academ ical ly or 
social ly accepted sense. The more a person adapts to conven tional 
s tandards , the more their style becomes colourless with regard to 
personal nuances of expression , whi le  typical differences in s tyle 
between different social groups also arise from this factor : the longer 
the process of learning a good style lasts ,  the more marked wi l l  be the 
tendency to fal l  in with school s tandards and conven tional s ty l i s tic 
means .  Those sections of the population which have only at tended 
secondary school ,  therefore , usual ly  express them sel ves in a com 
para tively individualis tic , forcible and naive manner. It fol lows tha t 
direc tness , spontanei ty and an individual s tyle tend to be reduced 
among the more conven tional .  The colourless form of expression 
thus acts as a fi l ter, s if ting out the many differen t types of people and 
u l timately a l lowing l i t tle to emerge abou t the individua l 's 
personal i ty .  It indicates , essen tial l y ,  tha t such people belong to a 
social group which has been educa ted to use this style . 

Nevertheless , a colourless form of expression i s  not en tirely 
wi thout value for an assessment of personal i ty ;  j ust as there are few 
people  who behave conven tional ly  in every s i tuat ion and at a l l  t imes ,  
so there are few who consisten tly express themselves in  conven tional 
terms .  There wi l l  be places where a l igh ter or a darker note appears 
against the background of the neutral grey of a conven tional style ,  
where emotions break through and a change of tone or a sl ip of the 
pen reveals a greater openness.  The more comprehensive the material  
and the more subj ects i t  touches upon , the greater is  the probabil i ty of 
encountering such a rupture in the conven tional s tyle. Here, i t  is not 
only the form and content of  such spontaneous ut terances which are 
importan t .  but a lso the manner in which , and the place where, they 

*' In  jux taposing an un inh ibi ted d i rectness w i th a convem ional colourless correctness ,  
we in  no wa y wish 10 imply  tha t this  i s  the u l t imate dichotomy of  forms of expression. 
Where a language i s  tota l ly a t one ' s  command,  as with grea t s ty l i s t s ,  the tota l 
persona l i t y  may be seen i n  the s tyle .  Thi s  s tyle is then nei ther naive nor a model in the 
sense of  school standards, but original  and ful l  of  nua nces which make the s truct ure of  
the though t ,  v is ion and exper ience of th i s  person transpare n t .  Between these three 
types of wri t ten expression there are . of course , n umerous in -bet ween stages and 

combinat ions . 
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occur .  In th i s ,  we are convinced tha t the di fferen t tone which erupts 
through the colourless s ty le  s tems from a di fferent personal i ty sphere 
than the conven tional form of express ion . 

As i t  i s  impossible ,  for reasons of space, to reproduce a complete 
questionnaire in order to show how and where these ru ptures occur 
and what  conclusions  can be drawn from them about  the wri ter 's  
personali ty ,  we wil l  confine ourselves to quoting the answers of 
several responden ts to one selected ques tion . In each case, one can 
clearly see how a part icu lar emotion breaks through the wri ter 's  
colourless sty le, in forms of expression ranging from vehement 
ou tburs ts of feel ing to carefu l ly vei led emotion . Question 325 (Do you 
like the use of powder, perfume, lipstick, by a woman?)  was 
particu larly su itable in this connection , since it seems to have 
triggered off a strong emotional response even in responden ts who 
were otherwise l ikely to be reserved in thei r reactions .""  

Ques tionnaire 28 l :  'When I see such a lady on the s treet ,  I could  be 
sick,  I find i t  so repu ls ive; because she is terribly dis figured. ' 

Without dou bt, this is a s trong emotional ou tburst; the fury of the 
responden t hopes to h i t  the obj ect through disdain .  It is noticeable 
that the emotion is expressed in purely personal terms . In  the 
fol lowing two examples , the emotion is hidden under a cloak of 
ou traged morali ty and, severed from the personal ,  asserts a general 
val idity : 

Questionnaire 66 
Ques tion naire 608 :  
Indians . '  

'Powder, perfume etc. belong in  the dustbin . '  
'After al l ,  our women are not negroes or Red 

In con trast  to the above replies in which the s trength of fee l ing was 
directly reflected in the vehemence of expression the fol lowi ng 
examples are dist inguished by the fact  tha t the immediate emotional 
rej ection of powder e tc. has di sappeared and has been ra tional ized by 
reference to hygen ic and economic arguments :  

Ques tionnaire 455 : 'S imple food ins tead of powder, fresh air ins tead 
of perfume and a bo tt le of mi lk  ins tead of l ipstick generate natural  
looks ,  save t ime and money. ' 

•Th is  is a case of 'emotional-displacemen t ' .  The energy of the feel ing can hardly  be 
thou ght  to stem from such a harm less source, unless this is being su pplemen ted from 
other sources . 
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Ques tionnaire 429 :  'The B u b ikopf is heal th ier and cleaner in the 
home. Powder and l ips tick should  not be s tuck on a clean house
wife. ' 

The emotions which were st irred up by this question did not  entirely 
disappear behind the ra tional i zation offered: their direction cou ld  be 
discerned indirectly  through the dominant schoolmasterly manner in 
which the respondents ,  fu l ly conscious of their male superiority,  gave 
their advice, or rather orders . In  the fol lowing repl ies this form of 
emotional expression has almost disappeared. 

Questionnaire 274 : 'A l though I am not prudish ,  I bel ieve that  
women today go too far in this respect. ' 

There is no passion discern ible here. The formulation is neu tral and 
mi ld .  The respondent has curbed his misgivings in  that he  only talks 
of things going too fa r, and th is  is i tsel f qual i fied by the words ,  I 

believe. The whole posi tion of th i s  careful respondent  is  toned down 
even further in  that he prefaces his commen ts wi th the remark that he 
does not wan t to be regarded as prudish . B u t  i t  i s  precisely throu gh 
these precautionary qualif ications that he uninten tional ly reveals  
the  careful ly  vei led emotional origin of his  viewpoin t. This  comes 
through despite his  sel f-righteous,  obj ectively neu tral tone which in 
effect takes al l colour and weight  away from his  reply . •  

The examples given above d o  n o t  on ly  i l lus trate the various shades 
of expressive forms ranging from the conven tional to spon taneous 
emotional outbursts ;  they also show the diagnos t ic value of s ingle  
statemen ts, since specific character traits of  the  wri ter become clear in  
the reaction to  the emotional s t imulus of the quest ion : in 
Questionnaire 28 1 , for example ,  one can recognize sadist ic tendencies 
aimed at the humil iation of o thers ; Questionnaires 429 and 455 show 
a schoolmaster-l ike tendency to lay down the law for others ; 
Ques tion naire 274 is characterized by an attempt at carefu ly  sel f
j us ti ficat ion.  

The aim of the discussion so far has been to make a con tribu tion to 
the methodology of analys is  of wri t ten expression and to define and 
explain this me thodology in respec t of specific examples . Where one 

•The exa m ples given a re incide n ta l l y  a l so good i l l us tra tions of th e advan tages of 

open -en ded questio n n a i res,  s i n ce t h ey show up in dividua l di fferences i n  response 

a t t itude. I n  a pre-coded q uestio n n a i re, the responde n t  could a t  bes t tick one a l terna tive 

abo u t  his  feel i ngs concerning the user of  powder etc. from a ran ge such a s :  ' Very good

good-average-un decided-not good -bad-very bad ' ,  w h i ch would tel l one very 

l i t t le  abo u t  his persona l i ty.  
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has a sufficient number of answers , such an anal ysis can hel p in the 
recons truction of part of the basic personal i ty s truc tur.e .  Thi s  is  to be 
made clear through the f�l lowing final example.  

The responden t [Quest ion naire 257 ) i s  a man in his  earl y forties, a 
m iner, trade-union official and member of the SPD.  [A striking 
feature is his prounounced reticence ( Wortkargheit) ) :  he economizes 
on every word and expresses h imsel f as curtly as possible .  In contrast 
wi th other reticen t people ,  who are a l so not very communicative 
general ly , he seems to rel ish his  curtness and to. be very proud of 
everything he says . Hence his Wortkargheit i s  not rela ted to the 
con tent of h i s  repl ies ,  but  to every word which he thinks i s  
superfluous . Thus h i s  answer t o  the ques tion whether (and why) he 
would ra ther shop i n  department stores or special i s t  shops (Question 
302) was ,  i n  rela tion to department s tores :  On average cheaper, 
leaving ou t  the words ' they are ' .  Where others might have been 
con ten t to wri te only 'Cheaper ' ,  he places great val ue on exacti tude 
and therefore adds 'on average ' .  Something simi lar can be seen in his  
reply  to the question as  to why he i s  not a member of a consumer 
coopera tive ( Ques tion 303 ) ;  here he wri tes Brother grocer, leaving 
out the words 'my . . .  i s  . . .  ' . 

The general characteris t ic which underl ies this form of 
Wortkargheit can be described as a tendency towards wi thholding not 
only money but the whole sel f. Every turn towards the outside world 
and towards other peopl e is  perceived as a danger. The solu tion is 
often a closing-up, which frequen tl y resul ts in an att i tude of 
dismiss ive brusqueness .  The repl ies 'on average cheaper '  and 'brother 
grocer ' sound as though he was thinking 'what business is it of yours? 
Concern yourself wi th your own affiars ' .  This  tendency can be seen 
even more clearly in the answer to Question 325 (Do you like the use of 
powder, perfume, lipstick by a woman ?): Can ' t  stand the  smell .  
Here he nei ther bo thers to say ' I '  nor does he try to formulate an 
opinion which is detached from an al l - too-narrow concentra tion on 
h i s  own feel i ngs in order to offer an objective point of view . ( . . .  ) This 
happy-go- l ucky curtness extends to the smal lest detai l s .  I t  is ,  for 
exam ple ,  to be seen in repl y to Question 50 1 ( What  does your 
daily food consist of in the main?) :  whereas mos t  responden ts 
replied Potatoes, meat ,  bread, vegetab les, etc. he repl ied Stap le 
diet. His stress on exactness i s  shown in h i s  use of the 
grammatically correct dative [ in German) ,  at  the same time as 
avoiding the preposi tion 'of' ; it woul d have been normal usage ei ther 
to incl ude the preposit ion or to use the nominative. Our respondent is 
miserly not only wi th words , but  al so in his  att i tude towards 
unnecessary information : it i s  nobody ' s  business what his ' s taple diet '  
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consists of. This superficial manner of response clearl y accords with a 
brusque as wel l  as a reserved atti tude, as becomes clear in the reply to 
Question 434 (Do you lend money or goods to friends?). I-Iere he 
wri tes Have nothing to lend, al though , wi th a weekly income of RM 
250, he belongs to the higher income groups . In paral lel wi th his 
careful use of words is  to be noted his deletion of let ters wherever 
possible . He thus describes h i s  army rank as SM (sergean t-major ) ,  
and replies to the question abou t which re l igious group he belongs 
to : ev. (evangelica l ) .  Since he l ikes to be very correct ,  he prefers to use 
abbrevia tions which are customary in business or school or school 
ma ths :  he wri tes & instead of and,  and when asked how often he 
goes on hikes in a month,  replies I x  ins tead of once or l ;  eq ual ly 
when asked Ques tion 502 (How often do you ea t mea t in the  w eek), he 
answers 2x.  

Other trai ts are associa ted wi th thi s  Wortkargheit which can be 
deduced from speci fic nuances in the responses . The responden t i s .  
wi thout  doubt ,  orderly ,  regular in his habi ts , and conscientious in 
fu lfi l l ing his  duties .  He s tates that  he would l ike to l ive long. But  in  
reply to  the ques tion what  he  does to  ensure thi s ,  he does not  answer 
l ive hea lth ily or have the righ t diet, bu t s imply :  L ive orderly-a 
reply which has l i t tle to do di rectly wi th the problem of achieving old 
age . For him, ra ther,  order i s  a value in  i tsel f ;  but  we never discover 
wha t this orqer actual ly  consis ts of .  Thus in  h i s  view people are on ly 
responsible _for thei r own fa te because they lead irregular  lives 
(Ques tion 42� ) .  To a penchan t for mi l i tary order is added a 
schoolmas ter- l ike atti tude. The fact that he experiences every thing as 
law, command, duty ,  or prohibi tion is  made clear in  his  s tyle :  he 
speaks against  married women 's  employmen t ,  but j us t i fies this by 
reference to household duties . At this poin t  one can almost 
hear the sharp commanding voice of the sergean t-maj or; bu t he does 
not consider himself to be gru ff, un friendly or bossy . 

[His reply lo the q uestion whether he regularly gives his  wi fe and 
children money i s  interes ting ( Ques tio.ns  63 1 132 ) .  At th i s  poin t our 
responden t notes that he ] gives his to tal wage to his wife .  but for an 
unusual  reason : A wife m ust regu la te every t h ing in the same 
economica l way as her husband. The trus t  in  his  wi fe and the 
freedom which he seems to offer her in handing over his weekly wage , 
ac tua l ly  serve lo remind her of her du ty to be parsimonious . A 
fri endly,  trus ti ng and forthcoming ges ture is there by turned in to a 
duty and a command , Never theless , he shows a la tent ly progressive 
view in his  answer to Ques tions 62 1 122 : he advoca tes that chi ldren 
do not need to be caned.  Bu t  he expresses his view as fol lows : The 
educa tor m ust  be capab le of bringing up chi ldren wi th out  the cane .  
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In con trast to other responden ts he j ustifies his opm1on not by 
contemplating the effect of corporal punishment  on the child; nor 
does he emphasize the posi tive aspects of his at t i tude towards the 
child; the decisive emphasis is on the 'must '  for the educator, which is 
exactly  the same as in his relationship to his wife ;  when handing over 
money i t  was not his  trus t ,  bu t the 'must '  of economy which was the 
crucial element .  Because he himself experiences a compulsion to be 
orderly and dutiful,  he in turn takes over command, since he cannot 
let the sergean t-maj or in him come to rest .  He adopts an authoritarian 
a tt i tude towards his  wife as wel l in his role  as educa tor , and this 
rai ses h is  sel f-es teem . Thi s  a tti tude i s  made clear in numerous 
examples reveal ing a school masterly tone; it comes out in asides 
as  wel l as in the answer to Question 236 (What  articles of clothing can 
you make a t  home?): here, our responden t replied :  Gentlemen 's 
outfits ins tead of the u sual Underwear, suits, dresses, e tc. [ In 
comparing both points  of view] one discovers the same busy sel f
sa tisfaction in his  replies tha t  we found occasionally  in other 
questionnai res when the responden t referred to his spouse, his 
residence, and hi s divan . 
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The Questionnaire 

I 

I O I .  Year and place of birth. 
1 02. Sex: male-female. 
1 03 . Mari tal status :  married-widowed-single-divorced. 
1 04 .  Why are you not married? 
1 05. Mil i tary service 1 9 1 4  . . .  1 9 1 8  . . .  
1 06. Presen t occupation . 
1 07. Posi t ion? White-col l ar: leading-middle-rank-ordinary .  

Manual worker: foreman-skil led-semi-ski l led-unskil led. 
1 08. Branch to which your firm belongs? 
I 09. Which department in firm? 
I I O. How many personnel? Manual workers . . .  Whi te collar . . .  
I I I .  How many hours worked weekly? . . .  hours 
1 1 2. Work ends at  . . .  o'clock, Saturdays at . . .  o 'clock. 
1 1 3. Distance of workplace from home? . . .  minutes. 
l l 4. How often u ndertaken in a day? Twice-four t imes. 
l l 5 .  Do you also work regularly on the night shift? Yes-no. 
I 1 6. How much overtime on average in the week? . . .  paid hours , . . .  unpaid 

hours. 
l l 7. Is there a wage agreement? Yes-no. 
I I 8. What is it? 
l l 9. Is there a Works Council (ombudsman) in your firm? Yes-no. 
1 20. What is  its pol i tica l  orientation? Stahlhelm-SPD-Democrats-Christian-

Yellow. 
1 2 1 .  Are you satisfied with the Works Council ?  Yes-no. 
1 22. Why (not ) ?  
1 23 .  Are most of the employees or workers in your firm members of a trade union? 

Yes-no. 
1 24. Which unions predominate? 
1 25 .  Is there a company union in your firm? (Working community together with 

employer)?  Yes-no. 
1 26. A Work!. paper? Yes-no.  
1 27 .  Which? 
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1 28. Do you l ike it? Yes-no. 
1 29. Why (not}? 
1 30. ls there a Works Savings Scheme? Yes-no. 
1 3 1 .  Do you take part in  i t? Yes-no. 
1 32. l s  there a Works sports organisa tion ? Yes-no. 
1 33. Do you take part in  i t?  Yes-no. 
1 34. Has rational ization been carried out in your firm? Yes-no. 
1 35 .  What do you th ink of i t? 
1 36. How do you get on with your colleagues at work? [Cf. Chaps. 3e and 4c]. 
1 37.  How do you get on with your immediate superiors? [Cf. Chaps .  3e and 4c]. 
1 38. With those h igher up? [Cf. Chaps. 3e and 4c]. 
1 39. How long are your annual holidays? 
I 40. How do you spend them? 
1 4 1 .  Have you been unemployed since the end of the War? Yes-no. 
I 42. In  which years? 
1 43 .  Why? 
1 44. How long al together . . .  months .  
1 45. Have you been on short time since the end of the War? Yes-no. 
1 46. What occupa tional training have you had? Trade school : . . . years , commercial 

school :  . . .  years, appren ticeship: . . .  years . 
1 47. What exams have you passed? 
I 48. Are you still attending courses to do with your occupational train ing? Yes-no. 
1 49. Which? 
1 50. In what other occupations were you previously engaged? 
1 5 1 .  When? 
1 52. As what? Manual worker-white-collar-civil servan t-self-employed.  
1 53. Why did you discon tinue your previous occupation? 
1 54. Which occupation would you l ike best? 
1 55. For what reason? 
1 56. Do you have a con tin uous-occasional -second job? Yes-no. 
1 57. What? 
1 58. Why? 

I I  

20 1 .  Father ' s  occupa tion : Manual worker-whi te-collar-civil servant-
sel f-employed. 

202. In what branch of trade? 
203. Did your mother have an occupation? Yes-no. 
204. What? 
205. Did your father change occupations? Yes-no. 
206. Earl ier occupation? 
207. How old is/was your father? . . .  years ; (died) .  
208. Mother . . . years ; (died). 
209. How many brothers and s is ters do you have? 
2 1 0. What are their occupations? 
2 1  l .  What schools did you at tend? Lower-middle-high school . 
2 1 2. How long for? . . .  years . 
2 1 3 .  Was your childhood happy? Yes-no [Cf. Chap. 3e]. 
2 14 .  Do you think your paren ts had a happy marriage. Yes-no. [Cf. Chap. 3e] .  
2 1 5. I n  case of need, could yo u tum for help to wel l -off rel atives or friends? Yes-no. 
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2 1 6. If you have problems, do you discuss them with your wife or anyone else? 
Friend-colleague-priest .  

2 1 7 . Do you live in  a ren ted house-rented flat-suburban house-own house-
accommodation provided by fi rm? 

2 1 8. Do you live in your own accommodation or are you a lodger? 
2 1 9. With use of ki tchen? Yes-no. 
220. On which floor do you live? 
22 1 .  How many l iving- and bedrooms does your dwelling have? 
222. How many of these are heated? 
223 . Are your rooms large enough. (How many square metres in each room?) 
224. How many people s leep in your dwelling? 
225 . How many beds or couches do you have? 
226. How many rooms do you sub-let? 
227. How many of these are heated? 
228. With how many beds? 
229. With use of ki tchen? Yes-no. 
230. Have you got an allotment? Yes-no. 
23 1 .  What pets do you have? 
232. What furni ture do you have in  your dwel l ing? Tables . . .  chairs . . .  arm chairs . . .  

sofa . . .  cupboards . . .  book-cases . . .  book-shelves . . .  wash stands . . .  ches t of 
drawers . . .  s ideboard . . .  writing desk . . .  grandfather clock . . .  wall-clock . . .  
sewi ng machine . . .  

233 .  What furni ture would you l ike to have? 
234. How are you and your family off for clothes , underwear, shoes? Good-quite 

good-insu fficien t . 
235. Can you regu larl y buy new things for yoursel f and your fami ly? Yes-no. 
236. What can 1:1e made at home in your fami ly? Chi ldren 's underwear-clothes-

underwear for grown-ups-women 's clothes . 
237. How much bed-l inen do you have? Sheets . . .  pil lowcases . . .  
238. How often in the month is there a big wash? 
239. What dress and underwear purchases would you make i f  you did not have to 

res trict yourself? 
240. How do you decorate your home? [Cf. Chap. 3c] 
24 1 .  What pictures and photographs have you hung up? [Cf. Chap. 3c]. 
242. How do you like modern su burban hou ses ? Low level ,  flat roof etc. 
243 . What books do you own? 
244. Do you have any favouri te books? Yes-no [Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
245. Which? [Cf. Chap. 3c] 
246. Do you read scholarly books? Yes-no. 
247. Which? 
248. Which newspaper and periodicals do you subscribe to? 
249. Which before the War? 
250. Do you also subscribe to periodicals with an insurance? Yes-no. 
25 1 .  Do you read regu larly? Yes-no. 
252. Why not? Too tired, too l i t t le time, no peace and quiet .  
253 . Do  you or your family use a l ibrary regu larly? Reading room ; public li brary. 
254. Do you or your wife find certain books particularly bad or harmful? 

(give reasons ) .  
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I I I  

30 1 .  D o  you o r  your wife prefer to buy i n  a departmen t s tore o r  a special ist  shop? 
302. Why? 
303. Are you a member of a co-operative society? Yes-no. 
304. Why (not)? 
305. How many limes a year do you go lo the theatre . . .  concert . . .  variety show . . .  

revue . . .  ci nema . . .  
306. To which museums (exhibi tions etc. ) do you go? 
307. Do you prefer classical  or modern plays? 
308. Whal are your favouri te plays? [Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
309. What are your favouri te fi lms? [Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
3 1 0. Do you belong lo a theatre society? (e.g . Volksbiihne) .  
3 1  l .  Who in your family p lays a musical instrument? 
3 1 2. Whal do they p lay? 
3 1 3. Do you have a radio? Yes-no. 
3 1 4. What type? 
3 1 5. Bui l t  by you? Yes-no. 
3 1 6. Loudspeaker? Yes-no. 
3 1 7 . Do you l ike the radio programmes on offer? Yes-no. Why (not)? 
3 1 8. How and where do you best l ike lo spend the even ing? 
3 1 9. The weekend? 
320. Wi th whom do you go on ou tings? Family ,  friends, club. 
32 1 .  How often in a mon th? 
322. What do you like lo talk  about best with friends? 
323. Do you like presen t-day women's  fashions (e .g.  short skirts ,  silk s tocki ngs)? 

[Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
324. Short hair (B ubikopf)? Yes-no. [Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
325. The use of powder, perfume, l ipstick by a woman? Yes-no. Give reasons 

[Cf. Chap. 3c. ] 
326. Do you think i t  righ t  for women to go out to work? Yes-no. [Cf. Chap. 3d. ] 
327. Also those are are married? Yes-no. [Cf. Chaps. 3d and 4b. ] 
328. Why (not)? [Cf. Chaps. 3d and 4b. ]  
329. Do you belong to a sports association? Yes-no. 
330. Which ?  
33 I .  Whal sports do  you do? 
332. Your wi fe? 
333. Your chi ldren? 
334. Whal social clubs do you belong lo (e.g. bowls ,  choral society?) 
335. What sports even ts do you go lo? Footbal l ,  wrestl ing, boxing, tennis tournamen t, 

swimming gala . . .  
336. Whal do you think about the great popularity of sport? 
337. Do you play cards-chess-Dame-(for money-lottery-slot machines? ) 
338. Do you l ike jazz? Yes-no. [CT. Chap.  3c . ]  
339. Do you col lect stamps? Yes-no .  
340. Or anything else? 
34 1 . Whal are your rel igious or philosophical affi l ia tions?  
342. Have you left the Church? Yes-no. 
343. Do you and your wife go to Church? Yes-no. 
344. How often in a mon th? 
345. Do you believe in God? Yes-no. 
346. In eternal j ustice? Yes-no. 
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347. In prophecies? Yes-no. 
348. Is there anything in your l i fe of which you are particularly proud? 
349. Has there been an even t which has been decis ive in your l i fe, whether for good or 

i l l ?  

IV 

40 1 .  What serious i l lnesses have you had? 
402. Have you any physical handicaps? Yes-no. 
403. What? 
404. From birth-through an acciden t? 
405. How is your s tate of  heal th at  present? 
406. What hereditary diseases are there in your family? 
407.  Do you have an occupational disease? Yes-no. 
408. What? 
409. Do you have a war inj ury? Yes-no. 
4 1 0. What? 
41 l .  In which health i nsurance are you? 
4 1 2. Are you satis fied with i t? Yes-no. 
4 1 3 . Why (not)? 
4 1 4. Do you prefer homeopathic doctors to other doctors? Yes-no. 
4 1 5. Are you afraid of i l lness? Yes-no. 
4 1 6. Why (not)? 
4 1 7 . Do you have a good digestion? Yes-no. 
4 1 8. Do you sleep wel l?  Yes-no. [Cf. Chap. 3e. ] 
4 1 9. Are you a teetotal ler, non-smoker , health-food eater, vegetarian? (give 

reasons) .  
420. Would you like to live long? Yes-no. 
42 1 .  What do you do towards this? 
422. Do you think the individual has only himself to blame for h is fate? Yes-no (Cf. 

Chaps.  3b  and 4b. ]  
423. Why (not)? [Cf. Chap. 3b. ]  
424. How, in  your opinion, can the world be improved? (Cf. Chaps. 3b, 4a and 4b. ] 
425. What do you think about pun ishmen t for abortion? [Cf. Chap. 3d . ]  
426. Who do you think are the greatest  personali ties i n  his tory? . . .  I n  the present? . . .  

[Cf. Chaps. 3b and 5a . ]  
427 .  What  form of government do you th ink i s  the best? Democratic Republic-

Fascism-Monarchy-Soviet [Counci l ]  system? [Cf. Chap. 3a . ]. 
428. Why do you hold this view? [Cf. Chap. 3a . ]  
429. How, i n  your opinion , could a new world war be preven ted? [Cf. Chaps. 3a and 4a] 
430. What do you think of the German j udiciary? [Cf. Chap. 3a. ] 
43 1 .  Who,  in your opinion, is responsible for the infla tion? [Cf. Chap. 3a and 4a . ]  
432. Who, in your opinion, h a s  the real power i n  the state today? [Cf. Chap . 3a. ] 
433. Would you invest your money, if you were weal thy? [Cf. Chap. 3e. ] 
434. Do you lend money or goods to friends? Yes-no. [Cf. Chaps. 3a , 3e and 4c]. 
435. Why (not)? [Cf. Chaps. 3a,  3e and 4c . ]  
436. To which party d o  you belong? 
437 . S ince when? 
438. Why (not)? 
439. Do you read party l i terature? Yes-no . Which? 
440. Do you regularly go to party meetings? Yes-no. 
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44 1 .  Do you hold a party office? Yes-no. 
442. For which party do you vote? 
443. What prevents you from (greater) pol i t ical act ivity? Fami ly ,  em ployer . .  . 
444. What do you th ink about your party? Pol i tics . . .  leaders . . .  organization . . .  [Cf .  

Chap. 3a. ] 
445. Do you belong to a defence organization? ]ungdo-Reichsbanner-Rotfront-

Stah lhelm . . .  
446. To which occupational associa tion -(un ion ) do you belong? 
447. Since when? 
448. Do you regularly attend union meetings? Yes-no. 
449. What do you think of your occupational association? Leaders . . .  organ ization . . .  

l i tera ture . . .  welfare provis ion . . .  
450. Do you read the union paper? Yes-no. 
45 1 .  Are you a union official? Yes-no. 
452. What prevents you from being (more) active in  the union? Fami ly ,  employer . . .  

v 

501 . In what does your dai ly food mainly cons ist? 
502. How many times a week do you eat meat? 
503. What do you put on your bread? Margarine-butter-lard-jam. 
504. What  do you mos tly dri nk? a) alcohol ic: beer, wi ne, spiri ts ,  cider; b)  non

alcohol ic: tea , coffee , mal t coffee , cocoa , mi lk .  
505. 
506. 
507. 
508. 

How much do you smoke a day? Cigars . . .  c igarettes . . .  pi pe . . .  
Do you ea t regularl y in a cafe or can teen? Yes-no. 
Do you prefe-r to eat a t  home or in  a pub? 
Tota l income (RM) :  

Basic weekly income, without deductions 
Basic month ly  income , wi thout deductions 

Regular  mon t h ly additional  income without  deductions 
Overtime 
Secondary j ob 
Public or union supplemen ts 
Pensions 
Income from lodgers (how many? . . .  ) RM . . .  
Con tribu tions from . . .  ch i ldren in  household RM . .  . 
Contribu tions from . . .  ch i ldren not in household RM . . . 
Other income RM . . .  

509. Do you have savings in a savings bank? Yes-no. 
5 1 0. House ownership? Yes-no. 
5 1 1 .  How many let dwel l ings? 
5 1 2. Did you lose capi tal through war or infla tion? Yes-no. 
5 1 3 . Or did you get rid of debts? Yes-no. 
5 1 4. About how much per week do you pay for: 

Husband Wife 

Tax and other deduct ions ( for wage-earners ) Husband: RM . . .  Wife :  RM . . .  
Transport to work : RM . . .  Other fares : RM . . .  Food for you and your fam ily 
overal l :  RM . . .  (of  which in canteen or in pub:  RM . . .  ) Smoking: R M  . . .  Alcohol :  
RM . . .  Other expenditu re in RM . . .  

5 1 5. Abou t how much per month do you pay for: 
Tax and other deductions ( for salaried employees ) Husband: RM . . .  Wife :  RM . . .  
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Rent :  RM . . .  Electrici ty: RM . Paraffin :  RM . . .  Heating for ki tchen and 
washroom: RM . . .  Laundry: RM . . .  Union and party dues: RM . . . . Other dues to 
clubs: RM . . .  Pa-pers and periodicals :  RM . . .  Books : RM . . .  Outings: RM . . . 
Thea tre and cinemas: RM . _ . Sports events :  RM . . .  Body-care: RM . . . Pocket
money for wife: RM . . .  Pocket-money for chi ldten: RM . . . Wages for domestic 
servants :  RM . . .  Hire-purchase repayments :  RM . . . Savings in savings banks: 
RM . . . Other expendi ture in RM . . .  

5 1 6. About how much do you spend annually on: 
Clothes and underwear: RM . . .  ( for work clothes RM . . .  ) Heating fuel :  RM . . .  
Conserv ing fruit and vegetables : RM . . .  School books, tui tion fees: RM . . .  Life 
insurance: RM . . .  Other i nsurance (e.g. burglary, volun tary health ,  etc. ) :  RM . . . 
Courses for yourself: RM . . .  For your wife: RM . . .  Special expenditure for 
education of children :  RM . .  · . Church tax :  R M  . . .  Doctor, chemist , hospi tal :  RM 
. . .  Support of paren ts: RM . . . Support of chi ldren:  RM . . .  Support of o thers : RM 
. . .  Presents :  RM . . .  Other annual expendi ture in  RM: . . . 

5 1 7. What winter stores do you regularly lay in ? (Coal ,  wood, potatoes , fruit ,  etc. ) .  

VI 

601 .  What age were you when you got married? 
602. Year and place of birth of wife? 
603. In what year was your first child born?  
604. How many children do  you have? . . .  ( How many under 1 4? . . .  1 4- 1 8  years? . . . ) 
605. How many children s t i l l  l iving in the household? 
606. D id your wife have any miscarriages? 
607 . If  yes, how many? 
608. Do you have an opportunity to send your children to creches or kindergartens? 

Yes-no. 
609. What schools do your children go to? 
6 1 0. Are you satisfied wi th your chi ldren 's school (give .reasons) .  
6 1 1 .  Do your chi ldren receive rel igious instruction? Yes-no. 
6 1 2. What do you send your children to learn outside school?  Piano, s tenography . 
6 1 3. What occupational train ing are your chi ldren fol lowing? 
6 1 4. How many children are earning? 
6 1 5. In  what occupations? 
6 1 6. What school and occupational training would you prefer for your chi ldre_n ,  given 

better ci rcumstances? 
6 1 7 . What is your wife 's  opi nion on th is? 
6 1 8. Do you wan t  (any more) children? Yes-no. 
6 1 9. Why (not)? 
620. What youth groups do your chi ldren belong to? 
62 1 . Do you think one can bring up children entirely without corporal punishment? 

Yes-no.  (Cf. Chaps .  3d and 4b. ]  
622. Reasons . . .  (C( Chaps. 3d  and 4b] .  
623. What does your wife th ink? 
624. What do you and your wife thin k  about early sex education for chi ldren (birth , 

procreation, sexual diseases)? [Cf. Chap. 3d . ] 
625. Does your wife have a physica l  complaint? Yes-no . What? 
626. A nervous complain t? Yes-no. What? 
627. What does she do about i t ?  
628. Do your chi ldren suffer from anaemia or other complaints? 
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629. Have they ever gone away to recuperate? Hol iday camp-to relations-foreign 
children's  aid . . .  

630. Do you give your wife household money , or s imply your whole wage packet? 
63 1 .  Do you give your wi fe/children regular pocket money? 
632. Why (not)? 
633. Is your wife in employment? Yes-no. 
634. As what? 
635 . Was she in employment in the War? Yes-no. 
636. As what?  
637. Before the War? 
638. As what? 
639. Last occupation of father-in-law? 
640. Previous  occupation? 
64 1 .  Last occupation of mother-in-law? 
Comments . . .  
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WOLFGANG BONSS 

Editorial Comments 

The German edi t ion was not based on a wel l -rounded manuscript , but on a number of 
versions of the text ,  some of which are in the nature of a first draft and are often 
preserved only in incomplete form. Given the state of these texts ,  it was found that 
severa l vers ions had, as a rule , to be combined. A simple transla tion was not possible in 
the absence of a final carefully wri uen manuscri pt. There are ,  basical ly ,  two types of 
change between the prin ted version and the original :  indeci pherable or garbled 
passages and where evident repetitions were deleted ; these places are marked by ( . . .  ) .  
Where , on the other hand , introductory or l inking passages between various parts of 
the text or individual sen tences were missing, these were inserted according to the 
original design,  and al l  such addi tions indicated by [ . . .  ] .  For technical reasons all 
foo tnotes were i n tegrated in to the text wherever possible. The original texts on which 
the German version was based are to be found-though in a di sordered sta te-in the 
New York Public Library. 

Chapter /: A ims and Methods 

Apart from some corrected fragments ,  there were basical l y  two versions of this chapter 
which we shall  subseq uen tl y cal l ( a )  and (b ) .  Judging from a reference in an article by 
P. Lazarsfel d ( 1 937 )  i t  i s  probable tha t  both stem from the second half of 1 937 ;  the latest 
possible date would be the second hal f of 1 938,  since Fromm, by h i s  own account, 
stopped work on the manuscript after he left the Institute for Social Research. I f  one 
takes note of dictation records and comments by th i rd parties which have been 
preserved , it is clear that severa l people were involved in work on the text .  Whether and 
to what ex tent  these people actual ly  wrote parts of the tex t  side-by-s ide with Fromm can 
no longer be establ i shed. Judging from stylist ic characteris t ics these con tribut ions 
appear to have been minimal ; and i f  one takes accoun t  of the uni form hand-wri t ten 
corrections. it is clear that the f inal ed i ting was undertaken excl usively by Fromm. The 
correction signs  also show tha t vers ion (b )  is later than (a ) ,  wi th several passages in (b )  
taken word for word from (a ) .  Di fferences between the two versions are real ly 
di fferences in conceptual emphasis wh ich may be rough ly summarised as fol lows: 

-In ( a )  the s tudy is conceived as a comprehensive att i tudinal survey , dea l ing with 
sequential ly connected aspects of content  ( 'Descrip tion of the Atti tudes and 
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t 1 p m 1om of German Workers and Employees , Exam i nation of Di fferences with 

1 1'g.ud to Occupational and Pol i t ical Posi t ion,  Analysi s of  t he Causes of Part icular 

l ' ;• 1 1 nn s  of Att i tude, as well as an Evaluation of the Weight and Consis tency of 

P1 > l 1 t ical Convict ions ' ) .  In (b) ,  however, the question regarding poli t ica l at t i tudes 

\� �" �tressed, whereas other aspects , in particular those in relation to the economic 

\ l t 1 1 a t ion,  were given relat ively less weight .  
-\ , "ion ( b) ,  particu larly i n  i ts last  sections,  i s  better organized and m ore s trongly  

1 . _. ,  1 1 'ed on the pfanned publication in  the U . S . :  reference to  the  Germ an con text at  
th,.. t-nd of the 1 920s . as wel l as to early  'Cri t ical Theory ' i s  therefore deleted. 
w lw1 eas the latter aspect emerges from the first sen tence in version (a ) :  'This  s tudy 
aI • > �C: from the conviction that  the e laborat ion of a theory of socia l development i s  
cmcial ly dependent on a general increase in empirical knowledge in  which data  on 
�roup-speci fic, individual at t i tudes and personal i ty  s tructures are of greates t  
' 1gn i l i cance' . ( I tal ics added , W.B . )  

-In  con trast wi th ( a ) ,  nearly a l l  the methodological comments,  particularly those con
n'med wi th  quest ionnaire construct ion, have been deleted in (b). Originally these pas
,,1gt·� were to have formed the basis for a separa te chapter for wh ich only an early draft 
ha� been preserved . In order to reconcile the com plexity of vers ion (a) wi th the al tera
tiom in vers ion (b) ,  both versions were combined in  the German edi tion as fol lows : 

- ( 1 1 Ch.1 pter I .a on the aims of the inq uiry the much tauter wrsion (b )  wi th i ts 
1 E fferem emphas i s  formed the basis  for the German edi t ion . Only  where 
, urn·.,ponding passages in vers ion (a )  were bet ter worked out stylis t ically,  were these 
med . I n addi t ion a section on the German research context ,  deleted in vers ion (b ) ,  
come� from the first version. Al l  parts  taken from vers i on ( a )  are i ndica ted by D . . .  0 .  

-\'c 1 .,i<m (a ) was used excl usively i n  t h e  translation of Cha pter 1 , b ( 'The Structure 
• 11 t h (' Ques tionnaire' ) and l .c ( ' Distribut ion and Complet ion of the Ques t ionnaire ' ) ,  
\ I l l <  t ·  th i �  contained more detai l and addi tional methodological m aterial . 

- rhe ba.,i� for Chapter 1 ,d on met hods of work preparat ion i s  also from version (a ), 
h11t w i t h  addi tions from vers ion (b) and wi thout  a long section on the class i ficat ion 
of pol i t i cal  groupings . since this i s  repeated al most verbat im in Chapter 2 .  

-In Chapter I .e ( 'Correla tion s ' )  version (a)  i s  supplemen ted b) two addi t ional 
'>t'< t ions from \'ers ion (b ) ,  and a l so shortened by a section deleted in that vers ion. The 
c hange from ( a )  to ( b )  i s  i ndicated by D . .  .0.  

-The translat ion of Chapter l . f ( ' Syndromes ' )  is  based on version (b) ,  wi th 
mpplements in certa in  places from version (a ) .  Not all the addi t ional materia l  from 
( a )  could be included, however, s ince some of the arguments had already been 
pre�emed in Chapter I .a .  

-Chapter l , g  ( ' Refusa ls  t o  Repl y ' )  is  pract ical ly  idemical in  both vers ions .  The 
Get man edi t ion is based on vers ion ( a ) .  

Chapter II: The Socia l and  Po li t ica l Sit ua tion of the  Responden ts 

For Chapter 2 there were also two clearly d i fferen t ia ted versions ( a )  and ( b )  as wel l as the 
remains  of  in ter im versions .  S i nce t he original plan had been to i nclude a sect ion on the 
h i '> torka l s i tuat ion of the Weimar Republ ic. none of which has been preserved , the text 
of \'er., ion (b) is in principle referred to as Chapter 3.  Compared with (a ) ,  ( b ) i s  more 
,uh t l }  M'l o u t ,  but on l y  parts of i t  have survived : j udging by the remai n i ng fragmen ts ,  
t he '>fft iom o n  ' Occupat ion ' and ' Pol i t ica l  Groupings ' ahove al l  appear to have been 
H 'I \' m uch longer. S ince version (a) existed as a complete manuscript .  it formed t he 
bash for the whole Germa n  ed i t ion. However, 1 he head ings of the sub-sections derive 
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from version (b) ,  and the fol lowing changes were made, indicated as usual by the sign 
0 . . .  0.  

-The introductory passage is taken from version ( b), since version (a) is longer, but  
les s precise . 

-In Chapter 2,c ( 'Age, Income and Occupation ' )  Tables I, II and I I I  from version (b) 
were combined with the explanatory text; for Table II the text from version (b) was 
incorporated in addition. 

-In Chapter 2,d ( 'Poli tical Groupings' )  a section on the differentia tion of the category 
'non-voters' into 'sympathisers ' and 'indifferent' in version (b) was deleted in view of 
the subsequent simpl ification in the s tatis tical analysis. The section which fol lowed 
concerned with the differen tiation of party members into 'active' and 'passive' was 
supplemented by a section on the relationship between ' trade union orientation' and 
'pol it ical ' orientation taken from version (b) .  

Chapter Ill: Po litica l, Socia l and Cu ltural  A tt itudes 

For Chapter 3, entitled 'On the Analysis of Single Questions ' in the original text, there 
exis ted no complete manuscript; twenty-seven of the presumed original forty-three 
analyses of single questions were ava ilable as well  as the plan for the introductory 
section . It is clear from a number of sources that the grouping of the questions was 
al tered several times in the course of the work: If one rel ies on the classification used by 
Hilde Weiss in the shortened version in Studien uber A utoritat und Familie, the 
fol lowing groups come about: 

I .  Pol i tical Convictions (Ques tions 1 2 1 /22, 1 28/29, 1 3 1 ,  1 33, 1 34/35, 1 36/37/38; 248, 
249, 250; 30 1 /02, 303/04; 427/28, 429, 430, 43 1 ,  432, 436-52). 

2. General Philosophy of Life (Questions 1 54/55; 326/27/28, 336, 34 1 -49; 4 1 2/ 1 3, 4 1 4, 
4 1 5/ 16 ,  4 1 9, 420/2 1 ,  422/23, 424 , 425, 426; 6 1 0, 6 1 1 ,  62 1 /22, 623 , 624) .  

3 .  Ques tions of Tas te (Ques tions 233 ,  240, 242, 243, 244/45, 246/47, 254; 307, 308, 309, 
3 1 7, 323, 324, 325, 338) .  

4 .  Particular Character Traits (Questions 4 1 5/ 1 6, 4 1 7, 4 1 8, 433, 434; 507 ) .  
5 .  Family and Authority (Ques tions 1 2 1 /22, 1 36/37/38; 2 1 6 , 24 1 ,  243, 244/45; 345; 4 1 4, 

422/23, 426, 427/28, 430, 43 1 , 432, 443, 444; 6 1 0, 6 1 1 , 6 1 2, 6 1 3 , 6 1 6, 6 1 7, 6 1 8/ 1 9, 620, 
62 1 /22, 623, 624, 630, 63 1 ,  632) .  

6.  Use of Leisure (Questions 25 1 ,  252,  253; 305,  306, 3 1 0, 3 1 1 / 1 2, 3 1 4/ 1 5/ 1 6, 3 1 8, 3 1 9, 
320, 32 1 ,  322, 33 1 ,  332, 333, 334, 335, 337, 339) .  

In a sheet of notes, undated but wri tten in German,  the fol lowing divisions 
are given together with the name of the au thor: 

I .  Pol i tics (Ques tions 432, 429, 430, 43 1 ,  428, 435, 426 : au thor: Schachtel ) .  
II .  Attitude towards Union, Party and Works Council (Ques tions 1 2 1 /22, 444/49; 

author: Schachtel [Fromm crossed out] ) .  
I I I .  Att i tude to Cul tural Ques tions (Questions 240, 24 1 ,  244/45, 308/09; au thor: 

Schach tel ) .  
IV. Philosophy of Life (Ques tions 345/47, 422/23, 424; author: Fromm) .  
V. Modern Tas te (Questions 338, 242, 323/24, 325; author :  Schach tel ) . 

VI .  Atti tude to Wife and Children (Ques tions 326/28, 62 1 /22, 624, 425; author: 
Fromm).  

VII .  Attitude to Others (Ques tions 1 36/38, 434/35; author: Schachtel). 
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VII I .  Attitude to Own Life ( Questions 1 54, 2 1 3 , 2 1 4, 348, 4 1 5/ 1 6, 4 1 8, 420/2 1 ,  433,  322; 
au thor: Fromm).  

I f  one compares the proposals for s tructuring the material in  the two versions, i tem 6 
from the first version has been omitted in the second scheme, 1 )  has been divided (= I +  
I I ) ,  3 )  is a lso divided (= I I I  + V)  and i tems 2 (= IV) ,  4 (= V I I )  and 
5 (= VI)  have been moved; in addition ,  section VI I  is new, incorporating questions from 
i tems 1) and 4) .  

There is  another sheet  of notes, th i s  time in English but unstructured, in which forty
three questions are mentioned as having been evalua ted, but only twenty-seven of these 
have been preserved-of which one (Question 242, modern suburban houses) was 
disregarded for thi s  volume because of in ternal inconsistencies. There are a few 
analyses which are tagged together and partly contain notes regarding the organiza tion 
of the material ; ultimately they amount to the fol lowing compromise between the first 
and the second proposal :  

a .  Questions o n  Pol i tical Themes ( 1  and/or I + I I ) .  
b .  Questions on Opinions on Philosophy of Life (2 and/or I V) .  
c. Questions on Cul tural and Aes thetic Opinions (3

. 
and/or I I I  + IV). 

d. Questions on Attitude to Wi fe and Chi ldren (5  and/or VI ) . 
e. Questions on Atti tude to Other and to Oneself {VI I ) . 

The assignment of individual questions to these ca tegories was made according to the 
organisation previously sketched out. After a stylistic modification of each chapter 
heading, a general introduction as well  as introductory comments to each section were 
composed in l ine with the s tructure of Chapter 4: for each su b-chapter an in troductory 
commentary was wri tten which is i ndicated by [ . . .  ] and designed to clarify the 
significance of each section and the separate questions contai ned in i t .  

I n  so far as the degree to which separate analyses had been worked through was rather 
varied, with nothing bu t rough drafts available in some cases , certain passages in the 
text relating to individual questions had' to be deleted or corrected; these passages are 
indicated as usual by ( . . . ) or [ . . .  ] .  A specia l  problem was presen ted by the tabular 
analyses: these were not always complete and moreover frequen tly contained 
spel l ing or ari thmetical mistakes . which were corrected as far as possible in  the German 
edition . 

Chapter IV: Persona lity Traits and Po li t ica l A t t itude 

As with Chapters I and 2 ,  there were two basic versions (a)  and (b) of this chapter; in 
addi tion there were fragments of a German first draft to draw on,  which had i tself 
formed the basis for version (a) .  I f  one compares this German version with its Engl ish 
counterpart, i t  is clear that Fromm and his collabora tors had some ini tial  difficu l ty in 
expressing themselves in  Engl ish.  An at tempt was made to improve these s tyl is tic 
weaknesses in the re-transla tion . The starting-point for the edition of th i s  chapter was 
the later version (b), which was however only marginally di fferent from the earl ier 
version; where additional information from version (a) has been included, the 
respective passages are marked as usual by 0 . . .  0 .  The arrangement of the separa te 
sections accords with version (b) ,  al though the headings, as in Chapters 2 and 3 ,  were 
sometimes partial ly modified styl is tical ly .  Section 4 ,g ( Examples ) presen ted a special 
problem : Judging from a supplementary note , ten questionnaires, ordered according 
to the various s-yndromes, were to have been reproduced here in  their tota l i ty .  Only 
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fragments of these were to be found in the extant material so that the examples 
published in Studien u ber A utoritiit und Fam ilie were substitu ted in  their  stead (Cf. M.  
Horkheimer. 1 936. pp.  250-70) .  

Appendix 1: Literary Sty le and Personality Traits (Ernst Schachtel) 

Originally this was intended as an integrated chapter to fol low those on personality 
traits and poli t ical at t i tudes . The reason for this ordering was apparently that 
Schachtel 's work , with M.s planned 'personal i ty s tudies ' ,  was marked by the greates t  
concentration on individuals and single cases. But according to a later outline, the 
analysis was supposed to be published as Part II of the methodological appendix , since 
Schachtel 's  methodological  comments were actually more comprehensive than the 
'personality s tudies ' .  In so far as Chapter 4 provides something of a conclusion to the 
general inqu iry, Schachtel's work appears as an Appendix also in the present edi tion. 
While this impl ies something of a change in  the organising principles which have 
guided us so far ,  in that the other methodological sect ions were not put together into a 
separate chapter, the absence of any connecting text made i ts inclusion at the end of 
Chapter 4 incongruous. 

There were two versions , as well as addi tional fragments and drafts of the text, 
which i tsel f  throws l ight  on the range of methodological procedures used. The 
earlier version (a) ,  enti tled : 'Anal ysis of Style and Handwri ting' is seven pages longer 
than version (b) which is used here and includes two addi tional examples relating to 
handwri ting and personal i ty s tructure. Since these examples were only part ial ly 
worked out  and the original texts which have been in terpreted have not been preserved, 
it was decided to omit this  sect ion. 

Appendix 2: The Quest ionnaire 

The text of the questionnaire did not have to be re-translated but was taken from 
Studien uber A utoritiit und Fam ilie ( M .  Horkheimer, 1 936, pp. 240-48). However, in  
contrast to  the vers ion printed there, the numbering in the present version has been 
al tered to correspond wi th ci tat ions in the text  which did not use a combination of 
Roman and arabic numerals (for example I, I ) anymore, but only one of arabic 
numerals (for example I O I ) . References in brackets to the questions dea l t  with in the 
analysis  were added. 

Appendix 3: Select Bib liography 

Fromm and h i s  collabora tors produced a bibl iography for the planned publication in  
the United Sta tes which . according to  a remark in  the manuscript, d id  not  cover a l l  the 
l i terature .  but wen t far beyond the l i tera ture ci ted in the separate chapters . Where ci ted 
works were not mentioned in the bibl iography.  these have been subsequently included 
in the present  edition , while  s tandard Engl ish texts on German his tory have been 
excluded. 
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List of Tables 

Chapter I: A ims and Methods 

I .  l :  Refusal s  to reply to the q uestion about favouri te fi lms,  
by age. 

I .  2 :  Question on 'Russian films '  by  age. 

Chapter II: The Socia l and Po litica l Situa tion 

c) Age, Income and Occupa tion 

2. 1 :  Age 
2. 2: Income 
2. 3 : Occupational sta tus 
2.  4: Occupational groups and income 
2. 5 :  Occupational groups and age 

d) Politica l Groupings 

2. 6 :  Possible combinations (active/inactive ) 
2. 7 :  Pol i tical orientation and pol i tica l  activity 
2 . 8: Pol i tica l orienta tion and age 
2. 9 :  Pol i tical orien tation and occupational group 
2. I O: Poli tical orien tation and income 

Chapter III: Po litica l, Socia l and Cu ltura l  A t ti tudes 

a) Questions on Politica l  Themes 

Question 432: Who, in your opinion , has the real power in the sta te today? 
3. 1 :  Answers according to poli tical orientation 

Questions 427 /28: Wha t  form of government do you think i s  the bes t (Democratic 
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republ ic, fascism. monarchy . soviet [counci l ] sys tem ? Why do 
you think that? 
3 .  2: Reasons according to pol i tical orien ta tion 

Question 430: What do you think of the German judiciary? 
3. 3 :  Answers according to pol i tical  orien ta tion 

Question 429: How, in your opinion ,  can a new world war be preven ted? 
3. 4:  Non-replies in  relation to pol i tical orientation 
3. 5: Answers according to pol i tical orien ta tion 

Question 43 1 :  Who, i n  your opinion, is responsible for the i nflation? 
3 .  6:  Answers according to poi i tica l  orientation 

Qµestions 1 34/35 : Has rational ization been carried ou t i n  your fi rm? What do 
you think of it? 
3 .  7 :  Answers according to economic status .  

Question 444 : What do you think about your party (pol i tics ,  leaders , 
organization?) 
3 .  8 :  Non-replies in relation to  pol i tical orien ta tion 
3 .  9 :  Answers according to poli tical  orien ta tion 
3 . 1 0: Cri tical opin ions 

b )  Weltanschauung and A t titude to Life 

Questions 422/23: Do you think the individual has only himsel f to blame for his 
fate? 
3. 1 1 : Answers according to economic s tatus 
3. 1 2: Answers according to pol it ical orientation  
3. 1 3 : Dis tribution of repl ies according to  'Marxist '  and 

'authori tarian'  groups. 

Question 424: How, in you r opinion, can the world be improved? 
3. 1 4 :  Non-repl ies in relation to  pol i tical orien tation 
3. 1 5 : Answers according to poli tical orientation 

Ques tion 426: Who do you think were the greates t personali ties in his tory? I n  
the present? 
3. 1 6: Answers according to poli tical orientation 
3. 1 7 : Rank order of historical personali ties according to 

pol i tical orien tation 
3. 1 8: Frequency of names men tioned by more than 1 03 of  

each pol i tical type 

c) Cu ltural and Aesthetic Standards 

Ques tion 240: How do you decorate your home? 
3. 1 9: Answers according to economic status 
3.20: Answers according to poli tical orientation 
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Question 24 1 :  What pictures and photographs have you hung up? 
3 . 2 1 :  Answers according to econom ic s tatus 
3 . 22: Answers according to poli t ical orientation 

Ques t ions 244/45: Do you have any favouri te books? Which? 
3 .23 :  Answers according to economic status 
3. 24: Answers according to poli tical orientation 
3 . 25: Answers according to age 

Questions 308/09 : W.hat are your favourite plays? 
What are your favourite fi lms? 
3 . 26: Non-repl ies in relation to age 
3 . 27: Non-repl ies in relation to occu pat ion 

Theatre: 
3 .28: Answers according to age 
3 . 29: Answers according to economic status 
3. 30: Answers according to poli t ical orien tation 

Films: 
3 .3 1 :  Answers according to polit ical orien tation 

Ques tion 338: Do you l i ke j azz? 
3 .32:  Answers according to age 

Ques tions 323/24 : Do you l ike present-day women 's fashions (e.g. short skirts, 
s i lk  stocki ngs )?  Do you like short hair in women? 

Ques tion 325: 

3 .33 :  Women 's fash ions-answers according to age 
3 . 34 :  Short hair-answers according to economic s tatus 
3 . 35 :  Women 's fashions-answers according to poli t ical 

orien tation 
3 . 36: Short hair-answers according to poli tical orien tation 

Do you l ike the use 0£ powder,  perfume and lips tick by a 
woman?  Why/why not? 
3 .37 :  Answers according to age 
3 . 38: Answers according to poli tical orien tation 

Questions 326/27 / Do you think it righ t that women should have a job? Including 
28: married women? 

Why/why not? 
3 . 39: Answers according to poli tical orientation 
3 .40: Married women-answers according to pol i t ical 

orientat ion 
3 . 4 1 :  Answers according to employment 0£ mother 
3 .42: Answers according to marital s tatus 

Ques t ions 62 1 /22 : Do you th ink one can bring up chi ldren en tirely wi thou t 
corporal punishmen t? 
3 .43 :  Answers according to poli t ica l  orientation 
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Question 624: 

Questions 136/37 I 
38: 
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What do you and your wife think about early sex education for 
children (birth, procreation , sexual diseases )?  
3 .44: Answers according to poli tical orientation· 

What relationship do you have with your col l eagues at  work? 
Wi th your immediate superiors? With those higher up? 
3.46: Work colleagues (compared with superiors)-answers 

according to economic status 
3 .47 :  Superiors-answers according to economic status 
3 .48: Work colleagues-answers according to pol i tical 

orientation 
3.49: Superiors-answers according to polit ical orientation. 

Questions 434/35: Do you lend money or goods to friends?  Why/why not? 
3. 50: Answers according to pol i t ical orien tation 
3 .5 1 :  Number of negative replies to every I O  posi tive replies 

according to poli tical orientation. 

Question 433: Would you invest your money, if you were weal thy? 
3 .52 :  Answers according to economic status 
3 .53: Answers according to political orientation 
3 .53 :  Answers according to income 

Questions 2 1 3/ 1 4 :  Was your childhood happy? Do you think your parents had a 
happy marriage ' 
3.55: Answers according to poli t ical orien tation 
3 .56: Posi tive and negative answers according to pol i t ical 

orientation 
3.57 :  Answers according to economic status 
3 .58:  Positive and negative answers according to economic 

status. 

Chapter I V: Personality Types and Politica l A t ti tudes 

a) Political Opinions 

Question 424: 

Question 426: 

Question 429: 

Ques tion 43 1 :  

How, i n  your opinion, can the world be improved? 
4. 1 :  Response category and classi fication 

Who do you think were the greatest personali t ies in h is tory? In 
the presen t? 
4 .  2 :  Response category and classi fication 

How, in your opinion , can a new world war be avoided? 
4. 3 :  Response category and classi fication 

Who, in your opinion,  i s  responsible for the inflat ion? 
4. 4 :  Response category and classification 
4. 5 :  Distribution of type of response according to pol i t ical 

opm1ons 
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b) A tt itude to Authority 

Question 327/28: Do you think it right for married women to go out to work? 

Question 621 /22: 

Question 422/23: 

Question 424: 

Why? 
4. 6: Response category and classification 

Do you think one can bring up children entirely without 
corporal punishment? Reasons?  
4 .  7 :  Response category and classification 

Do you think the individual has only himself to blame for his 
fate? Why (not)?  
4. 8 :  Response category and classification 

How, in your opinion, could the world be improved? 
4. 9: Response category and classification 
4. 1 0: Distribu tion of type of response according to 'atti tude 

to authority' 

c) A tt itude towards Others 

Question 1 36/38: How do you get on wi th your col leagues at work? With your 
immediate superiors? With those higher up? 
4. 1 1 : Response category and classification 

Question 434/35: Do you lend money or goods to friends? Why (not)? 
4. 1 2: Response category and classification 
4. 1 3 :  Dis tribu tion of type of  response according to 'atti tude 

towards others ' .  

d) Syn dromes and Syndromes Formation 

4. 1 4: Response syndromes and pol i tical orientation 

e) A uthoritarian, Radical and Rebellious A ttitudes 

4. 1 5: Radical and authoritarian-cen tered answers according 
to pol i tical orientation 

f) Occupation and Origin 
4. 1 6: Responses syndromes and occupational groups 
4. 1 7 : Response syndromes and size of factory. ski l led workers 

only 
4. 1 8: A- and R-cen tredness among skil led workers in large 

and small enterprises 
4. 1 9: R- and A-centred syndromes and origin of respondent 



A b b revia tions 

RM Reichsmark 

Paragraph 2 1 8  Criminal Code on Abortion 

Hirsch-Dunkerschen ' Yellow '  trade unions 
(Gewerkschaften ) 

SAP Social is t  Workers ' Party 

NSDAP National Social is t  German Workers '  Party 

NS National Social ism 

SPD Social Democratic Party o f  Germany 

USPD Independen t Social ist  Party of Germany 

KPD Communis t  Party of Germany 
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